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MAN BEFORE METALS. 


INTRODUCTIOK. 

The only trustworthy annals of primitive liunianity are 
written in the Book of Nature ; to it, therefore, we sfiotild 
have recourse. Unfortunately many leaves have dis;qw 
peared, or have been effaced from this great book, written 
by the hand of God, and those which remain are for tin? 
most part hard to interpret. Henc^., in wSpite of tlie pre- 
cept of ancient philosophers {yvoodo asavrov), that which 
man knows least well is himself. For in fact neitlnu* his 
body, his affections, nor his mind, nor the vital priiieijih* 
which animates him, are entirely known to him ; lie is 
ignorant of his origin, his cradle, his history. 

But on the other hand, man has measured the hea vans, 
and calculated the weight of the earth and the distance 
of the stars. He has converted Jove, the Thundtu-er of 
old, into a mere messenger, who instantaneously trans- 
mits the thought, and even the voice of man from omj 
end of the world to the other. He is able, moreover, bv 
another unlocked for wonder, to recall the voice of the 
dead. He has taught golden-haired Plire})us and ])ale 
Diana to paint their image, his own, or that of anvtlnug 
he wishes, on the lens of a camera-obscura, and has tn'cn 
reduced them to the humble role of copyists of our ancient 
manuscripts. He has dethroned Neptune, and laughs at 
his terrors. He can outstrip the bird on the wing, and 
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machines made by him can travel without fatigue ten 
times as fast as the swiftest horse. 

Man has conquered the elements ; the winds obey 
him as his slaves, and soon, perhaps, ships of a new kind 
will cut their way through the regions of the air as safely 
as vessels now traverse the vast extent of the ocean. Fire 
has become a hquid in his hands.^ The earth, subjected to 
an universal analysis, reveals her secrets one by one. In 
short his genius daily invents wonders, which, surprising 
as they are, now appear so natural that the bare mention 
here made of them may appear common-place to the reader. 

Man, I repeat, knows not his own nature nor his own 
history. Y et nothing of greater moment could be presented 
as the object of his study, of his active curiosity, and of his 
eager desire to learn the origin and nature of things. 

Wrapped in a thick veil, buried in the remote past, . 
the first records of the human race have long been con- 
cealed from the eyes of seekers, who did not even suspect 
their existence, or at any rate their deep significance. The 
rare concurrence of fortunate circumstances, the wisdom, 
ingenuity, and courageous perseverance of a man imbuecl 
at once with courage and the true scientific spirit, have 
been necessary to the complete interpretation of the mys- 
terious language of these splintered stones, of these bones 
dug out of the bowels of the earth and given back to the 
light of day after so many thousands of years, perhaps of 
centuries! Archseology, greeted at first with ironical 
sneers or the contempt of incredulity, has by an inevitable 
reaction given rise to extravagant enthusiasm, and to ill- 
considered systems, which have more than once injured its 
cause and obstructed its real progress. With equal disre- 
gard for over-eager enthusiasts and systematic detractors, 
we must concern ourselves solely with the results obtained. 
Beyond all question the most important, the most unex- 

* Under tte well-chosen name of litivid fire, the learned and la- 
borious NickUs has detined a substance of which the important dis- 
covery cost him his life. May I be allowed to lay the tribute of my 
affectionate and sincere sorrow on the grave, ^^hich closed so prematurely 
over this savant, who was as honourable as he was learned ? 
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pocted, and at the same time one of the most assured t»f 
these results, is the establishment of the great anticjuity 
of prehistoric man. 

The name itself indicates that history, as it has been 
hitherto understood and taught, is unable to give us any 
precise information concerning this antiquity. 

Neither the tables of Manetho, nor the Bible 
can help us here. Many learned men and theologians 
admit that their chronology is imcertain, full of gaps, and 
corrupted by copyists and commentators- ISylvi'stre do 
Sacy, a Christian of undoubted orthodoxy admitted that, 
there was no Bible chronology. One of our most l(‘anK‘d 
ecclesiastics has owned, with a sincerity which docs him 
credit, that ‘the chronology of the Old Testament has 
never been accepted by the Church.’ He declared it to 
be the result of the combination of certain dates, of the 
interpretation of certain passages, which concern neither 
faith nor morals, and which may be corrupt ; it is even 
certain that there are breaks; and the cosmogonies of the 
different authorised versions do not agree with each other, 
&c. &c. ‘ Nothing therefore,’ continues the learmnl th<*o. 
logian, ‘need prevent the addition of a greater <^r less 
number of years to the generally accepted figure touehing 
the first appearance of man on the earth, if scicnca* were 
able to fix the date with certainty. But this certain restdf 
is far from being attained.’ ^ On this last point wc eut irf^ly 
agree with the learned Abbe Duilhe de Saint-I^roJ<^t. But 
the concession which he makes regarding the nneertaintv 
of Bible chronology is in our eyes far more important than 
his own, since it shelters us from the reproach of inipit^tv 
so often cast upon unoffending science by those wlu* know 
nothing of her spirit and misconceive her aims. .M(*n‘over 
science replies by facts, and often by bemefits, to those 
conclusions, rashly formed a priori, by which snnu^ num 
attempt to annul her discoveries, to accusations as unjust 


Tovlnme, Mjirch 2S, isr»a, and 
in which tint Conu'rnuT^ M. TAhlH*, 
Dailhede baint-Projet are reviewed in a spirit of irntMirfiaHti* 
does credit both to the able critic and the learned theologiin. ^ 
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as they are malicious, which are too often and too lightly 
brought against her. Some of the following facts, revcahMf 
by learned men, confirm in all essentials the statements 
of the purest orthodoxy. 

‘ No date,’ says the eminent palieontologist, I\L Kd. 
Lartet, ^ is to be found in Genesis which assigns a time 
for the birth of primitive humanity; but chnniologist s 
have for fifteen centuries endeavoured to force the Bible 
facts into agreement with their systems. Thus., no 
than one hundred and forty different opinions have been 
formed about the single date of the Creation, and btdween 
the extreme variations there is a discrepancy of 3,194 years 
in the reckoning of the period between the beginning of 
the world and the birth of Christ. The chief disagree- 
ment is with respect to the interval of tima neartist to the 
Creation. From the moment therefore thtit it l)ecianes a 
recognised fact that the question of human origin owt\s 
no allegiance to dogma, it will become, as it ought to 
become, a scientific thesis open to discussion, to he con- 
sidered from every point of view, and capable of re(H*iving 
that solution which tallies best with fact and with ex- 
perimental proof. ^ 

Such is our own scientific profession of faith upon this 
delicate question. It would have been far b(4t(T to move 
onward with Galileo than to force an unworthy recantation 
from him, especially as we have seen in our owa day one 
of the most famous of his countrymen, Father Se<*chi,- 
Director of the Eoman Observatory, and Corresponding 
Member of the French Institute, proclaim the suptu'iority 
of the philosophy of this same Galileo, once condemm^d 
and imprisoned by the Inquisition. ' Let science take 
her course,’ we repeat with J\L Duriiy, ^ let her do her 
work ; the soul is at the end of it,’ ^ 

We pass on to the consideration of the means by which 
the new science of archieology is enabled to establish, not 

^ Ed. Lartet, Nonvellea recliervlm snr la roexijite/ice de Vhomme et 
des prandH mammifm fQmle,% rfputh caraeteniitiqun <h la 
periods gkdoqique {Annales desi Sciences X^'niurelles, ‘i®*ISerie, t. xv. p, 256 > 

- V. Duruv, Discoiirs au SSnat ^ ^ 
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the precise date of the appearance of man on the earth, 
since this result has not been and perhaps will never be 
attained, but to determine an approximate date which is 
certainly prior to that indicated by any cosmogony. 

Flints are found scattered over the surface of the soil, 
or buried in its depths ; in the heart of gloomy caves, or 
beneath the ruins of the most ancient monuments ; some 
rudely shaped, others finely polished and fixshioned into 
forms similar to those of our axes, knives, and tools of 
every kind. 

These flints had been observed by the ancients, who 
gave them the names of lajAdes fulminis^ ceraximiB 
gemmoi^ &c.,and in later times they were called lightning 
stones^ thimderholts^ stones fallen from heaven. They 
were employed in certain sacred rites by the Egyptians, 
the Eomans, and perhaps also by the Scandinavians, the 
worshippers of Odin and Thor. 

Even in our day, in the nineteenth century, so slow is 
progress in any direction, these stones, said to be fallen 
from heaven, are the object of superstitious veneration in 
remote country districts, and they may not unfrequently 
be found in the cottages or cowsheds of peasants, who 
firmly believe that they can thereby preserve their dwell- 
ings from lightning, themselves from witchcraft, and 
their cattle from disease. 

But what are these strange stones, which, since they 
have attracted the notice of antiquaries, have been found in 
almost every part of the world : at Paris and at the Cape 
of Good Hope, at Toulouse and Christiania; in the dilu- 
vium of the valleys of the Somme and of the Thames, and 
in the ossiferous clay of the caves of Languedoc and Peri- 
gord ; in the dolmens of Brittany, of Algeria, and of Pal- 
estine; beneath the ruins of Nineveh and Babylon; in 
the Malay peninsula and in Japan ; and even on the banks 
of the Ohio and the Mississippi ? 

This question was difficult to answer. According to 
some, these splintered flints were ^ freaks of nature,’ others 
held that they were of volcanic origin ; others again, tliat 
they were stones split off by winter frosts. Some sagacious 
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men maintained that they were gun-flints, and moreover 
of recent fabrication. 

A learned antiquary of Abbeville, struck by the singular 
form of some of these flints, which abound in Picardy, 
collected a great number of them, and examined and com- 
pared them with anxious and loving study. Were it 
only a question of pin-making, this is the price of success,’ 
are the words of some philosopher. Unfortunately, the 
heated imagination of the antiquary, unconsciously in- 
fluenced by a deceitful illusion, discovered on these flints 
the figures of men, of animals, of plants, carved with a 
definite intention, and even graphic signs, true hiero- 
glyphs. Here he was mistaken : but while the dream of 
the archaeologist soon vanished, the reality remained. 

These flints were, indeed, works of art, a rude and 
primitive art it must be confessed ; but as real and full 
of meaning in its simple expression as the Venus of Melos 
or the friezes of the Parthenon. They were evidently 
man’s handiwork ; he had shaped these flints, had given 
them definite forms, and had made them into weapons or 
tools. 

And as these instruments of war, of the chase, or of 
handicraft were found buried at great depths, along with 
bones of extinct species, in strata undisturbed since their 
original formation, the logical, necessary, irrefutable con- 
clusion is that 

Dieu est eteroel, mais rhomme est bien vieux. 

Old in truth, for he was the contemporary of the mam- 
moth or woolly elephant, of the Rhinoceros tichorhinua^ 
of the unwieldy hippopotamus, the bear, and the great cat 
of the caverns, of the Irish elk, and of other animals of 
extinct species, of which our natural history museums 
possess complete and magnificent specimens. 

But M. Boucher de Perthes underwent infinite trouble, 
annoyance, I had almost said humiliation, before he ob- 
tained the recognition of this conclusion, upon which 
all the others really depended. Etienne Geotfroy Saint- 
Hilaire has said, and he speaks with authority, Hhe 



iNTKODUCTIOX. 


7 


crown of the innovator is a crown of t'norns.’ The famous 
antiquary wreathed his brows with such a crown, whit*h 
wounded him more than once. 

The idea was suggested, however, and since it was 
true, nothing could prevent its ultimate triumph, which 
is now complete. 

More than twenty years elapsed before the discovery 
of M. Boucher de Perthes was allowed tj come before the 
areopagus of the Institute. It is said that Cuvier refused 
to accept it ; and this may easily be believed of a savant 
who had laid down the principle that man, the last born 
of creation, could never have been contemporary with 
those lost species whose remains lie buried in the most 
ancient quaternary beds. MM. Bi*ongniart, Flourens, and 
Dumas, to their praise be it spoken, were the first to 
encourage the researches of Boucher de Perthes, and to 
show themselves open to conviction. The cautious and 
the timid, those who feared to be involved in vsome 
heresy or imposture, held aloof, and maintained that, even 
admitting the flints of Abbeville and of Saint-Acheul to 
be of human workmanship, their great antiquity would 
still remain a matter for dispute, so long as the precise 
age of the beds in which they w-ere discovered was unde- 
termined, so long as the virgin condition of these beds was 
unproven, and lastly, until not only the bones of extinct 
species, but also those of the human race, should be found 
buried with these stone tools. 

These will certainly be found, was the confident reply 
of the courageous author of the book on Antediluvian 
Antiquities, and it was not long before the event justified 
his prophetic words. IVIany such discoveries have, been 
made, and at the present day nothing seems more surely 
proved than the great antiquity of the human race. How- 
ever, some belated or cautious minds are still in doubt, 
and it is precisely those whom we seek to convince. In 
order to accomplish this end, modern science has n(*glected 
no means of information, has left no ground unexplored. 
Cyclopean monuments, cities buried under layers of five 
or six forests, the frozen soil of Siberia and Greenland, the 
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tumuli of Ohio and Scandinavia, burial caves, dolmens, 
and menhirs, the lake dwellings of Switzerland and Italy, 
the nuraghi of Sardinia, the lava and volcanoes of Au- 
vergne, the diluvium of plains and valleys, bone caves and 
fossil beds, have all been investigated by the science of 
our day, even to the rubbish heaps formed by the refuse 
of the primitive kitchens of the Scandinavians, known to 
Danish archasologists as ^ Ji'jdkkenmdddinger^^ and in Eng- 
land as ^ kitchen middens.’ 

Our aim in publishing this book has been to bring 
before the reader the numerous proofs hitherto collected 
of the great age of the human race, together with the 
details which confirm them. This forms the subject of the 
first part. In the second, we shall treat of the customs, 
the industry, the moral and religious ideas of man, such 
as he was before the use of metals was known to him, and 
we shall endeavour to trace his portrait with fidelity. 



PAET I. 

THE ANTIQUITY OF THE HUMAN RACE. 

CHAPTER L 
TUB PliEinSTOmC AGES. 

I. GElSTEKAIi NOTION’S OP THE STRHCTUBE OP 
THE EABTH. 

It seems necessary, for the better understanding of the 
following chapters, to give to those of our readers who 
are unfamiliar with geological terms, a general idea of the 
various stages through which our globe has passed before 
arriving at the condition wdiich it now presents to <,)ur 
view. . . 

The immense majority of geologists hold that the 
earth was originally a mass of incandescent and Hiiid 
matter. As it gradually cooled an outer crust was fornietl, 
and the vapours dispersed in the atmosphere were con- 
densed upon the surface of the globe, and formed the 
seas. At the bottom of these original seas the primary 
rocks and those of the transition period were clepOwSited. 
These were follow’ed by those of the tertiary period, whi(*]i 
Lyell has divided into eocene, meiocene, and pleioeenc ; ' 

’ The beds of the tertiary period have heon thus divided by Lyell 
according to the uuinber of recent shells c<mtain<;d in tlit‘m as coinporrd 
to the fossil ones. The lowest layer, the eoctine beds (ews, dawn, ai:<l 
recent), that is, the most ancient, deposit of the terl iary epotdi, 
contains only species per cent, similar to those which now exist. 
The meiocene, or middle layer {fxtiov, less, and Kau>6s, rec<mt) is that in 
which the recent shells, less numerous than in the ididocene, are in th<* 
proportion of 17 or 20 per cent, as compared to the extinct species. The 
proportion increase, s to 40 or hO p(‘r CH*nt. in the upper layer, the 
pJeiocene beds (Tr^^op, more, and recent). An important remark 
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lastly the beds of the quaternary epoch, improperly styled 
diluvian.^ 

The oldest rocks, those which were formed by the 
action of fire, and which have therefore received the name 
of plutonic^ are not stratified, that is, disposed in layers^ 
and contain no organic remains. The sedimentary or 
aqueous rocks contain, on the other hand, numerous 
remains of vital organisms, belonging to creatures more or 
less complez, and bearing more or less resemblance to the 
plants and animals of the present day as they are nearer 
to or farther removed from our own time. 

The geologist is thus enabled to determine the relative 
age of a given rock by means of the fossil species of which 
it bears the impression or retains the debris^ just as an 
antiquary can judge of the age of a monument by the 
coin he has foimd beneath its ruins. 

But we cannot enter into the history, full of interest 
as it is, of the successive phases of life on the surface of 
the earth ; suffice it to say that birds ^ and mammalia are 
rare in the beds of the secondary epoch, at least in Europe, 
and are first found in great abundance in the tertiary for- 
mations I that certain marsupials and pachydermata now 
completely extinct {^terodon^ 'paloGotheriuw ^ acerothe- 

has been made by Mr. Marsh, namely that the three layers of beds of the 
tertiary epoch, as they exist in America, * are not the exact equivalents 
of the eocene, meiocene, and pleiocene of Europe, although usually so 
considered and known by the same names ; but, in general, the fauna 
of each appears to be older than that of i- s corresponding representative 
in the other hemisphere ; an important fact not hitherto recognised.’ 
( Marsh, Introduction and Succession of Vertebrate Life in. America, p. 24. 
An address delivered before the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science at Nashville, Tenn., AugUvSt 30, 1877.) 

^ The words diluvium, diluviati strata, since they sometimes convey 
the impression that the biblical deluge created these beds, should be 
abandoned along with the error which has given rise to these mis- 
leading terms. The names of rocks of the fourth epoch, or post-pleiocene, 
have rightly been substituted for the latter, as more in harmony with the 
facts of geological chronology. The beds known under these names 
are far anterior to the historical deluge of Noah or of Deucalion. 

® Birds are already numerous in the secondary rooks in America. It 
was in the chalk beds of the Kansas that Marsh discovered the remark- 
able odontoi'nitlies, or toothed birds, which seem to establish one link 
between birds and reptiles, as the pterosaurians without teeth (genus 
fitTonodelon) form the passage from reptiles to birds. 
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rium^ &c. &e. ), are the first to appear ; that the'^^e' 
succeeded by other often colossal and extinct forms, such as' 
the megatkermm^ the dinothermon, the macrotherivm^ 
the maistodon^BXid even monkeys ; finally, 

that later on, and in the uppermost or pleiocene beds, 
elephants, oxen, horses, carnivorous and quadrumanous 
animals begin to appear, which show much analogy with 
extant genera and species. 

As Professor Albert Gaudry justly observes: ‘The 
pachyderms flourished on the earth during the earlier 
half of the tertiary period, and only isolated examples of 
them are to be seen at the present day ; the ruminants 
on the other hand lived during the second half of the 
tertiary period, and their order is still extremely numerous 
in our own time.’ ^ The quaternary or diluvian beds 
follow the pleiocene, and their latest formations may be 
considered as belonging to the present epoch. We will 
therefore devote a few moments to the study of these beds, 
which are the more important to us, since they alone, as 
far as we yet know, are almost incontestably proved to 
contain the most ancient traces of the existence of man 
upon the earth, 

QUATERNARY OR DILUVIAN ROCKS. 

TAe diluvium of geologists. — The quaternary beds, 
also called diluvian, pleistocene, or still better, post-plei- 
ocene, are composed of a series of layers or depositions 
of very various nature (marine, fluviatile, torrential, or 
glacial), formed between the end of the pleiocene period 
and the dawn of history. Sometimes stratified, sometimes 
mixed or incoherent, they contain the remains of numerous 
mammals, some of which of colossal size have slowly and 
gradually become extinct, while others, usually smaller, 
have survived to our own day. 

The stratified deposits of which thes« beds are partly 
composed are very similar to those of the tertiary period. 

* Albert, Gaudry, Lea euolimmments dtc mvnde animal dam les temjet 
gt‘oloyi(iHcs, p. 77, Fajis, 1878 
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The great marine formation of the coasts of Sicil3^^ 
pampas of South America, the sands of Sahara, the st^PP^ 
of Eastern Russia, the trayertine of Tuscany, are " 

known examples of quaternary deposits. But in 
to these, other much less regular deposits have 
formed under circumstances very characteristic of 
epoch in question. 

These characteristic phenomena are as follows : — 

(1) Erratic deposits of the Alps, and of the norfl^ 
Europe. 

(2) Diluvium of the valleys. 

(3) Filling of the caves and osseous breccia. 

(4) Certain appearance of man upon the earth. 

Glacial Period. Erratic Phenomena . — It 

proved beyond a doubt that towards the close of 
tertiary, or at the beginning of the quaternary epochs ^the 
temperature of the northern hemisphere was serisi'^'^ly 
lowered. As the atmosphere became moister and colder, 
the watery vapour was condensed, and frequent fall^ of 
snow, in the form of nivS, covered the mountains, pla^i^ns, 
and valleys of northern and central Europe with glaciors. 
This is known as the glacial period.^ The Alpine trave^llor 

* This term is perhaps incorrect, as it leads to the belief that ther^ was 
but one glacial period. Many geologists, however, and notably IVT- 
Martins, reckon two glacial epochs, the first belonging to the older i *lt‘i- 
ocene period, the second to the more recent, that is, towards the begin n i ng 
of the quaternary epoch. Certain geologists go so far as to main tri tin, 
that these glacial phenomena recurred periodically from the time of the 
most ancient fossiliferous strata down to that of the dilnvian irooks 
properly so called. M. Julien, who has specially devoted himself bo bho 
study of glaciers, also admits two glacial epochs; the one beginning 
after the development of the mastodon, which became extinct in Eiix'Ope 
at the end of the tertiary period, while it continued to live in Anaorica 
throughout quaternary times. This first glac^’al epoch was followecii by 
the diluvian period, a consequence of the melting of these first glaoiors. 
to which magnificent phenomenon the formation of valleys, the erosion 
of the soil, the transport of boulders, *fec., must also be attributed. 'f'he 
glacial phenomena were repeated at the epoch of the Mepliasprindge i 
and have left their traces in the Vosges, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, as 
the first had done in Switzerland and in norihem Europe. The iiat ex- 
glacial epoch, that is, the intervening period, is represented by the sxib- 
merged forest of Cromer, the leaf-impressed coal of Diirnten and r»f 
Utznach (canton of Zurich), the deposits of the Val d’ Arno, &c. 

Julien consider the Alpine diluvium to be a re-formation of the soda- 
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is surprised to see blocks of granite or porphyry lying on 
the eastern flank of the Jura, or dispersed in the Swiss 
valleys ; they are often of enormous size, and their mine- 
ralogic constituents differ completely from that of the 
calcareous beds or Jurassic marl upon which they lie. 
Striated, grooved, and polished surfaces may be observed 
on these detached blocks, and upon the undisturbed rocks 
which shut in on either side the Alpine valleys. 

The transport of these colossal masses of rock to the 
heights where they may now be seen, and the scratching, 
grooving, and partial polish which may be observed upon 
them, are now generally admitted to be the work of ex- 
tinct glaciers, which in their slow progress, and by means 
of the stones imbedded in their mass, have polished, and 
as it were, engraved the rocks with which their movement 
brought them in contact. The erratic blocks lying upon 
peaks often very far from their original site were also 
brought thither by the glaciers of that period. 

At some definite period a rise in the temperature of 
the surrounding atmosphere brought about the melting of 
the ice, and as a natural consequence all the foreign bodies 
which were borne along by the glacier were deposited on 
the sides of the mountains or in the valleys. The action 
of the floods, caused by the melting of the same ice, 
sufficiently explains also the presence of glacial mud, the 
fragments of rock, the gravel and waterworn pebbles which 
are to be found at the foot of the Alps, and in the neigh- 
bouring valleys (moraines). 

The erratic phenomena in the north, more complex and 
more extensive than those of the Alps, are evidently due 
to analogous causes. In this case the floating ice from 
the arctic regions transpox'ted immense blocks, of which 
the mineralogic conbtituents sufficiently prove their foreign 

ment of the first period, to which he also attributes the upper j^rey and 
red diluvium, and the lower grey diluvium, or diluvium of the plains. 
He attributes to the second period the diluvium of the Vosges, and he 
connects the loess with the melting of the glaciers of the Rhine whhdi 
belong to this period, and which still subsisted when thi»se of the Vosges 
had completely disappeared. {Mnteriause jjour sercir a Vhistoire 
et naturelle de rhvmme, t. v. p. 371 ' 
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origin, to a great distance from tlie place of their forma- 
tion. These blocks, known in Grermanj under the name 
of Fiindlinge (foundlings), are scattered abundantly over 
the plains of Russia, Poland, Prussia, and even of England. 
Nearly similar phenomena took place in North America. 

Deposits of sand, gravel, and sea shells, known under 
the name of drifts are to be found in the neighbourhood 
of these blocks, which are for the most part angular. 
Everything seems to prove that these deposits, which ex- 
tend over a great part of Northern Europe, starting from the 
Scandinavian peninsula, were formed at the bottom of the 
sea, by which, during or immediately after the first glacial 
epoch, the greater part of North America, the British Isles, 
and Scandinavia was covered. 

Diluvium of the Valleys,— The ordinary erratic pheno- 
mena, we are told by M. Leymerie, took place principally 
among mountains and in their immediate neighbourhood, 
and the glaciers were the principal agents, or at least took 
a direct part in their production. The various phenomena 
which are known collectively as diluvium^ are on the con- 
Irary chiefly to be observed in the plains, and they owe 
their existence to river-floods. Two distinct and contrary 
effects are produced by these phenomena — the formation 
of those valleys known as valleys of erosion, and the 
partial filling of these same valleys by the diluvian waters 
bearing along in their current the debris from the moun- 
tains (gravel, waterworn pebbles, sediment of mud and 
sand, usually impregnated with oxide of iron or calcareous 
matter), which they deposit upon the plain. The two 
sorts of diluvium are generally distinguished as the grey 
and the red diluvium, the latter more recent than the 
former. Lastly, an important deposit of an homogeneous 
greyish-yellow sediment, known in Alsace under the name 
of lehm (loam) and on the other side of the Rhine as 
loess, covers the stony deposit which constitutes the true 
diluvium to a depth of sixty or eighty yards. 

M. Favre has established between the diluvian beds 
of the north-west of France, and those of the valley of 
the Rhine, a parallel which it may be useful to reproduce 
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here. If, as we have no reason to doubt, this panilltd 
be exact, it follows that the remains of human industry 
found in the valleys of the Somme, of the Seine, and of tlie 
Marne, correspond to the lower diluvium of the Ehine 
valley, a deposit far more ancient than the glaciers of the 
Vosges, since it is separated from the latter by the mean 
diluvium of the Rhine, or red diluvium of the Stdne 
valley.^ 

Quaternary Beds. 


7» the North-irtst of France. 

Upper Deposit.— or /om. 
Mean Deposit. — Sand andp^nivol, 
known as red dilttnttni (valleys 
of the Somme, Seine and Marne K 
Lower DBPOSiT.—Gravel trans- 
ported from a distance, contain- 
ing: fiinis of human workmiin.ship, 
and fossil remains of Eh’ phi it 
firi m ufcfii its, rhi lu tceros, 
horse, ox, &c. 


In the Rhine 

Zefim otWss in the plain, moraines 
in the mountains. 

Gravel comi>ose(i of materials not, 
tnmsported fnuu a distance : an 
earlier deposit than the fuicicijt 
glaciens. 

Gravel, pebbles, composed (ex- 
clusively of nicks of Alpin(‘ 
origin, of earlier date than the 
glaciers. 


The diluvian, or quaternary, epoch, is further charac- 
terised, as we have before remarked, by the deposits in 
the caves, by the formation of osseous l)r(‘C(‘ia,^ and !»v 
the certain appearance of man upon the earth. The cir- 
cumstantial details into which we shall shortly (mter albav 
and even constrain us to confine ourselves for the monumt 
to these general outlines. With the exc(*ption of a few 
species, extinct or migrated,^ the quaternary fauna and 
flora offer the most striking analogies, or more strictly 
speaking, the most complete identity, with the fauna and 
flora of the present day. 

’ A. Fuvre, Vesristenve de Vhtimiue xvr hi terre tititi'neurement ii 
Vapnantwn (les anciens (flacierB. {Bihllotkeqite titiieermUe de (remvr t 
Arohires, t. viii. p. 200, iSSO.) 

2 The osseous breccia are heaps composed of angular, frat^rments of 
rock and various fossil bones, cemented togmlum by calcareous nr ferru- 
ginous mud. These osseous breccia occur in the bone caves, and in tJ o 
numerous holes or fissures which abound on the coasts of the 
ranean (Cette, Antibes, Nice, Gibral ar, X-c.). 

* The principal speems of the quaternary beds whi('h are extinct at 
the present day are the mammoth, the Bhiimrros fiehirkiittts^ the greai 
bear, the great cat, the cave hyena, and the Irish elk. 
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Cheonolog-ical Table op the Principal Books. 


A^ — ^Aqueous rocks formed at the bottom of seas, and stratified, or disposed in layers. 


Modern Bocks 


Lacustrine and fluviatile deposits. 
* I Sand hills 


Quaternary or post- 
pleiocene rocks 


C Pleiocene 


i Meiocene 

Tertiary Bocks . 


t. Eocene . 


I Cretaceous 
Secondary Bocks J 

( Trias 
/Permian . 


Transition Bocks 


Carboniferous 
Devonian 
Silurian . 
Cambrian 


( Bed diluvium, and upper lehm 
or loess 
Grey diluvium 
Bhine loess of glacial origin 
Sand pits of Saint- Prest 

{ Freshwater strata 
Sands of tlie Orleannais 
Faluns of Touraine 
Limestone of Beauce 

{ Gypsum and marl of Paris and 
Aix 

Paris limestone beds 
London clay 

Chalk of Champagne 
Lithographic limestone of Solen- 
hofen 

Variegated marl, musohelkalk 
Sandstone of the Vosges 

I Coal fields, new and old red sand- 
stone, schistose rocks of the 
PjrTenees 


Primary Bocks 


B. — Unistratified or Plutonic rocks. 

" Crystalline schists 
Gneiss, mica-schist 
Metamorphic limestone 

Ernptii'e Itaclcs 

Granite Trachyte Serpentine 

Protogine Basalt Diorite 

t. Porphyry Lava Ophite 


II. THE MEAETIHG OF THE WORD FOSSIL AS APPLIED 
TO MAH AHD OTHER ORGAHISED BEIHGS. 

The species of man whom we propose to study is 
commonly known, as fossil^ man, primitive man, pre- 

' Prehistoi'ic man is frequently but wrongly designated fossil man. 
This last epithet suggests the idea of an extinct species ; applied to 
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historic man : he has even been sometimes called man- 
monkey^ or pithecanthrope. The first of these denomi- 
nations needs comment; the second rests upon a bold 
hypothesis, which needs proof. What then is a fossil 
being? The various definitions which this word has re- 
ceived necessarily bear the stamp of the opinions prevalent 
at the time when they were given. 

Thus, when geologists explained all phenomena by 
tremendous cataclysms, when Alcide d’Orbigny supposed 
that the Sovereign Architect, filling the ungrateful rdle of 
Penelope, created and destroyed his still incomplete work 
twenty-seven times, the word fossil was understood to 
mean any organic remains naturally buried in the strata 
of the earth previous to the last catastrophe which over- 
whelmed it, that is, before the appearance of man upon its 
surface. Now, this first appearance, placed after the dilu- 
vian or post-pleiocene epoch, properly so called, appdrently 
formed a natural boundary between geological ages and 
the present time. Every animal or vegetable species of 
which the remains were found buried in the diluvian, ter- 
tiary, or yet older strata, were reputed to be fossil, and 
therefore necessarily extinct. All species buried at a later 
date than the diluvian deposit were to be considered 
merely humatile or swb-fossiZ. The words fossil species 
were, therefore, synonymous with extinct species, as if any 
organised being might not be individually fossil, without 
the extinction of the entire species to which it belonged. 

Thus the urns was only fossil in Csesar^s time ; at the 
present day the whole species is fossil and extinct. But 
the aurochs, whose remains are found in the diluvian beds 
with those of the cave bear and of the mammoth, is at 
once fossil and living, since it is still to be found, in small 
numbers it is true, in the forests of Lithuania, where it 
continues to breed under the special protection of the Czar 
of fiussia. 

Moreover, a certain number of animals of which the 


man it signx6es merely that he has been contemporary with lost species^ 
fur his own still exists. 

C 
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remains are found in strata of a later date than the first 
appearance of man, have become extinct at a time very 
near our own. No one will deny that these species are at 
once fossil and extinct. The dodo of the Isle of France, 
the dinornis of New Zealand, and the epyornis of Mada- 
gascar are cases in point. We therefore apply the word 
fossil to all species really extinct, even though its extinc- 
tion was not prior to the present geological period, and 
took place under conditions similar to those now existing. 
For us every extinct species, such as mammoth or dodo, 
is fossil, although every fossil species is not necessarily 
extinct, such as reindeer and musk ox. 

As it is essential in the discussion of every important 
subject to arrive at a distinct understanding as to the 
meaning of the terms employed, we assert that, in our 
opinion, the term fossil as applied to man does not repre- 
sent the idea of extinction (for we hold tiiat primitive 
man still exists in the person of his descendants), but 
that of synchronism with those great animals (mammoth, 
Rhinoceros tichorhinus, &c.) which, after leaving more or 
less numerous traces in the pleiocene rocks, have ended 
by becoming extinct at different ages of the quaternary 
epoch, and of which some few have survived even to our 
own day, as the reindeer, musk ox, cfec. 

Fossil man, as we understand the words, does not 
belong to the present geological age, to that which directly 
follows the quaternary epoch. His actions are not within 
the domain of history, since they are far earlier. The 
study of primitive man belongs to the province of paleon- 
tology, on the same grounds as that of his contemporaries, 
the great cave hear and the mammoth. The human species 
is fossil but not extinct, 

m. PHEHISTOKIC AGES. 

^ It is with humanity as with the successive individuals 
of which it is composed; memory only begins at a some- 
what advanced stage of the development of the race ; it 
has no consciousness of earlier conditions. The first mani- 
festations of essential activity have left no traces in tlie 
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memory of mankind.’ ' But, as is invariably the case, at 
the point where history ceases, fable begins. 

Classical antiquity tells us of four successive ages — the 
ages of gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Under the reign of 
Saturn, that is during the golden age, men enjoyed a long 
life, which they spent in the midst of happiness, peace, 
and plenty. But the horrors of war were soon let loose 
among them ; iron took the place of gold ;• a rapid de- 
cadence began, and man retains at the present day only 
faint traces of his primitive perfection and happiness. 
Another myth of later date, and more in harmony with 
the facts observed, tells us that the earth was originally 
inhabited by a race of giants, and by a subsequent creation 
of a race of dwarfs. The giants dwelt among the rocks, 
and built there walls of cyclopean masonry,- they carried 
stone clubs, and were ignorant of the use of metals. The 
dwarfs, far weaker, but at the same time far more in- 
dustrious than the giants, inaugurated the age of bronze. 
They sought this metal in the bowels of the earth, and 
with the help of fire forged precious ornaments and shining 
arms, which they gave to men. Finally, giants and dwarfs 
gave place to the men of the iron age* and were forced to 
abandon the land. It is curious to see poetry thus fore- 
stall history, and mention distinctly tJie series of epochs 
which are generally admitted by modern science. Lucre- 
tius has these lines in his poem, ‘ De natura rerum ’ : 

Arma antiqiia, man us, ungues, dentesque fuerunt, 

Et lapides, et item syl varum fragmina rami : 

Posterius ferri vis est, jcrisque reperl a, 

Sed prior ajris erat, quam ferri cognitus usus. 

Th© r6S6arch.©s undertakBD, and th© discov©ries gfivtn 
to the world in these days in Denmark, England, Franco, 
Switzerland, Italy, and, indeed, in almost every part of the 
world, show that the facts are very nearly in agreement 
with the fable. 

Archaeology combines with geology to show that hum.an 
civilisation has passed through three more or less distinct 
stages, in Europe at least, for which the names of stone, 

^ Lamennais, Bsquisse d'vne Philo fioj? hie y t in. p. 42 . 
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bronze, and iron ages have been retained, although they may 
be, perhaps, rather too suggestive of the mj^th. We ought, 
probably, to reckon that a copper age intervened between 
the stone and bronze ages, if not in Europe,^ where it has 
left few traces, at least in certain districts of the New 
World. For instance, the mound builders, an ancient and 
long extinct race, whose earthworks excite the astonishment 
and admiration of the traveller in the valleys of the Ohio 
and Mississippi, wrought the native copper of Lake Supe- 
rior with stone hammers and without the aid of fire, long 
before the day when the Mexicans and Peruvians cast 
bronze statues, weapons, and ornaments of every kind. It 
is certain that Europe, whose advanced intellectual culture 
is justly the object of our admiration, was first inhabited 
by tribes to whom the use of metals was entirely unknown. 
Flints more or less skilfully fashioned, and other very hard 
materials, such as serpentine, quartz, and diorite, bones, 
horn, and wood were the only tools used in the manufac- 
ture of their weapons and of the implements of their rude 
industry. 

These tribes belonged, then, to the atone age^ the first 
stage of civilisation. But it has been thought expedient 
to divide this age into two periods, according to the dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection to which the workmanship of 
the implements had attained in each subdivision; the 
earlier of these two periods has received the name of 
archseohthic or palaeolithic (the age of rough hewn stone), 

^ Several urns and instruments of pure copper have, however, been 
found in the British Isles, in Hungary, Savoy, Switzerland, and Spain, 
where, according to M. de Prad, the copper age preceded the bronze 
age. According to M. Rougemont, the Russian Tschoudes also had their 
age of pure copper. Lastly, implements both of pure copper and of 
bronze have been taken from Egyptian tombs which date from the 
time of Suphis, the builder of the great pyramid. We cannot hitherto 
decide with certainty whether or no a copper age existed in France or 
in America. But it is a fact that ornaments of red copper (necklace 
beads, rings, and bracelets) have lately been found in the burial caves 
of Saint Jean d’Alcas and of Durfort, and even in the dolmens of 
Aveyron (Cazalis de Fondouce, Cartailhac). In this there is nothing 
surprising, since copper is far easier to work than bronze : it is therefore 
natural that the former should have preceded the latter, especially in 
districts where copper in a pure state is more or less abundant. 
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the more recent that of neolithic (age of polished stone).^ 
(See figs. I5 2, and 3.) 

The cave bear, the mammoth, the Rhinoceros ticho* 


A 



rhinus^ &c. belong to the first of these periods ; they 
had become extinct in the neolithic period. At this last 


* The archfeo- or palaeolithic ap:e is anterior to, the neolithic age 
posterior to, the second glacial epoch. 
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epoch even the reindeer had disappeared from our lands 
and had migrated northwards, whither the musk ox (Ovibos 
moschatus) soon followed it. The age of polished stone 
is further characterised by the construction of the dolmens, 
the dawn of agricultoe, and the complete domestication 
of several animals, which have since become the faithful 
companions or the useful servants of man. 

The neolithic age was succeeded by that of bronze, 
an alloy of about nine parts of copper to one of tin, 
which is inferior in hardness to steel, but usually harder 
than iron.^ 

After the lapse of a period of time whose duration is 
yet undetermined, iron, which is far more difficult of ex- 
traction and fusion than copper, replaced bronze; at which 
point the third period or stage of European civilisation 
began. 

It is sometimes rather difficult to draw the line sharply 
bet'ween the various ages which we have just enumerated ; 
the work of one is often carried on into another. Thus 
for instance in a single cave of the island of Zeeland, flints 
simply splintered, and those which are polished or at least 
carefully fashioned, have both been discovered ; and again 
during the age of bronze, even during that of iron, stone 
was still frequently used concurrently with metal. The 
discovery of one or more implements of stone in any given 
spot is, therefore, not a sufficient ground for asserting that 
these implements belong, actually and exclusively, to one 
or other of the palaeolithic or neolithic periods established 
by Lubbock.^ 

In like manner, the use of bronze was not discontinued 
immediately after the dawn of the iron age ; witness the 
tombs of Hallstadt in Austria, where bronze swords were 

^ It is supposed to be satisfactorily proved, that the iron age in 
Denmark extends back about as far as the Christian era ; the age of 
bronze is supposed to have lasted about 2,000 years ; lastly, the stone 
age, which includes the indefinite time previous to the bronze epoch, 
lasted for a thousand years, during which man occupied that country. 

- In North America, for instance, implements of rough hewn stone 
^re commonly found mixed with polished flints. It is therefore im- 
possible to establish any chronological order. 
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found with axes and knives of iron. At Hallstadt the 
passage from one age to another was evidently slow and 
gradual. But elsewhere, in Switzerland for instance, at 
the time of the invasion of the Helvetians, the transition 
appears to have been violent, like social revolutions or the 
great disturbances of the earth’s crust. In short it is easy 
to understand that in a given country, among a given 
people, a thousand circumstances may have influenced the 
successive or simultaneous use of stone and of metals. 
Hence arises a more or less pronounced inequality in the 
march of civilisation ; the use of iron, for example, being 
known to one people, whilst another had only stone and 
bronze at its disposal. Thus in Liguria, no trace of the 
use of metal previous to Eoman times has been discovered ; 
the age of stone lasted in that country until the beginning 
of history ; and finally, it was not until the early years of 
the present century that the Lapps abandoned the use of 
stone tools. 

Even in our day groups of men exist who are still in 
their lithic age, and who are nevertheless in intimate 
and daily relations with peoples who have attained an 
advanced stage of civilisation. Such are the Australians, 
who cling persistently to their savage life, and continue to 
use weapons and tools of stone in presence of the metals 
of every kind introduced by the English. The modern 
Papuans remain stationary, while under the influence of 
British civilisation the fauna and flora of their native land 
are undergoing a change as radical and complete as that 
which might be produced by a sudden disturbance of the 
earth’s crust. 

The New Caledonians of the present day employ iron 
implements concurrently with axes of well polished stone. 
Sir Samuel Baker assures us that the inhabitants of 
Illuria (Northern Africa) use extremely primitive tools, 
such as anvils and hammers of stone, and yet at the same 
time they show remarkable skill in ironwork. Similar facts 
have been observed among the Kaffirs and the inhabitants 
of Polynesia. According to Charles Smart, surgeon in the 
United States army, the Lacaudones of Chiquis, the last 
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remains of a people whom the conquerors were unable to 
subdue, live in huts built of palm leaves, and hunt with 
stone-headed arrows, though they cultivate the sugar-cane 
and fruit trees. 

We should, however, be drawing a false inference from 
these facts, in concluding that the tribes of which we have 
just spoken are still in the stone age properly so called. 
A slight esamination will prove this conclusion to be 
erroneous, and will show that the simultaneous use of stone 
and metal is no rarer in our own day than it was before 
and during the Trojan war. A sujS&cient proof is furnished 
us by the example of the smiths and tinkers of Ireland, 
who until a comparatively recent period used in their daily 
work hammers and anvils of stone. M. Emile Burnouf 
assures us that in certain districts of the Levant pieces of 
flint fixed in a triangular piece of wood drawn by a horse 
are still used to chop straw for fodder. 

If, therefore, as far as Europe is concerned, the ex- 
clusive use of stone may serve to characterise an extremely 
remote period, the case is different when instruments of 
metal are found in company with stone implements. Thus, 
when M. Moura, who represented the French interests at 
the court of the King of Camboja, discovered axes of 
polished stone among the strata of that country, the pre- 
sence of wrought copper permitted our learned colleague 
Dr. Noulet to consider these implements as marking the 
transition between the neolithic and bronze ages.^ The 
same inferences are naturally drawn on the several oc- 
casions when the simultaneous use of stone and metal 
has been found in Europe. 

It is therefore indispensable, before pronouncing an 
opinion as to the real age of a flint implement, to be 
thoroughly acquainted not only with the place where it 
was found, but also with all the circumstances which 
attended its discovery. Moreover, the use of iron is not 

^ Dr. Noulet, VAge de la pierre polie au Cmibodge^ d'apres lei 
dScouvertes de M. Moura^ lieutenant de vaisseau^ Toulouse, 1877. 
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necessarily preceded by that of bronze and copper (Northern 
Tartary, and Finland, are cases in point), and similarly 
copper and bronze may have been long in use among a 
people (such as the Mexicans and Peruvians), to the 
almost total exclusion of iron. As for the use of stone, 
unless it be exclusive, it does not, as we have just setui, 
imply any very marked social inferiority, still less any 
dehnite degree of antiquity. 

Nevertheless some authors have attempted to establish 
precise dates, assigning 5,000, or 7,000 years, as the most 
remote limit of the stone age ; 3,000, or 4,000 years, ns 
that of the age of bronze ; while the iron age would only 
have a duration of 2,000 years. ^ 

It is needless to point out that, so far, no proofs are 
forthcoming in support of these assertions, and that evtuy 
well-balanced mind should be on its guard against such 
precision, not to say audacity, of statement, since in the 
present state of science it is absolutely impossible that it 
can be trustworthy. We will therefore continue to 
employ this entirely relative or mineralogic chronology, 
until a better one is satisfactorily determined ; taking 
especial care not to neglect the valuable data which 
palaeontology, stratigraphy, and all industrial progress may 
furnish us. We must also remember that all the divi- 
sions we have established, of which the rigorous applicati(»n 
is hardly admissible, even as far as Europe is concerned, 
cannot be applied with any certainty to America, Africa, 
or Australia. Indeed numerous facts which have been 
observed in America, tend to prove that it is not necessary 
for the complete social development of a people that it 
should pass successively through the three ages of stout*, 
bronze, and iron. ’ 

As a summary of the preceding remarks, we may 
present them in a synoptic form. 

» According to Count Gozzadini, it appears nearly certain that, if 
toe yse of iron only began in Scandinavia towards the beginning of the 
Christian em, the metal was employed at Villanova and Marzabotto at 
least as early as 1500 b c. 
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Mineralogic Chronology. 


-A-ges. 

Stone. 


( 


Copper. 

Bronze. 

Iron. 


/Flints simply chipped (palaso- or arch^lithic age of 
J Lubbock 0- 

^Polished Flints (neolithic age, id.) 

/ Completely transitory, and apparently accidental in 
J Europe. 

i More real and permanent in America. 

Common to the two continents, but at different epochs. 

( Comparatively recent in America and Scandinavia, more 
1 remote in Italy and the rest of Europe. 



Saint-Acheul Type. Axe, carved on both sides. 
Pig. 4. Front view. FiG. 5. Side view. 


M. de Mortillet has proposed to substitute for this 
chronology, which is altogether mineralogic, another 
founded solely upon the relative skill shown in the work- 
manship of the flints. Setting aside for the moment the 
flints of Saint-Prest and of the calcareous beds of Beauce, 
of which we shall speak presently, we give the following 
chronology, which we may call industrial : 

1. The Saint-Acheul epoch, the oldest of the qua- 
ternary beds, characterised by its amygdaloid or almond 
shaped axes (figs. 4 and 5). 

^ Evans subdivides the neolithic age into two periods ; that of river 
gravels and that of the cmes. 
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2. The Monstier epochs with its scrapers, and triangular 
lance heads, worked only on one side (%s. 6, 7, and 8). 



Moustier Type. Lance'IIEAd, carved only o.\ one side. 

Fig. 6. Uncut surface. Fig. 7. Side view. Fkj. s. Carved .surface. 


3. The Solutre epoch, with its beautiful arrow-heads 
cut in the form of laurel leaves (fig. 9). 



Fig. 0. SoLiTTRE Type. Lance head. 


4. The Madelaine epoch, in which bone implements 
and weapons are found with those of stone, 

5. The Eobenhausen epoch, or that of polished stone. 
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These divisions are worth consulting, for thev are 
ful landmarks in this long series of centuries which innsT 
have elapsed between the earliest traces of human imlustry 
and the age of bronze properly so called. 

Unfortunately, in this case also, the authors who have 
paid most attention to this subject are far from bt*ing 
agreed; and the determination of’the limits and natun* of 
prehistoric epochs is at present chanudca-istnl by a certain 
vagueness which future discoveries and comparisons will 
doubtless help to dissipate. 

Professor Broca, by turning to account the data fur- 
nished at once by stratigraphy, paheontology, and ar<*Iia o- 
logy, has already been able to establish among tlu" data in 
question a certain agreement or eoneordance, of which tlif* 
following table may serve to show the importanc(^ anti 
appropriateness. 
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It was for some time generally boHeved that the age 
of stone was confined to northern Europe. It is now es- 
tablished beyond dispute that every part of this continent 
at one time employed carved flints to the exclusion of all 
metal, and that the age in question has been more or less 
fully represented, at diflFerent times, not only in Scandinavia, 
but also in Finland, Germany, France, Italy, England, 



PAL.5:0LITHIC AND NEOLITHIC AGES. 29 

Belgium, Syria, Palestine, in Egypt, China, Japan, in India, 
and even in America. Finally, it must be remembered 
that all we have said respecting the succession of the 
ditferent ages applies almost exclusively to Europe, some- 
times exclusively to France. 

Certain authors, among others MM. de Mortillet, Car- 
tailhac, and Forel, of Lausanne, have asserted that there 
exists an immense interval between the palaeolithic and 
neolithic ages, considered from the three points of view of 
ethnology, palaeontology, and workmanship. But M. Cazalis 
de Fondouce maintains that no such interval exists.^ He 
holds first, with M. de Quatrefages, that there was a con- 
tinuity of race during the two epochs, and that a great part 
of the present population of Europe is descended from 
those prehistoric men whom we are now considering ; and 
he maintains that, in the quaternary fauna, between the 
ages of carved and of polished stone, there is the same 
continuity. Successive extinctions have taken place, clear- 
ances brought about gradually in the lapse of time, from 
the disappearance of the cave bear and of the mammoth 
to the migration of the reindeer And of the musk ox to- 
wards colder climates than our own ; but the animals of the 
neolithic period, and even those of modem times, are the 
survivors of that ancient fauna in the midst of which dwelt 
the men of Abbeville and Cro-Magnon. The quaternary 
flora, as we shall presently see, leads us to precisely the 
same conclusions. In short, everything tends to show that 
there is direct filiation between the rude workmanship of 
the flint of Saint-Acheul, and the skilled workmanship of 
the flint of the neolithic age. But a still better proof 
that this gap, assumed to exist by certain archaeologists, is 
purely imaginative, is to be found in the recent discovery 
of a deposit which presents the manifest transition between 
the ages of splintered and of polished stone. I allude to 
the cave of Duruthy, situated near Sorde (Basses Pyrenees), 
where MM. Lartet and Chaplain-Duparc have observed ‘ a 
human race, associated in Perigord with the mammoth, 

* See Cazalis de Fondouce, Pierre taillfe et PU’rre poUe^ lac^me qni 
auraJvt esdste entre aes deux dyes ; lievue (P Antlieropohyie^ 1874, p. 631, 
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the lion, and the reindeer,’ first in the age of triangular 
bone arrow-heads (Cro-Magnon), then in that characterised 
by the barbed bone arrow-heads, and representations of 
animals (La Madelaine, Langerie Basse), and which, after 
manifesting itself in the fully developed artistic phase at 
the bottom of the cave discovered at Sorde, is found again 
towards the upper part of the same cave, with flint weapons, 
which from their finished form and rudimentary ..polish 
might almost be classed in the age of polished stone.^ 

In conclusion ; the three ages of stone, bronze, and iron 
have not been in all places and at all times successive, 
but very often simultaneous. Though they mark three 
stages in the civilisation of nations, it does not follow that 
all have passed through them at the same periods. The 
chronological value of these ages is not always therefore 
absolute and general, but sometimes purely local and 
relative. Finally, flint implements are so far from being* 
themselves, and in all cases, the distinctive marks of a 
very remote epoch, that many tribes, even among those 
to whom- the use of iron is known, often employ stone in 
preference to metal. On the continent of Europe the 
general series of facts has everywhere been the same, but 
the details, the particular characters, have varied accord- 
ing to a great number of local circumstances. Though 
they resemble each other, there is not always perfect 
synchronism. It is not therefore to be wondered at, if 
we are stiU, as regards many points, reduced to mere con- 
jecture and hypothesis. The important point is the 
establishment of the principal landmarks ; this has been 
already done more or less successfully ; the future will 
decide whether it is necessary to displace them. 

IV. THE G-BEAT A2VTIOTITY OF MAH PROVED BY 
EGYPTIAH MOHUMEHTS. 

Formerly learned men regarded the famous lists of 
the kings of Egypt, drawn up by Manetho, as apocryphal 
and false, lists which ascribed an extremely remote date 

^ Loxas Lartet et Chaplain Duparc, V?ie sepulture des ancient troglo* 
df/tes des PyreneeSf Paris, 1874. 
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to the most ancient dynasties. At the present day the 
curious monuments brought to light by the excavations of 
M, de Mariette have shown that far from having gone 
beyond the fiicts of history, and ^ over»crowded his picturt* 
with imaginary Pharaohs’ (as M. Maury has happily 
expressed it), Manetho has omitted several whose inscri];H 
tioiis and devices modern Egyptian scholars can read 
almost as easily as the inscription on the Pantheon may 
be read in Paris. 

It is no longer disputed that ^ on the banks of the Is' ilo 
art and civilisation date from a time anterior to all history ; 
that Egypt was from the beginning cast in a mould which 
has hardly changed with ages, and which the foreign con- 
querors who succeeded in establishing their rule in the 
land were forced to respect,’ ^ 

The development of this idea, which strongly supports 
our own theory, forms the subject of a learned paper by 
this well-known Academician, with which the readers of 
the^Eevue des deux Mondes’ are doubtless acquainted. 
In order to dissipate every legitimate doubt as to the gn^at 
antiquity of the Egyptian people, and of their civilisatitai 
and their arts, it is not necessary to cross the sea, to go to 
Karnac and to penetrate into its temple, four times as 
large as Notre l)ame in Paris, although it was reserved 
exclusively for the devotions of the king. It was enough 
to visit the little temple of Philae in the Champ de IMars, 
where the rich treasures of the Egyptian exhibition (18(> 7 ) 
were displayed to the eyes of all nations. Their artistic 
beauty and richness, and above all the art displayed in the 
adorning of the sepulchres, were very remarkable. This is 
due to the fact that the inhabitants of the Nile, ever pre- 
occupied with the idea of a future life, looked upon th.c 
tombs ‘as their true abodes throughout eternity’ (Alfred 
Maury). Here were exposed coffins in the form of nnnn- 
mies, entirely covered with symbolic figures whose colour^* 
have resisted the ravages of time, and two stiitues, the one 
of diorite, the other of green basalt, representing the king 

^ Alfred Maury, L'ancienne d'apres Ics dernii’rn dk-ovvrrtt^'i : 

Berue dfs deux Mondes, Sept. 1, iS(>7, p. 183. 
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Chafra or Chepliren (the fourth king of the fourth dynasty, 
and the builder of the second of the great pyramids); 
statues so well preserved, one of them especially, that they 
appear to be ‘ fresh from the hands of the able sculptor by 
whom they were carved more than 5,000 years ago.’ 

Art does not attain at once to that grace of line and truth 
of expression of which the face of Pharaoh, son of Ea, the 
sun-god (Chafra), offers us an example. Side by side with 
these statues of the king Chafra or Schaffra we may place 
the wooden statue of one named Ea-em~ke, remarkable 
for its wonderful state of preservation, and also for its 
beauty as a work of art, unsurpassed by any of the Greeks, 
as we are told by a competent judge.^ This Ea-em-ke 
was the governor of a province during the fifth d 3 aiasty, 
that is to say, about a century later than king Schaffra. 
Lastly, the door of the great pyramid of Sakkara, now one 
of the most precious treasures of the Berlin Museum, 
formed part of a monument, which, if it were really built, 
as it is generally believed, under the first dynasty,® has 
withstood for nearly sixty-eight centuries the destroying 
hand of man and of time. 

^ Such figures terrify the imagination. Forty-nine cen- 
turies before the birth of Christ is a great age for a work 
of human hands, and above all, for a true work of art. 
Neither India, Asia, nor Assyria have any reKcs of a time 
which approaches so nearly to the origin of humanity. 
But that which is really overwhelming to the mind is to 
find at that date, not savage tribes, but a powerfully con- 
stituted society, of which the formation must have required' 
the lapse of centuries; a civilised people advanced in science' 
and art, and in the knowledge of mechanics, capable of 
raising monuments of immense size and of indestructible 
solidity.’ ^ | 

I shall only mention the jewels found at Thebes on the 
mummy of the queen Aah-hotep, mother of king Amosis, 

^ M. Fr. Lenormant. 

* Under King Unennephes, 4895 b.c. 

* F. Lenormant, VAntiquite a V Exposition 'universelle ; Gazette deif 
Beaux- Arts, Sept. 1, 1867. 
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jewels of unequalled finish and beauty, although they date 
from the time when Joseph became the minister of the 
then reigning Pharaoh. Necklaces, bracelets, mirrors, 
and sacred axes of bronze, carved and gilt, a richly worke(l 
dagger, enamelled earthen vases, &c., all these works of 
antique art excite our surprise and admiratiop. ‘ Neither 
Greece nor Etruria,’ we are told by M. Lenormant, ‘ has 
produced any jewels which surpass those of the queen 
Aah-hotep in grandeur of conception, in elegance and 
purity of form, or in beauty of workmanship. But imagi- 
nation is confounded at the thought that these ornaments, 
which reveal such a high degree of artistic culture, such 
wonderful manual skill in the workmen, are the product of 
a time of civil trouble and of war, when Egypt was pain- 
fully emerging from a long-continued struggle with a hord<‘ 
of barbarians (hylcsos or shepherd kings) whose invasion 
had covered her land with ruins.’ 

It is time to conclude, but I cannot refrain from no- 
ticing two other objects in a wonderful state of preservation 
which were exposed in the collection of j\I. Mariette. Here 
again M. Lenormant shall speak for us. The graceful 
wooden spoon, which represents a young Nubian girl swim- 
ming and pushing an oval basin before her on the surface 
of the water, is of the time of Moses. With a little 
imagination we might almost believe that it lay on tlni 
table of Pharaoh’s daughter. This charming little basket, 
with a cover woven of parti-coloured cane, and admirably 
preserved, which one of our own ladies might use as a 
work-basket, was found at Thebes in a tomb of the eleventh 
dynasty. It is therefore two centuries older than Abraham, 
Many centuries must have elapsed before such a degree of 
perfection was attiiined, and we are, indeed, far remove<i 
from the first attempts at sculpture which have been dug 
out of the caverns of Languedoc and Perigord. Yet there 
can be no doubt that Egyptian art, so perfect under the 
reign of Chephren and his successors, began by equally 
rude attempts. But from what remote age they date, o*r 
what were the names of those earlier artists, we know as 

D 
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little as we know who were the sculptors whose chisel 
created the sphinx and the statues of the kings.’ 

We must add that in the remote epochs of which we 
are speaking, the Egyptian tongue was already formed, 
and possessed a written character. The greater number 
of our domestic animals were bred by the Egyptians, and 
distinct and long established breeds were known to them 
(greyhounds, lop-eared goats, &c.). No one can tell with 
certainty the number of centuries they must have passed 
through before attaining to so complex a civilisation. 
The whole history of Egypt confirms our belief in the 
immense antiquity of the human race. 

We pass on now to compare the remains of primitive 
industry preserved in the diluvian gravel of the valleys or 
the sediment of the bone caves with the works of Egyptian 
art. We must study the flints and the lesson to be drawn 
from them. 
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THE wonx OF BOUCHER BE BERTHES. 

I. THE SPLIISTTEBED FLINTS OF ABBEVILLE, 

To the history of the diluvium a discovery belongs vrhich, 
though insignificant in appearance, is in reality of the 
utmost importance from its bearing upon primitive in- 
dustry : I allude to the flints, sometimes merely chipped 
into shape, sometimes carefully polished, found in such 
abundance and in such widely distant parts of the earth, 
from Paris to Nineveh, from China to Camboja, from 
Greenland to the Cape of Good Hope. Although the true 
nature of these flints has not been made known to us for 
more than forty years, the ancients knew of their existence, 
and, at least to those that were polished, they gave the 
strange names of lapides fulminis^ ceraunice gemmc% 
which expressed the strange notion that they had fallen 
from the skies with the thunderclap, or were formed in 
the earth by the tire of Jove. They afterwards came to he 
looked upon as ‘ freaks of nature ’ (hisus natuvoi) : as early 
as 1734, Mahudel, and after him Mercati, ventured to say 
that they were the weapons of antediluvian man, but this 
bold assertion was received with ridicule and incredulity. 

Buffonin 1778, in his ‘^Epoques de la Nature,’ affirmed 
again that the first men began by sharpening into the 
form of axes these hard flints, jades, or thunder-bolts, 
which were believed to have fallen from the clouds and to 
be formed by the thunder, but which, said he, ^ are merely 
the first monuments of the art of man in a state of nature.’ 
This just theory passed unnoticed at the time, but all 
'i^entific men are now agreed upon its truth. But it 

V 2 
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IS to M. Boucher de Perthes that the honour belongs of 
having dispersed all doubts and inspired conviction. From 
the year 1836 to 1841 he made researches, pickaxe in 
hand, among the ancient tombs, the caves, the peat 
mosses, the diluvium of the valleys and of the bone 
caves, and collected thence flints of a remarkable form, 
more or less sharpened at the edges, presenting a number 
of unequal facets, and shaped like axes or knives. The 
origin of these chipped stones and the strata to which 
they rightly belong form the subject of a series of in- 
genious inductions, and of prophetic remarks which the 
event soon justified. I leave the author to speak for 
himself : 

^ The yellowish tinge of some of these chipped stones 
of the diluvium was a first indication. This tinge was 
not that of the flint itself, but was entirely superficial, 
whence I concluded it was due to the ferruginous nature 
of the soil with which the stone had come in contact, 
A certain layer of the diluvium fulfilled this condition ; 
the shade of colour was precisely that of my axes. They 
had been imbedded in it, but the question remained 
whether their presence there was the effect of a recent 
revolution, and later displacement, or if it dated from the 
formation of the bed. If the axe was in the bed from its 
beginning the problem was solved ; the man who had 
made the implement was anterior to the cataclysm to 
which the deposit owed its formation. In this case there 
is no possibility for doubt ; for the diluvian deposits do not, 
like the peat-bogs, present an elastic and permeable mass, 
nor a gaping chasm like the bone caves, open to every 
comer, and which have for centuries served as a sheltei> 
and then as a tomb, to so many different creatures ; in 
sucn a mixture of all ages, in this neutral bed, a species 
ot caravanserai for past generations, it is impossible to 
characterise the different epochs. 

‘In the diluvian formations, on the contrary, each 
period is sharply defined. The horizontally disposed 
lexers, th^e strata differing in colour and substance 
show us the history of the past in clear characters : the 
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great convulsions of nature seem to be traced upon them 
by the finger of Grod. 

^ Here the proofs begin ; and they cannot be gain- 
said, if this work of human hands, of which I said, It is 
there,” has remained there from the first. As irremovable 
as the bed itself, it came with it, and has there remained, 
and since it has aided in its formation, it had a prior 
existence.’ ^ 

This work of human hands, to which M. Boucher de 
Perthes was devoting all his efforts, was ^ those rude stones 
which in their imperfection prove the existence of man no 
less surely than such a building as the Louvre itself could 
have done.’ 

He had found the proofs which he sought so eagerly, 
and in 1839 he brought them from Abbeville to Paris : but 
the axes and knives of the diluvium excited the ridicule of 
geologists, and inspired them with doubts as to the sanity 
of the man of genius who came with a candour which 
does him honour, to submit his discoveries to those who 
could not understand him. They were afraid of these 
stones, whose language, as interpreted by M. Boucher de 
Perthes, concealed, as they thought, some heresy or mysti- 
fication ; and for a time the flints of Abbeville were con- 
demned to ridicule or oblivion. But fortunately, as it 
nearly always happens, truth, long unrecognised, ended 
by overcoming the systematic resistance, the absurd preju- 
dices, and the presumptuous incredulity of its opponents. 
They consented at last to examine the discoveries, and 
thenceforward doubt became impossible. They had under 
their eyes the manifest proof of human workmanship of a 
much earlier date than the earliest traditions, or than the 
monuments which the most remote antiquity has left us. 

In spite of the evidence of proofs, the question was 
not generally considered to be resolved; objections poured 
in from every quarter. Some maintained that these 
fractured flints were not of human workmanship ; that 
they were of volcanic origin ; melted by intense heat, and 

* Boucher de Perthes, De Vftormne anUdiluvien et de see ceiivres p. 3 
Paris, 1860. ’ 
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thrown up into space from the crater, they fell back into 
the water in the form of a vitrified glass. Others attributed 
them to the action of frost, which had split the flints 
so adroitly as to cause them to take the form of axes 
and knives. The means by which they were introduced 
into the Uiluvian beds was easily explained by the assertion 
that the workmen employed in the excavations had placed 
them there. Some even went so far as to maintain that 
these axes had penetrated the upper layers in virtue of 
their own weight, as if the beds in which they are found 
were sufficiently permeable ever to have allowed of such 
infiltration. 

Some well-known geologists asserted that these de- 
posits were of recent origin, or at least but little earlier than 
the arrival of the Eomans in Gaul. Others, considering 
them to belong to the quaternary epoch, that is, to a pre- 
historic period, have maintained the opinion, unsupported 
by any adequate proof, that these strata have been dis- 
turbed by man ; that is, that their original position has 
been changed long after their formation. Others again 
asserted that these chipped stones were merely gunflints : 
^ a remarkable statement,’ said a critic, with a spice of 
malice, ^ which proves that its authors were very certainly 
not the inventors of gunpowder.’ 

Indeed these objections are not serious, and it seems 
astonishing that they can have been seriously made by 
their authors. The first, which attributes the origin of 
the flints to volcanic action, may be classed with the 
ancient notion which attributed to Jove the origin of 
the lapides fidminis^ of the cerauTiice gemvicB. The 
second, which explains the origin of these same flints by 
the action of frost, is no explanation at all. To admit the 
third, we must admit also the most complete under- 
standing among the workmen of every country, and these 
are not a few, where artificially shaped stones have been 
found in the diluvium. The fourth objection, asserting 
that the stones deposited on the surfaces of the diluvian 
beds have by their own weight buried themselves in them, 
is sufficiently refuted by its own absurdity. 
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There remains, then, only the assertion of those who 
hold that the diluvian stnita, displaced aft to* their forma- 
tion, received at a comparatively recent epoch tlu^ ax(ts 
and knives which they contain. Ihit as M, Ikmclun* 
de Perthes reasonably demands, by whom W(n‘e they divS- 
plaeed? Not by man, for the whole population of Gaul 
would not have sufficed for the task, even if tlu^ diluvitim 
of Abbeville were alone in cpiestioiu Tlie uttiw im- 
possibility of such a <iisplacement is made manifest wht*u 
we consider that tin* same phenomeiuan that is, the pre- 
sence of hewn flints, has been observed in the same 
situations and in identical cireumstanct's in all (piarters of 
the globe. 

Moreover, the bones of extinct animals, of fossil ani- 
mals in the stmse which Cuvier himself attjuffied to the 
word, are nearly always found with the flints in qin^stion. 
J:?uch are the Mephds priraif/ejiui.^^ the Rhinoceros tickih- 
rhimcs^&c. Again, a whole limb of the Jihinoceros hami- 
toichm was found at Menchecmirt, of whi(*h the different 
bones were still, as it W(*re, articulated and plac<*d eacli in 
the position which they had occupied during lihu Cer- 
tainly, if, as it must be adntifted, this limb had occupied 
\uuiisturbed for thousands of years its origiTial positi<m in 
the gravelly bed where it was found, it is impossible still to 
deny that the hewn flints lying besult^ it. were contempo- 
raneous with it. 

Many other similar or analogous faets have been 
observed. However, it must be owned that we cannot 
eoneliide with absolute eertiiinty that theyan^ of the sjime 
date from the fact that the flints are fn*quently found in 
company wdth the bones of extinct species. It is just 
possible that violent currents had borne along in their 
(‘ourse and mingled together the (Ifhris of very diffierimt 
epochs. But. doubt would be no longer possible if unetpii- 
vocal traces of human workmanship were <liscovcred iqxnt 
tiie bones found burit^d in the same b(*ds with the flints. 

Our leameti colleague, how(*ver, M. Kd, Lartc^t saw, 
and many others have since seen, incisions made by a sharp 
instrument, probably a flint kniftg upon the bones of the 
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rhinoceros, and upon the antlers of stags of extinct species 
which were found in all the diluvian beds of the valley of 
the Somme. Similar examples have since been repeatedly 
remarked, and there is no tolerably complete collection 
which does not contain flint implements found in company 
with the antlers and bones of extinct animals, bearing the 
marks of the teeth of saws or of incisions made in order to 
detach the skin from them, to separate them from the 
skull, or to divide them into fragments of a convenient 
size. 

■\Ve may conclude then, that the flints of the diluvium 
(,f Picardy are the productions of human art, proving that 
the man of Abbeville lived at the same time as the mam- 
moth and the Rhinoceros hcemitoechus, that is to say, at an 
altogether prehistoric period. At that time the bed of the 
Somme was 60 ft. higher than its present level; the 
river had not then hollowed out the valley in which it 
now flows. England was not separated from France by 
the Straits of Dover at the epoch of which we are speak- 
ing; and supposing London and Abbeville to have been 
then in existence, the traveller might have gone from 
one town to the other on foot. The Khine valley stretched 
away to the northward across the plains not yet sub- 
merged beneath the G-erman Ocean, and received the 
tributary waters of the Humber, the Tweed, and the 
Thames, whose streams were fuller and more rapid than 
they are in our day. The Ehine and the Ehone, abun- 
dantly fed from the same source, hollowed their vast beds, 
bearing along in their currents the debris of the con- 
temporary fauna, and burying with them the stone im- 
plements of our European ancestors in the fresh deposits 
which they formed. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the important results ob- 
tained by the patient researches of M. Boucher de Per- 
thes, the Institute, for more than fifteen years, regarded 
with the most complete indifference the discoveries of 
the learned antiquary of the Somme. Finally, however, 
its in timbers were obliged by the force of circumstances to 
cast a more or less contemptuous glance upon these dis- 
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coveries. A paper ^ written by Dr. Eigollot, at first the 
declared adversary, but afterwards the warm partisan of the 
theories of Boucher de Perthes, drew the attention of the 
first scientific body in France to the ^Antiquites Dilu- 
viennes,’ a book which contains, it is true, many daring 
conjectures, but at the same time a number of convincing 
facts, ingenious theories, and unanswerable arguments. 

As the author says, Hhis attention was not kindly. 
A purely geological question was made the subject of 
religious controversy. Those who threw no doubt upon 
my religion accused me of rashness : an unknown archaeolo- 
gist, a geologist without a diploma, I was aspiring, they said, 
to overthrow a whole system confirmed by long experience 
and adopted by so many distinguished men. They declared 
that this was a strange presumption on my part. Strange, 
indeed ; but I had not then, and I never have had, any 
such intentions. I revealed a fact; consequences were 
deduced from it, but I had not made them. Truth is 
no man’s work ; she was created before us and is older 
than the world itself ; often sought, more often repulsed, 
we find, but do not invent her. Sometimes too we seek 
her wrongly, for truth is to be found not only in books ; she 
is everywhere ; in the water, in the air, on the earth ; we 
cannot make a step without meeting her, and when we do 
not perceive her it is because we shut our eyes or turn 
away our head. It is our prejudices or our ignorance 
which prevent us from seeing her, from touching her. 
If we do not ^ee her to-day, we shall see her to-morrow ; 
for strive as we may to avoid her, she will appear when 
the time is ripe. Happy the man who is prepared to 
greet her, and to say to the passers-by. Behold her ! ’ ^ 

As the Institute of France had so long refused to listen 
or to believe, it is not astonishing that the public re- 
mained indifferent or incredulous, and that as late as 1853 
M. Boucher de Perthes was still asked how it was that 

‘ Dr. Rigollot, M'fmoire mr Us instruments en silecc trouvh a Sahit- 
Acheul, Amiens, 1851. 

^ Boucher de Perthes, De Vltomme antediluvien et de ses oeuvres^ 
p 13, Paris, 1860. 
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bis pretended antediluvian axes and knives were only to 
be found in the gravel beds of the valley of the Somme ; 
how it happened that he alone had found any such? 
>"umerous facts gave a prompt reply to these questions, 
of which the contempt and incredulity were ill-disguised. 
Others were sought for and were found, indeed, had already 
been almost unconsciously found. 

In fact, without going back to the precise details 
which antiquity has furnished us respecting the flints 
called thunder-bolts, there is in the British Museum a 
stone weapon, found by Conyers, as the label tells us, 
more than a century and a half ago, with an elephant’s 
tooth, near Grruyes. This weapon, which, according to 
Evans, is rudely sketched in a letter on the antiquities 
of London, dated 1715, is the exact reproduction of the 
flint lance heads so common in the diluvian beds of Abbe- 
ville and Saint-Acheul. 

A century later than Conyers, in 1800, John Frere found 
in a gravel quarry at Hoxne, in Suffolk, flint tools of the 
same type as those since found in the valley of the Somme, 
and like them, intermixed with bones of extinct elephants 
and rhinoceros. Similar discoveries have since been made 
in every quarter of the globe. Thus in this case also, 
truth, long denied and banished, has overcome systematic 
and contemptuous incredulity, and, at the moment I write 
these lines, there is no scientific man who is not convinced 
that the most rudely shaped flints show human workman- 
ship as clearly as the axes of the Eoman lictors : for ^ the 
flints speak,’ says Lubbock. We have heard and have still 
more to hear of what they have to tell us. 

II. DISCO VEBY OP THE JAWBONE OP MOIJLIH- 
Q,TJIGH03Sr. 

On March 23, 1863 (we are careful to give this me- 
morable date), M. Boucher de Perthes was gratified by 
the discovery, at Moulin-Quignon, of the famous jaw- 
bone, or rather the part of a human jawbone, which 
became the subject of so much controversy. It lay im- 
bedded about five yards deep in dark sandy gravel, the 
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but in the present case they did not feel absolutely con- 
vinced, and they said so honestly* 

Their doubts were principally due to the close resem- 
blance which this jawbone bears, physically and anato- 
mically, to other inferior maxillaries belonging to members 
of races now in existence. Prompted by the desire of dis- 
pelling such doubts, and of resolving at once and for 
all the important question in debate, M. de Quatrefages 
proposed that a kind of congress should be held, at 
which, after having seen and handled the subject of dis- 
pute, Enghsh and French men of science should discuss 
together the difficult or disputed points and then draw 
their conclusions. 

In accordance with this suggestion, Messrs. Busk, 
Carpenter, Falconer, and Prestwich went to Abbeville. 
Among the French savants were MM. Milne-Ed wards, 
de Quatrefages, Desnoyers, Delesse, Lartet, Daubree, 
Delafosse, Hebert, Albert Graudry, P. Bert, Alph. Milne- 
Edwards, de Vibraye, Dr. Yaillant, FAbbe Bourgeois, 
Dr. Grarrigou, &c. M. H. Milne-Ed wards was chosen 
president of the congress. After the facts had been 
examined and discussed, it was unanimously agreed that 
the axes and the jawbone of Moulin-Quignon were really 
authentic, and that fraud had had no part in their burial. 
However, Messrs. Busk and Falconer still desired to make 
some reservations, and the latter requested that the 
following declaration should be annexed to the report. 

‘ My opinion is that the discovery of the human jaw- 
bone is authentic, but that neither its characteristics nor 
the conditions under which it was found, sufficiently prove 
that the aforesaid jawbone is of very great antiquity.’ 

Messrs. H. Milne-Edwards, de Quatrefages, Lartet, 
Prest-wich, and Carpenter, on the other hand, remained 
firm in the belief that this human relic belonged to an 
extremely remote date. M. Pictet of Geneva, and the 
immense majority of geologists, both French and foreign, 
embraced this opinion, and declared that the man of 
Moulin-Quignon had witnessed the geological phenomenon 
which had deposited the beds of diluvian gravel. 
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Messrs. Falconer and Busk did not remain long uncon- 
vinced. One dissentient voice was raised, however, in the 
midst of the general concord, and ajfirmed in the Academy 
of Sciences at Paris, that neither the axes of Mouhn- 
Quignon, nor those of Menchecourt, and of Abbeville, nor 
even those of Grenelle and Clichy, should be considered as 
diluvian. Subsequent causes had imbedded them in 
these strata, which bad been disturbed and were even 
comparatively modern. Therefore, added the same Aca- 
demician, a great authority in geological questions, it is a 
mistake or a chimera to believe that man was the con- 
temporary of the mammoth or the diluvian rhinoceros. 
This incredulous, or at least exceedingly cautious Acade- 
mician, was M. Elie de Beaumont. 

On the other hand, we can oppose to this well-known 
name those of MM. Prestwich, Lyell, Lartet, Des- 
noyers, Gaudry, and others, who all maintained that the 
beds of Abbeville and of Moulin-Quignon belonged to the 
quaternary epoch, and had remained undisturbed from 
the day of their formation. 

This was the state of affairs, and the ^ trial of the jaw- 
bone’ seemed to be at an end, when on July 18, 1864, 
M. de Quatrefages communicated to the Academy a new 
Note^ in which he announced that M. Boucher de Perthes 
had just found, in the district of Moulin-Quignon, already 
so famous, a second jawbone, a skull, and other human 
bones. The author of the memorandum insisted upon the 
identity of the spot, upon the precautions taken to avoid 
deception, and he declared himself to be as before, abso- 
lutely convinced of the authenticity of these remains. 
The learned Academician left it to geologists to determine 
the age of the beds whence they were taken, and also the 
antiquity of the human race buried therein. 

The question now appeared to be definitively settled, 
for so many minute precautions, such a careful examina- 
tion, such learned consultations, with names so justly re- 
spected, seemed to be a guarantee of the truth which was 
above the least suspicion. Yet it was whispered, and even 
audibly spoken in certain circles which profess to be well 
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informed, that the members of the Congress of Abbeville 
were the victims of a monstrous fraud, and Evans himself 
repeats that ‘ I do not of course allude to the too cele- 
brated Moulin-Quignon jaw, over which I have already 
pronounced a Requiescat'in pace.'' ^ 

Even granting that this deception was really practised, 
no one can deny that the skulls of Grrenelle and of Clichy, 
of which we shall soon have occasion to speak, were taken 
from an undisturbed bed of grey diluvium, as ancient as 
that of Moulin-Quignon. The skulls of Neanderthal, of 
Engis, &e., and the jawbones of Naulette (figs. 11 and 12), 




of Aurignac, and of Arcy, found in the bone caves of the 
palaeolithic age, also bear strong testimony in favour of 
the great antiquity of the human race. It is in the caves 
therefore that we will now seek our proofs. But here, 
more than anywhere else, we must surround ourselves with 

' See Evans, Tlie Andmt Stone Implements^ "Weapons, and Orna- 
ments of Great Britain, p. 617, Although human bones have not yet 
been found in the diluvium of English valleys, the author whom we 
have just quoted admits that the human race is contemporaneous with 
the extinct animals of which the remains are found abundantly in 
France in the same diluvium, or in a number of bone caves. 
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minute precautions. We sliall have to examine the bones 
and other objects which are found there, and determine 
whether they are buried in a virgin soil which has never 
been disturbed ; since it is on this condition only that we 
can draw certain conclusions from the facts which have 
been observed. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

THE BONE CAVEi^. 

I. HISTOKY OF THE QUESTIOIST. 

Every important discovery is generally preceded by partial 
discoveries which herald or foreshadow irs approach. Some 
fact attracts the attention of an observant mind ; another 
similar fact appears, perhaps simultaneously, perhaps 
after an interval of greater or less duration ; other phe- 
nomena of like nature group themselves around the first ; 
and this assemblage of scattered gleams produces a ray of 
light which at length strikes the, eyes of all beholders. 
But the new idea which shines out brilliantly from the 
surrounding obscurity is nearly always opposed to the 
reigning opinion which has become, so to speak, an article 
of scientific, often even of religious faith. Hence arise a 
strenuous opposition, a more or less passionate strife, 
until at last the human mind can enjoy its new conquest 
in peace. 

ISuch is the approximate history of every question 
which has been the subject of human dispute. That 
which concerns the synchronism of our species with the 
great extinct mammals could form no exception to the 
general law. Proofs of this fact are now abundant ; and 
the bone caves have furnished a contingent which is by 
no means to be despised. 

As early as 1828, Tournal of Narbonne announced to 
the scientific world the discovery of human remains,^ and 
of things fashioned by the hand of man, in the cave of 
Bize (Aude) intermixed with bones of animals which 

* A fragment of the superior maxillary. 



MAN AND EXTINCT SPECIES CONTEMPOEABY. 49 


Cuvier himself considered as fossil in every, acceptation of 
the word. This discovery, important in every point of 
view, was received with a caution which was almost exces- 
sive, even on the pai't of the Institute. 

It is true that the proof is not absolutely complete, 
since the cave of Bize was at one time beheved to date 
only from the time of the reindeer, and, as it was said, con- 
tained no remains of the cave bear, nor of the cave hyena, 
nor of the mammoth, nor of the Rhinoceros tichorhinus^ 
&c., in a word, of none of the great characteristic mam- 
malia of the beginning of the quaternary epoch. But at 
the present day every serious objection disappears in face 
of the facts attested by Gervais,’that the cave bear and cave 
iiyena do occur at Bize, that he has himself found them 
there, and that consequently the cave is of more ancient 
date than was originally believed. We cite the words 
of the learned professor of the museum, who is known to 
be as a rule opposed to the theory of the great antiquity 
of man. 

^ I maintain that the Ursus spelcens and the Hycena 
spelcea are buried in tlfe same place as man ; and that the 
cave of Bize may be cited as a proof in support of the 
opinion that our species was the contemporary of these 
two great carnivora.’ ^ 

Every doubt as to the contemporary existence of man 
and of extinct species should have disappeared, when on 
June 29, 1829, M. de Christol, then secretary of the 
Societe d’Histoire Naturelle of Montpellier, submitted to 
the Institute a paper entitled, ^ Notice sur les ossements 
fossiles des cavemes du departement du Gard.’ The 
author of this work, which received at the time less 
notice than it deserved, after having carefully examined 
the caves of Pondres and of Souvignargues (Gard), adduced 
new and conclusive facts in support of those already cited 
by M. Tournal. He proved incontestably, as we think, 
that the cave of Pondres, being entirely filled by the 
diluvium at the time when he visited it, could not have 

^ Gervais, liechefrchcs sur Vandennete de VJwvinu; et de la phixfde 
q^uaternaiTe^ p, 54, 
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received any substance of modern or foreign origin, which, 
has sometimes happened with certain hollows more ea^^Y 
of access. He showed further that the bones of hyenas 
and the fragments of pottery which occur there are found 
at every depth, and that the human remains are ' irr 
precisely the same geological conditions as all the other 
bones with which they are associated.’ 

At Souvignargues M. de Christol dug out of the 
deepest part of the undisturbed diluvium a humerus, a 
radius, a iibula, a sacrum, and two vertebrae, which had 
formed part of the skeleton of an adult of small siise, 
perhaps of a woman, as Professor Dubreuil thinks, 

In 1833 Dr. Schmerling explored the numerous caves 
of Belgium, and in several of them, notably at Engis and 
at Engihoul, near -Li^ge, he ascertained the existence of 
skulls and of portions of the human skeleton, together 
with those of bears, hyenas, elephants, ^rhinoceroses, &c., 
lying in the diluvian deposits, sometimes above and some- 
times below the remains of these species which are already 
universally recognised as fossil. Bones and flints shaped 
by human hands, extracted from tKe same beds, served to 
confirm Schmerling in the belief that man was the con- 
temporary of the extinct animal population whose remains 
he had found. 

The conclusion was no doubt logical, and yet it was 
opposed by several geologists of great authority. Lyell 
himself did not at first admit it (1833) ; but more than a 
quarter of a century later (1860), on the occasion of a 
visit to the Schmerling collection, and to several of the 
places whence the specimens it contains were extracted, 
the famous author of the ^ Principles of Geology’ frankly 
acknowledged and retracted his error, in terms which 
are still more creditable to his character than to his 
judgment. 

This brings ns to 1835, the date at which I, an un- 
known disciple of science, ventured to maintain that man 
was perhaps the contemporary of the bears whose remains- 
1 h<\d lately found at JSfabrigas (Lozere) together with a 
^agment of pottery of early workmanship, which was 
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judged worthy by M. Christy to be cast at Toulouse for the 
purpose of enriching the principal museums of France.' 

My paper, which was published in the ‘ Bibliotheqiie 
Universelle ’ of Greneva, being the work of an unknown 
author, attracted very little notice in F'rance, and in spite 
of the new proofs which it brought forward in support of 
the theory of the co-existence of man and extinct species, 
was perhaps for that very reason, forgotten or ranked with 
those rash assumptions then called juvenile^ of which my 
learned predecessors MM. Tournal and Christol had given 
me the example. I hope the reader will pardon me this 
personal allusion, this return towards an already distant 
past, which recalls to me my early beginnings in science, 
to which I have with disinterested devotion consecrated 
the greater part of my life. 

In 1838 a work appeared entitled ^ Essais sur les 
cavernes a ossements et sur les causes qui les y ont accm 
mules.’ After enumerating the different places where 
either human remains or fragments of human industry 
have been found, the author, M. Marcel de Serres, con- 
cludes by saying : ^ It appears then an established fact 
.... that man was the contemporary of the extinct 
species whose remains are found scattered in certain of 
the bone caves of Europe’ (p. 198). It is true that, in 
1 860, Marcel de Serres expressed a very different opinion. 
^ It appears,’ he says, ‘ that the true beds of diluvian 
deposit, also called diluvium, do not contain the least 
trace of bones, nor of human industry and remains.’ ^ At 
the present day few, if indeed any, geologists share this 
later opinion of the Montpellier professor. 

In England the botie caves had also been eagerly ex- 
plored, but often without method, and with preconceived 
ideas. The important work of Dr. Buckland, published 
in 1823, under the title of ^Eeliquiae Diluvianoe,’ had 

^ I presented one of these casts to the Museum of Natural History at 
Toulouse. 

* Marcel de Serres : ‘ especes perdxies^ ei des races qui cvi 
disparu des liexix qu'eHos fiabitaient pHmitivemc-rit * (An/tal, 
jVatvrcl., t. siii. p. BOO, ISf’O). 
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attracted considerable attention among scientific men ; 
but it maintained that man was not contemporary with 
the extinct species. The discoveries made in 1842 in 
Kent’s Cavern, near Torquay, Devonshire, by Mr. Godwin 
Austen, clearly disproved these conclusions, but without 
convincing geologists or palaeontologists. 

The year 1858 marks the beginning of an important 
era. A reaction against the too absolute opinions of Df . 
Buckland set in in England, and this opposition originated 
in the Eoyal Society, Several of its most eminent mem- 
bers, among others Falconer and Prestwich, were com- 
missioned by the Eoyal Society to explore with the greatest 
care the recently discovered cave of Brixham (^Devon- 
shire), and to draw up a report on the subject. Among a 
quantity of carved flints and bones of extinct species, 
an entire left hind leg of Ursus spcteus w'as found lying 
above the incrustation of stalagmite which covered the 
bones of other extinct species and the carved flints. 
The bear had therefore lived after the manufacture of 
these flint knives, consequently after the men who fashioned 
them. These men were therefore more ancient than the 
cave bear. 

Such were the conclusions of the Eoyal Society, and 
they were shortly afterwards confirmed by discoveries 
similar to those made at Brixham, notably by those of the 
cave of Long Hole (Glamorganshire), where Colonel Wood, 
in 1861, found imbedded in the same stratum flint tools 
of the type of those of Amiens, together with bones of the 
Rhinoceros hoemitcech'ws, which is of yet earlier date than 
the tichorhinus. 

From aU these facts we gather»that the theory of the 
co-existence of man and extinct species is no new one, and 
that proofs in support of it are not wanting ; but it has 
only been supported by incontestable evidence, at least 
as tar as France is concerned, since the publication of the 
valuable works of M, Lartet on the bone caves of Perigord 
and upon the burial cave of Aurignac (Haute Garonne^ 
It may even be said that tlie last remarkable monograph 
of this savant has become the starting point of all the 
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researches which have since been undertaken in France, 
in England, in Belgium, in Italy, and in Spain. I am far 
from wishing to underrate the value and importance of 
the work which has been done in the bone caves of neigh- 
bouring countries; but the caves of France, and especially 
those of southern France and of Perigord, have supplied 
the most convincing proofs in support of this theory of 
synchronism, which acquires every day a greater number 
of partisans. This is an important fact, which Lyell him- 
self seems to have somewhat forgotten, but M. d’Archiac 
has taken care to claim the recognition of its great im- 
portance. 

II. DESCBIPTION OP THE BONE CAYES. 

The name of bone caves is given to the more or less 
extensive natural cavities which occur in ihe sedimentary 
rocks of almost every epoch, but especially in those of the 
cretaceous beds of the Jurassic Mountains, and which 
contain a variable number of bones of men or of animals, 
intermixed, as a rule, with articles of human workman- 
ship. These cavities, usually complex, and very irregular 
in form, communicate with each other, sometimes by wide 
galleries, sometimes by winding passages, so narrow and so 
low that they can only be traversed on hands and knees. 
V^arying considerably in length and height, they extend 
sometimes a distance of some miles in the interior of the 
strata in which they are concealed. Situated for the most 
part at a much higher level than existing watercourses, 
they communicate with the outer air by openings in the 
side of the mountain, by holes in the vaulted roof, or by 
a species of natural welte, into which in many cases those 
torrents fell which formerly bore along in their current 
the various matters now found in the caves. Hence comt‘ 
the evident marks of erosion which are almost always to 
be observed on their walls.^ 

As they hollowed out the valleys and gradually 
deepened their beds, the great rivers of the quaternary 

* The cave of Duruthy, recently described by M. Louis Lartet, is 
hollowed in a bed of nummulitic chalk. 
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epoch, often swollen by heavy nuns, bore awny the rockti 
which closed the entrance of the caverns, and deposited 
within them the ossiferous sediment and the vvattu'worn 
stones which are found there; we must therefore admit 
with M. Ed. Dupont, first, that the openings of the caverns 
found on the slopes of the valleys took place at a dat<^ 
corresponding to their greater or less height above the 
present level of the river; secondly, that the fluviatih* di‘- 
posits with which they are pai'tly filled are the more ancient, 
the higher they are raised above this same lc‘vgL 

These deposits usually consist of a reddish, or sonn^ 
times black sediment of sand or mud, containing bon(‘S of 
different kinds intermixed with sand, gravel, and wattT- 
worn pebbles, or with angular fragments brokim off from 
the roof or walls of the cavity. The ossiferous siMliment is 
usually disposed in layers; sometimes it forms a hard crust, 
intermixed with fragments of bone imbedded firmly in its 
mass, and it is then termed a hone breccia. Brc^'cia of this 
nature nearly always occupy the lower part of the cavcTus 
and fill up their fissures. 

A stalagmitic crust of varying thickness covers in 
many cases the sediment and the remains imbedded in it. 
Sometimes even the successive ossiferous dt‘.posits are 
separated from each other by as many layers of stalagnutii 
as there are layers of sediment.^ Other calcareous incrust- 
ations, known as stalactites and stalagmites, presenting the 
most varied and whimsical forms, often cover the 
the walls, and the roof of the caverns, and give tlnun that 
fantastic appearance which caused them formerly to be 
considered as the abode of fairies. 

Occurring, as we have said, in the most various hed« 
(chalk of the transition period, Jurassic, cretaceous, numtnu- 
litic, and upper marine tertiary rocks), and in every country 

' In certain Brazilian caves Ijund has counted seven lavcTft of osfli- 
ferous sediment, separatodJ)y as many layers of stahermite: a cmain 
proof that the bones therein contained were deposited at dilferent and 
successive epochs. The same phenomenon was observed in a pdlery of 
the cave of Brixham, near Torquay, and in certain cav(‘rns of France and 
This clearly shows that the waters were introduc<‘d and with- 
drawn several times, and in the intervals the stalagmite was deposited. 
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on the earth, the bone caves present nearly everywhere 
the same general characters, but not the same contents. 
Thus while the most ancient caverns of the European con- 
tinent contain in more or less abundance the bones of tiie 
Utsus spelceus^ the Hycena spelcea, the Elpphas primige- 
the Rhinoceros tichorhinus, the Gervus tan v) ulus ^ the 
Megacefros hibernicus^ the Bison europceus or aurochs, &c., 
those of America contain, besides the monkeys pecuiliar to 
tliat continent, the remains of animals which recall, but 
in colossal proportions, certain species of edentata still 
living in the country. Such are the 'megaihervam^ the 
mylodon^ the megalonyx^ the glyptodon^ &c. 

Finally, in Australia, where the only indigenous mam- 
mals belong exclusively to the family of marsupials or 
pouched animals^ we find marsupials of gigantic size in 
the bone caves (JDiprotodo'n australis^ Macropus atlas^ 
Rhascolomys gigasj &c.). 

The condition of the bones imbedded in the sediment 
of the caves shows that they have undergone considerable 
changes in their chemical composition. They have gene- 
rally lost the greater part of their organic matter. They 
are fragile, resonant, more or less friable, cracked, and 
stick to the tongue when they are touched with it. Many 
of them are irregularly broken across, or else intentionally 
split lengthways. As a rule, they are scattered without 
any order in the sediment of the caves, but sometimes 
they have retained their natural positions. This was the 
case with a femur, tibia, fibula, patella, and an astragalus of 
JJrsus spelceus^ found by Dr. Falconer in the cave of Brix- 
ham. The skeletons of the great mammalia (elephant, 
horse, ox, &c.) are very rarely found entire^ in the ossifer- 
ous grottoes, while all the pieces of the skeleton of the 
reindeer and of animals of small or middling size are very 
often, indeed nearly always, to be found. This is owing 
to the fact that the troglodyte savages of our lands carried 

* Among the rare examples of which we are speaking, we may instance 
the al 1 ost entire skeleton of a rhinoceros found in the ossiferous sedi- 
ment of Dream Cave, in Derbyshire, an evident proof that when intio- 
duced into this subterranean cavern, it was still clothed with tlesii, or 
at least that the bones were still connected by ligaments, 
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away entire to their subterraneous dwellings those victims 
of the chase whose weight was not too great, while they 
cut up on the hunting ground the larger booty, contenting 
themselves with bearing away the head and limbs to eat 
in the cavern. 

So many different opinions have been put forward with 
respect to the means by which the bone caves were filled, 
that it appears impossible to reconcile them with each 
other. The supposition that all bone caves have been filled 
by watercourses in flood, which at different times have 
borne thither, in company with gravel, mud, and pebbles, 
the immense quantity of bones which they encountered on 
the surface of the soil, is, we think, a too absolute assertion, 
and one which observation has shown to be false. For 
often even the youngest and most fragile bones present no 
trace of a violent or prolonged removal ; their sharpest 
edges, their most acute angles, are intact, which would 
certainly not be the case had they been carried any dis- 
tance by the current. 

Now this is precisely what has been observed in those 
caverns which contain only the remains of Ursus spelcms. 
We are therefore justified in ascribing the accumulation 
of these remains to the prolonged habitation of the bears 
in these caves, until the moment when they were over- 
whelmed by the waters, diluvian or other, and buried then 
and there in the sediment which they bore along with them. 

Again, when we find in company with these bones of 
bears, and imbedded in the same sediment, those of herbi- 
vorous animals intermixed with those of the great Felidoe 
or of Hymna spelcea^ we ought to admit with the author 
of ^ Eeliquise Diluvianae,’ that these great carnivora may 
have carried their prey into these subterranean hollows, to 
devour it there at their leisure. The marks of the teeth 
of the carnivora still to be seen on the bones of the 
herbivora crushed by their powerful jaws; the presence 
of their excrement (coprolithes) in the very place of de- 
posit; the heaps formed by these ejecta, still placed one 
over the other, and as if articulated together ; are so many 
proofs which testify against the theory which assigns the 
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action of diluvian currents as the sole 3,gent in the trans- 
port of organic remains into the bone caves. 

The action of man himself should be seriously taken 
into consideration in seeking to determine ■ the causes 
which have brought about the filling of the caves. For 
in many cases ’ they have served as dwellings, as refuges, 
as the rendezvous of hunters, as meeting places or tombs 
to the earliest populations of these districts. It is there- 
fore not surprising that they should have left in them 
their mortal remains, the fragments of their daily meals, 
their weapons, their tools, in a word the stiU simple pro- 
ducts of their dawning industry. 

Unfortunately, we cannot always be sure that these 
objects are of the same date as the bones of extinct species 
with which they are found. Accidental disturbances of 
the soil, occurring at widely separated periods, may have 
mixed the productions of hrunan industry with bones of 
a very different date. This is evidently the case in the 
cave of Fausan (Herault), where Marcel de Serres found a 
fragment of enamelled glass embedded in a skull of Ursv.s 
spelxus ; specimens of fire-baked pottery, relatively quite 
modern, were found at Bize by the same naturalist, side 
by side with other vessels of imbaked clay, and of far ruder 
workmanship. Similar facts, which may have occasioned 
many mistakes, have been observed in several other caves, 
among which it is sufficient for the moment to cite those 
of Herm and Aurignac. 

We cannot therefore always, and as a matter of course, 
conclude that the human bones found in company wfith 
the remains of extinct animals were contemporary with 
each other. But doubt is no longer reasonable when the 
bones of animals and those of our own species, uniformly 
mixed, imbedded in the same sediment, and which have, 
undergone the same alterations, are moreover covered by 
a thick layer of stalagmite; when objects of a completely 
primitive industry occupy the same bed with bones be- 
longing to extinct species; when the latter bear the 

' Some Italian caves were inhabited in the time of the Etruscans, 
and a few are still used in modern days. 
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(‘vident marks of human workmanship ; finally, w’hen wo 
find in the diluvian strata of the valleys, manufactured 
objects and bones exactly like those discovered in caves 
of the same date. Now all these circumstances occur 
together in the valleys of the Somme, the Khine, the 
Thames, &c. ; as well as in certain caves of France, Eng- 
land, Belgium, Italy, Sicily, &c. 

All these bone caves cannot and must not, as we shall 
presently show, be referred to the same epoch. There 
are many far less ancient than those of which we have 
just spoken. 

A considerable number of caves belong to the age of 
polished stone, among which those in the departments of 
Ariege, of Aveyron, of Loz^re, of Grard, and of Marne, have 
acquired a certain notoriety. In most of these, especially 
in those which have been used as places of burial, human 
bones have been found in company with objects made by 
man, and with remains of animals belonging to species 
which are analogous to, or altogether the same as those 
of our time. MM. Grarrigou and Filhol, who have care- 
fully studied the caves in Ariege (Manx, BedeilhaCj 
Mas-d' Azil^ &c.) are of opinion that they are of the same 
date as the oldest lake dwellings of Switzerland.^ We 
shall have occasion to recur to several of these caves in 
the course of this work. 

^ In spite of the opinion of certain geologists who are 
somewhat behind the age, the researches made in the 
caves, and likewise those of which the ancient alluvial 
deposits have been the theatre, clearly prove that man is 
prior to the events of which the diluvium was the product 
and the witness. Before that hour his foot pressed the 
soil which in the far distant future, now for us an obscure 
past, was to become the land of Graul. He was the 
contemporary of the great annihilated quadrupeds. He 
saw, in our latitude, the primitive elephants wandering in 
virgin forests, the hippopotamus disporting itself in the 
rivers, the rhinoceros wallowing in the mud of the 

1 See F. Garrigou and H. Filhol, Age de la pierre poUe dg/ns U* 
cavemes des PgrSnees ariigeouee. 
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ifiarshes ; he heard the roaring of the lion, and disputed 
his life with the terrible cave bear, and hunted those 
])rimitive oxen and stags the species of which are extinct.’ 
(^Cosmos,’ Journal Seientifique, 1867, p. 19J.) 

III. AGE OH THE CAVERNS. 

M. Lartet is the author of the idea, at once natural and 
ingenious, that a kind of palccontoiogic chronology founded 
upon the gradual and successive disappearance of the 
great characteristic species of the quaternary epoch might 
he established for the bone caves of Europe. In following 
out this suggestion we find four principal divisions in the 
long period to which the bone eaves belong, namely : 

1. The age of the great cave bear {Ursvs sjpelaiiia). 

2. The age of the mammoth elephant {Ele'phas 
genius\ and of the rhinoceros with partitioned nostrils 
( lUdno eeros tichorh inua ). 

3. The age of the reindeer (Cervus tarandus), 

4. The age of the aurochs {Bison Eunypceus), 

The first of these ages is characterised by the presence' 
of the bear, usually accompanied by the hyena, and the 
great cat or cave lion; the Ursus spelmtis did not, accord- 
ing to M. Lartet, survive this first period. The second 
epoch is distinguished by the disappearance of the mam- 
moth, which became extinct, after having long had as 
almost inseparable companions the Rhinoceros t ichorhinns, 
the great hippopotamus, and Cervus megaceros. In the 
third period the reindeer, which at first predominates, 
disappeared from central Europe and migrated further 
north. Lastly, in the fourth age, the aurochs, which still 
live among the Caucasus mountains and in the Lithu- 
anian forests, is at the present day, with the reindeer, 
emigrated towards the North, the sole rem,aining repre- 
sentative in temperate Europe of those species which are 
reckoned characteristic of the quaternary period. 

M. Dupont has proposed a classification of the caves 
which differs from that of M. Lartet. He holds that the 
oldest. caves should be characterised by the presence of 
such animals as are completely extinct {Mammoth, Ursus 
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spelceusy Felis apelcea). To the second class would belong 
those caves in which are found the bones of those animals 
which have migrated (reindeer^ chamoi8 \ . but which 
survive to our own day. In a third and last group he 
would include those caves which contain the bones of 
species still living, or which have been destroyed by man. 
But as it nearly always happens in such cases, subsequent 
observations soon showed that these divisions were far too 
definite, the same cave often belonging to two and even 
to three consecutive ages. 

For instance, Grarrigou and Martin proved that the 
cave of Lourdes (Hautes Pyrenees), ranked by Milne- 
Edwards and Lartet in the age of the aurochs, should 
be ascribed to an earlier epoch, for it contains a quantity 
of reindeer bones, a species which disappeared, as we 
have already shown, considerably earlier than that of the 
aiuochs.^ In several caves of Sologne, the Marquis, de 
\ ibraye observed in the lowest layer of the diluvium 
(gvey diluviunfi) bones of extinct species contemporary 
with the rnammoth, together with flint tools of rude 
workmanship ; the upper layer (red diluvium^ contained, 
on the other hand, abundant remains of the reindeer inter- 
mixed with flints wrought with a degree of skill which 
testifies to the existence of a civilisation equal to that of 
the lake dwellers of Switzerland. Four successive ages have 
also been observed in the cave of Mas-d’Azil (Ari^geV 
1 he age of the reindeer and that of polished stone are 
equally represented in the cave of la Vache.^ 

Thus we have, says M. d’Archiac, ^ in this single 
valley of Ariege, the elements of a human chronology 
which is nowhere else to be found in so complete a form 
in so limited a space.^ 

The Cave of the Fairies (Yonne), explored by M. de 


Age de VaxirocTis et age 
? oaver/ies d/'s 


’ Oo7nj?tes rendus de V Institute Mar. 2, 1864. 
d%t, renne dam la grotte de Loardes. 

’ Garrigou and Filhol, Age de la pierre polie dans 

Pyrenees ar%egeoises. 

* Ap du renne dans la grotte de la Vaolie prrs tie 

de Tmilonse, 1867, ’p^ 58 

E Archiac, ianm gvMemaire, p. 106, Paris, 1866. ^ 
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-Vibraye, is likewise an example of a cave where several 
successive ages are well represented. In the lowest layer 
are contained the remains of the great characteristic 
species of the diluvium (Ursus sjpelceus^ Hycmui &peloea^ 
&c.) ; in the middle layer are those of the reindeer ; lastly, 
in the upper layer (loess) bones of animals still living in 
the district (fox, badger). Analogous facts have been 
remarked in the department of Herault (cave of Pontil) 
by M. Grervais ; in that of Aude (at SaHeles-Cabard^s) by 
M. Filhol ; in Poitou by MM. Brouillet and Meilles, <§:c. 

Kent’s Cavern, near Torquay, is another example 
which proves incontestably that the same bone cave may 
have been inhabited by man at different epochs. In a 
layer of red loam overlying the original soil of this cave 
are found bones of extinct or migrated animals (Machai- 
Todus latidens^ Ursus spelceus^ Hycena spelcea, Gervus 
tarandus^ &c.), intermixed with carved flints (some of the 
Saint-Acheul type, others resembling those of Aurignac, 
of Moustier, and of Laugerie Haute), and with implements 
of reindeer bone (harpoons and barbed arrows, awls, pins 
and needles), which resemble the delicate work of the 
troglodytes of la Madelaine (Dordogne).^ The bed of red 
loam which contains these various objects is itself covered 
by a layer of stalagmite from one to three feet thick, and 
a third layer of dark muddy soil, from four to fifteen inches 
in depth, overKes the stalagmite, 

^ Above the stalagmite, and principally in the black 
mould, a number of relics have been found belonging to 
different periods, such as socketed celts, and a socketed 
knife of bronze, and some small fragments of roughly- 
smelted copper, about four hundred flint flakes, cores, and 
chips, a polishing stone, a ring of stone already described, 
numerous spindle-whorls, bone instruments terminating 
in comb-like ends, pottery, marine shells, numerous mam- 

^ Among the flint instruments discovered in Kent’s Cavern are several 
which have the form of long splinters, si»nilar to the splinters of obsidian 
with which the inhabitants of New Caledonia tip their javelins, and 
which those of Terra del Fuego use both for arrow heads and knives. 
The English flint knives in question are very like those of Laugerie 
liautC; but the workmanship is not so good 
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maiiaa bones of existing species, and some human bones, 
on which it has been thought there are traces indicative 
of cannibalism. Some of the pottery is distinctly Roman 
in character, but many of the objects belong, no doubt, to 
pre- Roman* times,’ ^ 

We cannot hesitate to conclude from this list, that 
subsequent to the deposit of the stratum of dark soil, 
Kent’s Cavern was frequented by men of the age of bronze 
and of polished stone, without counting those of the Roman 
epoch who have left in the cave the traces of their in- 
dustry. But it is equally incontestable that Kent’s Cavern 
long served as a dwelling to the primaeval inhabitants of 
the country, that they had their meals in it, and worked 
in flint and bone there, &c., until the day when the thick 
layer of stalagmite which covers the ossiferous sediment 
was formed. No other explanation would account for this 
strange admixture of bones of extinct species, of flints of 
the Saint- Acheul and Moustier types, of artistically wrought 
bone implements, contained in the same sediment. 

Here then is a cave which contains incontestably in 
eitUy according to the scientific men who have explored it, 
objects belonging to all ages, and which it is consequently 
impossible to rank in either of the too exclusive categories 
admitted or proposed by palaeontologists. The caves of 
Hohefels in W urtemberg and of Thayngen in Switzerland 
offer analogous and perhaps even more remarkable facts ; 
for in the last especially were found an essentially northern 
fauna, and animals whose contemporaneity was far from 
being suspected. 

The palaeontological classification of caves is therefore 
liable to lead us into serious mistakes ; and moreover it 
is often entirely local. Thus Louis Lartet himself was 
obliged to modify in almost every respect the chronology 
of his ilhtstrious ' father, in determining the age of the 
Spanish caves which he had been exploring. Therefore 


* Evans, T//e A?fC7r’rit St^me Tmjjlenu'iits, and Oy'^iamcntx 

Great lirifmn, p. 44r), 1S72. In certain Italian caves ( G rot ta dell’ 
Onda, Grotta de’ G-oti e della Giovannina) bones of Ursula »jjelceu& have 
been found as well as tools of the neoliihic 
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in 1807 Dr. Garrigou proposed to the Societe d’Histoire 
Naturelle of Toulouse a new classification, which is gene- 
nilly adopted at the present day. It is as follows: — 

1. The age of the Ursits spelcms, with which the 
author connects also the period of the mammoth. 

2. The age of the Ce7'vus taraiidus (reindeer), com- 
prising also that of the aurochs, and characterised in its 
latter half by the almost complete disappearance of the 
spi^cies of the tirst age indicated above. 

3. Tlie age of polished stone. 

Like those which it was intended to reform, the classi- 
fication of Dr. Garrigou is somewhat arbitrary; for we 
do not know with cerLiinty the precise epoch at which 
the animals wdiicdi characterise any given period ap- 
j)ear(Mi in our lands or disappeared from them. More- 
over, these ejiochs sometimes overlap one another, like 
tliost', of stone, bronze, and iron. We know% for instance, 
that the great cave bear and the mammoth often accom- 
pany the reindeer, even in those caves wdiere the bones of 
the latter are far more numerous ; that in certain caves 
(Solutre) the bones of the last-named animal were dis- 
covered along with those of the horse, predominant in its 
turn and pcuhaps already domesticated ; finally that M. 
L. kirtet found carved and engraved reindeer bones in the 
cave of Duruthy, together with objects of industry which 
announced the dawn of the age of polished stone. 

While recognising the defects we have mentioned, and 
taking as his point of departure the comparative degree 
of skill attained in the workmanship of the artificial pro- 
ducts taken from the bone caves, M. dc Mortillet proposed 
to <’.lass these implements as follow\s : — 

1. The epoch of Saint-Acheul (Somme), distin^ished 
by the almond-shaped axe, the axe in the form of a cat’s 
t<mgue, and by the absence of bone implements. 

2. The epoch of Moustier (Dordogne), distinguished 
by scrapers and triangular lance heads, cut only on one 
side. 

3. The epoch of Solutre (Saone-et-Loira). The 
almond-shap(Ml axes disappear; the flint spear heads 
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more skUfullj wrought. The principal weapon is an 
anoqilar mace, which reappears in the following epoch. 

°4. The epoch of Aurignac (Haute Garonne). Bone 
implements are more frequent. The angular mace per- 
sists. The arrow and spear heads, instead of being flint, 
are fashioned in bone or from the antlers of the reindeer. 

5. The fifth epoch is that of la Madelaine (Dordogne), 
distinguished from the preceding by the presence of 
numerous works of art carved or engraved upon stone or 
bone. The arrow and lance heads in bone or reindeer 
horn are, as at Aurignac, bevelled or pointed at their lower 
extremity so as to penetrate the shaft which is destined 
to carry them. 

The above classification would be doubtless convenient, 
if it were in entire agreement with the facts. Unfor 
tunately the testimony of facts tends to lessen its value. 
Thus the workmanship of Cro-Magnon, for instance, 
seems less advanced than that of la Madelaine, and yet 
r\I. de Mortillet confounds the two epochs. Moreover, 
judging from its tombs, its carved flints, and rude 
bcuipture, we are inclined to place Solutre in an epoch 
intermediate between the ages of the reindeer and of 
pfiished stone. This cave would thus be more recent 
than la Madelaine, although it is ranked long before it by 
!M. de Mortillet. However, on receipt of further informa- 
tion, M. de Mortillet subsequently modified his original 
classification, and we here reproduce an abridged form of 
his new table of the geological ages. 


Periods 

Neolithic, or of polished stone | Robenhausen. The lake dwellings 
i and dolmens. 


Palseolitifi?y or of chipped 
Slone 


1872 


EoUthic, or of stone splinUa^d 
by t he action of lire 


'Of la Madelaine- The majority of 
the bone caves ; almost the whole 
of the reindeer epoch. 

^ Of Solutr6. The reindeer and the mam- 
moth. 

Of Moustier. The great cave bear. 

\Of Saint- Acheul. Tiie mammotln 

I Of Thenay. Tertiary period. 
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However ingenious and convenient the industrial classi- 
fication of M. de Mortillet may be, it is not even a purely 
artificial one, and more than one objection has already 
been raised against it on this head. For whatever he 
may maintain, the progress of industry is not sufficiently 
evident nor the differences sufficiently marked, between 
the types of Moustier and Saint-Acheul, to allow us to 
admit their regular succession in space and time. Nume- 
rous and precise observations made on the spot by M. 
d’Acy prove that one type is not placed above the other, 
and that the flints of the Moustier type are as abundant 
in the lower strata as in the upper, although, according to 
the theory of M. de Mortillet, they do not occur in the 
former and only appear higher up. 

Taking into account at once the stratigraphical, palae- 
ontological, and archaeological characters, and especially 
desirous to remove the doubts which some people still retain 
with respect to the authenticity or to the great age of the 
bones and works of art found in the caves, M. Hamy has 
endeavoured to establish, between the caves and the 
quaternary alluvium, a parallel which shows them to be 
often identical. Indeed it could hardly be otherwise, 
since in a great number of cases, the filling of the caves 
took place at the same time as the deposition of the allu- 
vium in the valleys. There is therefore an agreement, 
and even synchronism, between these two series of facts, 
and the organic remains, as well as the products of human 
industry, are generally identical in the two kinds of de- 
posit in question. 

If then the fauna of the alluvium of the valleys and 
that of the sediment of the bone caves are similar, the 
proofs furnished by the one corroborate those given by 
the others, and by establishing a comparison we can draw 
our conclusions with certainty. Starting from these pre- 
mises, which are undoubtedly correct, and always subor- 
dinating, as he says, the history of the caves to that of the 
alluvium, M. Hamy has divided the bone caves into five 
groups corresponding to as many places which serve 
as types of stratified alluvium. 
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The first group belongs to the period of transition be- 
tween the upper pleiocene and quaternary strata. It com- 
prises ^ on the one hand, the shelly and sandy beds (crag) 
of the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, the submerged 
forests of England, and the caves of which Montreuil is the 
type ; on the other, the caves of Wookey, Grower, Syracuse, 
of San Teodoro, &c., which were filled up at a date ante- 
rior to the second glacial period. The pleiocene and 
quaternary species here co-exist, but the latter become 
more and more abundant, while the former gradually 
disappear.^ Flint implements exist, but they are more 
rudely fashioned than those of Abbeville. 

The caves of the second group, of which Moustier, 
Herm, and Nabrigas may he considered as the principal 
types, belong to the age of the mammoth. This group is 
characterised palaeontologically by the simultaneous pre- 
sence of extinct animals (cave bear, mammoth, &c.\ 
those which have migrated (reindeer and hippopotamus), 
and those still extant in the country (horse, ox, &c.). 
GreologicaUy it corresponds to the grey diluvium of Paris, 
that is, to the lowest layers of the fluviatile alluvium, to 
which M. Belgrand has given the name of lower levels. 
The corresponding typical beds are those of Home, Saint- 
Acheul, Abbeville, Levallois, the valley of the Ehine, 
Clermont-sur- Allege, Denise, &c. The skulls of Neander- 
thal, Lahr, Eguisheim, and of the Olmo ; the jawbones of 
Moulin-Quignon, of Naulette, and of Arcy, belong to this 
age of the mammoth. 

The third group forms a link between the ages of the 
mammoth and reindeer. The typical caves are those of 
Aurignac, Bize, Cro-Magnon, Engis, and the Trou du 
Sureau in Belgium. The stratified alluvium comprised 

' An Meplias meridionalis was fonnd at San Teodoro ; and in the 
cave of Baume (Jura), which chronologically corresponds to the strati- 
fied deposits of Cromer and Montreuil, a Maohairodm latidsns, sl plei- 
ocene species of great hear, with long flattened canine teeth, serrated at 
the edges and curved backwards like a scimitar, was found in company 
with the Hycma s^elcea and the Mephas jpTmiigeniuSt animals which 
distinctly belong to the quaternary epoch. 
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in this group belongs to the mean levels of the Seine and! 
to the deposits of which those of Grenelle and Var are 
types. The work in bone improves, and the shaping of 
the flint tools is simplified. 

The fourth group includes the types of Eyzies, of la 
Madelaine, of Laugerie Haute ; to which must be added 
the other caves of Perigord (excepting that of Cro-Mag- 
non) as well as la Yache, Massat, Bmniquel, Trou Magrite, 
Pont a Lesse, and Solutre. M. Hamy ranks in this sub- 
division the beds of Boulonnais, of Schiissenried, and the 
high levels of the Seine (red diluvium and loess). This 
group corresponds to the first age of the reindeer. 

The grotto of Chaleux and other caves of the valley of 
the Lesse (trou du Frontal^ trou des Nutons')^ belonging 
to the second age of the reindeer, are comprised in the 
fifth group. With these are reckoned in France the 
caves of Lourdes, and those of la Balme and Bethenas in 
Dauphine. The skulls of Furfooz belong to this epoch, 
which is distinguished from the preceding ones by a 
marked decadence in the work in fljnt and bone, which in 
the preceding epoch had shown a steady improvement. 

At Eyzies and at Massat the first attempts at engrav- 
ing on stone were discovered. At la Madelaine carving 
in bone begins, and at Laugerie Basse and at Bruniquel 
it attains its highest degree of perfection. A specimen of 
carving on stone was found at Solutre. 

The data furnished at once by stratigraphy, palaeon- 
tology, and prehistoric archaeology, form the bases of the 
divisions proposed by M. Broca for the quaternary epoch, 
divisions which he has himself drawn up in the following 
table, which we have already given, p. 28. 
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Stratigraphioal 

Data 

PalsBontologioal 

Data 

Archaeological 

Data 

Quater- 
nary - 
epoch 

^Low levels of undis- 
turbed valleys 

Mean levels 

High levels 

Age of the 
mammoth 
Intermediate 
age 

Age of the 
reindeer 

The axe of Saint- 
Acheul(fig. 1 3-14) 
Arrow head of Mous- 
tier (fig. 15-17) 
Arrow head of tSo- 
lutre (fig. 18) 

Modem 

epoch 

1 Recent beds ^ 

Modern fauna 

The polished axe 

(fig. 19) 


Hence we see that M, Broca adopts the stratigraphi- 
cal data established by M. Belgrand, and, that in deter- 
mining the palaeontological data, he admits, with M, Hamy , 
an intermediate age between that of the mamnaoth anti 
of the reindeer, that is, an age corresponding to the 
middle of the quaternary epoch. At this period, several 
species contemporary with the mammoth had already dis- 
appeared; others were nearly extinct; while the reindeer, 
on the contrary, was beconcdng more common, since^ it 
was altogether predominant in the following age, to which 
it gives its name. 

As for the data founded upon archseology, that is on 
the greater or less degree of perfection attained by the 
workmanship of stone during the archseolithic period, 
M. Broca reduces them to three principal ones, and cha- 
racterises each representative type nearly in the same way 
as M. de Mortillet has done. 

Finally, applying this classification to the caves of 
Perigord, he ranges them in the following chronological 
order : — 

1. Moustier, the earliest of the caves in Dordogne- 

2. Cro-Magnon, more recent than the preceding, but 
belonging equally to the intermediate age. 

3. Laugerie Haute and Gorge-d’Enfer, on the right 
bank of the Yezere, already form part of the reindeer age. 

* M. Broca justly remarks that though they are cahed recent as 
compared to the quaternary beds proper, the epithet is unsuited to them 
from the point of view of our modem chronology, since the lapse of 
several centuries was reqtiired for the formation of some of them. — 
{Bevue Scientifiqudj Nov. is, 1872.) 
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4. Laugerie Basse, Eyzies, and la Madelaixie form a 
group which brings us down to the total (lisa]>poaratu*o of 
the reindeer from France, and eonseqiumlly to tlu^ taal of 
the quaternary epoch, succeeded by the xuoderu or neo- 
lithic periodd 




Fio. 18. SOLUTRK TrPK. 
Lance hejul. 


Fro. 10. PoLisHFin stonk axk . 
(After lailtlKH'k. ‘ Proliisterk* niun.'J 


All these are doubtless laiidable attempts, and they 
throw sonie light on a subject which still remains somewhat 
obscure; but each author has his own distinct system, and 


' observed at. Bniniqnol, at Rilutri', and in tiu* envc of 

b^ynSng o1“the 
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it is difficult to decide to whicli to give the preference, not 
as being the most convenient, but the most correct. 

However, it is undeniable that these essays are useful, 
since they connect the abundant facts of past ages, deter- 
mine their chronological sequence, and in a word illustrate 
the history of quaternary man. Unfortunately, the classi- 
fication drawn up by the authors of these various attempts, 
ingenious as they are, cannot always be pronounced strictly 
accurate, and they do not present that concord and har- 
mony which is one of the distinguishing marks of truth. 
They may nevertheless be adopted provisionally until the 
progress of science, or the chances of the future, furnish 
us with a better guide. 

IV. QUATEBN-ABY EAUNA. mHABITAlTTS OE THE 
BONE OAVES. 

At the beginning of the quaternary epoch the mastodon 
existed no longer, at least in Europe,^ nor the Mephas 
meridionalis of the sand-pits of Saint-Prest. The Hippo-' 
potamus major and the iJAmoceros If erfcii and leptorhinua 
of the pleiocene period were still living. But the quater- 
nary fauna properly so called, is chiefly represented among 
us by the mammoth, the Rhinoceros tichorhimiSy the cave 
bear, cave hyena, great cave lion, the Irish elk, &c., which 
ended by yielding place to the reindeer, to the glutton, 
the musk ox, the Saiga antelope, the chamois, the wild 
goat, and the marmoset, which at a later date migrated 
to other districts. We may add to this list nearly all the 
animals living at the present day, and which appear to 
be the more or less modified descendants of quaternary 
species. Of these then some are extinct ; such as Ursus 
spelceus, Hycena speloea, Felis speloea^ Elephas primi- 
genius^ Rhinoceros tichorhinus^ Megaceros hibernicus^ 
to which we must add the Machairodus cultridens and 
latidens (E. Owen) found in certain caves of France and 
England. Other species stiH living ; lemming, lagomys, 
glutton, arctic fox, reindeer, musk ox, have migrated 
towards the north of Europe, and even to America. Others, 

* This animal lived in America during the quaternary period. 
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on the contrary have gained the east (Saiga antelope, 
hamster), or the south, or have no longer any kindred 
species except in the hottest regions of Africa and Asia 
(hippopotamus, elephant, lion, hyena). 

Others have taken refuge on the summits of the Alps 
and Pyrenees (chamois, ^ild goat, marmoset) or have dis 
appeared from our countries since the beginning of history ; 
such for example is the urus {Bos primigenius\ which in 
the time of Cassar still inhabited the Hercynian forest and 
even the great woods of the Vosges and other parts of 
Lorraine (Grodron). 

Others have fled before man, their improvident de- 
stroyer. Of these are the aurochs {Bison enTOjpceus\ 
restricted at the present day to the forests of Lithuania, 
with the exception, however, of a few scattered individuals 
recently found wild in the neighbourhood of the Caucasus ; 
the lynx, which, according to Cuvier, has almost entirely 
disappeared from inhabited districts, but which is still to 
be found in the Pyrenees and even in Africa ; the beaver, 
formerly very common among us, and now banished to 
the banks of the Ehineand the Danube, where it is only to 
be found in small numbers ; the mouflon, which M- Bour- 
guignat says he found in the cave of Vence in Provence, 
and which now exists only in the islands of Sardinia and 
Corsica. Others, finally, have remained in those same 
districts where we find at the present day the bones of 
their * earliest ancestors : the wolf, the dog, the fox, the 
badger, the otter, the mole, the hedgehog, the common 
stag, the ox, the wild boar, the horse, &c. 

Birds, reptiles, fishes, and molluscs, of similar or analo- 
gous species to those now existing, are also to be found in 
the caves of Europe ; but these are in small number as com- 
pared to mammalia. With regard to fishes, M. Ed. Lartet has 
made an important observation : they are rare or common 
in proportion to the remote or recent date of the bone 
caves. For instance, in the caves of Aurignac (Haute Gra- 
ronne), of Moustier, of Grorge d’Enfer (Dordogne), and of la 
Chaise (Charente), they are distinguished by the presence of 
the unbarbed arrow, and where not a single fishbone has 
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been hitlierto discovered. We are left in uncertainty as 
to whether the earliest inhabitants of onx lands were 
possessed of tackle sufficiently perfect to procure them- 
selves an abundance of fish, or whether, as is highly 
improbable, they were in the habit of eating on the banks 
of the river the raw fish they had just caught. On the 
other hand, fish abound in caves of more recent date, 
where barbed arrows and harpoons are found, in la Made- 
laine, at Eyzies, at Bruniquel, &c. 

The same remarks apply to birds, which are also less 
abundant where arrow heads with a double range of barbed 
points are wanting. This fact had been already noticed 
by M. Brun, before M. Ed. Lartet called attention to it. 
With regard to birds, only two species have become ex- 
tinct in Europe since the quaternary epoch, and nearly in 
our own time, the grouse {Tetrao urogallus) and the great 
penguin {Alca impennis\ which are no longer found in 
Denmark. But cases are numerous among the birds of 
the Isles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of Madagascar and 
New Zealand.^ 

No species, either among reptiles, fish, or invertebrate 
animals, has lately become extinct excepting the Gyreoia 
flummalis^ which lived formerly in the Somme and the 
Thames, and which is now confined to the waters of the 
Nile and certain rivers of Asia.^ 

^ The dinomis and the epyomis are two gigantic birds, something 
like the ostrich; the one found in the most recent strata of New 
Zealand, the other in the modern alluvium of the Isle of Madagascar. 
The height of the latter was about 16 feet, its eggs were equal in 
capacity to six ostrich eggs, to 148 hens’ eggs, to 60,000 humming 
birds’ eggs. One of them which I was enabled to see and measure at 
Toulouse had the following dimensions : — 

m. 

Great diameter . . . . . 1 ft. 8 in. 

Little diameter 9 in. 

Thickness of the shell . . . . 1 to 2 lines. 

Finally, it could contain nearly 2 gallons of water. One of the eggs of 
the epyornis described by Saint-Hilaire was still larger. Hence we 
readily conceive that the Malagasy use them as provision vessels, and 
even, it is said, as saucepans. It is not quite certain that these birds 
are completely extinct. The dodo, nearly akin to our gallinaceous 
birds, was still extant in Mauritius in 1626. 

* Certain Crustacea {G-o/mmwrus lorioatm and My sis reliota), whose 
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AU the species of mammalia which we have already 
named as occurring in the caves of Europe are not equally 
and tmiformly distributed among them. Tn some the 
pachydermata and the great carnivora are predominant, 
especially the hyenas (e.^. Kirkdale in Lancashire, Lunel- 
viel in Herault). Elsewhere (in the caves of Franconia, 
of Osselles, of Nabrigas, of Herm, &c.) the bears are more 
abundant, sometimes to the exclusion of all other species. 
In a great many districts (Bize, Bruniquel, la Madelaine, 
Eyzies), the reindeer predominates, nearly always accom- 
panied by other ruminants of the genera bos, cervus, and 
ovibos, and even by the cave bear and other great pachy- 
dermata then gradually disappearing. 

It was for a long time believed that the reindeer was 
only to be found in the bone caves. Eecently discovered 
facts have proved this to be a mistake which it is im- 
portant to correct. In a diluvian bed in the Thames 
valley, that of Acton, which resembles in all particulars 
that of the valley of the Somme, Colonel Lane Fox found 
the bones of Gervus tarandus intermixed with those of 
Hippopotamus major, of Mephas primigenius, of Rhino-- 
ceros hcemitcechus, of Bos primigenius, and of Bison 
priscv^, in company with flint implements of the rudest 
workmanship. Some months after this discovery by 
Colonel Lane Fox, JVT, Chantre observed in the sediment 
of the Ehone basin a curious assemblage of species of 
the quaternary fauna, among which figured the Gervus 
tarandus. Ihnally, the bones of the reindeer were found 
at Schiissemied in Suabia on a moraine of an ancient 
Ehine glacier a new proof that this animal lived in 


mgm dates from the glacial period, are still extant in Sweden in Lakes 
Wenner and W etter. Moreover, recent soundings made on the coasts of 
Europe and ^erica have raised from the bottom of the sea terelratulcB 
and sea u^hins similar to those found in the chalk of the hill of Meudon 
of the cMs of the coast of England, and of the plains of Champa^^ne * 
. ^^Schussenried reindeer bones were found on the moraine'^of an 
ancient Ehme glacier, m company witli those of the glutton and of the 
arctic fox, with remains of mosses which are now only found in the 

^ animal were so 

abundant in the above mentioned place that Professor Fraas was enabled 
^ anat^omical selection amongthem, to reconstruct an entire 
skeleton, now in the museum at Stuttgard. Reindeer bones were also 
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Suabia during the glacial period, perhaps even during the 
interval which elapsed between the two glacial periods 
which have left their traces in Switzerland. Its existence 
in France long after the extinction of the great pachyder- 
mata, of which event moreover the exact date is entirely 
unknown to us, is rendered more than probable by the 
discovery of its bones intermixed with those of the horse 
and the ox in the caves of Bethenas and of la Balme in 
Dauphine, and further by implements of the neolithic 
age, perhaps even of the age of bronze, found with these 
same bones at Bruniquel. As for the Saiga, M. Albert 
Graudry has lately shown that this species of antelope 
lived in the reindeer age not only in Perigord but also in 
Angoumois, and that our ancestors fed upon the flesh of 
this beautiful animal. 

In short, the quaternary fauna resembles our modern 
fauna, which is merely the continuation of it ; but the 
former is richer, more varied, better nourished, and conse- 
quently more vigorous than ours. However, in spite of 
their greater size, the diluvian mammalia, like those of 
the tertiary rocks, had, it seems, a relatively small brain, 
and perhaps a shorter life than those of modern times. 

We are struck by the strange association, especially in 
the quaternary fauna, often in an extremely narrow circle, 
of species so numerous and so distinct either in their 
habits or with regard to the geographical distribution of 
kindred species now extant. We shall shortly examine 
the cause of this phenomenon, which has long perplexed 
palaeontologists, and which has lately found a satisfactory so- 
lution in the knowledge of the distribution of land and water 
in Europe at the time when these animals Hved in Europe. 

As an example of the singular assemblage of species of 
which we are speaking, we shall presently quote the list of 
those which, according to M. Merk, were found together in 
the Kesslerloch, in the neighbourhood of Thayngen. See 
p. 78. 

foTmd in abundance at Thayngen, and in the cave of Pont-du-Gaid. 
This animal advanced, therefore, further towards the east of Enjope 
than it was originally believed . — {Revice Soientifig^i Jan. 11 and 25, 
1873, pp. 665 and 712.) 
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PBiNCiPAt Mammalia of the Caves of Feance, or of 

THE DILUVIITM. 


Extinct or highly modified 

Migrated 

Extant in the districts 
where they are now fomid 
in a fossil state 

Hyaena spelaea 

Cape hyena 

Bat (several species) 

FeHs spelffia 

Elephas primigenius 

Aurochs 

Shrew mouse 

Reindeer 

Hedgehog 

Ursus spelffius 

Elk 

Dormouse 

Miachairodus cultridens 

Canadian stag 

Water rat 

Rhinoceros tichorhinus 

Virginian stag 

Common bear 

Rhinoceros haemitaschus 

Lagomys 

Badger 

Equus lartetianus 

Lemming 

Wolf 

Megaceros hibernicus 

Urus 

Speimophilus 


Domestic Animals 


Dog 

Marmoset 

Fox 

Horse 

Chamois 

Polecat 

Ox 

Wild goat 

Weasel 

Goat 

Beaver 

Marten 

Sheep 

Musk ox 

Rabbit 

K? 

Saiga 

Hare 

Fallow deer 

Roe deer 

Red deer 


Fahna op the English Caves. 

We think it desirable to give for the sake of comparison 
the list of animals and of the products of art found in 
Kent’s Cavern, near Torquay. The following list, drawn up 
by Evans, is the enumeration of the species whose bones 
were found in the red loam underlying a thick layer of 
stalagmite, 

Maohmrodus laiidens . 

Fells leo, var. sjgelcea^ cave lion . 

Sycma oroovtai var. s^pelcea^ cave 
Canis lupicS) wolf 
Canis mdpes, var. spelceus, large f< 

Chilo luscusy glutton , 

Urms sjyelcBus, cave-bear . 

Ursfits pHsous—feroXy grizzly bear 
TPrsm a/ratoSj brown bear , 

Flejphas jprimigenmSj mammotli . 


lysena 

z . 


very rare 
abundant 
very abundant 
rare 

very rare 
abundant 


scarce 

not very common 
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BMnoceros ticborhinus^ woolly rhinoceros , 

abundant 

JEguus oabalVm, horse .... 

very abundant 

Bos primigeniuSi urns .... 

scarce 

Bison prisons, bison 

abundant 

Cervus megaoeros, Irish elk 

Cervus elaphns {Strongyloceros spelceus. 

not uncommon 

Owen), stag ... . . 

abundant 

Cervus tarandus, reindeer .... 
Lepus timidus (var. diluvianus ?) hare 


rare 

Lagomys spelceus, cave pika 

very rare 

Arvicola amphibius, water vole . 

rare 

A. agrestis, field vole 


A. pratensis, bank vole .... 

very rare 

Castor fiber, beaver 

scarce ^ 


Aniinals whose remains were fo'imd in the led of llach mould 
above the stalagmite, 

Bog 

Short-hom ox (JBos 
longifrons) 

Roe deer 
Sheep 
Goat 
Pig 
Rabbit 

In other bone caves of Great Britain, the following 
species have been found : 

Rhinoceros hcemitoechus. 

Rhinoceros megarhinus. 

Rlephas antiquus. 

Cervus Ouettardi (a variety of the reindeer). 

Lemming. 

In the diluvian gravel beds two molluscs occur which 
no longer exist in England (Hydrohia marginata^ and 
Gorbicula fluminalisj. 

Objects of Human Industet found in the Ossifeeous 
Sediment. 

Flint implements of the types of Saint-Acheul, of 
Aurignac, of Moustier, of Langerie Haute; barbed har- 

^ Note the absence of Ovibosmosehatus, or mnsk ox, both in the cave.s 
and diluvian gravel beds of England. The birds and fish found in 
Kent’s Hole have not yet been determined. See Evans, Ancient Stone 
Implements and Weapons of Great Britain^ pp, 462, 463. 


That is, the fauna of the present 
1 day, accompanied by instruments 
j of the polished stone and bronze 
ages. 
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poons and arrows, fisk hooks, Pfs and needles of bone, 
Larly resembHng simUar objects found at la Madelaine 
(Dordogne). 

VITTWA oi- THE Cate op Kbssleklooh, nbae Thayn&en (Switzbk- 
land), accobdino to the List op M. Mbrk. 


Extinct animals . 

Towards the north . 

Towards the Alps 

Towards America 
Towards the Alps 

J 

& 

s , 

To neighbonring ooimtries-j 

1 Still in the land 
B 

I 

Domesticated . 


' 1. Cave lion . 

. ■ 3 

2. Mammoth . 

. 4-6 

3. Bhinoceros 

1-2 

, Bear . 

1 

^ 6. Eeindeer . 

. 250 

■ 6. Glutton 

4 

7. Arctic fox . 

3 

' 8. Chamois . 

1 

9. Wild goat . 

1 

' 10. Alpine hare 

. 500 

Al. Marmoset . 

1 

’ 12. Wapiti 

1 

■ 13. Canis lagopus 

40-60 

14:. Lagoped . 

. 80 

^16. Aurochs 

6 

16. Bed deer 

6 

17. Bear . 

. 2-B 

18. Lynx . 

3 

- 19. Wild cat 

1 

20. Wolf . 

. 17 

21. Swan . 

1 

22. Wild goose. 

2 

^23. Osprey 

1 

'24. European fox . 

. 2-3 

- 26. Hare . 

2 

26. Crow . 

3 

f27. Dog ? 

1 

128. Horse. 

20 


V. BOWES OP WOHWDED AWIMALS PODWD IK THE 
CAVES. 

If it be true that the wrought flints are works ^ which 
no freak of nature, no agency but a human hand, guided 
by a human mind, could have produced ’ (A. Graudry), we 
may say the same with still more certainty of the bones 
of extinct or migrated species which bear the unmistake- 
able marks of wounds made by man, or the no less evident 
trace of an industry which reveals an art, doubtless rude, 
but alre^y animated by a lively sense of nature. We 
will consider the former in the first instance. 
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In Lis ^KecLercLes stix les Ossements Fossiles/ vol. iv. 
p. 396, Cuvier speaks of a Lead of cave Lyena (of Gailen- 
reutL^ wLose occiput Lad been fractured, and -wLicL Lad 
recovered from tLe wound; Marcel de Serres Las observed 
a similar fracture on tLe skull of an Hycena spelcea (of 
Lunel-viel), wLose left parietal bone was cleft tLrougL tLe 
wLole tLickness of tLe bone, a wound produced, Le tLougLt, 
by tLe tootL of some otLer carnivorous animal.^ But it 
seems more natural to attribute these wounds to some 
weapon (flint javelin, or arrow) thrown by man, for since 
tLe time at wLicL these observations were made by the 
authors whom I Lave quoted, several authentic examples 
of this kind of wound Lave been noted by trustworthy 
observers. I myself excavated firom the cave of Nabrigas,® 
in Loz^re, a skull of Ursus spelceus, which presented a 
marked depression on the right frontal bone, and in the 
centre of this depression a circular hole, whose smooth and 
polished edges indicate that a wound made by some sharp 
projectile had begun to cicatrise. Supposing that a combat 
had taken place between this bear and one of its own 
kind, it is more than doubtful, in my opinion, that one of 
the canine teeth of the latter could have thus pierced and 
fractured one of the frontal bones, while the other left not 
the slightest trace upon the skull. The wound in ques- 
tion seems to me therefore to have been made by some 
missile thrown by a human hand. 

Admiral Wauchope affirms that he has seen a stone 
hammer imbedded in the skull of an Irish elk (Cervus 
megaceTos)y and even several heads of other animals of 
the same species wounded in like manner. On an entire 
skeleton of Bos urus (the urus of Caesar) dug in the 
presence of Nilsson from out a deep peat moss of Southern 
Scandinavia, he observed the first lumbar vertebra pierced 
from in front by a javelin armed with a flint head, which 
had been thrown with such force that the point had pene- 

* Marcel de Series, Msai snr les cwvemes a ossements, p. 166. Paris, 
1838. 

* See N. Joly, Note swr une noiwelle cmeme h ossements {Lozere), in 
tlie Bibliotfiiyue Universelle de Qenhue ri836.) 
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trated into the next vertebra, in which it remained im- 
beddedA Professor Steenstrup possessed, in his collection, 
fossil skulls of stags found in the kitchen middens, con- 
taining, incrusted in the bone, splinters of flint, doubtless 
broken off from some missile thrown by the hunter. Lastly, 
MM. Lartet and Christy have given an illustration in 
their interesting work on the caves of Perigord, of the 
vertebra of a young reindeer pierced by a flint arrow, 
which had remained in the wound (fig. 20). 

The Toulouse Museum of Natural History possesses 
the lower maxiUary of an Ur$u$ spelceus^ of which one 



Fig. 20. Vertebra of a rrindeer, with flint arrow head imbbdujSD 

IN THE BONE. 

(After Ed. Lartet and Christy.) 

branch, violently broken in two, resumed its functions 
after a complete cicatrisation. In what manner and on 
what food the animal lived during the necessarily very 
slow formation of the bone, it is impossible to say. That 
the wound in question was made by man seems extremely 
probable, we cannot say it is certain, since it is just pos- 
sible that the animal may have broken its jawbone by 
falling from a rock. 

As for the bones which hear the marks of regular in- 
cisions more or less deep, although they have sometimes 

' Sven Nilsson, The Primitive InhaHtants of Scandinavia, p, 1G9. 
London^ 1868. 



nmrAN boxes in the ca\hi:s. 


81 


given rise to strange mistakes, the bones of kalitheriiim 
found at Pouance for instance,' it is known that paheon- 
tologists set a high value on those of the pleiocene beds 
of Saint-Prest [Mepha^ meridionali^)^ of the quaternary 
deposits of the Somme valley (^Rhinoceros meridionaHs% 
or of the channel of the Oureq (^Mer/aceros hihernicus), 
not to mention the incisions made with a flint tool on a 
quantity of reindeer bones, with the evident purpose of 
cutting the tendons near to their root, in order to use them 
for sewing. All these facts prove nothing less than the 
certain existence of man at an epoch far anterior to all 
historical tradition. 

We must not close this chapter without saying a few 
words about the fractured jawbones of the cave bear 
and lion, which i\L Garrigou believes to have been used 
by man as defensive w\"iapons. It stauns more natural to 
attribute these fractures to a simpler cause than that which 
has been assigned. The dmital canal of these maxillaries 
is enormous, and the disappe.^arance of the dental nerve 
after they have been buried for short time leaves a con- 
siderable hollow, and age and damp render the slightest 
shock sufficient to break the bone at its weakest point. 
This may account for the fracture*, which is always in the 
same place, observed on tlu^ numerous jawbones of Urnns 
spelanis in the Natural Histoi'y Museum of Toulouse*. 
We give this explanation with the more confidence that 
our opinion on this point was shared at the session of the 
(\mgri‘ss of Bologna by l^roftissor Steenstrup, of Copen- 
hagen, a savant whose weight as an authority will certainly 
not be denied. 

VI. ENTIBE HUMAN" SKEUETOHS EOUNU IN THE 
CAVES. WOUNDED HUMAN BONES. EKACTUBED 
SKUIiDS. 

Although the caves have at ev(*ry ('poeh served as 
dwellings, and frecjuently also as burial plae<*s, entire 

^ It, is now generally known that Sir Charles TiVell anti many other 
attribute to the teeth of the do^^-lish {ain^harodon) the 
8uppt)se(l human incusions which have b<‘en <)hM«*rve(l by et^rtain se.ien- 
ti'.ic men on the bones of the halithrnum found in tlie >hfli marl of 
TouancA 

G 
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human skeletons are rarely found in them. When this 
does occur, it generally shows that the corpse was buried 
in the fossil-hearing stratum long after its formation. M. 
Cartailhac, indeed, asserts that all the researches he has 
made justify him in declaring that every complete human 
skeleton found in the caves may be considered, a prioriy 
as of later date than the iluviatile deposit in which it is 
contained. 

This is, perhaps, too sweeping an assertion, but it 
should be remembered by those palaeontologists who wish 
to avoid such mistakes as have been made, especially with 
regard to the human remains of Herm and Aurignac. 

Schmerlingjwho has explored forty-eight Belgian caves, 
found human bones in only two or tkree of them. Lund, 
out of 800 Brazilian caves, which he examined, found 
only six containing human remains. These bones are 
always rather rare in the ossiferous caves belonging to the 
oldest stone age, but they become fairly common in the 
reindeer epoch, and still more so in the neolithic age. 

If I am not mistaken, we possess hitherto only four 
or five authentic examples of the complete human skeleton, 
belonging undoubtedly to a very ancient epoch, the true 
palaeohthic age. The first was discovered at Laugerie 
Basse (Dordogne) by MM. Massenat, Lalande, and Car- 
tailhac, in a layer containing carved reindeer bones, an 
evidently undisturbed stratum, for it was covered with 
enormous blocks, detached firom the rock which formed 
the vaulted roof of the shelter which served as a refuge to 
the troglod3dies of the reindeer age, and which was pre- 
ferred by them to other homes. The authors of this dis- 
covery rightly judged from these facts that they beheld 
the victim of a landslip, which occasionally took place at 
that remote epoch, as in our own day, and of which the 
traces still exist. 

The skeleton of Laugerie Basse was lying on its side, 
and appeared to have originally been in a crouching posture. 
The left hand lay under the left parietal bone, the right 
upon the neck. The elbows fell nearly to the knees ; one foot 
was close to the pelvis. The vertebral column had been 
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crn^hod by the corner of a great block, and the pelvis 
broken; but all the bones retained their natural positions 
or were little removed from them. In a word, this skele- 
ton presented exactly the appearance of a startled man, 
raising his hands to his head, and making himself suddenly 
as small as possible. Near the skeleton, and scattered in 
pairs, lay shells (Ui/pnvapyrwm and Cyprcea ktrida) which 
Lad no donbt served to adorn some garment. Two pairs of 
those shells lay on the forehead, one pair nearly touchmg 
(‘ach humerus, four for the knees, and two at each foot. 

The skeleton of Langerie Basse is then a well authen- 
ticated example of human remains contemporary with tlu* 
r<du(l(ier. Unfortunately, the authors of this important 
discovery have given ns no detailed account of character- 
istics of the skeleton in question, which is so much the 
more to n^gretted that it would have been of great 
interc‘st to compare its skull with those of Brnniquel, of 
I^'iirfooz, of Cro-Magnon, and with all those of the reindeer 
age, and even of earlier epochs. 

Another entire skeleton, buried in the caves of the 
arclacolithic epoch, wns found on Marcdi 26, 1872, by M. 
iiiviere, in one of the bone eaves of ilentone,^ at a depth 
<»r about twenty-one feet, along with numerous flint and 
bone implements,^ murine and land shells, and bones of 
mammalia, among oth(U*s of Urstts S‘pd((>tis^ Hycena spelcm^ 
Fdin atUlqua, &e. This skeleton w^as lying on the left 
si<i(% in the attitude of a man whom death had oveitaken 
during sleep. A number of perforated shells of I^assa 
mritea^ and a few stag’s teeth, also perforated, were 
scattered here and there upon the skull, and it is probable 
that these teeth and sludls were formerly part of some head 
ornament; other shells of the same species, symmetrically 


* In the aive of Cavillrm, tlic fourth hone cave of the "bamtsse roum, 
(a pat<nK word for red rocknt 

Those in^tnmicnts btdon^r to three dittcrent types, those of Mous- 
tier, of la Madidainti, and of polished atone. There is therefore 
ri‘;ison to sup^H^se that, several ep^^chs at once are represent cd in these 
viives. In spite of .several fractures the skull had preserved its form: 
it was dolichocephalons. The vertehraVcolumn, the ribs, and the bones 
of the limbs wore nearly intact, and lay in their natural positions. 
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arranged, were probably also the ornaments of the dress 
M. Eiviere at the end of his report calls attention to tim 
fact that the skeleton in question ‘ offers no characteristics 
which in any way proves it to be akin to monkeys and 
that the human skulls which it most nearly resembles 
are those found at Cro-Magnon ’ (Perigord). Three other 
skeletons presencmg the same characters as the above have 
since been found at Mentone. 

If entire skeletons are rare in the caves of the iiakeo- 
ithic age, they are on the other hand fairly common in 
the burial eaves of the neolithic period. As we shall have 



Fw. a. FEMAte SKUIX OP Cbo-Magno.v, wounved 
(After Louis Lartet.) 


tiik forehead. 


occasion to speak of these caves where we treat of 
burial grounds, we need only mention th;«T! .f ^ 

When isolated human boSs moro ' 
intermixed with the remains of ^ entire, are 

certain that the stratum in wh- i +1,^^^ species, when it is 

been disturbed, irmra—^'^'-S 

bones are really eontemnoraw fbat these 
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is furnished by the wounds made by stone w'capons, of 
vvhich some among them bear the marks or contain the 
fragments. Of this number is a human tibia found in the 
dolmen of Font Eial in Aveyron, which is pierced by a 
tiint-headed arrow which had remained in the wound and 
had produced considerable exostosis. We may also cite 
as an example a female skull, discovered several yt^arvS ago 
by M. Louis Lartet in the cave of Ci'o-Magnon, and of 
which the frontal bone showed a wound in process of 
healing, which was probably produced by a flint weapon 

The elder M. Lartet, in his remarkable work, * Sur la 
coexistence de Thoinme et des grands mammiferes fossiles,’ 
speaks of a Danish dolichocephalous skull of the stone age 
perforated by a lance-hcaded piece of the antler of an elk. 
Ik^side this skull lay thirty or forty skeletons also of a 
doli(^hocephalous race, and near them the stone weapons 
which the coiupierors had used to slay their enemies. 

Spring saw in the cave of Chauvaux, in B(‘lgium, a 
human parietal bone in which the flint axe which liad 
broken the victim’s skull remained fixed. Nilsson, cited 
by Lubbock, says that in a tomb of the neolithic age 
attributed to Albus McGaldms, king of Scothmd, a skch^- 
ton of extraordinary size was found in 1807, of which 
one arm had been almost separated from the trunk ])y a 
blow from an axe of diorite, of which a fragment still 
remained in the bone. 

j^astly, M. Pruni^res divseovered, in the caves of Baumes- 
Chaudes in Loz^re, still more convincing proofs.' These 
are human bones which still contain the flint heads of the 
arrows which wounded them. Often too these flint arrow- 
heads are encased in a ne wly formed bony tissue, a clear 
})roof that they had pierced the bone of the living subject 
and that the wounds had subsequently healed. M. 
Pruni^res has observed, moreover, that these flint arrow 
heads were not like those made by the inhabitants of the 
caves, but resembled those of the inhabitants of the 

' See the lluVetiti de la Soeietf d'Antlirojwhgie de Parle, p. 2 1 S, 
WftJ- IB, 1873. 
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neighbouring dolmens, to whom therefore these wounds 
must be attributed. 

Undoubtedly one of the most curious discoveries which 
has been made of late years, is that of pierced or rather 



^^5’ SKULL TAKEJ?- PROM A DOLMEN, AND PRESENTED BY 

31. X^RUNIERES TO THE MusEUM OF THE InSTITUT AnTHROPOLOGIQUE. 
(Half naitural size.) 


^ passing- tlie root of the nose at a, the crown of the head at 

nf the occiput at b ; a, bone of the left eyebrow ; p, bone 
^cMe-shaped edge of the surgical trepanning practised in 
IJt parietal bone; dc,l,d, edgi of the posthumous 
SdSy ’ ioUomug ths median line on. Las lioen dra«ii 
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tre.panned human skulls, found by Dr. Prunieres in the 
cave of Homme-mort in Lozere ^ and in several dolmens 
in the same department. Discs of bone, equal in size to 
the holes in the skulls have been found, sometimes within 
them, sometimes separately, lying beside them or at some 
distance. Many of these are pierced by one or two holes, 
so as to allow them to be strung upon a cord. Their 
diameter varies from that of a shilling to that of a crown- 
piece (see fig. 22). Some of them, more or less elliptical 
in shape, measure seven inches in length and five in their 
greatest width. M. Broca has made an exhaustive study 
of the subject,^ which is, thanks to his labours, now very 
well known. 

The trepanning was effected sometimes on the living 
subject, sometimes after death. An incision in the form 
of a T was first made on the skin under the hair, then 
the bone was scraped with a flint knife, until sooner or 
later the disc or discs of bone were detached from the skull ; 
for sometimes two or three were taken from one indi- 
vidual even while living. It is a remarkable fact i hat the 
cases in which the operation, which is especially dangerous 
when we consider the poverty of the surgical apparatus of 
our ancestors of the stone age, proved fatal, are so rare that 
out of twenty skulls in the possession of Dr. Ib'uni^res, he 
has only obs(Uved one instance. All the others present 
unmistakc^able traces of a complete recovery. 

The motive of this operation has of coxirse been sought, 
and the use of these discs found in the interior of the 
cranium or in the soil where the corpses had been buried. 
We shall return to this subject in the chapter on Religion. 
We shall see that the practice of trepanning persisted 
throughout the neolithic period, and that the use of 
these discs is the earliest proof of a belief in a future life. 

The instances of human hones in the caves which were 

' Artificmlly perforated skulls have also been found in the })urial 
caves of la Marne, of Sordes, in the neighbourhood of Pan, in the 
ancient tombs of the Canary Islcis, in the dolmens of Algeria, and even 
in Mexico and Peru. 

* Bee the lievue (T Avthfojpologiey t. ii, p. 18, 1873, and t. vi. pp. 1 and 
193 1877. 
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undoubtedly contemporary with extinct species are rare ; 
we purposely repeat this fact, and the greatest circum- 
spection is required before pronouncing on this kind of 
synchronism. Nothing is easier than to make the greatest 
mistakes on this point ; the cautious M. Ed. Lartet him- 
self assumed that the human bones of Aurignac were 
contemporary with those of Utsus spelceus and of the 
mammoth which he had himself found in the true archaeo- 
lithic stratum of this cave, whereas, imbedded in a far 
more recent layer, overlying the former, they dated in 
reality from the neolithic age. 

VII. PKOOPS PUHNISHEB BY THE OOHDITIOH OP THE 

BOnSTES, AHB THEIR CHEMICAL COMBO SITIOBT. 

When human bones are found buried in the same 
strata with those of extinct species, and when it is certain 
that the bed which contains them both is virgin and undis- 
turbed soil, we may logically conclude, as we have said, 
that these remains of men and animals date from the same 
epoch. The similarity of appearance, and especially the 
equal quantity of animal matter which they still contain, 
duly considering, of course, the age and nature of the 
animal, give new weight to this conclusion. Now the 
quantity of ossein is easily deduced from that of the 
nitrogen discovered by chemical analysis. In this manner 
M. Delesse found that the proportion of nitrogen con- 
tained in the human bones found at Aurignac was very 
nearly the same as that in the bones of the bear, reindeer, 
and rhinoceros with which the remains of onr own species 
were found associated in this burial cave. The numerous 
analyses of M. Scheurer-Kestner produced similar results, 
and led their author to believe with M. Delesse in the 
co-existence of man and the extinct species whose remains 
were under examination. 

The nature of the bones, that of the soil, its dryness or 
humidity, its permeability by air and water, the more or 
less ancient date of burial, the depth at which they lie, 
&c., have a considerable effect on the condition of the 
bones, so that those most recently buried are not always 
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the best preserved. Hence M. Fremy has had no diffi- 
culty in proving that nothing is more variable ^ than the 
quantity of organic matter contained in fossil bones; 
some of them no longer contain any at all, others have a 
proportion of 8, 10, and even 20 per cent. Some strata 
have such a preserving power that M. Gimbernat was able 
to make an edible jelly from some bones of Mejphas 
primigeyiius, and M. Bibra made a strong paste from the 
bones of Ursus spelceus. Mr. A. Milne-Edwards has seen a 
tooth of the last-named fossil species, found in the diluvium 
of the neighbourhood of Compiegne, which still contained 
sufficient ossein to retain its shape, after its calcareous 
substance had been espelled by the action of hydrochloric 
acid. Lastly, some bones of the mastodon found at New 
York, in 1845, still contained 27 to 30 per cent, of ani- 
mal matter. With bones so well preserved it would then 
be possible to prepare an antediluvian broth, a real soup 
of pre-adamite gelatine. Who knows if this strange notion 
may not one day be realised by the unceasing progress of 
chemistry, which every day displays wonders far more sur- 
prising and of greater interest.^ 

The impossibility of determining by analysis the 
precise age of any bone, ancient or recent, will be easily 
seen from the foregoing statements. On the other hand, 
if the bones under examination, belonging partly to the 
human race, partly to extinct species, occupy the same bed 
and contain the same proportion of nitrogenous matter, 
we may admit with some degree of certainty the synchro- 
nism of the analysed remains. In this way M. Scheurer- 
Kestner satisfied himself that the skull of Eguisheim, for 
example, was of the same date as the bones of the mam- 
moth and of the cave bear found along with it.^ 

* Marcel de Serres had long since observed that the chemicnl 
composition of the bones of the caves <and that of the remains contained 
in tiie tertiary bedvS are sometimes absolutely identical. 

2 This strange idea, of which we have just spoken, was put in execu- 
tion by German naturalists at the congress of Tubingen. ‘ They had t he 
pleasure,’ M. Babinet tells us, ‘ of eating, not a beefsteak, but a soup of 
mammoth gelatine.’ See JSmiLe Somitijiquet 1866. Conference by M. 
Babinet on the Glacial Period. 

* Scheurer-Kestner, Pecker ehes Ckimiques sur les Ossements trouves 
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From all these facts we must conclude that if the 
chemical analysis of bones can, in certain cases, and by 
comparison, furnish useful data with respect to their rela- 
tive ages, it cannot tell us anything about their absolute 
age. Hence again it results that if the doubts recently 
put forward with regard to the human bones of Aurignac 
have a real foundation, that is, if these bones are much 
less ancient than those of the cave bear, mammoth, and 
rhinoceros, considered as contemporaneous by M. Ed. 
Lartet, we must also conclude that the analysis of these 
bones made by M. Delesse does not prove all that which 
he wished it to show. 

dam h lehm d'l^guuheirti, Annahs deg Scienceg Natm^elUs. t. vii. p. 166, 
1867. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

TEE FEAT MOSSES AND TEE KITGEEN MIDDENS. 

I. THE DAEISH PEAT MOSSES. 

It is well known that in certain regions (chiefly at the 
bottom of gently sloping valleys), and under the influence 
of certain conditions, aquatic plants, the hyjpn'wm^ the 
sphagnum^ &c., herbaceous land plants, heaths, and even 
forest trees, heaped up in shallow waters, become inter- 
laced and partly decomposed, and produce a combustible 
of no great value. This combustible is peat. Denmark is 
especially rich in various kinds of peat beds, known in 
that country as engmose (meadow marshes), lyngmose 
(heath marshes), and skovmose (forest marshes). 

The last alone deserve a few moments’ attention, since 
they show that very different vegetations succeeded each 
other at different epochs in the soil of Denmark. Professor 
Steenstrup, who has made a special study of the subject, 
tells us that a layer of peat, composed of perfectly recog- 
nisable aquatic plants (hypnuTri)^ is placed above the amor- 
phous, almost felt-like peat, which occupies the centre 
and bottom of the funnel-shaped basins in which it was 
formed. ' Stunted pines, heaped one over the other, still 
occupy the place in the marsh where they grew in the 
remote past. Then the sphagnum takes the place of 
the hypnum^ and the heath appears, along with whortle- 
berries, birches, hazels, and alders. Lastly, the Scotch fir, 
which once grew along the borders of the moss, but which 
has long since disappeared from the land, appears in great 
abundance, and principally on the outer belt. These tref^s 
now lie overturned in such a way that their roots are turned 
towards the edge of the basin and their tops towards the 
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centre; they are heaped upon each other and overlap 
with such regularity, that they present the appearance of 
piles of timber artificially arranged. 

By degrees they disappear and are replaced by the 
sessile-leaved oak (Quercus robur sessilifolia of Smith), 
which in its turn gives place to the pedunculate leaved 
oak (Quercus pedunculata, Eberhard), almost the only 
one now existing in Denmark. Finally the beech appears 
{Fagus sylvestris), which at the present day grows 
so luxuriantly in this part of Scandinavia, that these 
forests are reckoned the finest in the world. 


What causes brought about these changes in the 
vegetation ? Judging from the shells of the peat mosses, 
whose species are identical with those actually existing 
in that region, the climate does not appear to have under- 
gone any great modifications of temperature. Hence 
Steenstrup has been led to believe that the succession of 
the fir, the sessile-leaved oak, and the beech is simply due 
to a gradual desiccation and improvement of the soil, 
the fir thriving in poor and marshy, while the beech 
grows only in dry and fertile districts. 

The series of layers of peat which we have just de- 
scribed extends to a depth of not less than 15 to 20 ft., 
and this argues the lapse of a great period of time between 
their origin and the moment at which their formation 
ce^ed. Ten to twelve thousand years perhaps, according 
to Steenstrup, went to the accumulation and transformation 
of these remains of a vegetation which has partly or wholly 
disappeared from the district. 


The traces of fire still bo be seen upon some of the pine 
trunks, and the presence of carved flints in the layer of peat 
formed by the same substance, are facts brought forward 
oy ^e famous professor of Copenhagen in support of his 
assertion, that man existed at the period when dense pine 
forests covered Denmark with their sombre but rich vegeta- 
f- convincing, corroborate the 

Sfh htT professor. He drew out, 

- 4 - J.I, t^nds, an axe which had been violently driven 

into the trunk of a Scotch fir (Pmm syj/vestris). Now 
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this tree is no longer, and has never been since historic 
times, indigenous to the Danish isles, and has not thriven 
when the attempt has been made to re-introduce it. 

It has also been proved by Steenstrnp in a most in- 
genious and conclusive way that the Bos primigenins was 
contemporaiy with the ancient Danish forests. In a forest 
peat moss of the island of Moen, he discovered an entire 
skeleton of this primitive ox, buried, so to speak, in a 
shroud of the needles of the Scotch fir. Needles of the 
same trees, slightly crushed, and in small fragments, con- 
stituted a blackish mass, placed within the space occupied 
by the skeleton, which mass is nothing else than the 
perfectly recognisable excrements of the ruminant, which 
lived and browsed in the Danish forests together with the 
blackcock, which has long since disappeared from them. 

Two bones of the stag, found in the peat mosses of 
Jutland and Finland, where the Scotch fir is very abun- 
dant, have led the Danish savant to the same conclu- 
sion with regard to tlie animals to which these bones 
belonged. Steenstrnp has further concluded from tht^ 
presence of flint arrow' heads in these bones, and tirrow- 
heads which had during the life of the animal been covered 
by a new formation of bone, that man had pursued and 
wounded the stags, but had not been able to kill them. 
He was therefore contemporai'y with them, and consc‘- 
quently with the pine forests of Denmark. 

The stone age terminates with these forests. Thai 
of bronze saw the birth of the first oak of the peat 
mosses {J^uercfiis rohor sessilifolia) ; for it is in a layer of 
this oak that the magnificent bronze shields which now’ 
adorn the Museum at Copenhagen were found. Lastly, 
the historic, or iron age, belongs essentially to the epo<'*h 
of the beech. No human bones have as yet. been foxmd 
in the Danish peat mosses. ^ Who will tell us,’ exclaims 
Virchow, ‘ how long this calendar of trees^ if I may he 
allowed the expression, has been establisluMl ; "bow 
many centuries have elapsed since the pine forests c(iased 
to spread their dark verdure over the surface of tluise 
marshes ^ We do not know, but we know that with the 
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disappearance of the pines the blackcock also was forced 
to quit Denmark, for it fed upon their young shoots in 
the spring. If doubt were still entertained as to the 
coincidence of the age of the pines and the stone age, the 
discovery of a flint implement in the peat at the foot of 
such a pine would be a conclusive fact.’ ^ 

We must not leave the peat mosses of Denmark with- 
out mentioning the numerous necklace beads and ear- 
rings of amber which were dug out of those of Jutland. 
One of them furnished, it is said, more than 4,000 such 
beads, enclosed in a wooden casket, which has suggested 
the idea that this was the stock in trade of some jeweller 
of the neolithic age. 

The Irish bogs have furnished palaeontology with 
remains of the Megaceros hiberniens in a perfect state 
of preservation, and several museums, especially that of 
Toulouse, possess a complete and well mounted skeleton 
of this animal, which was the contemporary of the mam- 
moth and the cave bear. 

Among the French peat mosses we may mention in 
particular those situated near the mouth of the Somnu*, 
horn some of which M. Boucher de Perthes extracted 
rough-hewn axes, and bones of the Irish elk, and frorT\ 
others a quantity of bone and flint implements (stag’s 
horn axes with wooden handles, flint knives, bone tisii- 
hooks, necklaces, &c.), which undoubtedly belong to the 
age of polished stone. The proofs of the great antiquity 
of man furnished by the peat mosses of the Somme 
valley are less striking than those of the Danish bogs, 
but they have their value. Boucher de Perthes tells "lis 
moreover that in several districts in the neighbourhood 
of Abbeville, where an immense forest formerly stood, 
alders and oaks twelve feet in diameter may be laid bare 
by digging through the layer of peat formed subsequently 
above them. Some of these are still standing, others are 
uprooted and lie with their heads towards the source of 
the river. The renowned antiquary surmises that these 

. tumuli et les liaditaiions lamistres CRcvu^ de» 

tc'centifi^ues, ann^e, 1866, p. 7). ^ 
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trees were overthrown by a gust of wind from tbe sea, or 
by a tidal wave of more than ordinary force, the same 
perhaps which swept away the isthmus which formerly 
united Grreat Britain and the Continent.^ 

Whatever we may think of this last hypothesis, it is 
certainly true that these trees have fallen on the very spot 
where they grew, and that since they fell, great beds of 
peat not less than 5 or 6 yards in depth, have been formed 
above them. This peat is covered by a bed of waterwom 
pebbles to a depth of 12 or 16 inches. Now in the lowest 
layer, half-polished axes, along with bones of oxen, boars, 
roebucks, and stags, have been found. The conclusion is 
easy to draw. 

The peat mosses of the neighbourhood of Paris belong 
for the most part to the same epoch. Some few among 
them seem, however, to date from the reindeer age. In 
the latter, which are formed of a fibrous peat, MM. 
Eoujou and Julien found hearthstones, flint imple- 
ments, and even pottery, which they believe to be of 
later date than the period of the mammoth, but more 
ancient than the age of polished stone. However, we 
must not forget that, by reason of their greater per- 
meabihty, especially when they are in a soft condition, 
the peat mosses may have received and covered bones 
and products of human industry which it would be a 
mistake to regard in every case as contemporaries, merely 
from the fact that they occupy the same level. Many 
mistakes have been committed in this respect, and it is 
impossible to be too cautious in pronouncing upon the 
real age of any object found in the peat. But when 
Boucher de Perthes and Steenstrup have searched these 
bogs with the attention and care for which they are so 
justly celebrated, the results have great value, and give 
the most convincing evidence in favour of the thesis 
which we are endeavouring to establish ; namely, the great 
antiquity of the human race. 


* Boucher de Perthes, VJ‘4)Mme Ant^dilumen, p. 18. 
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II. THE HEAT MOSSES, OE SWITZEELAND. LEAP- 

MABKED COAL OP MOBOHWEILL, OP WETZIHON, 

OP UTZNACH, AND OP DUBNTEN. 

We cannot leave unnoticed the peat mosses containing 
leaf-impressed coal which occur in various parts of Switzer- 
land, notably at Wetzikon in the east of Switzerland, at 
Morchweill near Saint Gall, at Utznach, and at Diirnten 
in Oberberg. These masses of carbon, of which the 
mean thickness is a yard, and which in certain districts 
attain to a depth of 4^ yards, are traversed by veins of 
clay, and they rest upon a bed subsequently formed of 
dirty white or yellowish clay. The shells of freshwater 
molluscs still existing in the country have been found 
imbedded in this layer {ATiodonta^ valvata depressa^ 
obticsa^ &c.). The trunks of pines are also abundant, 
overthrown in every direction, with their roots, their 
bark, and fibrous tissue with its concentric layers, show- 
ing that some of them were more than a century old, jin a 
perfect state of preservation. These trees are much 
flattened, and encased in a blackish or brownish substance 
produced by the decaying of herbaceous plants. The trees 
are rarer in the upper layers, which are principally com- 
posed of compressed masses of carbon interlaced with roots 
and reeds. 

Twenty-four species of plants, of which eight are trees 
or shrubs, have been discovered by Heer in these peat- 
bogs of the ancient world. We give the hst of them : — 


Trees 

Common fir (Pimcs abies). 

Scotch fir {Pinm sylrestris). 
Mountain pine (Pimcs ino7itana). 
Larch {Finns larix). 

Yew {Taxus bacocuta). 

Birch {Betula alba). 

Oak {Qnercm robur). 

Maple {Acer jjseudf)j)lafa77ics) 
Hazel {Qorylus avelUma). 


Herbaceous Plants 

Marsh trefoil {Me^iyantlies trifo- 
Hat a). 

Common reed {Phragmites com- 
munis). 

Baspberry {Itubus idmis). 

Perforated myrtle ( Vaccinium vitis 
idcea). 

Lake scirpns {Scirpvs lac^istris). 

Several species of sphagnum. 

Mosses, among others Hypnum di- 
hmii, found at Thonon by M. 
Morlot among other glacial re- 
mains. 
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Only one plant of this epoch seems to have disappeared, 
namely, a species of nujphar^ of which M. Gaspary has 
made a separate genus, under the name of holoplewa. 

Animals which occur in the Leaf-marked Coal. 

Mammalia Insects 

JE^p/ias mitigyms \ 

Rhmooeros etrusous I Extinct JDonacia discolor ) Existing 

Bos primigenim f species B. seHoea j species 

Ursm sjpelesus j 

MoUnscs 

Amdonta 
VaT/oata depressa 
Valvata obtma 
Iridium obliquvm 

At Diirnten and at Utznach we find trunks of firs and 
birches a foot in diameter, with well preserved cones* At 
Morchweill an acorn still retaining its cup was found, and 
two varieties of hazel nut, of which one resembled the 
modern kind. Lastly, among the animals whose remains 
have been found in these beds, the most ancient species of 
the diluvium of the valleys occur, such as Elephas an- 
tiquus^ Rhinoceros etruscas, Bos primigenius^ and Ursus 
spelceus, contemporaries of the man of the caves. We 
find with these species, long since extinct, the elytra of 
insects belonging to species identical with those which 
still exist on the shores of the Swiss lakes {Donacia dis- 
color and D. sericea). 

According to Oswald Heer, one of these peat mosses, 
that of Morchweill, and perhaps that of Wetzikon, is placed 
between two beds containing striated erratic blocks, which 
seems to show that they were formed in the interval 
which separates the two glacial periods admitted by some 
geologists and rejected by others. Whichever opinion is 
adopted, it is at any rate true and incontestible that these 
masses of leaf-impressed carbon are covered by a glacial 
deposit. They belong therefore to an extremely remote 
epoch, and are at least contemporary with the ancient Rhine 
alluvium, above which the lehm or loess was deposited at 
the epoch of the great extension of the glaciers of the 

H 


I Existing species 
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Swiss Alps and of the Vosges, now extinct. Now, it is in 
this loess^ at Eguisheim in Alsace, and at Lahr in Baden, 
that MM. Faudel and Ami Bone found human bones of 
which we shall soon have occasion to speak, a conclusive 
proof that man existed during the glacial period, that is, 
at an epoch when the woolly elephant, the rhinoceros, and 
the reindeer existed in our land. 

III. THE HITCHEH lyCIDDEKTS OR SHEIiIi MOUlSrnS. 

The remains of prehistoric cookery, which are found in 
considerable heaps on the seashore, are known as kitchen 
middens to Scandinavian archaeologists. These heaps are 
principally composed of oyster shells (Ostrea edvMs)^ of 
mussel shells {^Mytilus edulis)^ of limpets (^Garditcm 
edule\ and of periwinkles {Littorma littorea). Bones o f 
mammalia, of birds and fishes, are found together with 
these molluscs, and other similar refuse. 

The principal mammalia are the stag (Gervus elfiphcis\ 
the wild goat {G. capreolus)^ and the wild boar (^Sus 
scrofa). The reindeer is rarely found; but according 
to Steenstrup, it does occur in the kitchen middens, 
though its presence was long disputed. We must add to 
these about fifteen other species which are far less com- 
mon than those already mentioned. These are the brown 
bear, the dog, the wolf, the fox, the cat, the lynx, the 
marten, the otter, the seal, the walrus, the beaver, the 
water rat, and the mouse. Birds are represented by the 
wild swan (Gy gnus musicus\ the blackcock {Tetrao 
urogallus)^ and the great penguin (Alca impennis), now 
nearly extinct. The fishes which occur most frequently are 
the herring (Glupea harengus), the cod (Oadus cellarius\ 
the dab (Pleuronectes limanda), and the eel (Murcena 
anguilla). It is worthy of remark that none of these 
animals belong to an extinct fauna. 

As for the kitchen debris themselves, they form heaps 
from 1 to 3 yards in height, by 100 to 350 yards long 
and 50 to 70 wide, and there are more than fifty of them, 
all situated a short distance from the shores of the Baltic, 
and seldom raised more than three yards above the level 
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of the sea. Among the refuse still remain the coal cinders 
of ancient' hearths, rude pottery,- numerous flint imple- 
ments, and some few traces* of .stag’s horn. But there is 
no vestige of metals, nor of cereals, nor, consequently, of 
agriculture. The dog was, however, abeady domesticated, 
as Professor Steenstrup has proved in a most ingenious 
<vay. He had observed. that nearly all the long bones of 
mammalia and birds taken bom the refuse heaps were 
reduced to their shaft or dia'physia. The heads or extre- 
mities had disappeared or were very bregularly broken. 
Moreover, Steenstrup remarked that the long bones were 
from twenty to twenty-five times more numerous than tt^e 
short bones. Struck by these two facts, he shut up several 
dogs and gave them bones to gnaw. They devoured the 
short bones, gnawed the -heads of the long bones, ar^d 
left the shafts in precisely the same condition as those 
of Copenhagen. Hence the learned professor concluded 
that the Danish aborigines were in possession of a do- 
mestic animal, the dog, which accompanied them every- 
where, shared their repasts, and served itself as food to 
these still barbarous tribes. 

As for the bones of the other mammalia, they bear 
evident traces of having been purposely fractured by man, 
who broke them in order to extract the marrow which they 
contained for food. 

As zoological museums of ancient times, and as 
links between the past and the present, the kitchen 
middens furnish Danish men of science with valuable data 
respecting the fauna of the country which them labours 
have rendered famous. Thus at the time when the use 
of metals was still unknown to them ancestors .but when 
they were abeady in possession of better flint tools 
than those found in the diluvium of Abbeville and in 
certain caves of prehistoric times, the mammoth, the 
woolly rhinoceros, the musk ox, &c., no longer existed 
in Denmark. The oyster, at that time very common on 
the shores of the Baltic, has in several districts completely 
disappeared, and in the places where it is still found it is 
comparatively small and stunted. This is also the case 
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with the other edible molluscs before mentioned. This 
result is attributed to a perceptible decrease of saltness 
which has taken place in the waters of the Baltic, owing 



Figs. 23 , 24 . Lance heads prom the kitchen middens. 
(After Lubbock.) 


to the great quantity of fresh -water poured into this inland 
sea by the nvers of the present day, and to the obstruction 
ot the channel of comnaunieation between the North Sea 

j X caused by the formation of the land 

added to Jutland. 
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The presence of the bones of the blackcock in these 
refuse heaps proves that this bird, now extinct in Denmark, 
found the resinous buds which form its favourite food in 
the pine forests which grew near the coast. The great 
penguin (^Alca impennis^ Linnaeus), now, according to 
some authorities, confined ‘to the most inaccessible rocks of 
Iceland and Greenland, or, as others say, entirely extinct, 
was then common upon these shores. Its oily fiesh was 
not despised ; its fat was used at once for food, fuel, and 
light.* The refuse heaps contain no remains of the do- 
mestic fowl. 

As a sporting, and especially as a fishing people, the 
ancient Danes have left in their kitchen middens a quan- 
tity of the remains of eels, cod, flounders, and herrings; 
all deep sea fish, in search of which they were obliged to 
venture far out to sea in boats formed of the trunk of a 
tree hollowed by flints and fire: a terrible struggle for 
existence, in which many human victims fell, but in which 
dangerous school many bold spirits were formed. 

Human remains have hitherto been sought in vain in 
the kitchen middens ; but as we have already said, a 
number of flint implements have been found there, some 
of which are rudely fashioned and resemble those of the 
diluvium (figs. 23 and 24) ; others, less common than the 
former, are of better workmanship and are even polished 
by the grindstone, for example some axes of a peculiar 
character, flat on one side and more or less convex on the 
other, and of which the object is confessedly unknown to 
M. Steenstrup (figs. 25, 26, and 27). Certain savage tribes 
of modern times make similar axes (figs. 28, 29, 30)c 

According to calculations of which we do not guarantee 
the accuracy, the kitchen middens of Denmark are about 
7,000 years old, and are contemporary with the earliest 
lake dwellings. Steenstrup believes them to be of the 
same age as the dolmens, and believes that the people 

^ By placing a wick of any kind, moss for instance, in the stomach 
of a penguin, an_ economical lamp was obtained. In the middle ages 
the fat of this bird was used as fuel in the place of wood on the coasts 
of Newfoundland. 





CARVED BONES AND HORN, 103 

who raised these great stone monuments, and those who 
have left the refuse of their meals in the kitchen middens, 
are one and the same. Worsae, de Quatrefages, and Desor 
do not share this opinion. According to the famous 
Danish archaeologist, the refuse heaps represent in the 
north the beginning of the age of splintered stone, while 
the dolmens belong to the end of it. M. de Quatrefages, 
again grounding his belief upon the fact that the remains 
of the industry of the people who formed the shell mounds 
are never found with the remains of Mephas primigeni w^ 
nor even with those of the reindeer (although, as we have 
seen, Steenstrup affirms that the latter do occur in the 
refuse heaps), concludes that the construction of the 
kitchen middens is of a much later date than the race of 
Aurignac and of Moulin- Quignon ; he adds that, ^ between 
the stone age of our earliest ancestors and that of the 
primitive Danes a whole geological period intervenes,’ 
M. Desor, for his part also, denies the identity of the 
people of the kitchen middens with that of the dolmens, 
for, independently of the numerous domestic animals to be 
met with in the latter, objects in bronxe and even in iron 
occur also, which are never found in the kitchen middens. 
It is therefore more than doubtful whether these two 
kinds of monuments date from the same epoch ; we may 
even go so far as to say that the problem is now solved ; 
the dolmens, and especially those in which iron and bronze 
occur, being proved to be far more recent than the kitchen 
middens of Denmark. 

Blackish ashes have been found in the latter, which 
chemical analysis has shown to contain a considerable pro- 
portion of manganese ; these ashes were produced by the-j 
combustion of a species of sea-weed {Zostera marha) 
sprinkled with sea-water. This double process restilted 
in a sort of saline efflorescence (the sal mrp^ini of Pliny). 

Bones and antlers of the stag carved itito fish-hooks, 
chisels, axe blades, &c., have been found among tlie debris. 
A sort of bone comb was discovered at Meilgaard, destined 
probably to split the tendons then used as thread and 
cordage. The remains of Danish cooking seem to show 
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that the tribes who formed one layer after another in such 
a way that they bear a certain resemblance to geological 
strata, lived nnder the shelter of tents, and practisciJ 
hunting and fishing, eating their spoils on the spot* 

Eefuse heaps of wstill earlier date than those of 
mark have been observed in Suabia at Schixssenried* 


Others occur in certain caves of France, Belgium, in the 
Orkney Isles, in Scotland, England, &c. We may mention 
among others the cave at Brixham, where, associated wit h 


fragments of rude pottery and bones of extinct species, 
heaps of oyster shells and other saltwater molluscs occur, 
as well as fishbones of the genus scarus. 

Cook observed debris of a similar character at Cape 
Leveque, in Australia. Lastly, Darwin and Lyell men- 
tion others in Guinea, and on the coasts of New FinlamJ. 
They have even been found in America ; in the States of 
IVIaine, Florida, Massachusetts, &c. Those of America are 
of two kinds, some containing marine shells in abundance, 
the others, situated in the interior of the continent, espe- 
cially on the banks of the Mississippi and the St.^ John 
rivers, contain only freshwater molluscs (unto, paludina, 
ampullarm). In all of them occur axes, arrow heads and 
dint Wes simply splintered, rude pottery, but never 
metal. The fauna excavated from them differs in no 
respect from that of the present day. Everythinc- in 
these refuse heaps indicates a civilisation similar to that 
of the pople who formed the Danish shell mounds, but 
not perhaps of such remote antiqidty. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE LAKE mVELLINGB AND THE NUEAGHL 
I. THB LAKE EWEXiLIN-QS OP SWITZBRLAITB. 

It was during the wiiUer of 1853-54, at an epoch when 
the waters of the lake of Zurich had fallen to the lowest 
level they are ever known to have attained, that Keller 
observed near OlnTineilen tlu,^ first piles, w^hieh led to so 
many important discoveries and such remarkable strides 
in the science of archaeology. 

Anyone may have <fi)served in the Paris Elxlubition of 
1867, in the galleries devoted to Natural Science, those 
curioiis specimens which displayed bijfore our eyes the 
dawning arts, industry, agricultund labours, and domestic 
life of the first inhabitants of Helvetia. 

If we read the successive reports communicated by 
Keller to the Antiquarian Society of Zurich; Troyon’s 
book on the lake dwellings, which Carl Vogt vstyles some- 
what 8evt‘rely an historical rmiance^ a fums fancy i lastly, 
the work on the lake dwellings of Neufchatel, published by 
M. Desor, in 1865 ; if we add to these works the general 
views of Morlot on archaeology, sevenil critical articles of 
Pictet on fossil man,- independently of what he has said 
in his great treatise on imlseontology ; the ^ Crania Helve- 
tica’ of His, the studies of Eutimeyer on the fossil faiina 
of Switzerland, the ‘ Crania Germanise Meridionalis Ori- 
entalis ’ of licker, the ‘ Vorlesungen fiber den Menschen, 
seine Stelliuig in der Schopfung und in der Gt^schichUt 
der Erde,’ by <’arl Vogt, the * PfahlbaualterthfimeT von 
Moosseedorf,’ by Jalm and Uhlmann, &c-, w'e shall be 
convinct‘d that love of science, allied to the noblest 
patriotism, could alone have brought to light so many 
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interesting discoveries in so short a time and in so limited 
snace 0/ ground. The following details are t.ikt-ii from 
the^ original sources and from personal recollect mn. 

It haf been justly remarked that the lake dwel hng.s of 
Switzerland are at the same time monument s of jyrehist onc 
architecture, a zoological museum, and ^‘tro- 

pology. Framework and piles, remains of wilii and domes- 
tic aSmals, various forms of human skulls, implements of 



Fig. 31. Axoient Sivi.<^s t.akk dwellings, in part RKSTo«fCt> nr row- 

PARISON WITH THJB LAKE HUTS OF MODERN SAVAGES IN JN'KW (iviNKA. 


every description iu bone, flint, bronze, and iron, pottery 
of more or less artistic workmanship, objects of art and 
ornament, woven stuffs, grinding stones, millston(>.s for 
crushing, grains, bread, fruits, ashes, coal, &c., all these 
are found therein, or at least were found there in ti state 
of confusion, which the science of antiquaries and pid.-eonto- 
logists has reduced to the most perfect order (fig. 31 ). 

Long known to the fishermen, who often entangled 
their nets in them, the piles of the Swiss lakes only at- 
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tracted the attention of scientific men about 1853* Keller 
was one of the first to understand their importance, and 
the reports wh c*h from that time (1854) he continually 
laid before the Antiipiarian Society of Zurich bear witness 
to the zeal, conscientiousness, and power of observation 
which he has displayed in the production of a work worthy 
of his country and of himself. 

By the help of the ruins which remain beneath the 
waters, let us endeavour to reconstruct in imagination 
these ancient dwellings, which a well-known savant, for 
once mistaken, asserted to have been built and inhabited 
by beavers. Imagine a number of piles, ^ fifteen to thirty 
feet long, with a diameter of three to nine inches, standing 
about four to six feet above the surface of the water when 
it is still. The dislance between these piles varies; some 
of them are arrangc^d at right angles to the shore, others 
are parallel to it, and form altogether a rectangle or a 
circle. 

Usually fixed in the mud of the lake above the surface 
of which tlu'y are raised, they are sometimes supported 
(when the nature of the soil does not allow them to be 
imbedded in it) by h(‘aps of stones, or Stembergeit^ arranged 
round their bas(u vSuppose these piles to be joined by 
transverse beams, held in their places by wooden pins. 
It then only remains to establish a kind of platform des- 
tined to supjxjrt the hut and constructed of thick planks 
or of split trunks of trees roughly squared, and bound 
together by strong cords, wooden pins, or even by cross 
pieces of wood and by dovetailing. Finally, suppose that 
oval, circular, or rta'tanguW huts are built upon this platr- 
form, ten, fifteen, or even twenty-seven feet in diameter, 
of which the walls are formed of perpendicular posts, 
bound togt^ther by wattled branches lined with a cement 
of clay. Kach hut is covered by a roof of bark, thatch, 
cane, reed, fern, or moss ; a door is left for the entrance, 
and a trapdoor within communicates with the lake. The 
trunk of a tree serves for seat and table, a heap of moss 

‘More than 40,000 were connted at Wangen, and about 100,000 at 
Bobenhausen. 
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for a bed. Lastly, suppose each hut surrounded by a ring 
of piles, of which the upper end touches the surface of 
the water, to prevent the approach of hostile canoes, and 
united to the shore by a drawbridge, and a sufficiently 
exact idea will be obtained of the lake dwellings which in 
prehistoric times existed in Switzerland and elsewhere. 
The number of these habitations at present known in thi.s 
country exceeds 200. The lake of Neufchatel alone has 
furnished forty. Each village was composed on the aver- 
age of about 300 huts.* 

It is no easy task to decide the precise motive for the 
construction of these lake dwellings. It is scarcely likely, 
as some authors have maintained, that they were simply 
huts, used temporarily for fishing, or magazines for food 
and other stores, if we take into consideration the im- 
mense labour it must have cost to build them. Moreover, 
it is impossible by this hypothesis to account for the 
number and diversity of the objects found among the piles 
if we deny that these places were lake villages or cities, 
inhabited by a population already so dense that certmn 
districts contained from twelve to fourteen hundred souls. 

Again it has been said, but there are absolutely no 
grounds for the assertion, that these houses on piles were 
places of temporary meeting, and even temples consecrated 
to the worship of the waters. 

Everything seems to show that the olde.st lake dwellings 
of Switzerland do not go back beyond the neolithic ag^ 
and that they ceased to exist quite at the beginning of the 
iron age, that is, shortly after the Eoman invasion. The 
huts_ of Moosseedorf, Wangen, Kobenhausen, Meilen 
Concise, Saint Aubain, &c., belong to the age of polished’ 
stone. None of the lake cities of the bronze age which 
^ve been hitherto discovered are situated in the east of 
Switzerland. To this age belong those of Geneva, Bienne, 
Sempach, Morat, Cortaillod, Auvernier, Neufchatel. Those 


<.-.1 At Wangen, near Lucerne, and in the lakes of Zurich of Pfeffikon 
and of CoMtanoe, floors or platforms placed one above the other werA 

inrb^k’ 

forty.two fee?m1eSlX“&ty »*« 
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of Rienno and Xeufchatel witnessed the earliest days of 
the iron age and come very near to historic times. At 
la T^ne a Homan coin bearing the effigy of Claudius was 
discovered, which w’ould seem to prove that this settle- 
ment existed as late as the middle of the first century of 
our era. Moreover, a vase bearing a Latin inscription was 
discovi*red in the lake of Boarget, and some Eoman swords 
at Bienne. 

Some of these, sidtlements contain remains belonging 
to two or three difierent ages. For instance the ages of 
stone and bronze are represented at Estavayer, and those 
of stone, bronz(% and iron at Neufchatel and Nidau. 

In the east of Switzerland the lake cities disappear 
with the age of stone ; in the west they last until the 
iron agtn Some fiwv even seem to have lasted to the 
iHJginninga of history, but to fix the precise date of 
their first appearance seems to be too bold an attempt. 
Certain authors, however, assign an age of 5,000, and even 
of 7,000 years to the oldest lake cities, whose construction 
would thus be anterior to that of Nineveh and Babylon. 
'Froyon makes them date from 2,000 years before our era, 
that is, (dght to ten ctmturies before the Trojan war, and 
M, (rervais himself adopts this calculation, which probably 
falls cousiilerably short of tlui truth. Finally M. Eiitimeyer 
believes that the lakti cities form in Switzerland the earliest 
stage in tlu* hivStory of the human race, a conclusion which 
is inadmissible since the discovery at Verrier,^ at the foot 
of Mont Sal^ve, of human constructions of the reindeer 
age,^ which M. Kd. I^artet, an authority on such questions, 

* The hill of VtTrier, at the foot of Mont Saltive, near Geneva, 
waa formed hy a landslip of the almost vertical strata of this mountain 
after the gla<ual epoch. The cavities left between the great blocks of 
which it is formed afterwards served as shelter to man. But the 
presence of ciirved reindeer bones in this place, and especially those of 
Thayngen, and th(‘. total ab.sence, or at least the extreme rarity of 
such remainn in the lake cities, incontestably prove that the arrival 
of man in Switzerland is anterior to the lake dwellings. 

* lieimieor bone.% airved or otherwise, had, before these discoveries, 
already been deserved in ditfereut ptirts of Switzerland, notably in tbe 
neighbonrhotHl of Geneva, on the lake at Meilen, and at Windisch on 
the banks of the Ilcuss. All these bones were found in the alluvium of 
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believes, judging from the workmanship, to bo contem- 
porary with several settlements of Perigord of the so- 
called second epoch (reindeer age). The recent discovery 
of the cave of Thayngen, near SchafifhaUvSen, confirms the 
theory of the learned palaeontologist. The inhabitaxif s of 
the lake dwellings were therefore precechni in Switzerland 
by the dwellers in the caves, who date from the archa‘t>- 
lithic epoch, and perhaps even they are not the earlit^Ht 
representatives of the human race in that country. 

It is generally admitted that the lake cities were iium 


than once, by accident or design, destroyed by hrti. The 
ruins found at the bottom of the lakes are a clear priH>f of 
this fact. A terrible conflagration seems to have marked 
the limit of each historical period. 

The confused and vague ideas which are all that we 
hitherto possess, will not allow us to give a definite reply 
to the question as to who these strange people were thal 
buflt and inhabited these lake cities. Here, as in nuiny 
other cases, there is an immense field for conjecture, 
and adventurous minds may give the rein to their itnl 
agination. If we consult the archmologists of the nortli— 
M.Worsae, for instance— they tell us that tlw. first iuliahi- 
ta^s of the lake cities were aborigines of the wvnt and 
north of Europe, of Keltic origin. Their racu‘ endurini a« 
long as the lake dwellings, and perfected itself in arts and 
manufactoes on the spot they inhabited. Keller, Deasor 
and Virchow share this opinion. The almost complete 

buildings of dilierent eiHS:h.H- 
the great resemblance of certain ol^ects in comnmn me’ 
made of stone, bronze, iron, and clay ; the similarit y of the 
way m which fruits and other provis ons of Sn^ kin K 
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From the fact that certain agricultural processes 


practised in Switzerland during 
the epoch of polished stone 
Homewluit resembled thosi^ 
which the ancient Eg3rptiaiis 
had adopted about fifty cen- 
turies bidore the Etruscan pe- 
ruxi, Carl Vogt concludes that 
the luiklers of the lake cities 
came from the banks of the 
Nile long before the first Aryan 
mignitions, and l>efore the use 
of metals was known in Egypt . 
Cnfortunatidy the data upon 
which so original an opinion is 
based do n<it appear to us suf- 
ficient to place it lH?yond dis- 
pute. 

II. IMPLEMBISrTS OP STONE 
AOE POXTNI) IN THE SWISS 
LAKES, 

The objects found in the 
Swiss lakes, under the peat, 
and among the ruins of the 
lake dwellings of the stone age, 
are, as was to be expected, very 
similar to those found in the 
caves of the neolithic age. Buta 
harvest ri<iher in many respects 
is gathered from the lake dwell- 
ings, since, imh'pendently of 
the weapons and utensils of 
every kind in stone, bone, and 
elay, the rema ins of a fauna and 
flora almost completely similar 



Fig. 32. Axe, with horn socket 

.AND WOODEN HANDLE, POONT) 


to our modern fauna and fiora atRorenhausen. (After Lub- 
have been discovered in them. ^ 


The stone axes, hammers, and chisels are always 



112 THE ANTiaUITY OF THE HUxHAH BACE. 

.highly polished, and usually fixed in a handle carved from 
the antler of a stag (fig. 32). Stones for polishing pur- 
poses, grindstones, stones for crushing corn, and stone 
hearths, are not rare in the lake cities. Paring knives^ 
or polishers, of which some are a species of jade highly 
polished, are usually fixed in a stag’s-horn handle. Lance 
and arrow heads and knives of flint are not uncommon, 
and, as usual, represent the types universally adopted. 
The same holds good of the weapons. The flint saw (fig. 

33), usually only two or three 
inches long, is fixed in the 
groove of a wooden blade and 
IS held firmly in its place by 
a dark-coloured cement of 
which the composition is nn- 

Fig. 33 . Flint SAW. (After Lubbock Utensils and tools 
* Prehistoric Man.’) of bone and hom have also 

been found, such as knives, 
scissors, axes, hammers, arrows, harpoons, bodldns, fish-, 
hooks, straight and curved needles, pierced by one or two 
holes, and sometimes even grooved to prevent the thread 
from interfering with the firee play of the implement. 
Some needles are sharpened at both ends, and the eye is 
then in the middle. The bone hairpins present the closest 
resemblance to the metal ones of modern days. The innate 
taste for ornament shows itself in the rings and bracelets of 
bone or stone, in the necklace beads made of Baltic amber, 
of stags’ antlers sawn into fragments more or less small, 
and even of nnts pierced through and through. Horn 
drinking cups of varied forms, and naturally of small 
size, have been found at Concise and Moosseedorf. One 
of these, hollowed from a stag’s antler, was furnished 
with a wooden bottom attached by means of threU^pins, 
of which the holes are to be seen near the lower edge. 

A quantity of fragments of rude pottery, like that of 
the caves of the neolithic age, sometimes blackened by 
plumbago, not thrown on the wheel, and but very slightly 
ornamented, have been taken from a number of these 
lake settlements (fig. 34). Some vases arc intact, hut 
rather small, with flat and rounded bottoms, while in the 
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mvc.QexVmfr age vases of a similar nature ended in a conical 
and were supported on stands or rings of clav. 


X 


I'nj. 1^4. FiiAt.MKNT or rta'TKitY vovsu in thk i.akk or /men. 
(AUer Lubbock.) 

SovtU'iil of those found at Concise bear two lumps 
knobs pierced with a hole to allow of their being su 
pended by a cord. 


rio. a,). ru:< K or WOVKN STCKF FOCND at UoiihMIACSKN. 

(Aiicr Lubbock.) 

The wt*aver’s shuttlc^the spintlk‘, the Widghts destined 
to aid in the rotatory movement of th(‘ spinning wlu^*}, 
the loom itselfj with its spools for stretching the thread, 
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sistexit custonj, sincfc it dates from the earliest stone 
age, from the epoch even of the cave bear and mam- 
moth, and it is still practised by the Lapps and other 
peoples of the Finn race who inhabit the north of Europe. 
To their praise be it spoken, no trace of cannibalism has 
been observed among the inhabitants of the Swiss lake 
dwellings. 

Switzerland is not the only country in which lake cities 
occur. Italy, Austria, Hungary, Pomerania, France, and 
Savoy possess huts built on piles after the manner of those 
of Switzerland, but they are generally smaller, and nearly 
all belong to the age of polished stone. Occasionally, how- 
ever, metal objects occur in them, probably of foreign 
origin, which were imbedded in the mud of the lake at 
a date subsequent to the construction of the huts. Paolo 
Lioy has described those of Lake Fimon (Italy), and he 
maintains that they belong to the reindeer age.^ Those 
of Savoy are far less ancient, since some of them, that of 
Grresine for instance on the lake of Bourget, are, accord- 
ing to M. Eabut, not more than 3,000 years old. Those 
of Lake Paladru in Is5re are yet more recent; for M. 
Chantry, wFo explored them with so much care, found in 
them a quantity of iron objects and even a Carlovingiau 
coin. However, history makes no mention of this lake 
city. The local tradition that the ruins of an ancient city 
which had been destroyed by divine vengeance existed at 
the bottom of the lake, led to the discovery of the ruins 
of a lake village occupying in point of fact the spot 
indicated. 

A recent author^ has even asserted that Toulouse was 
once a lake city ; but M. de Mortillet has refuted this 
opinion in a manner which appears to us conclusive. It 
is worthy of remark, however, that according to Strabo, 
Cicero, and Justinian, a sacred lake existed formerly in the 
neighbourhood of Toulouse where the neighbouring tribes 
offered gold and silver to their gods, 

^ See Paolo Lioy, aUtazioni laoustre della eta della pietra nel 
Vioentino. Viconza, 18<j5. 

^ See Beviic archcolvfjUiue d>a Midi de ta France, 1866-1867, pp. 170 
and 196. 
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III. THE IHHABITAHTS OF THE LAKE LWELLINTQ-S. 

THE SWISS EPOCH OP THE LAKE DWELLIKG-S 

MAHHERS AHD CUSTOMS OF THEIR UTHABITAETTS. 

At the epoch of the lake cities, immense forests, already 
peopled by onr modern fauna, covered the slopes of the 
Swiss mountains, and descended sometimes to the very 
shores of the lakes. Here the unis, the aurochs, the red 
deer, the roebuck, the wild goat, the wild boar, the wolf, 
the fox, roamed at liberty. The otter disported himselr 
in the clear waters the beaver constructed its dams, the 
brown bear crouched in his cave, while the Idmmer-geyer 
(lamb-slayer vulture), watching his prey, hovered in the air. 
The dog, already the companion and help-mate of man, 
hunted with him the denizens of the forests whose flesh 
served as food for both of them. Besides the dog, the 
dwellers on the lake had brought under their sway the 
greater number of the animals which are now domesti- 
cated : the ox, the goat, the sheep, the pig, and perhaps 
even the horse — an immense step in advance, which even 
rendered agricultural labour possible. In effect they cul- 
tivated most of our cereals. The spoils of hunting, and 
of fishing with net and line, milk, and fruits of all kinds, 
also served for nourishment. 

To judge from certain of their works of art and orna- 
ments (coral necklaces, amber beads, jade, &c.), it would 
appear that they carried on a commerce by barter with 
the peoples of the Mediterranean, of the Baltic, of the 
Scilly Isles, perhaps even of the East. But these asser- 
tions are possibly rash, and are still the subject of serious 
doubts. They were clothed in skins, sewn or unsewn, 
and in hempen or linen stuffs skilfully woven. Woollen 
stuffs were unknown to them ; at least no trace of them 
has hitherto been found. The arts of making baskets,^ 
ropes, and lace, had already reached a comparatively 
advanced stage of development. Their pottery, not made 
upon the wheel, is not wanting in a certain elegance. 
But the arts of design were in an extremely backward 

> Baskets closely resembling those taken from Egyptian tombs have 
been found in Switzerland. 
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condition, compared to their development in the reindeer 
*age among the inhabitants of the caves of Perigord and 
Languedoc. Their architecture was of the simplest de- 
scription; but their carpenters had invented ingenious 
methods of joining, mortising, dovetailing, &c., of remark- 
able size and solidity, which are in no respect inferior to 
several of those adopted in our own day. Finally, with 
the aid of fire and of flint tools, the lake dwellers of the 
age of stone constructed boats of astonishing size and 
solidity. 

In our present social conditions it is difficult for us to 
understand the motives which led the early inhabitants of 
Switzerland to expend so much labour in constructing 
dwellings above the surface of the water. But if we con- 
sider that at that remote epoch Switzerland was almost 
covered by impenetrable virgin forests, inhabited by 
innumerable wild beasts, we shall understand these super- 
human eflbrts to defend themselves from tlieir attacks, 
and to avail themselves of the protection of water against 
the attacks of an enemy of superior strength. With 
regard to the moral life of the lake dwellers of Switzer- 
land we are reduced as in so many other cases to mere 
conjecture. Those of the neolithic age probably worshipped 
nature, but they did not stain their religious rites by bloody 
sacrifices. It is said that the erratic blocks, scattered in 
such profusion in all mountainous districts where glaciers 
occur, served them for altars.^ 

Until quite lately it was not known where and in what 
manner the lake dwellers buried their dead, or even if 
they did so at all. A recent and quite unforeseen discovery 
has thrown light upon this doubtful question ; I allude to 
the discovery made at Auvernier, not fiir from the shores 
of Lake Neufchatel, of a burial cave containing at least 
a dozen corpses of every age and sex, which had been 
interred in stone coffins. This stone coffin, like those 

’ Some antiquancs consider tliat tliis use was made of, 1st, tlie 
(Mtrt still to be seen in tbe lake near Lausanne; 2nd, the 

Nodding StoncBy situated near Geneva; and Srd, the Wedding Stono 
(lake of Neufchatel), where, a few ycjirs ago, betrothed couples still 
swore eternal love and fidelity to each other. 
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found in England, was barely six feet long by three and 
half wide, and five deep. It was formed of great slabs* 
of granite placed upright and covered by other stones, like 
the dolmens, with this difference, however, that the tombs 
of Auvernier were hollowed in the ground and enclosed by 
granite slabs. Moreover, on the southern side there was 
a sort of narrow passage, with no stone roof, communi- 
cating with the principal division or tomb. Another 
accessory chamber, constructed on the northern side, en- 
closed two skulls and a few bones. Although some bronze 
objects (evidently of more recent importation) were found 
in this new kind of dolmen, M. Desor attributes the tomb 
of Auvernier to the end of the neolithic age. 

It therefore appears that the lake dwellers committed 
their dead to the earth and surrounded them with stone 
slabs in the form of a coffin, thus suggesting a comparison 
with the gigantic monuments which we shall describe 
under the name of dolmens. The objects interred with 
the dead, although few in number, also bear a close re- 
semblance to those of the dolmens (serpentine axes per- 
forated for suspension, teeth of bears and wild boars, and 
bone discs also pierced, &c.). 

The anatomical characteristics of the lake dwellers of 
Switzerland are scarcely better known than their moral 
and religious ideas. However, M. His, upon insufficient 
data as we think, has undertaken to class them according 
to the form" of the skull. He distinguishes four principal 
types^— 

1. That of Sion, where the dolichocephalous^ character 
is strongly marked. 

3. S 5 dolichoceptalous. 

4. That of Dissentis. the only brachycephalous type. 

But we place little faith in these sharply defined racial 

characters. 

* The dolichocephalous skulls (or long-heads) are those of wliich the 
form is comparat ively long and narrow; the brachycephalous (or short- 
heads) are distinguished by their relatively greater transverse diameter, 
as compared to the longitudinal section ; the mesocephalous (or mean- 
heads) hold the middle place between the two above-mentioned forms. 
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To judge from the bones, unfortunately few in number, 
found in the Swiss lakes, their inhabitants were of small 
size and possessed of no grace of limb. But we cannot 
decide with certainty the ethnic origin of these strange 
tribes, which is enveloped in obscurity, so that we can 
only wander with uncertain steps in the region of con- 
jecture. Nevertheless, these unknown people, be they 
whom they may, have left to us beneath the clear waters 
of their lakes, records whose meaning is as clear as that 
of the pyramids, the statues, and the sphinx of Egypt. 
jVIodern science has already cleared up unexpectedly some 
points of the history of this people ; but there is no written 
record of its origin or its end, and the bones which remain 
are too few in number to allow us to decide with certainty 
to what race it belonged. 


Fauna op thh Swiss Lake 

Ursns arctns 
Meles vulgaris 
Mastela foina 
„ mavtes 
„ piitorius 
„ erminea 
Lntra vulgaris 
Canis lupus 
„ fmnliaris 
„ V'ulpes 
J^elis catus 
E'l'vnaoeus europceus 
Castor filer 
Selwriis ewopcBXis 
Mus sylvatieus 
Lepm timidus 


Dwelltng-s. (After Riitimcyer.) 

8us scrofa ferns 
„ palustris 
„ doutestiexis 
Equns caMUus 
Cerrus alees 
„ elaplim 
„ eapreolus 
Ovis arics 
Antilope rupieapra 
Bos primigenius 
„ lison 

Taur us primigenius 
„ Irachyeeros 
„ frontosus 
Capra ilex 
„ liirous 


To this list we must add about twenty birds and ten 
species of reptiles or of fish which are still extant. Out 
of the thirty-two species of mammalia mentioned above, 
six were domesticated, namely, the dog, the horse, the pig, 
the goat, the sheep, and the ox, of which last there were 
several varieties. The hare is extremely rare, and the 
mouse, the rat, the cat, the ass, and the fowl are entirely 
absent. It will be seen that this fauna also differs from 
the present faima of Switzerland by the possession of the 
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uruSy of the aurochs or European bison, the elk, the 
stag, and the wild boar. 

IV. THE PLOEA OP THE SWISS LAKE DWELLINGS. 
Like the fauna of the same epoch, this flora ofi*ers the 
closest analogy with that of our day. However, a plant 
then very common in Switzerland (Tra^pa Tiatans) seems 
to have completely disappeared, though Lubbock affirms 
that it is still occasionally to be met with. Some few have 
only changed their altitude ; such are the Pinus mughon 
and the Nuphar pumilum^ or dwarf water hly. For the 
rest, this flora, in its two principal elements, the plain and 
the mountain, has its root in the lignites of Diirnten and 
Utznach, where larches, pines, and maples of similar 
species to the modern ones occur. 

We subjoin a list drawn up by Professor Heer, and 
borrowed from the work ^Habitations Lacustres,’ of M. 
Troy on, of the seeds and fruits of the stone age fomid in 
the Swiss lakes. 

I. Ceebals. 

Wheat .... Kobenhansen. Wangen * 

Gerraan wheat . . „ dioaoecum^ Schw. „ 

„ „ . . „ monocooGumi L. „ 

Six-ranked Barley . . Sordeum JiexasticJwn, L. „ „ 

Double-ranked Barley . „ distiolmm, L. „ 

n. Pbuits. 

Apple tree (two varieties, 

wild and cultivated) . Pyncs malus, L. . Eobenhausen. Wangen 
Pear tree . . . P^Jr^ls communis, L. . „ „ 

Cherry tree . . . Primus avium, L. . „ 

Plum tree . . . „ insiticia, L. . „ 

III. Textile Plants. 

Plax . , . L. Eobenhausen. Wangen 

1 At Wangen several bushels of wheat were found heaped up in one 
place. This was evidently the provision of some family or tribe. The 
preservation of seeds, fruits, and even bread, found at Eobenhausen 
and Wangen, is a. most unexpected phenomenon, but it can be explained 
by the more or less complete carbonisation which they have undergone, 
and by the preserving virtue of the peat in which they are found. 
What are the antiquities of Herculaneum and Pompeii compared to 
those of Wangen and Eobenhausen 1 
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ly. Edible Wild Fruits. 


Hazel mit * 
Beech nut 
Blackberry- 
Raspberry 

Strawberry 

Sloe 


. Corylus a/cellana, L. . Robenhaosen 
. IPagus sylvatioa, L. . „ 

. Ruhm idcBUS, L. . „ Wangen 

„ fruotiGosus^ L. „ 

. Fragaria visca, L. . „ 

. Runm sjgvnoia, L. . „ 


V. Other Seeds and Fruits which may have been used 
FOR Food- 


Bird cherry . 
Water chestnut 
Yew 

Common Cornel 
wood) 

Water lily 
Yellow water lily 
Dwarf water lily 
Lake scirpus . 
Scotch jfir 
Marsh fir 


(Dog- 


. Prunus jpadtis, L. 
. Trajpa natam, L. 
Taxtis taecata^ L. 


Robenhausen. Wangen 


Cornus sanguinea^ L. 

. Nymplicea alba, L. 

. Nui)Ua/r hitevm, L. . 
. Nupliar piimilum, L. 

. Soirpus lacustriSi L. . 
. Pinm sylvesdriSi L. . 
. Pimis 'uMginoia^ L. . 


We must add to this list the Sambueus nigra or com- 
mon elder, of which the fruit is edible, and is used to 
make a preserve; the Triticwm turgidum (Egyptian 
wheat), Triticnm s'pdlta^ Socalc c&r6al6^ ^VBna sativa^ 
Panicum miliacevm, Setariaitalica, Silene cretica,Faba 
vulgaris, Pisum sativum, Ervum lens, Linum amgusti- 
folium. Hemp appears to have been unknown to the 
lake dwellers of Switzerland. 


V. ANCIENT AND MODEjEIN CONSTBITCTIONS SIMILAR 
TO THE LAKE DWELLING-S. 

AU the authors who have studied the huts built on 
piles have mentioned those of Lake Prasias, in Thrace, as 
presenting a remarkable analogy with the lake cities of 
Switzerland. Professor Virchow of Berlin, one of the 
last to treat of them, gives from Herodotus (fifth century 
before Christ) the following description of the aquatic 
dwellings of the ancient Paeonians : — 


‘ The people of the Paonians dwelt in Thrace. Several 
of these tribes had settled on dry land. But one of them 
inhabited a city built on piles, in the middle of the lake 

J f °“® throvgh. them, as if they had been 

used for necklace- beads ox cbildreu’s toys. 
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of Prasias, whose only communication with the shore was 
a narrow bridge. The town, of which the piles had been 
set np in the first instance by the common labour of the 
citizens, continually increased in size ; for each citizen 
who took a wife was bound to bring three posts from the 
neighbouring forest of Orbelos, and to fix them in the 
lake; the number of wives was not limited. On these 
piles a common flooring of beams was placed, and each 
man built thereon his hut, communicating with the water 
by a trapdoor. They fastened the little children by a cord 
that they might not fall into the water. Horses and cattle 
were fed upon fish, which were so abundant in the lake 
that it was only necessary to open the trapdoor and let 
down a net, which was soon filled,’ 

Hippocrates, in his treatise on Air, Water, and Places, 
tells us that the people settled on the banks of the Phasis 
(the river rendered famous by the Grolden Fleece and the 
Expedition of the Argonauts) built houses of wood and 
reeds on piles in the middle of the marshes ; their health, 
he adds, is much impaired by this way of life. 

Even to this day, and in the same place, the inhabit- 
ants build their dwellings as in the time of Hippocrates. 
Virchow further informs us, on the authority of the traveller 
Maurice Wagner, that the town of Eedout-Kaleh, on the 
Chopi, is composed of two long rows of wooden huts. 
These huts, which are hardly larger and more spacious 
than the booths at Frankfort fair, rest on piles raised a 
foot above the marshy soil. The same is true of Novo- 
Tscherkask, the capital of the Cossacks of the Don.’ 
(Virchow, ^ Eevue des cours scientifiques,’ 1866, vol. iv. 

p. 10.) 

In modern times we know of a number of places where 
habitations are constructed more or less resembling the 
lake cities of ancient Helvetia. Without speaking of the 
Papuans of Hew Gruinea, who at the present day build 
their houses precisely after the fashion of the Pseonians, 
the persistence of this same mode of construction among 
the inhabitants of the banks of the Phasis, and even among 
tile Cossacks of the Don, is worthy of remark. Very 
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similar habitations occur also in various parts of Oceania, 
in Borneo, in the Islands of Ceram and Mindanao, &e. 
Dumont d’Urville saw at Tondano, in the Island of Celebes, 
a town now almost entirely destroyed, private dwellings 
supported on piles artistically carved, and representing 
men and animals. He tells us that Tondano is a compound 
word, signifying man of the ivater, and that the houses of 



Fig. 36. Modekn lake dwellings; of the inhabitants of New 
Guinea. (After Dumont d’Urville.) 

this town bore a striking resemblance to the reed huts 
and marsh dwellings of la Vendee, his native country. 

In the port of Dorei in New G-uinea certain houses, or 
sanctuaries consecrated to the gods, are raised on piles 
representing naked human figures. In many tribes the 
ordinary houses are also built in like manner (fig. 36). 

The interior of Africa is still too little known to enable 
us to mention many lake dwellings in that country. The 
practice of building above the surface of the water seems 
however to have taken root there, at least along the banks 
of the Niger, the Zambesi, and the Tsadda. 


124 


THE ANTiaUITY OF THE HUMAN EaCE. 


In Cochin China, the present inhabitants of Camboja 
(placed under the protectorate of France in 1864), 4ive,’ 
Dr. Noulet tells us, 4n bamboo huts supported on piles, 
not only along the banks of the rivers, but also on land, 
and even in the vast forests which cover the interior of 
the country, and in places where there can be no risk of 
floods.’ ^ 

With regard to America, we know that in order more 
surely to avoid hostile attacks, the Aztecs raised their 
houses of cane and reed on piles, planted among a group 
of low and marshy islands, which they afterwards con- 
nected by dikes protected by palisades. Such was the 
origin of Mexico, which resembles at once, as we see, the 



Fig. i > 7 . Tiiansverse section of an Irish ru annogr. (After Lubbock.) 


crannoges of Ireland (fig. 37) and the lake dwellings of 
Switzerland. 

Lastly, on their arrival in the New World, the Spaniards 
saw on the lagoon of Maracaibo a kind of village entirely 
built on piles, ^ a little wooden Venice,’ says Elisee Keclus, 
to which one of the republics of Columbia owes at the 
present day its name Venezuela. In the same way the 
floating islands ^ of the ancient Assyrians and Chinese 
had, or have still, their parallels in Mexico, in those floating 
gardens which the first historians of the conquest describe 
with enthusiasm, and which were a species of raft covered 

* Dr. Noulet, L'affe de la pierre polie et du bronze a 2 c Cambodge, 
d'aprh les deco^wertes de M. J, Moura, lieutenant de vaisseau, repre- 
sentant d-u proteeforat franqais au Cambodge^ in the archives of the 
Natural History Museum of Toulouse, 1879, p. 6, first report. 

® On the Assyrian bas-reliefs are to be seen artificial islands formed 
of sfreat reeds, interlaced with one another, and which served as 
dw'ellings to the wealthy men of the time of Nineveh and Babylon. 
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Fig. 38. A Sardinian nuraghi of the earliest 

EPOCH. 


the earliest being constructed simply of natural masses, 
which had been detached from the neighbouring rocks 
and lay scattered upon the ground, while those of a later 

date are built of 
hewn stone, al- 
though the ma- 
sonry still re- 
mains rude. The 
former belong to 
the stone age, 
the latter to that 
of bronze. 

They are all 
in the form of a 
truncated cone. 
Some have only 
one room ; others two, and sometimes even three, one 
above the other. In the interior of these there is a 
winding stair made of enormous blocks placed at an acute 

angle in the thickness of 
the wall, leading to the 
upper chamber. Others 
again have an outer wall 
enclosing a triangular or 
polygonal space, with an 
apartment of the same 
form as the Nuraghi at 
each angle. These rooms 
communicate with each 
other by vaulted passages 
of which the roof is 
almost always pointed. 
Each layer of stone is 
laid without mortar (figs. 
.38 and 39). The interior consists sometimes of a great 
room with a conical roof, and capable of containing forty 
or fifty people.^ The vaulted roof is built of uniform 



Fig. 39. Vertical section of the 

SAME, SI1<>WIN<; THE NICHES AND 
THE WINDING STAIR. 


^ The Kuraghi tetirola of the land of Botolana serves as a shelter in 
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stones, disposed like those of our modern buildings, pre- 
senting, that is to say, their larger end^ to the outer, and 
their smaller to the inner surface of the wall. 

The most ancient Nuraghi have but one room, without 
niches or hiding-places constructed in the thickness of the 
wall, and terminated in a pointed arch. Three such 
niches usually occur in the dwellings of a later age, one 
opposite the door, and one on either side. Another niche 
to the right of the door was intended as a lurking-place 
for the defender of the entrance in case of attack. 

The soil which has been formed round the earliest 
Nuraghi since their construction is no less than two or 
three yards in thickness. In the lowest layer we find 
remains of rude hand-made pottery, coal and bones 
crumbled to dust, but never bones of species extinct in 
the island, except stag’s antlers and boar’s tusks, inter- 
mixed with accumulations of the remains of birds. Pieces 
of flint and of obsidian occur also, axes of black basalt and 
porphyry of the archseolithic type, fragments of pottery, &c., 
some of which appear to belong to the earliest stone age.^ 

In the succeeding layers, we come to pohshed axes, 
arrow heads, knives, stones for slinging, fossilised teeth c-f 
the dogfish, pottery which has been partially baked by 

winter to about 500 pigs, driven down from the mountains by the 
swineherds. 

^ Many French archseologists maintain that pottery dates only from 
the age of polished stone. We know, however, that M. de Serres found 
at Bize in Aude, and M. de Christol at Souvignargues in Garde, fragments 
of pottery which it is scarcely possible not to consider contemporary 
with the reindeer, perhaps even with the bear, in company with whose 
remains they were found. I myself extracted some from a bear cave at 
Nabrigas (Loz^re), M. Ferry at Vergisson, near M^con, and M. Dupont 
in several bone caves of Belgium has observed specimens of still earlier 
date. Lastly, the Abbate Giovanni Spano assures us that he found in 
the different layers of soil which surround the Nuraghi .of Sardinia, 
earthen vases (entire or in pieces) belonging to all the ages, * stoviglie 
eJie in se portano il ca/rattere di un^ eta la piii H^nota,’ says the learned 
abbate. He calls’ attention also to the fact that the rudest specimens 
occur in the lowest layer. Those which are found in the second or 
middle layer are less rude, and so on until we arrive at the uppermost 
strata, where they are smooth and polished. Some few even appear to 
belong to the Roman epoch. On the other hand, in the giant tombs in 
the neighbourhood of the Huxaghi, we only find ill-formed pottery of 
the rudest description. 
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fire, with teeth of the wild boar and other animals, and 
shells of several species of molluscs, which appear to be the 
kitchen refuse of these primitive tribes. Lastly, smooth 
black fragments of pottery have been extracted from the 
upper layers, as well as pieces of bronze, which indicate 
the age of transition between stone and this metal. The 
Abbate Spano has not been able to find any iron objects : 
he accounts for the absence of iron by the destructive 
effect of damp ground and the influence of the atmo- 
sphere upon this metal. * 

The same savant attributes the construction of the 



Fig. 40. Burgh of Moussa, Shetland Isles. (After Lubbock.) , 


Nuraghi to the first immigrants who came from the East 
into Europe. Orientals or aborigines, archeeolithic or neo- 
lithic, these peoples have in any case left us monuments 
of real and great value to the history of humanity, and 
although we do not adopt all the Abbate’s theories without 
reserve, we recognise with gratitude the zeal which their 
discoverer has displayed in dispelling, to some extent, the 
obscurity which still envelopes them. 

Similar monuments have been found in the Balearic 
isles, where they are known by the name of Talayoti ; in 
the Island of Pantelleria, where they are called Sesi ; 
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and even in France, in the department of Herault, ac- 
cording to M. Cazalis of Fondouce. 

But they are especially numerous in Scotland and the 
neighbouring islands. They are there known as burghs 
or brocks^ and we give an illustration of one of the most 
celebrated, the burgh of Moussa, one of the Shetland Isles 
(figo 40). It will be seen that these monuments resemble 
in every respect the Nuraghi of Sardinia, and the existence 
of an identical type in so distant a country renders the 
tiuth of the hypothesis of the Abbate Spano with regard 



Fig. 41 . Fort of Staigue (Kerry.) 


to the origin of the builders of the Nuraghi extremely 
doubtful. 

In the British Isles, moreover, the construction of 
similar buildings of uncemented stones continued until 
very late, and some of them, like Fort Staigue, for in- 
stance (fig, 41), are certainly subsequent not only to the 
age of stone, but even to that of bronze. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

BURIAL RLACLS. 

I. VARIOUS MODES OE SEPTTLTtTRE, 

As the anatomist demands from death the secrets of 
life, so the archseologist seeks in the tombs a revelation 
of the secrets of the past. If many tombs are forgotten 
or silent, others are faithful narrators of the history of 
bygone times, and, as it were, bring again to life those 
whose bones they contain, and make us acquainted with 
the customs and the ideas of the tribes or the nations to 
which they belonged. Moreover, all ruins appeal to the 
imagination; and what ruins can be more eloquent or 
more suggestive than a skull or any other human remains ? 

Some ideas and certain feelings appeal to the sym- 
pathies of all humanity, and this is especially the case with 
those respecting the worship of, and respect for, the dead. 
But the manifestation of these feelings, and the thoughts 
which result from them, vary considerably according to 
time and place. Thus the modern Hindus commit to, the 
waters of the Granges the bodies of their aged parents, 
whom they have purposely allowed to die of starvation on 
the banks of the sacred river. The inhabitants of* the 
Viti Islands, and the Esquimaux, bury their nearest rela- 
tions ahve when they have attained a certain age, in 
order to spare them the inconveniences and sufferings of 
old age. According to Dumont d’Urville, the natives of 
New South Wales burn the bodies of those who die 
young and bury those of the old. Sir Massinger Bradley 
tells us that certain tribes of South Australia do not bury 
their dead, but light a great fire in the hut, and suspend 
the corpse above the hearth : when it is dried they wrap 
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it in a coarse cloth and lay it in a tree in the midst 
of the leaves. A yet stranger custom is that which the 
traveller Macdonald says that he observed among the 
natives of the Upper Mary Eiver, in Queensland. They 
fay the dead, feed upon the flesh, and distribute the 
bones among the various members of the family. They 
prepare the skin with care, and bear it about with them 
as a precious relic (^Eevue scientifique,’ ISTovember, 1873, 
p. 476). 

The ceremonies practised by the Egyptians in the em- 
balming of bodies are well known, as well as the processes 
employed by the Peruvians of the time of the Incas in 
order to preserve the bodies of their deceased relations. 

Burial places belonging to the archaeolithic age are 
comparatively rare ; ^ and many which were first believed 
to belong to the earlier epoch have proved, upon a nearer 
examination, to date only from the age of polished stone. 
Very little is known of the funereal rites practised in the 
early part of the quaternary epoch ; but in the reindeer 
age (jSolutrS; cave of Duruthy^ cfec.) the bodies were 
stretched horizontally upon the hearths, surrounded with 
ashes and embers,* sometimes the bones are more or less 
carbonised. 

We are far better informed as to the treatment of the 
dead in the subsequent ages. Thus, in the neolithic 
epoch interment was the most widely dilffused custom, 
bu,t cremation was already practised towards the end of 
the epoch of the dolmens. This custom prevailed, but not 
universally, during the age of bronze. The last asylum 
which the tribes of the age of polished stone reserved for 
the dead was sometimes the natural or artificial caves 
which often had served them as dwelling-places ; some- 
times monuments of huge stones of various construction, 
but usually formed of slabs of unhewn stone and of colossal 
size (uncovered dolmens^ dolmens covered hy a tumulus, 

' Gaetano Chierici asserts, however, that he discovered in Italy (at 
San Polo) some tombs which date in his opinion from the first stone 
age; he considers this burial ground to be hitherto unique in that 
x>iintry 
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cromlechs^ covered alleys^ giants^ tombs ^ American chuU 
'pas). M. Broca was therefore in error when he laid it 
down as a principle that at the epoch of splintered stone 
men buried their dead in caves, and that in the polished 
stone age the dead were interred in dolmens ; since in 
Aveyron, for instance, we find, at a short distance apart, 
monuments of huge stones and burial caves in which the 
objects buried with the dead are precisely the same 
the cave of Saint-Jean d’Alcas and the dolmen of Pilaude). 

Cremation continued until the age of iron, when inter- 
ment was once more practised. Such appears to have been 
the almost universal rule; but this rule was subject to 
numerous variations, according to the religious ideas of 
the different peoples and their reciprocal relations and 
alliances.^ I desire no further proof of this than the ashes 
and calcined human bones discovered by the Earl of An- 
trim in certain neolithic tombs of Great Britain. A still 
more conclusive proof is that furnished by certain dolmens 
of Aveyron (those of la Marconni^re), where M. Pruni^res 
found at the same time bones which had never been ex- 
posed to the action of fire, and others burnt black and 
shining like jet. Some fine lance heads of polished flint 
lay over these bones, but there was no trace of metal.^ 

During the iron age the two rites (interment and cre- 
mation) were sometimes practised simultaneously. In the 
case of the cremation of bodies the ashes and the bones 
which are not entirely consumed are placed in funereal 
urns, which form part of the furniture of the tomb. 

The position in which the dead are placed varies with 
the mode of burial. Usually, in the age of polished stone 
the body is placed in a horizontal position on the ground 
or on the hearth, sometimes covered by a thick layer 
of ashes. It is very rarely enclosed in a cojffin of un- 

^ At an epoch nearer to our own time the Eomans burnt the bodies of 
their dead, the Etruscans buried theirs. The Gauls of the time of Cseaai- 
committed the corpses to the funeral pile, but several districts of G^aul 
had remained faithful to the ancient practice of interment. 

® Dr. Puni^res, Fomlles des dolniem de la Marcomii&re^ MatSriaux, 
1877, p, 623. M. Waldemar Schmidt was mistaken in saying that dead 
bodies were never burnt in France at the epoch of polished stone. 
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tewn stones ; this sort of chest or cofBn is, on the other 
hand, extremely common during the age of bronze, and 
especially during that of iron. In the dolmens the body 
is generally in a sitting or crouching posture, the knees 
drawn up under the chin and the arms crossed on the 
breast. At least this is the attitude which seems to be in- 
dicated by the position of the bones, arranged in a circle 
round the skull, which usually occupies the centre of the 
heap formed by the whole. ^ This was also the position 
in which the ancient Peruvians and the Gruanches of 
the Canary Isles placed their mummies, so that the corpse 
when returned to the earth, our common mother, might 
take the posture natural to the child in its mother’s womb. 
The Assyrians, and the troglodytes of Ethiopia, also placed 
their dead in this attitude, as do also some modern tribes, 
the Baskirs, for example. Finally, as if primitive man 
had a faint presentiment of a future life, he placed beside 
the dead man his arms, tools, and ornaments — all the 
objects which he had valued during his life. They 
even left near him a supply of food destined to meet 
his wants in his new abode. The fire, of which the 
traces may be observed in certain sepulchres, was pro- 
bably kindled to expel foul air, or with a view to some 
mystical purification. It may sometimes perhaps indicate 
a cannibal feast, as at Chauvaux, for instance. 

We must not close this chapter without calling atten- 
tion to the fact that among all peoples and in all epochs, 
the monuments destined to be the abode of tie dead offer 
a close resemblance to the dwellings of the living, a re- 
semblance which arises from the instinct of imitation, 
from the natural inclination of man towards symbolism, 
and from the widely spread belief that death is but a con- 
tinuation of the same kind of life in another world : 

Mors janua vitse. 


^ Wilson mentions some British tombs of the stone age in which 
two cronching skeletons were found, together with necklaces of Nerita 
liUm'alis, with traces of other bones. This author thinks that these 
skeletons belonged to two tribal chiefs whose widows and servants had 
been sacrihced on their tombs. (Wilson, PreU&toHo Man, p, 129, ISaS.") 
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II. BTTBIAIi IN CAVES. 

After having served as a home for the living, the 
caves of the stone age often served as an asylum for the 
dead. Among the most famous we may cite those of 
Aurignac and Herm (Haute Graronne), of Cro-Magnon 
(Dordogne), of Duruthy (Basses Pyrenees), of Solutre 
(Saone-et-Loire), and among the caves of a more recent 
epoch, those of Saint-Jean d’Alcas (Aveyron), of Durfort 
(Hard), of THomme Mort (Lozere), and lastly the arti- 
ficial caves hollowed out of the chalk on the banks of the 
Marne. We will examine a few of these burial caves, be- 
ginning with that of Aurignac. 

Aurignac , — The discovery of the burial place of Au- 
rignac, rendered famous by the remarkable treatise on the 
subject by M. Ed. Lartet, is due to a labourer named 
Bonnemaison, who, on introducing his arm into a rabbit- 
hole on the slope of the mountain of Fajoles, near Saint- 
Graudens, withdrew a human bone of large size. Sus- 
pecting the existence of a burial ground on that spot, he 
began to clear the surrounding soil, and in a few hours 
perceived a large slab of sandstone, placed vertically 
against an arched opening which gave access to a spacious 
cavity. There lay a certain number of human skulls and 
skeletons, partly covered by loose soil, which was probably 
introduced into this sepulchral cave at the time of the 
interment of the bodies whose remains it contained. 

The dis<^very of Bonnemaison attracted notice, and 
caused the old inhabitants of the country to recount 
tales about a gang of coiners of false money, who, they 
said, had formerly committed a number of murders 
and carried the bodies of their victims into the cave of 
Aurignac. 

The truth really is that this cavity contained about 
seventeen human skeletons, which M. Amiel, mayor of 
the place, unfortunately caused to be re-buried in the 
cemetery of the commune before a strict and scientific 
examination made it possible to determine the precise 
date of the original interment. 
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Some time afterwards M. Ed. Lartet visited the cave, 
and found a few human bones still imbedded in the loam 
in which the others had been discovered. Beside them 
lay carved reindeer bones, bones of extinct species of 
mammalia, and splintered flints. 

^ The age of this burial ground,’ observed M, Lartet, 

^ cannot be determined either by tradition, oi by history, 
or by numismatic dates, since no such records have been 
found which can be used for this purpose. The absence 
of any kind of metal, the habitual use of tools and weapons 
of flint and bone, are sufficient indications to enable us 
to attribute this settlement of Aurignac to the prehistoric 
period known to modern antiquaries as the age of stone. 
Palaeontology assigns the human race of Aurignac to the 
most remote period of antiquity in which we have hitherto 
discovered proofs of the existence of man or remains of his 
industry. For this race was not only contemporary with 
the aurochs, the reindeer, the great stag, the rhinoceros, 
the hyena, &c., but also with the cave bear, which 
seems, as we shall presently see, to have been the last 
to disappear of all that group of great mammalia 
always cited as . characteristic of the latest geological 
period.’ ' 

The intentionally broken bones of the reindeer, and of 
most of the extinct mammalia, show that man had long 
dwelt in this cave, had eaten his meals, and had perhaps 
celebrated funeral feasts therein. 

i’jScrm. — In 1862 MM. Eames, Garrigou, and Filhol 
explored the cave of THerm, and found in it a quantity of 
bones of JJrsus s^eZceus,in company with rarer remains of 
hycena and Felis spelcea,. They also found some human 
bones, and did not hesitate to pronounce them contem- 
porary with the extinct species. Our learned colleague 
Dr. Noulet, who visited the same cave at a later period 
of the same year, found in the vestibule, which had not 
been examined by the three naturalists whom we have 
just mentioned, the remains of about thirty human 

' Ed. Lartet, /SW* la coexisteriGe de Vhcm/nie et des grands 7tiam.mifhre$ 
foisiles. Ann. Sciences Nat. vol. xv. 4th series, p. SSi. 
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skeletons of all ages, fragments of pottery, bones carved 
by bnman hands, and lastly, polished axes of jade in 
a state of excellent preservation, a few necklace beads, 
and a ring of bronze. But the conclusions of the learned 
doctor were very different from those which his prede- 
cessors had formulated. One of them is thus expressed : 

^ The vestibule of the cave of THerm was the asylum 
of the dead.’ This cave was, then, used as a burying 
place ; at what epoch we shall shortly see. 

Solutre. — Bruniquel, Laugerie Basse, la Madelaine, 
&c., were simply sheltered stations, that is, masses of rock 
overhanging more or less spacious retreats in which man 
might take refuge or even dwell. MM. de Ferry and Ar- 
celin first, and afterwards M. Lartet and TAbbe Ducrost, 
discovered at Solutre, near Maconnais, a station in the 
open air which has at the same time been used as a 
burial ground, and which is therefore doubly interesting 
to archaeologists. 

At the foot of a picturesque hill which overlooks the 
village is a hillock formed of earth and loose stones, and 
containing a number of carved flints, heaps of kitchen 
refuse, works of art (carved reindeer horn and stone), 
human graves belonging to at least two epochs, bones of 
the reindeer, mammoth, Arctomys frimigenins^ &c., and 
especially a great quantity of bones of the horse. It was 
on this hillock that the tribe had settled, whose history, 
still obscure on many points, has been undertaken by 
MM. Ferry and Arcelin. 

Solutre is remarkable for the enormous heaps of bones 
of the horse, more or less calcined, which form quite a 
wall of 130 feet long by 10 feet high round the principal 
enclosure and close to the hearths. It is calculated that 
the bones of more than ten thousand ^ individuals were 
employed in the construction of this wall. This remark- 
able accumulation was produced, in the opinion of 

' According to yet more recent calculations, the number of horses at 
Solutr6 has been reckoned at 40,000, and the wall entirely formed of 
their remains is five feet in height by eleven to fourteen yards long, and 
four and a half feet wide. 
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MM. Ferry and Arcelin, by funereal rites and bloody 
hecatombs. 

But we are inclined to doubt this theory, and rather 
consider these remains of horses as mere refuse heaps, 
true kitchen middens, similar to those of Denmark, of the 
Lapps, and of the Esquimaux. The wall of enclosure which 
we mentioned above probably enclosed a group of huts, 
of which the hearths are still to be found. These elliptical 
hearths were surrounded by a ring of unhewn stones, laid 
hat, and incomplete only towards the setting sun. The 
body of the dead was laid there, the head turned towards 
the west, and his weapons^ and the objects which he had 
most valued while in life were placed beside him. The 
body was placed on ashes, burnt or broken bones, pieces 
of flint, or tools of different kinds. Human skeletons 
bearing evident traces of the action of fire are not uncom- 
monly found, showing that the corpse was often laid upon 
the hearth while it was still warm, and the fire not quite 
extinguished. A certain number of graves have been 
found underneath the hearths themselves. Hence MM. 
Ferry and Arcelin are led to infer, and we hold the same 
opinion, that it was customary at Solutre to bury the dead 
in the hut where he had passed his life. The walls were 
then thrown down over the corpse, and another hut was 
often built upon the same spot, as the accumulation of 
kitchen refuse and of successive hearths above the human 
corpses seem to prove. The hearths of which we are speak- 
ing, situated at a considerable depth (averaging five feet 
and sometimes more), have to all appearance never been 
disturbed. The human bones which they contained are 
therefore contemporary with the bones of the reindeer and 
mammoth found with them. 

Besides the graves of which we have just spoken, there 
are others, usually considered as belongiug to the same 

^ Arrows are especially mimeroTis at Soliitr§ ; and M. Berry says they 
display an unequalled finish of workmanship. The bow appears to have 
been here in common use, and to judge jErom the form, the weight, and 
the finish given to these arrows, the hunters who dwelt there seem to 
have been skilled in archeiy. 
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epoch, which, instead of lying on the hearth exposed to 
the air . are placed upon heaps of horse bones ; or they 
occupy the sub-soil, situated at a depth of two or three 
yards below the surface. In this case carved flints, rein- 
deer bones and antlers, bones of the horse, and human 
remains are found scattered pellmell around them. 

Lastly, other graves, disposed without any order, ^e 
formed of slabs of unhewn stone placed upright, which 
form together a sort of parallelogram destined to receive 
the body : a separate slab protected the head. This kind 
of grave, much more recent than the two first, does not 
appear to be of an earlier date than the age of polished 
stone ; it is even possible that they belong to the Grallo- 
Koman epoch, and do not in that case come within the 
scope of this work. 

The works of art and of industry found at Solutre, 
although very similar to those of Languedoc and Peri- 
gord, belong nevertheless to a different type, inter- 
mediate between that of Moustier and la Madelaine, and 
distinguished, as we have said, by the arrow and lance 
heads in the form of a laurel leaf, carved on both sides 

(fig. 18). 

From the preceding facts we gather that Solutre was 
formerly inhabited, or at least frequently visited, by hunters 
of reindeer and horses. To judge from the human bones 
which are found there, the race who encamped in this 
place was below the middle stature, dolichocephalous, with 
high cheekbones, low retreating forehead, prognathous 
jaws, while their civiKsation and the condition of their in- 
dustry were about on a par with those of the troglodytes 
of Perigord.^ 

Burial Cave of Duruthy {Basses-Pyrinies ), — We are 
indebted to MM. Louis Lartet and Chapelain-Duparc fox 
the important discovery, made in 1874, and for the full 

* M. Broca maintains, on the other hand, that the race of Solntre 
was not prognathous, that the tibias were not platycnemic, and that the 
perforation of the hmnenis was extremely rare. It is difficult to decide 
^vffiich of these contradictory assertions is correct. Unfortunately, ethno- 
logists are far from being in perfect agreement with regard to prehistorio 
races, and even with regard to those now in existence. 



CAYE OE SAINT- JEAN-B’ALCAS. 


139 


description of a covered burial place, tollowed in tbe side 
of a sort of nummulitic promontorj, which overhangs the 
valleys of the Grave de Pau and of the Gave d’Oloron. 
This cave, formerly much deeper than it is at the present 
day, bears on its walls traces of prolonged calcination, 
the natural effect of the fires lighted at intervals by the 
troglodytes who inhabited it. 

There are bones of the reindeer, the aurochs, and the 
horse, teeth of the lion and the bear revealing designs cut 
with a flint knife, barbed arrow heads, bone fish-hooks 
similar to those of Perigord, and carved flints, some of 
which are very carefully wrought ; and together with these 
a quantity of human bones were found, whose ethnical 
character is, according to MM. Quatrefages and Hamy, 
almost identical with that of the oldest Cro-Magnon race, 
from which that of Duruthy appears to be descended. 
The distinguishing feature of this burial cave is that the 
race of which we are speaking, found in the first instance 
at the base of the hearths underlying the burial ground,^ 
in company with the bones of the bear, the lion, and the 
reindeer, recurs in a grave placed above the hearths of the 
age of the bear, along with weapons which seem to inau- 
gurate the age of polished stone, at which epoch these 
animals no longer existed in France.^ 

Saint-- Jean-d^Alcas and Baume-des-Morts. — The 
grotto of Saint- Jean-d’Alcas (Aveyron), and that of Durfort 
or Baume-des-Morts (Gard), both very small, and both con- 
taining almost the same funeral paraphernalia, are among 
the burial caves belonging to the latter part of the age of 
polished stone which has been the most thoroughly in- 
vestigated. M. Cazalis de Fondouce found in the first 
human bones and skulls of every age and of both sexe^ ; 
the second proved equally rich in human remains. These 
bones show no trace of calcination or of cannibalism. The 
author of the work on this subject attributes them, some- 

^ This race was represented by a single individual, whose crushed 
skull seems to show that he was killed by one of the landslips which 
occurred repeatedly in the chalk overhanging the burial cave. 

^ L. Lartet and Chatelain-Duparc. U7ie sepulture de$ andeTis trO’- 
glodytes des Pyrmihs^ Paris, 1874, p. 66. 
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what rashly as 1 think, to one of those races formerly so 
much talked of, and winch he calls Celto-Ligurian, because 
he considers them as a mixed race descended from the 
Ligurians, the earliest inhabitants of the district of Larzac, 
and from the Celtic invaders ; whereas the troglodytes of 
the Pyrenees of Ariege of the age of polished stone be- 
long, according to him and to M. Garrigou, to the Celto- 
Iberian race. 

Whatever we may think of these opinions, insufficiently 
proved even in the eyes of their supporters, it is at any 
rate a well-established fact, that towards the end of the 
neolithic age the inhabitants of the Pyrenees and of Gard 
buried their dead in caves and buried along with them a 
curious funereal paraphernalia of which the following is a 
list. Axes of polished serpentine, one in green jade, similar 
to those of the savages of New Caledonia; ffint lance 
and arrow heads, skilfully wrought ; stones for slinging ; 
sections of belemnites and discs pierced for necklaces, 
similar to those which are sometimes found in con- 
siderable numbers in the caves of the age of the reindeer 
and bear ; ^ long beads of stone or of jet in various shapes ; 
ear-rings of similar materials, or of living or fossil shells, 
or even of the perforated teeth of certain mammalia (wolf, 
fox, wild boar, &c,). We may also mention a few orna- 
ments carved in bone, such as pendants, possibly amulets ; 
a little spindle made of buck-horn pointed at both ends, 
which was probably used as an arrow head; pieces of 
blackish pottery, not fire-baked or made on the wheel. 
All these articles are intermixed with the bones of animals 
of still extant species (dog, fox, badger, common stag, &c.). 

Lastly, it is worthy of remark that at Durfort the 
human bones are for the most part buried at a considerable 
depth (twelve or thirteen feet) in the sediment of the 
cave; these are more scattered and less well preserved 
than those of the upper layers. The latter have besides 
retained to a certain extent their natural positions one 
to another; it seems likely that they were laid there 
while still clothed in flesh, and that the last comers took 

^ These perforated discs were made from fragments of the shell of 
the CandiuTTh. 
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the place of the earlier corpses, of which the bones were 
then scattered looselj in the underlying soil. 

Besides the furniture of the tombs, similar in nearly 
all points to that of Saint- Jean-d’Alcas, twenty-five to 
thirty beads and a fish-hook of red copper were found at 
Baume-des-Morts, with some buttons of a calcareous ala- 
baster, in the form of a cone of which the base, slightly 
convex, was pierced by two holes through which a thread 
might be passed to fasten it to the clothing. We shall 
shortly see that the funeral accessories of the burial caves 
of Languedoc are the same as those of the dolmens of 
southern France, which are contemporary with these same 
caves. 

Burial Caves of la Marne . — The burial caves of 1 1 
Marne have been hollowed out of the chalk by the hand 
of man with flint implements, traces of which may still 
be seen upon the walls. In those larger caves which 
served as dwelling-places before being used as burying 
grounds, several carvings in bas-relief and some rude 
pottery have been found. The bodies were either com- 
pletely exposed or covered with a layer of ashes not less 
than a yard and a half or two yards deep. The former 
were in a horizontal position, the latter crouching. A 
certain number of the bones were carbonised or calcined. 
These tombs belong to the latter part of the neolithic age. 

III. BEMABKS urpon THE BTJBIAL PLACES FOITHD 
IH THE OAVES. 

The full details we have given incontestably show that 
the caves of all prehistoric ages have been used as places 
of burial. But it would be a great mistake to suppose 
that the human bones found therein are in all cases con- 
temporary with the bones of animals associated with them. 
Yet errors of this kind have been committed, even by men 
who are justly considered as authorities upon this question. 
For instance, M. Ed. Lartet honestly believed that the 
man of Aurignac was coexistent with the cave bear and 
the mammoth found in that neighbourhood, and many 
others shared his opinion. 

With respect to the cave of THerm, ^ this,’ says Dr. 
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Noulet, ^ like so many other Pyrenean caves, was used as 
sepulchres long after the formidable carnivora of the 
quaternary epoch who had frequented them had been 
destroyed, and when the tribes who had consecrated the 
ground to this pious use had reached a relatively advanced 
stage of civilisation, since they were acquainted with the 
art of the potter, knew the use of bronze, and had domes- 
ticated those animals which still render us such valuable 
service.’ ^ 

Evidently, and for similar reasons, there is no longer 
any belief in what has been called the poetry of Aurignac, 
or in the funeral feast so readily admitted by certain 
archseologists who have made a study of prehistoric times. 
Moreover, when we have assigned a more recent date to 
these tombs, the same correction brings nearer to our own 
day the greater part of the human remains which they 
contain, and considerably modifies our views upon their 
palaeontology, craniology, and ethnology. The study of 
the graves erroneously supposed to be contemporary with 
the subjacent quaternary stratum must therefore, if it is 
still possible, be begun again. In any case the warning is 
now given, and a careful examination of the articles con- 
tained in the caves is all that is needed for the avoiding of 
similar mistakes for the future.^ 

The cave of Duruthy furnishes a further proof of the 
extreme care necessary to determine the age of any given 
tomb. Judging only from the human bones found be- 
neath the hearths, it appears to belong to the epoch of 
the cave bear ; ® whereas it should really be attributed to 

^ Dr. Noulet, Mude mr la caverne de VHerm. Mem. de V Acad, des 
JSc'imce.^, insoript. et lettren de Toulouse^ vol. vi. p. 515, 1874. 

2 The list of these mistakes, if we are to rely upon the statement of 
M. Cartailhac, is already considerable. It includes the human bones of 
Bize (Toumal), of Pondus and .Souvignargues (of Christol) ; of Cann- 
stadt even (Jiiger), and of Mosbach (Meyer), which are much more 
recent than was supposed. It is the same with those of the cave to 
which M. Ed. Dupont has given the name of Trou du Frontal (Bel^um), 
and whose contents he wrongly likened to those of the cave of Aurignac. 
Bruniquel, Cro-Magnon, and even Solutr^, are open to dispute. liiese 
are grave assertions, and should be considered seriously; but in my 
opinion, at least, the proofs are not sufficiently convincing. 

® At Duruthy a human skull was found, with a number of flint 
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the intermediate epoch which separates the reindeer age 
from .that of the dolmens, and in which the fine carving 
of the dints announces the near approach of the age of 
polished stone. 

We have already spoken of the funeral feast of which 
M. Ed. Dufort heheved he had discovered the traces in the 
Trou du Frontal : a mistake all the more natural that 
there are in the burial caves a number of hearths, as well 
as the broken and charred bones of animals in still greater 
abundance. Feasts and every meal were then held there, 
of which the flesh of wild animals now extinct was the 
chief article of diet. But these meals took place, these 
tires were lighted, at a far earlier date than that of the 
funerals, perhaps even by men of another race than those 
whose remains are found above the quaternary beds. 

Solutre, however, forms an exception to the general 
rule, and it appears difficult to reconcile the circumstances 
connected with this cave with the law enunciated by 
M. Cartailhac, who goes so far as to say that ^ every com- 
plete human skeleton found in the eaves may be assumed, 
a priori^ to be more recent than the fluvial bed in which 
it lies.’ For in fact it is proved that at Solutre many 
human skeletons, entire or nearly so, are placed hori- 
zontally upon the hearths. There is nothing to show 
that the overlying stratum has been disturbed since the 
time at which they were interred ; moreover this bed 
contains no object dating from the neolithic age, it con- 
tains on the contrary a number of bones of the reindeer, 
horse, and mammoth, and a number of articles of a very 
primitive industry. It is true that Solutre is not a cave, 
but merely an open-air station. 

For the rest, although we ought to be extremely cau- 
tious in determining the age of the remains contained in 
the burial crypts, it does not follow that human remains 

implements and a necklace made of teeth of the lion and the bear. 
But it lay in a bed which had evidently been disturbed, in a tomb 
overlying a fossiliferous stratum. We cannot, therefore, be certain 
that this skull was the contemporary of the animals of whose teeth the 
necklace was formed. 
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of the same date as the bones of extinct animals found 
along with them never occur in the burial caves, hollow 
rocks, and elsewhere. We have already cited a conside- 
rable number of examples ; but in these various cases, 
with a few exceptions (Mentone, Laugerie Basse), the 
human bones were generally isolated, few in number, and 
scattered here and there, like those of other mammalia 
of extinct species and their contemporaries. 

Lastly, the human skeleton found entire by MM. Mas- 
senat and Cartailhac under the heap of rocks close to the 
shelter of Laugerie Basse, and that discovered at Mentone 
by M. Eivi^re, and which is now in the Paris Museum, 
prove the synchronism of man and the reindeer towards 
the middle of the palaeolithic age.^ 

There is then nothing to show that man did not co- 
exist with the TJtsvjS spelcBus in the cave of THerm, if it 
be true, as MM. Eames, Grarrigou, and Filhol maintain, 
that the human bones found by them in this cave were 
collected not upon the surface of the soil, but some in a 
deep layer of undisturbed argillaceous sediment, the others 
below a thick crust of intact and crystalline stalagmite, 
and were in precisely the same condition as those of the 
extinct species with which they were found. 

The tomb discovered by M. Noulet (the vestibule of 
rHerm) is of far more recent date, and the cave of Herm, 
like so many others, contains remains belonging to two 
diiferent epochs. As for the caves of the neolithic age, 
there is seldom any difi&culty in assigning a date to 
the tombs which occur in them {e.g., Saint- Jean-d’Alcas, 
Durfort). 

IV. THE DOIiMEHS. 

The traveller in the plains of Brittany, in the centre of 
France, and in the valleys of the Pyrenees, encounters, 

' M. EM^re at first held that the huraan skeleton discovered by 
him m one of the caves at Mentone was contemporary with the cave 
whose bones were found in company with it. But the tools and 
r rnaments which surrounded the skeleton prove beyond dispute that it 
belongs to a more recent age, namely, that of the reindeer, although 
this animal never inhabited that region. The cave of Mentone is then 
one of the many instances in which the subsequent disturbance of the 
ground may lead to considerable mistakes. 
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almost at every step, strange monuments, generally con- 
structed of one or more unhewn stones of colossal size 
placed horizontally upon two, three, or four upright 
blocks,^ and sometimes on heaps of unmortared stones, 
the whole covered with earth, or left exposed. These are 
the dolmens,^ called also covered alleys, druidic altars, or 
sometimes giant tombs. According to the Baron de Bon- 
stetten, the word dolmen is formed from the two Breton 
words daul or dol^ table, and men, stone, and signifies 
consequently stone-table (see fig. 42). 



1 iG. 42. Specimen of uncovered dolme^n. 

Isolated upright stones may also be observed ; these 
are known as menhirs (fig- 43). The menhirs are enor- 
mous blocks of stone, triangular, pyramidal, or conical, a 
kind of unhewn or roughly squared obelisk, sometimes 
occurrmg singly, sometimes in groups or rows. In the 
latter case they are often in considerable numbers. The 
famous stones of Carnac (Morbihan), extending nearly a 

^ Six and even seven occur in the dolmens of Poitou. 

dolmen, cromlech and menhir are purely conventional 
^ by archeologists. They are borrowed from the low- Breton 
sto7ie~talle, stone-circle, and lonq- 
of fbeir Keltic origin, these terms are no proof that 

S,rte“‘'t.rsss"' ■“ •>» 




146 


THE AHTIQUITY OE THE HUMAN RACE. 


mile in, length, number eleven thousand, ranged in eleven 
rows. The size of some of these blocks is truly colossal. 
The conical menhir of Lock-Maria-ker in Morbihan, for 
example, measures twenty yards in length, and averages 
two yards across. At Dol, near Saint Malo, the menhir 
of Champ-Dolent rises thirty feet above the surface of the 



Fig. 43. Specimen of menhir. That of Croisic (Loire-Inf4rieure). 


soil, and extends below it to a depth of fifteen. The dol- 
mens axe not peculiar to Brittany ; they are found in 
other French provinces, and they also occur in the north 
of Europe, in the whole of the Mediterranean basin, and 
even in India. 

These megalithic monuments may be divided into two 
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classes. The j&rst includes the exposed dolmens, that is, 
those which are not and have never been covered with soil 



Fig. 46. Danish tumulus, showing the entkanck to a dolihen. 

are covered by a mound or tumulus often of considerable 
size (usually more than thirty feet hi^h), and consist of a 

L 2 
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burial vault, simple or divided into several compartments. 
Such are the barrows, the Ganggriften or galleried tombs 
of Sweden and Denmark (figs. 45 and 46), the Eilnen- 
grdber^ or giant tombs of Germany, &c. 

One of the finest examples of these burial vaults, hidden 
beneath a mound of earth and stones raised by human 
hands, is that of Gavr’ Innis, situated near Carnac, at the 
entrance of the bay of Morbihan (figs. 47 and 48). The 



Fig. 46. Tumulus, with inner chamber, at Uey (Denmark). 


tumulus which covers this sepulchre is 30 feet high and 
390 feet in circumference. The stones which line the walls 
are of a very hard granite, and are carved in relief with 
the representation of three serpents and some so-called 
Keltic axes. Winding and parallel, concentric or parabolic 
lines, zigzags, semicircles, and ellipses are also indicated 
(figs. 49 and 50). 

The blocks of stone used in the construction of the 
megalithic monuments are of enormous size. There has 





Fig, 48. Pi. ax of the covered aeley of Gavr’ Ixnis. 
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been much discussion as to the means employed by the 
unknown builders of the dolmens, who had at their dis- 
posal but very slight mechanical aids, in moving and 
placing in position masses of stone of which several are 
not less than twenty-one feet long by twelve wide and 
three deep, for example, the dolmen of Antiguera, near 
Malaga, in Spain. 



Fia. 49 . Specimens of dka wings in the covebed alley of 
Gave’ Innis. 

In many instances the megalithic tombs of Europe 
are surrounded by one or more circles of stones (there are 
as many as ten to those of Aveyron), called cromlechs 
(fig. 51). The dolmens of Palestine and of Algeria also 
present a similar feature. 

Many archaeologists have maintained that these monu- 
ments are always turned towards the same quarter of the 
heavens, but this appears to be a mistake, a preconceived 


BTJBIAL IN DOLMENS. 


151 


notion which must be abandoned ; for M. Cartailhac has 
taken the bearings of the position of more than fifty dol- 
mens in Aveyron, and finds that they face every way. 
This is also the case in Loz^re, Brittany, and Poitou, in 
Algeria and Palestine. 

The bodies of the dead whose bones are found in the 
dolmens were buried in a sitting or crouching position ; 



Dig. 50. Specimens op drawings in the covered alley op 
Gave" Innis. 

but a few of them have been discovered lying on their 
backs with the head or feet turned towards the east. A 
number of observations combine to show that interment 
vas preferred to cremation, but this latter custom was 
however, sometimes adopted, for calcined bones are by no 
means rare in the sepulchres, and ashes and coal ai-e also 
founds 
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Besides the human bones, we may mention among 
the funereal contents of the dolmens serpentine pendants, 
necklace beads of the same substance, of slate, chalk, ala- 
baster, jet, amber, and of a kind of turquoise, and several 
kinds of shells (cyprcea,neritina^ erato^ pterocera^ patella^ 
dentalium^ &c.) used for ornament, and lastly discs made 
from the upper part of the cardium^ and perforated for 
stringing. The dolmens and the tumuli also contain 
funeral urns, drinking cups (figs. 52 and 53), and other 



Eig. 51. Cromlech, called the altar of the Great Sarace>'. 
(Channel Isles.) 


vases of tolerably fine clay, and occasionally elegant, 
though not very varied in form. Lance and arrow heads 
of various kinds of stone, and often delicately wrought, 
occur also, and lastly axes improperly styled Keltic. It is 
worthy of note as a distinctive peculiarity, that these 
polished axes are comparatively rare in the dolmens’ of 
the centre and south of France, while a number of mag- 
nificent specimens have been found in those of Brittany 
and the north of Europe (Denmark, Sweden, &c.) 

It was for a long time believed that the dolmens never 


CONTENTS OF DOLMENS. 


153 


eontained metallic objects, but this was a grave mistake. 
Not to speak of the bronze ornaments found in a dolnaen 
in the department of Lot, by M. Delpon ; in Vivarais by 
M. de Malbos ; in Lozere by M. Lalande ; in Algeria by 
M. Bergbrugger, and above all by General Faidherbe ; 
M. Cartailhac found in a dolmen of Aveyron (that of 
Boussac), a long bronze bead, through which was passed a 
hempen thread preserved from decay by the oxide of the 
metal. Two other necklace beads, also of bronze, were 



Fig. 52. Funeral urn found in an 
English barrow. (After Lubbock.) 



Fig. 5S. Drinking cup found in 
an English barrow. (After 
Lubbock.) 


still united by the connecting thread and by the rust 
formed at the point of contact. The present Directew des 
Materiaux also discovered in a dolmen a bronze pendant, 
similar in every respect to an ornament forming part of 
an Egyptian necklace, to be seen in one of the glass cases 
of the Louvre Museum. Lastly, we are also indebted to 
M. Cartailhac for the discovery of red amber in some of 
the dolmens of tho departments of Gard and Aveyron, 
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and that of bronze bracelets similar to those of Algeria. 
Similar discoveries have been made in the dolmens of 
Loz^re by MM. Prnnidres and de Malafosse. 

The presence of pure copper has been noticed by M. 
Cazalis de Fondonce in certain dolmens of Aveyron, and 
even in the caves of Durfort and Saint- Jean-d’Alcas, which 
are contemporaneous with the dolmens of the later 
neolithic period. According to General Faidherbe, iron 
abounds in the megalithic tombs of Algeria. Although 
it is much rarer in those of France, it is nevertheless 
occasionally present. The people who erected these monu- 
ments, whoever they were, saw the dawn of those two 
epochs to which bronze and iron have given their names. 
But it is time to consider what was this people (if indeed it 
has ever existed) by whom the dolmens were constructed. 
Far from regarding these monuments as Keltic, M. Alfired 
Maury believes them to be the work of a people whom 
the Kelts destroyed or conquered as they amalgamated 
with them. Had they been the work of the Druids of 
Gaul, this species of construction would have been intro- 
duced wherever that people migrated, in Europe, in India, 
in Africa. Moreover, it has now been proved beyond all 
doubt that the Druids lived at an epoch far more recent 
than that of the megalithic tombs. M. Eenan appears to 
us to be nearer the truth in assuming these monuments 
to be the work of that primitive population which existed 
in France before the arrival of the great Aryan races. 
But how then shall we explain the presence of the dol- 
mens in countries beyond Europe, even in America ? 

Bonstetten, Bertrand, and many others have had re- 
course to the hypothesis of the emigrations of this ex- 
tremely problematic people. They have even traced the 
route followed by these wandering architects, but the 
routes indicated by such authors differ widely from each 
other. They are not even agreed as to the direction of 
the supposed emigrations, whether from north to south or 
south to north, and the most contrary opinions have been 
put forward on the subject. 

According to Bonstetten the people of the dolmens. 
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dolmens as equal and even superior in height to the tallest 
soldiers of the French army. Their skulls,’ he says, ^ are 
elongated, fine and intelligent, in a word, such as might 
belong to those European races who are most favoured in 
this respect.’ ^ 

On the other hand, the human bones found in many 
of the dolmens of France and Grermany are in no way 
remarkable in point of size ; they belonged to a race about 
the average of our own in height. Virchow is therefore 
justified in saying, speaking of the Hiinengraber or giant 
tombs of Germany, and we may say the same of the dol- 
mens and the tumuli of France, that ^ the tombs alone are 
gigantic, and not the bones they contain.’ 

The dolmen builders appear to have attached little 
importance to agriculture. They possessed, however, most 
of our domestic animals, they could shape and polish 
their flints with much skill, and their pottery, manufac- 
tured without the help of the wheel, was not without a 
certain elegance. The arts of design were little cultivated, 
but were not entirely unknown, as may be seen from the 
geometrical figures which adorn their burial urns and 
even vessels in daily use ; from the two human feet repre- 
sented on a dolmen in the neighbourhood of Yannes, and 
by the axes engraved or carved in strange groups on the 
dolmens of Loc-Maria-Ker, of Gavr’ Innis, and of Manne- 
er-Hroek (Morbihan). Leaves of the oak and fronds of 
fern are represented with these axes, which, in the opinion 
of M. Faultrier, might have been sacred emblems intended 
to assure the inviolability of the monuments on which 
they were drawn. 

In spite of the differences of opinion existing among 
French and foreign archaeologists, nothing seemed better 
established or more generally adopted than the existence 

* According to the savant whom we have just quoted, the ethnical 
characters of the African dolmenic race reappear among the modem 
Berbers and Touaregs, who are the descendants of the Tamahous or 
Tambous, the fair-skinned, blue-eyed invaders who inhabited the shores 
of Libya under the Eamaeses, and whose type is easily to be recognised, 
it is said, in the paintings which decorate the roya] tombs in the famous 
Thebes with a hundred gates. 
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of a people who invented such singular edifices as the 
dolmens, a people which was formerly spread over almost 
every part of the habitable globe. And now, in spite of 
all that has been written upon the subject, the reahty of 
this existence is strongly contested, and even formally 
denied, by a savant who has especially devoted himself 
to the study of prehistoric man. As there is a natural 
transition from the dolmen containing a stone cofiSn to 
the sarcophagus formed of four upright stones roofed witli 
a fifth slab, so there is the same transition from the burial 
cave to the ordinary dolmen. 

Arguing from these premisses, M. de Mortillet concludes 
that the existence of a people of builders of the dolmens is 
a pure hypothesis (^Eevue scientifique,’ August 29, 1874, 
p. 199). The author adduces the following arguments in 
support of this theory : — 

1. The differences presented by the dolmens of dif- 
ferent countries, and even of different parts of France. 
If they were the work of a single people they would, on 
the contrary, be very similar, if not identically the samt» 
in construction. Now in Brittany these monuments con 
sist of single chambers which are entered only through 
long passages. Near Paris they are long, wide, covered 
alleys, with a very short vestibule. Finally, in the centre 
and south of France they are merely rectangular chests 
formed of four or five colossal stones. 

2. Whatever analogies they may present, the dolmens 
do not stand alone ; they form part of a great whole, they 
are akin to the burial cave of which they are the artifici^ 
imitation, and they are used for the same purpose. This 
imitation is ]i)ractised by a number of different peoples 
who have nothing in common, excepting that they had all 
ceased to be nomadic and had adopted the same rites. 

3. The identity of these customs, to which the dol- 
mens and the burial caves upon which they were modelled 
were devoted, is further proved by the similarity of the 
funeral furniture of the tombs (for example, the cave of 
Sainh-Jean-d’Alcas and the dolmens of Aveyron), and even 
by the hybrid character of these caves, which in the de- 
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partment of Var (caves of Gordes and Castellet) partake 
at once of the character of the dolmen and of the cave 
hollowed by the hand of man with a similar object to pre- 
serve and do honour to the bodies of the dead. 

4. A further confirmation of the intimate connection 
existing among the three kinds of burial places (natural 
and artificial burial caves and dolmens), is the singular 
practice adopted severally in each of them, the custom of 
removing a disc of bone from the skull of the dead, and 
even of the living subject. 

The principal facts which lead M. de Mortillet to be- 
lieve that the dolmens were built by peoples differing 
from each other, but in no sense migratory, are the diver- 
sity in the mode of construction of the dolmens, diversity 
of form and proportion in the human remains found in 
them, and the similarity of these remains in each district 
with those of the palaeolithic ancestors. The similarity 
observed in the contents of the tombs, whether dolmens, 
natural or artificial caves, proves that the former are, so to 
speak, the successors of the others, that they were nearly 
contemporary with them and were destined to the same 
purpose. MM, de Quatrefages and Broca, who formerly 
studied the ethnological character and the migrations of 
the supposed dolmenic people or peoples, have now adopted 
without reserve the opinion of their learned colleague. 
On the other hand, the remarkable recurrence of the mega- 
lithic monuments in all quarters of the globe would also 
seem to sanction the opinion held since 1869 by Mr. 
WestrDpp and M. Bastian. They hold that this wide diffu- 
sion is not due, as M. de Mortillet believes, to an instinct 
of imitation strengthened by necessity, but to a funda- 
mental psychological principle, which manifests itself, as 
it were inevitably, as soon as ’the tribe has attained to a 
certain degree of intellectual development, and is produced 
everywhere with certain modifications due to the variation 
of customs, beliefs, and the materials employed. 

The association of ideas, the need of giving to them a 
natural and sensible expression, the desire of perpetuating 
the memory of an important event, such would be the 
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entirely psychological explanation of the origin of the 
monuments in question, whether the olm of the i\fong(»]s, 
the kurgansof Siberia, the tu'imdi of the nioiind-huilders, 
or the cromlechs^ the peulvans, the doliuens^ imd tlu* 
menhirs of Brittany, India, and Africa. 

But it is a waste of labour and unprofitable to 
science to seek for a special people of dolmen buil<l(^rs, tu 
endeavour to trace its wanderings, and to detennine its 
ethnical character, if no such people exists, or has cv(*r 
existed. This is the opinion of M. Bastian and Mn 
Westropp, founded upon considerations very similar to 



Fig. 54. Plan of a otant tomb 
Sardinia. (After the Abbato 
Spano.) 
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They resemble a kind of amphitheatre formed of one 
or two rows of roughly hewn blocks of stone (fig. 54). 
In the midst rises a tall conical shaft, rudely shaped 
(figs. 55 and 57), in which a hole one or two inches 
square is made about half way between the base and the 
summit of the cone, and another also square or in the 



Fig. 56. Nurago, situated nkar a giant tomb. 

(After the Abbute Spano.) 

form of a half circle near the top. Sometimes the column 
does not consist of a single stone, but is formed of two 
stones placed one above the other. Behind the monolith 
lies the burial place, ten to fourteen yards long by one or 
two in width. It is composed of rough blocks forming a 
wall of three, four, or six rows of stones placed in steps. 



Fig. 57. Monoliths of the Sardinian tombs op the 
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sloping inwards towards the top, and roofed by great slabs 
two or three yards wide. In fact no better name could be 
found for these tombs than that given them by the vivid 
imagination of the people, of giant sepulchres. 

The floor of the sepulchres is formed by a layer of 
small stones, above which larger ones, polygonal or unhewn, 
are placed. It may therefore be presumed that the corpses 
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were not covered with earth, but simply deposited in a 
tomb of six feet or more in depth. Like the nuraghi, near 
which they are always found, some of these tombs (those 
constructed of unhewn blocks of stone) seem to belong 
to the earlier age of stone ; others, composed of stones 
more or less rudely hewn, and some of superior masonry, 
date from the neolithic age, or even from the epoch of 
transition between stone and bronze. Most, if not all, of 
these tombs, have been repeatedly rifled by treasure 
seekers at different times, so that the researches of the 
Abbate Spano have not been very productive. He only 
discovered in them a few broken and calcined human bones, 
which crumbled to dust at the lightest touch, and several 
clay vases, of which not a single one was entire. But he 
was satisfied that several bodies had been buried together 
in the same tomb, and that these were therefore fanaily 
burial places. When the death of one of the members 
of the tribe occurred, one of the great transverse stones 
which covered the long alley built behind the monolith 
was removed, and then replaced until the time came for 
another body to claim its place in the tomb. The mono- 
lith, called by the Sardinian peasants jpietra delV altar 
or altar-stone, because they believe it to have been used 
for human sacrifice, always faces the south or east. This* 
is the case with the entrances of all the nuraghi. The 
Abbate Spano attributes the giant tombs of Sardinia to 
the same epoch as the nuraghi, that is to say, to the time 
of the earliest immigrations from the East, but many of 
them axe evidentlv of earlier date. 


M 
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PBEEISTORIG MAN IN AMERICA. 

JM. Albert G-audry and Mr. Marsh maintain that the vast 
continent discovered by Columbus is not really as recent as 
it is generally said and supposed to be, and I am inclined 
to be of their opinion. A number of incontestable proofs 
justify this opinion. 

The Indian redskin living in a stiite of barbarism at 
the time of the conquest cannot be called the primitive 
American. Nor were the luxuriant forests where he 
hunted his prey truly primaeval, for they were preceded 
by other forests, which themselves did not deserve the 
name of virgin, since they had already been trodden by 
the foot of man, whose remains lie buried beneath their 
6wn. At New Orleans, on the banks of the Mississippi, an 
entire human skeleton was found buried beneath four 
ancient forests. Dr. Dowler attributes an age of 57,000 
years to these remains. We cannot guarantee the accuracy 
of these figures, but if this single fact were established 
beyond dispute, it would in itself be a sufficient proof of 
the great antiquity of the human race in America. 

Other discoveries of no less weight corroborate our 
opinion. A pelvis was found near Natchez in the loess of 
the Mississippi valley, in company with the mastodon of 
the Ohio, the megalonyx of Jefi^erson, and other species 
long since extinct. Human bones were extracted by 
Agassiz from a calcareous conglomerate which forms 
part of a coral reef in Florida, and of which the 
learned professor estimates the age to be more than 
10,000 years. If these proofs are not enough, we may 
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mention in addition the human remains found by Lund 
in the eaves of Brazil, with those of the glyptodooi, the 
megather-ium, and a number of fossil animals TOth whom 
man was contemporary; and the recent discovery of a 
human skull picked up at Jacksonville, on the banks of 
the Illinois, 100 feet above the present level of the river, 
and remarkable, like that of Neanderthal, for the deep 
grooves made by the muscles, and the prominence of the 
bones above the orbits. 

Lastly, at a depth of about nine feet below the surface 
of the soil, in the pampas of Mercedes, near Buenos Ayres, 
some human bones were recently found in company with 
rudely carved flints and remains of extinct species {Eu- 
tatus, ffoplophorus, Reithrodon, Hesperomys, &e.). In 
one of the layers overlying the above mentioned one, bones 
of the nylodon and of the glyptodon 'weie also found.' 

The products of the industry of this race, which may 
really be termed primitive, resemble in almost every 
respect those of European man in the height of the stone 
age ; only instead of flint, rare or absent in certain dis- 
tricts of America, the Indian used granite, syenite, jade 
porphyry, quartz, and especially obsidian, a vitreous rock 
wmeh abounds in Mexico and elsewhere. Splinters of 
this rock, skilfully obtained by means of percussion, wert' 
employed for the fabrication of knives sharp as razors, of 
arrow and lance heads, fish-hooks, harpoons, in a word of 
numerous implements similar to those used in Europe bv 
the contemporaries of the mammoth and the cave bear 
It IS worthy of note, however, that neither axes nor stone 
hammers Ffrced with a hole for the handle, have hitherto 
arc “ America. Some of these stone implements 
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polished, such as the fine axes of green jade found in the 
ctuintry of the Carubees, which are now in the Museum 
of Antiquities in Copenhagen. Some of these implements 
are of very uncommon form, and we see in these the art 
of shaping by percussion carried to a wonderful deoree of 
perfection. Such are for instance the flints of which we 
l)orraw the drawings from Dr. Wilson (^Prehistoric Man’) 
and of which one is a weapon toothed like a saw, pointed 



Fig. r>H. Fi.ist wkai’on', poin’tkd Fig. 59 . Flint halberd, tn the 

AT BOTH ENDS, TAKEN FROM A FORM OF A CRESCENT, FROAI A 

CAVE IN IlONOURAvS. CAVE IN HONDURAS. 

at either end, and measuring more than sixteen inches 
in length ; the other is in the form of a orescent furnished 
with jutting points, and somewhat resembling certain 
halberds of modern date (figs. 58 and 59). These two 
specimens of the primitive art of the New World were 
found in 1794 in a cave of the Bay of Honduras. But 
the most striking feature in the primitive weapons and 
tools found in America is, we repeat, their perfect resem- 
blance with those of the Exiropean caves ; they present the 
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same forms, only a little less yaried, and served conse- 
quently the same purposes. The work of man in these 
widely separated epochs offers in both worlds the most 
perfect analogy. We are therefore forced to conclude that 
the age of stone is not the peculiar apanage of any one 
people, but that it represents a stage in human culture 
which at periods more or less remote occurs in every part 
of the earth. 

Articles of the toilet and ornaments, and some frag- 
ments of pottery, evidently dating from the prehistoric 
epoch, have been found in Mexico and other parts of the 
American continent. Obsidian beads, intended to be sus-^ 
pended from the lips, pearls, perforated teeth and shells 
for necklaces or for ornamenting the dress, clay buttons 
baked or dried in the sun, round mirrors of pyrites, &c* 
&c., all of great geological antiquity, were also found in 
different parts of the continent, which we persist in calling 
the New World. Its extinct fauna and flora also combat 
this theory, and the great number of different races scat- 
tered over the surface of the same continent, and the still 
greater variety <pf dialects and languages, which number 
more than twelve hundred, are proofs sufficient to establish' 
and confirm our opinion. 

The study of the American monuments would, if 
we could undertake it, furnish new proofs in favour of 
the great antiquity of man in the New World. Without 
counting the palaces whose magnificent ruins astonish 
the traveller, and the cyclopean constructions, similar to 
the European monuments very incorrectly styled Pelasgic, 
the mounds of Ohio and Yucatan furnish very valuable 
treasures of great interest to archaeology. Some details 
respecting these mounds, which were intended for different 
purposes, must find place here. But we must first say a 
word or two about the Chulpas. 

I. THE OHTJLPAS OE PERU AND BOLIVIA. 

Burial places dating from a period anterior to the 
Incas, and resembling the dolmens and cromlechs of the 
European continent, and the nuraghi of Sardinia, are 
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found in Peru and Bolivia. They are there known under 
the name of Ghulpas^ They are burial crypts built of 
great upright stones, supporting the enormous slabs which 
form the roof. Other chulpas, of more recent date than 
the former, are surrounded by a wall built in the figure 
of a square or a circle, of which the height varies from 
30 to 100 feet, a species of tower, narrowed at the base 
and slightly enlarged towards the summit, which is ter- 
minated by a cornice in the case of a square tower, and 
by a rounded dome when it is circular. The stones of 
which these monuments are built are usually hewn on 
the outer face of the building, and are held together by 
means of a stiff clay. Other Peruvian chulpas, built of 
unhewn stones, are plastered over with stucco and painted 
both outside and inside. 

As a rule these tombs contain only one bmnal chamber, 
or sometimes two placed one above the other, and vaulted. 
More or less numerous niches in a single or double row, 
and hollowed in the thickness of the wall, were destined 
for the reception of the dead bodies, which were placed 
in a sitting or crouching position. 

These monuments, whether simple dolmens, cromlechs, 
or burial towers, which are scattered over the vast plateau 
of the Andes, are the work of a single people, who gra- 
dually improved with time; their primitive civilisation 
seems to have passed through stages analogous to those 
of the builders of the megalithic monuments of the Old 
World, which appear to have served them as models. This 
strange people was probably indigenous, and held the land 
previous to the arrival of the Incas 

II. THE Moirisrns Airn the motthd btjildees. 

"We must attribute to the prehistoric ages of the New 
World a series of strange monuments, of varied form and 
gigantic size, the work of a people of mysterious origin 
and unknown race, usually designated by Anglo-American 
savants as mound builders. These mounds, species of 

^ For fuller details see E. Gr. Squier, The Primeval Monuments of 
Peru, compared with thorn in other parts of the World, Amencan Na* 
fw'alist, p. 518. Salem, 1370. 
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artificial hills, are great earthworks, often mixed with 
stones, destined, some of them, to serve as military de- 
fences or as sacred enclosures ; others are crowned with 
temples ; others, again, were consecrated to the burial of 
the dead or to religious rites ; lastly, some served the 
purpose of look-out posts. 

These artificial constructions, which at the first glance 
may easily be mistaken for natural hills, are scattered in 
profusion throughout Wisconsin, Illinois, and especially 
in the rich valleys of the Scioto, the Ohio, and the Mis- 
sissippi. They are sometimes isolated and sometimes they 
occur in groups ; usually circular and occasionally elliptical 
in form, they sometimes represent the figure of animals, and 
even of man, while a few imitate the form of inanimate 
objects, among which occur pipes of gigantic size. It is 
worthy of notice that all the geometrical figures are 
perfectly regular, even circles of 1,000 feet in diameter, 
and they seem to have been traced according to a scale of 
which the proportions were determined with accuracy and 
faithfully executed. The following examples will be suffi- 
cient to give an idea of their dimensions. 

According to Messrs. Squier and Davis, to whose mag- 
nificent work ^ we are indebted for the following details, 
some of these artificial hills measure not less than 550,000 
cubic metres, so that it is calculated that four of them 
would be greater in bulk than the largest of the Pyramids 
of Egypt, the volume of which is said to be 2,000,000 
cubic metres. The truncated pyramidal mound of Calokios, 
in Illinois, measures, according to Lubbock, 700 feet long 
by 500 feet wide and 90 feet high. Its total volume is 
estimated to be 20,000,000 cubic feet. 

These monuments have yielded to the researches of 
archaeologists treasures as valuable as they were unexpected. 
Their age is unknown ; but many of them date, it would 
seem, from a period anterior to the neolithic age of the 
New World, since they contain weapons of unpolished 
aphanite, a species of greenstone, resembling in form and 

\ Squier and Davis, Ancient Mommients of the Mississijppi Valley. 
Smithsonian ContHhutions to Knowledge, vol. i. 



168 THE ANTiatriTY OF THE HUjMAN RACE. 

workmansHp the flint axes and arrow heads of Abbeville 
and Amiens. But for the most part, side by side with 
these rudely shaped stone implements, others are found 
so well polished that they will bear comparison in this 
respect with our most skilfully wrought flints, a circnm- 
stance which seems to indicate that the archseolithic and 
neolithic ages are less distinct in America than in Europe. 
This opinion is further confirmed by the presence in 
most of the mounds of weapons and tools of pure copper 
wrought by stone hammers — a clear proof that at one 
time metal and stone were employed simultaneously. We 
refer our readers to the work of Squier and Davis for 
a number of interesting details about several kinds of 
mounds. We need only say a few words about the sym- 
bolical mounds, representing animals, and those known as 
sacrificial mounds, used at once as tombs and as altars for 
human sacrifice. 

Symbolical Mounds are numerous in the State of 
Wisconsin, but rarer in the valleys of the Ohio and of 
the Scioto. The characteristic feature of the sym- 
bolical mounds is that they represent almost exclusively 
the image of man and of certain animals, and sometimes 
gigantic pipes. Turning to account the undulations of 
the prairies, the prehistoric architects of Wisconsin^ 
modelled those immense bas-reliefs which faithfully re- 
produce the outlines of the bear, the fox, the otter, the 
glutton, the elk, the buffalo, the eagle, the tortoise, the 
lizard, the frog, &c. Man himself, as we have said, figures 
in these strange groups. Earthworks in the form of a 
cross or a crescent, and other geometrical figures, occur 
also, and the battle-axe is sometimes represented. 

Among the most famous of the symbolic mounds we 
will mention two, which for several reasons deserve special 
notice. The one situated in the Mississippi valley bears 
the name of Alligator Mound ; the other, known as the 
Great Serpent M.ound, occupies the extreme point of a 
tongue of land formed at the junction of two rivers which 
flow into the Ohio. ‘ The first of these animals, designed 
with considerable skill, is no less than 250 feet in length 
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from the tip of the nose to the extremity of the tail. Ex- 
cavations made in various parts of the figure show that 
the interior is formed of a heap of stones, over which the 
form has been moulded in fine, stiff clay. The Grreat 
Serpent is represented with open mouth, in the act of 
swallowing an egg of which the diameter is 100 feet in 
the thickest part; the body of the animal is wound in 
graceful curves, and the tail is rolled into a spiral. The 
entire length of the animal is 1,000 feet. This work is 
unique in the New World, and there is nothing on the 
old continent which offers any analogy to it. It has 
given rise to a number of absurd theories, not only on 
the part of the present savage inhabitants of America, 
who believe this symbolic serpent to be the work of the 
great Manitou, but also among modern savants, who con- 
sider the s 3 nnbol to be akin to, or even the parent of, 
certain superstitions which reign in Egypt, in Assyria, 
and in Greece, and of which the traces still remain upon 
the temples of India, of Central America, and even upon 
the megahthic monuments of Avebury and of Carnac. 

Funeral Mounds , — ^The dimensions of these mounds 
seem to bear an exact proportion to the rank of the indi- 
vidual whose remains they cover. Each contains one or 
more chambers, the roof being supported by enormous 
beams, covered by the earth and stones which form the 
tumulus. The body usually reposes in a sarcophagus, 
of which the sides are formed of rudely squared logs of 
wood, and the bottom consists of thin planks, which time 
has decayed, and their dust is mingled with that of human 
bones. The latter are so fragile that they break and 
crumble to dust at the slightest touch. The sarcophagus 
is sometimes made of unhewn stones placed upright, and 
the body is enveloped in a shroud of bark, or covered 
with plaques of mica. Bone necklaces, consisting of 
one or two rows, tools, stone or pure copper urns, and 
perforated discs of this metal, form the principal contents 
of the tomb. -They generally lie among ashes, charcoal, 
and half-charred bones — a certain proof that cremation as 
well as interment was practised by the mound builders. 
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and that they sacrificed human victims on the tombs of 
their chiefs, a custom, moreover, which at a later period 
was common among the Mexican Aztecs, and among the 
Peruvians of the time of the Incas. 

Lewis Morgan found some blades of flint ranged side 
by side like teeth over a space of about two feet in length, 
in an Iroquois mound. He supposes, and I am inclined to 
agree with him, that these flint knives had been originally 
fixed with bitumen and fine cord in a groove made in the 
edges of a sword-shaped piece of wood. We cannot fail 
to see that this description answers exactly to that of 
the magahuitl or primitive swoi'd of the early inhabitants 
of Mexico and Yucatan. The ancient Mexicans, however 
instead of arming the wooden sword *with flint teeth^ 
used blades of obsidian (ilzli) as sharp as razors, which 
made it a terrible weapon of war. (See Dr. Wilson, ^Pre- 
historic Man.’) 

Sacrificial Mounds and Altars , — Certain mounds 
are distinguished from the rest by special features which 
leave not the smallest doubt as to their original destina- 
tion. The mounds in question are nearly always found 
within the sacred enclosures ; they ar e built, up of alternate 
layers of gravel, mould, sand, and slices of mica, and they 
usually cover an altar of stone or baked clay, hollowed 
into the form of a basin, on which were deposited offer- 
ings of various kinds, nearly all bearing the traces of the 
prolonged action of fire. 

Obsidian knives, thin slices of mica cut into graceful 
curves or geometrical figures, others thicker, round or 
oval in shape and perforated for stringing ; necklaces made 
of beads and pierced teeth, and even of silver ; ear-rings and 
armlets of finely polished bloodstone ; pendants and other 
badges of distinction of different shapes and materials, and 
beautifully wrought ; lance and arrow heads made of quartz, 
obsidian, flint, and even of manganesian garnet ; imple- 
ments of pure copper ; bone and ivory needles ; fine and 
rude pottery; carved stones and pipes, sometimes orna- 
mented with beads ; the* whole intermixed with a quantity 
of ashes, charcoal, calcined shells, human bones broken and 
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half consumed, and the remains of garments completely 
carbonised, in ■which the web of the tissue is still distin- 
guishable ; such are the usual contents of the basin- 
shaped’ altars in use among the ancient inhabitants of 
the valleys of the Ohio and the Mississippi. Sometimes 
the sheets of mica, so common in the tombs and the sacred 
basins, are circular and overlap each other like the scales 
of a fish, and represent together the figure of a crescent. 
Hence it has been somewhat rashly assumed that the 
mound builders worshipped the moon. 

Another and probably truer conclusion is that the 
pipes carved in stone which are found in quantities upon 
the altars, even to the exclusion of all other otferings, are a 
proof of the use*of tobacco in religious ceremonies from 



Fig. 60 . Stone pipe prom Elliott’s Mound in Ohio. 


the time of the mound builders. They imagined that the 
scent of this narcotic plant was agreeable to the Great 
Spirit : they smoked its leaves in his honour. The pipe 
was the censer, and the smoke the incense. Some of 
these pipes are of soft stone (steatite, chlorite, clayey 
schist, ferruginous sandstone, calcareous stones), the others 
of clay. They vary considerably in size and form. They 
represent for the most part the figures of animals, especi- 
ally birds, often also that of man more or less caricatured 
(fig. 60 ). Some of them have a tube connected with the 
bowl of the pipe, others are without it ; and the opening 
destined for the passage of the smoke is so narrow that a 
straw or very fine tube can with difficulty be introduced 
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into it. The larger and more ornamented ones hav-^ 
received the name of calumei-pip&’t, and were probabr 
employed on solemn occasions and in great relio-ious eeJ 
monies. Lastly, there are the portrait pipes (fig. 61 ) o' 



Fig. 61 . Si-eoi.mk.n -ok numt.vrr i‘U’n phom the mou.vus. 


what are supposed to be such ; for we may assume that 
the fidelity and even the talent with which the artists of 
prehistoric times have reproduced the animals they saw 
around them, are a guarantee for the accuracy of the 



Fig. Pipe ov the Ohippkways. 


representation of the features of their contemporaries, 
when they did not wish, as is often the case, to make gro- 
tesque caricatures, placing human heads upon the bodies 
of animals. 
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. Thus, by a strange 

mounds and upon the sacn^ to the mound builders,' 

an idea of the laun practised upon a 

numerous ^ith less originality (tig. 

Sd Wly a f«««' -ei»ese««i«- «« *«' 

rMrccsrJa^S-S-- 
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to enable us to determilie the race of the mound builders. 
The nearly perfect skulll of the valley of Scioto (tigs, 


tBi. 


1 Among the animals whi 
the most common: — The seal 
panther, the wild cat, the raj 
the owl, the falcon, the heron ' 
snake, the frog, the toad, t’ 
animals, with the exception 
North America, and it is very 
we are speaking were mannfaj 
in the district called MonnI 
tombs which occur there. (Se 
the Mismdppi Valley, Smifi 
and Ran, The Archceological 
Washington, 1876.] 


ch the pipes represent, the following are 
cow, the* wolf, the bear, the otter, the 
coon, the beaver, the stiuirrei, the eagUs 
the parrot, the crow, the duck, the rattU*- 
le tortoise, and the alligator. All th(‘He 
'of the sea cow, belong to the fauna 
probable that the carved pipes of which 
ctnred in the State of Ohio, and especially 
d City, because of the peat number of 
lOe Squier and Davis, A ficient Mo/iuments o/ 
)}usonia 7 i Co7it7'ihit'to7is‘ to Kn(wU'dgt\ vul. i. : 
'' Collection of the U7iit€d Statee Kctional 
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and 64) offers the following characters. The vertical 
height is considerable ; diameter from the forehead to the 
back is small ; great width between the parietal bones 
considerable depression of the occiput, forehead high and 
arched ; prominent cheekbones, wide face, prominent 
nose, and heavy and j)owerfully developed jaws. It must 
remain doubtful whether this .almost unique skull is as 
Morton affinus,-..the perfect type of the conformation of 
the cranium common to all the tribes, ancient or modem 
which have dwelt or still dwell upon American sod. As 
the native savage.s ans\yer when the Anglo-American 
archmologists question them upon the history of the re- 
mote past, Qnk)i so/lc, ‘who knows’? However, Schoolcraft 
assures us that the mound buildt^rs were no other than 
the Alleghanians, that is, the Indian tribe earliest estab- 
lished in the valleys of the Ohio andVhe Mississippi. But 
it is certain that proviou.s to their eommg other populations 
had lived in America, that here, as in Europe, man was 
the contemporary of species long since extinct, and there- 
fore that here also his existence dat^s from geological 
epochs. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

MAN OF THE TEBTIARY EPOCH. 

The Human Bones of the Volcano of la Denise. — The 
Striated Bones of the Elephant of Saint Brest. — The 
Meiocene Flints of Thenay. 

We have hitherto concerned ourselves solely with the 
quaternary strata in our search for proofs of the great 
antiquity of the human race. The tertiary rocks will in 
their turn show unmistakeahle traces of the appearance 
of man upon the earth as early as the meiocene and plei- 
ocene epochs, indications which although vague are never- 
theless worthy of the most serious consideration. 

In 1844, M. Aymard, a distinguished naturalist of 
Auvergne, announced the discovery of, some human re- 
mains in a volcanic breccia of the mountain of la Denise ; 
on the other slope of the mountain, in a breccia very 
similar to the preceding, M. Aymard found bones of the 
great mammalia — ^the elephant, rhinoceros, stag, horse, &c., 
of extinct species, and even of one extinct genus, the 
mastodon, Hence he concludes that man was their con- 
temporary, This conclusion was rejected by the geolo- 
gists of that epoch, notably by M. Pomel, who became 
afterwards convinced of the co-existence of our race in 
Auvergne, not with the mastodons whose remains are here 
found for the first time in company with those of animals 
of the quaternary epoch, but only with the reindeer and 
Elephas primigenius. He believes, moreover, that the 
man of la Denise witnessed the latest cataclysm which 
modified the surface of the globe. 
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T1 i 6 aut/iicn'tici'by of tlio IninitXii 1)01165 found uoar la 
Puy Wcis ut first contcstod. 5 but it bus beou ostablisbcd, 
since 1859, by Ed. Lartet, Albert Gaudry, and Lyell, 
iind previously, by the members of the scientific congress 

assembled at Puy in 1856. 

The age alone, whether pleiocene or only quaternary, 
of the volcanic tuflf whence the bones of the man, or rather 
of the two men (the one a youth, the other an adult), 
of la Denise were taken, has given rise to differences of 
opinion among geologists, some of whom maintain that 
these bones were contemporary with the Ele^has meri- 
dionalis, and even with the mastodon ; while others attri- 
bute them to the epocli of the reindeer and mammoth. 

Many people still remember the great sensation created 
in the scientific world by M. Desnoyers, when, on June 8, 
1863 he made known to the Institute of France his dis- 
covery of traces in the undisturbed pleiocene sands of Saint 
Prest, near Chartres, proving the co-existence of man and 
the Elepkas meridionalis,'^ the Rhinoceros Leptorhinus, 
and other extinct mammalia of the upper tertiary strata. 
These traces were incisions and scratches varying in form 
and length, which M. Desnoyers had seen upon the hones 
of these animals, and which he attributed to the action 
of a race of men still more ancient than those of the 
eaves inhabited by the bear, and who, hke the latter, 
possessed only rudely carved flints for weapons and tools. 

The author of this communication believed he might 
conclude, from the facts he had observed, if not wffh 
certainty, at least with a .great appearance of probability, 
that ‘ TYia-n lived upon the soil of France at the same time 
as the Elevhas meridionalis and the other pleiocene 
species -which characterise the valley of the Arno in 
Tuscany; that he strove for existence with those great 


^ Paleontologists distinguish three principal 
1st, the Mephas meHdiontiiiiSr^ 
therefore in no sense southern; 2nd, the IJlephas 
spite of the name it hears, is less ancient than the pr^eding ; 3 , 
the ElepJias the most recent A in 

a striking example of the inconvenience of too significant names in 

natural history. 
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animals prior to the elephas primigenius^ and to the 
other mammalia whose remains are found in company 
with the vestiges of man in the transported or quaternary 
beds of the great valleys or of the caves ; lastly, that the 
deposit of Saint Prest is, as far as we yet know, the earliest 
example in the geological period at which man co-existed 
in Europe with extinct species.^ 

These bold but logical conclusions were received, as 
might have been expected, with considerable caution, even 
by the members of the Institute. An odious calumny, 
soon condemned by public opinion, attempted to annul or 
to destroy the importance of the discovery given to the 
world by M. Desnoyers, On the other hand, M. Ed. Lartet 
gave it the modest and loyal support of his testimony and 
authority. 


Sceptical men of science demanded, however, the pro- 
duction, if possible, of stronger proofs in support of so 
momentous an assertion as that of the contemporaneity 
of man and pleiocene species. 

^ pother discovery, equally unlocked for, soon excited 
in the scientific world an interest equal to that created by 
the communication made by M. Desnoyers to the Academy, 
namely, that of the carved flints (arrow heads and scrapers ) 
lound beneath the meiocene deposits of Thenay, in tin* 
department of Loir-et-Cher. However extraordinary and 
unexpected this new discovery might appear, the Aldie 
Bourgeois asserted it as a fact without the smallest hesi- 
Prehistoric Congress assembled at Paris 

the eSllr of Ofved flints at the bottom of 

the chalk in Beauee, says the’ learned abbe, ‘is a rt‘- 

markable fact, and hitherto without precedent ; but it is 

of great importance.’ He even 

theTrder of tT®’ collected on the spot, 

tile order of the appearance of the various species wlLd, 

succeeded each other in Beauee and OrleS “17 tlm 


N 
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date of the flints found below the meiocene beds in these 
districts. ‘ On the shores of the lake of Beauce,’ he says, 

^ man lived in the midst of a fauna which completely 
disappeared (jxcBTCith6Ti>u7yiy tojp'lv^ TYiastodjOTi^, "With the 
fluviatile sands of Orleanais came the anthropomorphous 
monkey (pliopithecus clntiq^tus),the dinotherium Guvieri, 
the W/Cbstodo 7 i ci/txgvjSt'id&^'y the Tyiastodon tdpvnoidBs^ the 
mastodon Pyrenaicus, &c. These species, which probably 
persisted during the epoch of the shell deposits, then made 
way for the quaternary fauna which I found near there in 
the breccia of Vilhers {rhinoceros tichorhinus, hymn 
spelcea, felis spelcea). Lastly, it was succeeded by the 
contemporary fauna.’ ^ 

In spite of these distinct assertions of the learned 
abbe, his meiocene flints inspired in Paris and elsewhere 
an almost universal distrust, and they met with no better 
reception at the Prehistoric Congress held at Brussels in 
1872. While Worsae, Englehardt, "Waldemar, Schmidt, 
Capeilini, De Quatrefages, De Mortillet, Hamy, and Car- 
tailhac are inclined to see upon some of them the traces 
of human handiwork, Steenstrup, Virchow, and Pesor 
cannot recognise upon these stones the indication of any 
work whatsoever. Van Beneden declares that he can come 
to no decision, and Hebert absolutely denies all belief in 
them. 

On the other hand, M. de Mortillet says: ‘The flints 
of Thenay bear unmistakeable trace of the work of human 
hands. . . . And, moreover, the specimens bear in them- 
selves the seal which denotes their origin md their 
authenticity. Ther are made of a species, of flint totally 
different to that found on the surface. It is impossible 
to confound them. Besides, as I have already said, the 
means employed in shaping them were entirely different. 
Hitherto we have only been acquainted with the mode of 
chipping them by blows ; those of Thenay were splintered 
by fire. This is a well-marked and charactenstie indus- 

• In Italy, Professor Capellini drew the same oonoliiaons from 
incisions which he believed to he intentional on the bones of p'eiocene 
Cetai. But rhe nature of these incisions is strongly disputed. 
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trial distinction which, denotes a widely different pre- 
historic epoch, more ancient than the quaternary, since 
in the latter period percussion was universally and exclu- 
sively employed. (G-. de Mortillet, Promenades an musee 
de Saint-Grermain,’ p. 76.) 

This is all very well, but here we meet with a slight 
difficulty. Who kindled the fire which served to splinter 
the flints? Was it man himself, or the lightning from 
heaven ? And in either case where are the cinders and 
the ashes ? 

While allowing the authenticity of the splinters of 
flin t found by the Abbe Bourgeois, M. Albert Graudry 
does not admit the existence of man during the meiocene 
epoch, and it must be confessed that the facts on which 
he grounds his opinion have considerable weight. ^ There 
was not,’ he says, ^ in the middle of the meiocene epoch a 
single species of mammal identical with species now 
extant. Considering the question merely from a palaeon- 
tological point of view, it is difficult to believe that the 
flin t carvers of Thenay remained uninfluenced by this 
universal change.’^ The eminent professor alludes here 
to the modifications which have, since the above-mentioned 
epoch (mean meiocene), taken place in the successive fauna 
and in the geological phenomena. 

^ After the fauna of the chalk beds of Beauce and of 
the shell deposits, came that of the upper meiocene beds 
of Eppelsheim, of Pikermi, and of Liberon, which differs 
from it. The fauna of the lower pleiocene of Montpellier, 
that of the pleiocene of Perrier, of Solilhac, of Coupet, 
succeeded that of the upper meiocene beds. Afterwards 
followed the epoch of the forest beds of Cromer, succeeded 
in its turn by the glacial epoch of the boulder clay, which 
endured a long time, to judge from the Norfolk deposits ; 
the epoch of the boulder clay was followed by that of the 
diluvium ; then came the reindeer age ; and, lastly, the 
present geological age.’ (Albert Gaudry, p. 240.) 

We very well understand M. Gaudry’s disbe^^ 

^ Albert Gandrj, LeB enoliatnements dv, monde cunimal daf 
ghlogiq^iieSt p. 240, Paris, 1878. J 
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man of the meiocene age, since we are not ourselves 
entirely convinced on this head ; but he will doubtless 
permit us to differ from his opinion that the famous 
Thenay flints were carved by the dryojpitheGUS. 

The question of tertiary man (meiocene or pleiocene) 
is not as yet completely solved : ^ Adhuc sub judice lis est ; ’ 
but in my opinion there is nothing impossible in this hypo- 
thesis. Since two anthropomorphous monkeys (^jpliopithe-- 
ms antiquus and dryopithecus fontani) could live, the 
one at Sansan in the department of Gers, the other at 
Saint Gaudens in Haute Garonne, as early as the meiocene 
epoch, I do not see that there is sufficient reason for 
denying the existence of man during this same epoch 
either in Beauce or Orleanais or in Languedoc. But ia 
such questions proof by analogy cannot supply the place 
of direct proof, and the latter is not hitherto forthcoming. 


by'>:^.-'e. 

' In Italy,’ 
incisions whicn ' 
Cetai. But ;he 
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TEE GEEAT AETIQUITY OF MAE. 

All nations have an innate tendency to attribute to their 
race a great antiquity. Thus the Arcadians styled them- 
selves more ancient than the moon, 'jrpoasXyvoL, and the 
inhabitants of Attica boasted that they were created before 
the sun.^ 

The idea that the human race had giant ancestors is 
also widely spread. The bones of the mammoth and 
mastodon, long mistaken for human remains, seemed to 
confirm this most erroneous opinion. A still greater and 
more deplorable error was the attributing these bones to 
saints, and as such they were paraded with great pomp 
through the towns and in the country as late as 1789, in 
the hope of thereby obtaining rain from heaven in years 
of prolonged drought. 

Everyone knows the audacious imposition practised 
by a certain Mazoyer upon his contemporaries, including 
Louis XIII. of France. He pretended that the bones of 
a mastodon, found in 1613 near the chateau of Chaumont 
in Dauphine were the remains of the giant Teutobochus, 
king of the Cimbri, who after having invaded Gaul, were 
conquered by Marius in the neighbourhood of Aix in 
Provence. 

All the science and discernment of Cuvier were needed 
to show in the clearest way that the pretended homo 
diluvii testis of Scheuchzer, found in 1725 in the clayey 

* Ante Jovem genitum terras habnisse feruntur 
Arcades, et luna gens prior ilia fuit. 

Ovid, Fasti, ii. vv. 280-290 
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schist of OEningen in eastern Switzerland was nothing 
but a gigantic salamander^ It is hardly worth while to 
mention the petrified horseman of the forest of Fontaine- 
bleau which led astray the imagination of lovers of the 
marvellous rather than of the truth. 

The great antiquity of the human race is at the 
present day established beyond dispute by proofs of a less 
doubtful character ; we may even say that there is a super- 
fluity of such proofs. Not to mention the well-known but 
still somewhat dubious jawbone of Moulin-Quignon, or the 
carved flints of the diluvium at Abbeville and elsewhere, 
the bones of extinct animals bearing undeniable marks of 
wounds made by man, or traces of human work ; the 
remains of our species intermixed with those of extinct 
species, in the tombs, the caves, the osseous breccia, and 
the lava of ancient volcanoes, or accompanied with the 
vestiges of a very primitive industry ; the total and pro- 
longed ignorance of the use of metals ; the changes which 
have taken place in the conformation of the earth’s sur- 
face since the first appearance, of man ; there are certainly 
more proofs than are necessary to convince even those 
who close their ears most obstinately to the accents of 
truth. To these proofs we have nevertheless added others 
drawn from traditions, monuments, the degree of civilisa- 
tion attained by the nations who constructed them, even 
from historical chronology, though the time which has 
elapsed since the earliest dawn of history is but an instant 
compared with eternity. For what are the 7,000 years 
which have elapsed since the foundation of Thebes with 
its hundred gates ? What are the 5,000 or, at most, 
6,000 years admitted by archaeologists as the age of the 
pyramids and the statues of Schafra and Ea-em-ke ? Of 
what account even are the sixty-six centuries attributed to 
the great pyramid of Sakkara ? All these dates, supposing 
them to be accurate and established by proof, are nothing 

* ScheTichzer, at once a naturalist and a theologian, accompanies 
Jiis description with the following pious exhortation : — 

* Betriibtes Beingeiiist von einem alten Sunder, 

Erwache, Stein, das Herz der neuen Bosheitskinder/ 
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in comparison to tlie geological ages during which European 
man left the traces of his dawning industry and even his 
own remains which we find in the diluvium of the caves 
and valleys, perhaps even in the pleiocene and meiocene 
strata of the tertiary beds. 

However, we are far from reposing bhnd faith in those 
rash or at least premature calculations, by means of which 
certain geologists would determine in more or less plau- 
sible figures the date of the first appearance of man on the 
earth or the respective durations of the ages through 
which he passed in Europe as he gradually emerged from 
a state of complete barbarism to the advanced civilisation 
he has now attained. 

Since, as the most distinguished among our learned 
men avow, science is as yet unable to determine the pre- 
cise dates of events which took place in the earliest times 
of Egyptian history, since they tell us that fifty years ago 
not a word of this history was known,^ it is rash to en- 
deavour to reconstruct as a whole the early archives of 
the human race, and to believe that we possess all the 
records indispensable to the execution of so difficult and 
so gigantic a work. 

It matters little whether man has inhabited the earth 
for 100,000 years, as a well-known geologist maintains, or 
for as many centuries, as others are inclined to think. 
But from the results of our researches, and from discoveries 
whose authenticity has been proved by the strictest exami- 
nation, we can now draw conclusions of immense value, 
and of which the certainty can no longer be denied. 

From the country now known as Picardy, the ancient 
inhabitant of Abbeville or Amiens could pass into Great 

^ In making soundings in the slimy soil of the Nile vaUey, two baked 
bricks were discovered, one at a depth of twenty, the other of twenty- 
four yards. If we estimate the thickness of the annual deposit formed 
by the river at eight inches a century, we must assign to the first of 
these bricks an age of 12,000 years, and to the second that of 14,000. 
By means of analogous calculations, Burmeister supposes seventy- two 
thousand years to have elapsed since the first appearance of man upon the 
soil of Egypt, and Draper attributes to the European man who witnessed 
the last glacial epoch an antiquity of more than 250,000 years. 
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Britain without crossing the Channel. The British Isles 
were uniLed to Gaul by an isthmus which has been since 
submerged. The level of the Baltic and of the North 
Sea was 400 feet higher than it is at the present day. 
The valley of the Somme was not hollowed to the depth 
it has now attained ; Sicily was joined to Africa, Barbary 
to Spain. Carthage, the pyramids of Egypt, the palaces 
of Uxmal and Palenque were not yet in existence, and the 
bold navigators of Tyre and of Sidon who at a later date 
were to ur iertake their perilous voyages along the coasts 
of Africa, were yet unborn. What we know with certainty 
is that European man was contemporaneous with the 
extinct species of the quaternary epoch {el&phas jprimi- 
genius y rhinoceros tichorhinus, ursus spelceios^ felis 
spelcea, &c.), that he witnessed the upheaval of the Alps 
and the extension of the glaciers, in a word, that he lived 
for thousands of years before the dawn of the remotest 
historical traditions. 

It is even possible that man was the contemporary of 
extinct mammalia of species yet more ancient than those 
just mentioned, that is of the elephas meridionalis of the 
sands of Saint Brest, or at the least of the elephas anti- 
quus, assumed to be prior to the elephas primigeniuSy 
since their bones are found in company with carved flints 
in several English caves, associated with those of the rhi- 
noceros hcemitechus and even of the Tnachairodus latidens, 
which is of still earlier date. 

M. Ed. Lartet is also of opinion that there is nothing 
really impossible in the existence of man as early as the 
tertiary period. The incisions observed upon the bones 
of the elephas meridionalis by M. Desnoyers, perhaps 
even those remarked by the Abbe Bourgeois upon the 
carved flints of la Beauce, tend to this conclusion. But 
in the absence of more numerous facts and of more deci- 
sive proofs we are forced to suspend our judgment until 
we are more fully informed. Let us give a few moments’ 
attention to the words of an extremely orthodox savant, 
M. F. Lenormanfc, a sincere Catholic. He says : ^ But it 
will be doubtless objected to by some people, alarmed at 
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the audacity of these assertions to which the public is not 
yet accustomed, and which are nevertheless regarded as 
indisputable by men of science : “ How can you make 
your Egyptian dates agree with the Bible, with the 4,004 
years which the Scriptures assign as the lapse of time 
between the creation of man and the coming of Christ, 
with the 2,348 only which they count between the deluge 
and the Incarnation?” Many people would reject as 
valueless the authority of Moses in reply to such a ques- 
tion. I am not of the number. A Catholic, profoundly 
convinced of the truth of all that my religion teaches, I 
respect the Holy Scriptures, I bow to their authority, 
and I believe in the divine inspiration which dictated 
them. But many things which do not really belong to 
them are attributed by commentators to the Scriptures, 
and chronology is of the number. I do not consider 
myself in any way bound to accept it as an article of 
faith, and when I meet with positive facts which refute 
it, I prefer the facts to the most ingenious systems of 
commentators. One of the most eminent learned men 
of the present century, and at the same time a sincere 
Christian, Sylvestre de Sacy, used to say, “ People perplex 
their minds about Biblical chronology, and the discrepancy 
which exists between it and the discoveries of modern 
science. They are greatly in error, for there is no Biblical 
chronology.” Nothing can be truer, and Catholics as well 
as their opponents should always bear this in mind when 
they are occupied with the study of the early history of 
humanity. For chronology can only exist where the ne- 
cessary elements occur, when we are in possession of 
records which control the accuracy of the figures trans- 
mitted by the chroniclers, and, above all, when we know 
the measure of time in use among the people whose 
annals we seek to reconstruct. It is no use, therefore, to 
seek in the Scriptures that which they cannot contain, 
a fixed and certain chronology.’ (Franpois Lenormant, 
^L’Egypte,’ p. 61.) 

We repeat the statement we made at the beginning of 
this book : — ‘ Science is bound to no philosophy — ^to no 
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n^igion. Is tliere a Protestant- geometry, pliysics and 
physiology, and another C'atholic? ’ ’ 

We may add, moreover, to tlie lionour of our century 
that the Catholic Church itstdf, so long and so bitterly 
hostile to the discoveries of profane science, confirms 
them at the present day by the voice and the labours of 
her most cultivated and enlightened ministers. 

A learned abbe, professor at the Sorbonne, asserts 
categorically that prehistoric arclncology and palaeontology 
may, without running counter to tlie Scriptures, discover 
in the tertiary beds and in th(.)se of the early part of the 
quaternary period the traces of pre-Adamites, Since it 
disregards all creations anterior to the last deluge but one 
( that which produced the diluvium, according to the abbe), 
Pible revelation leaves us free to admit tlie existence of 
man in the grey diluvium, in pleiocene and even in eocene 
strata. On the other hand, liowever, geologists axe not 
all agreed in regarding the men who inhabited the globe 
in these primitive ages as our ancestors.’ (L’Abbe Fabre, 
^ Les origines de laterre et do Thomme,’ p. 454.) M. Fabre 
will I hope permit me to differ from him on this last point. 

The Abbe Bourgeois, whose courage and perseverance 
has been recognised by M. Broca, president at the Con- 
gress of the Anthropological Sciences, has laboured daring 
eleven years in the search for proofs of the existence of 
man during the meiocene epoch. Although an early death 
cut short his labours before he was able to see the definite 
triumph of his theory, rash in appearance, but nevertheless 
strictly logical, he was at least, says M. Broca, ^ a rare and 
noble example of a deeply religious mind, whose faith is 
sufficiently firm to have nothing to fear from scientific 
truth.’ (Speech at the opening of the Congress of the 
Anthropological Sciences, Paris, August 16, 1878.) 

Lastly, the Abbe Brasseur de Bourbourg, doing homage 
also to scientific truth, expresses himself as follows on 
the subject of the old traditions of the New World;— 
If I am to believe the records which I have been so 
fortunate as to discover, there are dates which allude to 
ancient convulsions of nature in these regions, to deluges 
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CHAPTEE I. 

JJOMJESTIG LIFK 

I. THE OBIG-Iisr OE THE USE OF FIRE. 

FirEj the common source of heat, light, and life, the active 
agent in numberless industries, and above all in the work- 
ing of metals, is beyond question one of the most precious 
conquests which man has made from nature. Its discovery 
was more than a benefit ; it was a giant stride forward 
in the path of civilisation. With the use of fire society 
arose, family life and all the sacred joys of the domestic 
hearth ; art and industry were born, with all the wonders 
which they have produced and are daily producing. Hence 
it is easy to understand that fire has been and still is 
among a great many nations the object of a social worship 
(the priests of Baal, the Brahmins of India, the vestal 
virgins, the priestesses of the sun in Peru, are a few 
examples among many), and that it has often figured in 
the religious and funeral rites of nations remote from each 
other both in time and space ; for example, the Chaldeans, 
Hebrews, Greeks, Eomans, Hindus, Peruvians, Mexicans, 
&c. But how and at what epoch did man arrive at this 
great discovery, without which it is difficult to conceive 
the possibility of his various arts, nay of his very exist- 
ence ? Did he steal fire from heaven, as the Indian and 
Hellenic myths tell us ; or, as other legends say, did he 
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turn to account the spontaneous burning of the forests, 
the rubbing of two dry branches violently agitated by the 
wind ; /or, lastly, did he from the very beginning endeavour 
to find one of those simple and practical means employed 
at tbe present day by certain savage or half-civilised 
tribes to procure themselves the fire necessary to dailv 
life;? 

jin spite of a number of contrary assertions, however 
fariwe go back in the history of man we always find him 
in jpossession of fire. The fable of Prometheus, who went 
to iseek it on Olympus itself, is no other than the Vedic 
my/th which represents the god Agni^ or the celestial fire, 
in Latin Ignis^ as hidden in a casket whence Matarickvan 
forfced him to come forth, and presented him to Manou the 
ndstman, or to Brighu the brilliant^ father of the priestly 
'"^ily of that name. 

The name of Prometheus himself is of Yedic origin, 
id recalls the process employed by the ancient Brahmins 
[o obtam the sacred fire. They used for this purpose a 
tick which they called matha or pramatka, the prefix 
pm adding the idea of robbing by force to that contained 
. rnojihcL of the verb mathaTni or manthnami^ 

I f P^^^^^'^Nby friction. Prometheus is he who discovers 
hiding place and communicates it 
Prfimathyus, he who hoUows 

+ J.I, n 1 ^® ^ from the Hindu Pra- 

fieaye^^to 

fieaven to todle the spax,^.]j 

I cord roUed round the uppef 

imparted to it a rotato^^ moS f 

^ • I ■ on alternately from left 


stick was turned 


to right, and from right to left. 

in a little hollow formed at the ^ - 

two pieces of wood placed one above; of intersectzon of 

of a cross, and of which the eztreiniti4^-tL®?T 

were firmly fixed by four bronze nails. V/ 

.W OAO, 
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was called Swastika.'^ The father of the sacred 
the name of Twastri^ that is, the divine carpent^ 
made the Swastika^ and the Pramantha whose i 
produced the divine child Agn% in Latin Ignis, 
mother was named Maya. He himself was styled . 
{anointed^ Xpca-ros) after the priests had poured upon 
head the spirituous SdTna, and on his body butter puri 
by sacrifice. 

In his interesting work upon the origin of fire Q 
Herabkunft des Feuers ’) Adalbert Kiihn always design? 
the and this other similar sign by the namt 
araniy and he considers them both as the princ 
religious symbols of our Aryan ancestors. He adds : ‘ 1 
process of kindling fire naturally led man to the idea 
sexual reproduction. This is what we see in a hymn 
the Eigveda where the Pramantha evidently represents t 
male, and in which the dimensions of the Ammand of . 
various parts are accurately given and the exact sp 
indicated on which the pramantha should be placed i 
order to obtain the desired result.’ 


The legend of which we have just spoken re curs ? 
the Zend-Avesta^ or sacred book of the Persianj^^Miaii 
the Yedic hymns of Hindustan, under its do^M^^e form a 
once material and metaphysical. But the a^ors of thest 
hymns bear witness that this same legm/^ad long befori 
their time been symbolised in a gre/^ational worship 
whose founder, Rhibu^ is none other Orpheus himself 
This tradition, common to the (^ks, Hindus, and Per- 
sians, carries us back to those earj^'^^^^s when the branches 


in these two forms, or juscozooes or terra-cotta discs 

found in such abundance under the ruins of an- 
cient Troy. Hence the nai^,.® that the Trojans were of 

. Aryan race. See Heinricjf^jn./— T^^anisoJie AUeQ-tliumer, and 
Bumouf, La p^ose resemblance which 

great dlj? between certain cetf , worship of A^ni and certain 
the nOSSi?t the Catholic reli^- • ^ . be explained, at least to a certain 

tne POSSL ^ “/lie condition of AUta or 
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of ibis yet imdividoil stoL-k still wandered on the banks of 
the Oxus. 

In his ‘ Researches on the Early History of IMankind,’ 
Tvlor gives vahurble details respecting the invention of 
tire, and. the various moans employed in every age to pro- 
imro it. The primitive method seems to have been, in his 
opinion, the friction of twf) pieces of dry wood one against 
the other; but this process improved with the lapse of 
time, and in proportion to the (h'gree of ingenuity of the 



peoples hy whom it was adopted. Thus in the first place 
thi'. friction was prodiu‘ed by means of a stick moved 
rapidly hackwarils and forwards upon a pi('ce of soft dry 
wood placed upon thi' ground. This in(‘thod is employed 
hy the savages of Tahiti, New Z(>aland, the Sandwich 
Islands, Timor, Ac. This process is named ftfich and 
tjroDre ( sei' fig. (55) by Tylor, as oppo-sed to the, /ire drill 
whi(>h is far mon' generally used (figs. 6G, 07, and 68.) In 
its simplest form the fire drill consists of a stick of which 
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one end is placed in a cavity IioHowchI in a pieet^ of dry 
wood ; it is turned rapidly between the two liands, which 



exercise upon it at the 
same time a powtu’fui 
vertical pressure. This 
implement recurs not 
only in Australia, Su- 
imitra, the Caroline 
Islands, and Kamts- 
chatka, hut even in 
China, SoutluTU Africa, 
and the two Amtuicas. 
It was used by the an- 


Frcr. 67 . Anctkxt Mexican^ kind- cient jMexicaus ( GTh 

LING A FIRE BY MEANS OF THE J 

FIRE DRILL. (From an ancient; Stlli ^tmpiojed 

Mexican painting, reproduced in among the Yenadis tli 
outline by Tylor.) 

savage Veddas of Ceylon, and the Gauelios of South Anieric 


(fig. 68.) 

It was a further advance when the stick used t( 



Flu. 68. Another kind of kirk 

DRILL USED BY THE GaIR’HOS, A 
HALF SAVAGE PASTORAL l*EOIM.K', 


kindle the tire wa . 
made to turn upon, 
itself by a cord oi‘ 
leathern thong wmmd 
round it, and of whicl: 
the two ends were 
alternately pulled in^ 
opposite directions. 
This is the instru- 
ment described in the 
Veddas, and still em- 
ployed by the Brah- 
mins of the present 
day to kindle the 


IMHAMTANXS OF TUK I'AMl'AS OF CO«r(w1 firo W,.,- .,s 

Amkkica. „ , . ^ ^ 

Tylor points out, in 
religious ceremonies fire is very frequently obtained by 
antique methods in preference to the simpler means in- 
vented by modern art. Thus the sacred fire allowed to dio 
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out by the vestal virgins was rekindled by means of a 
burning glass. A similar means was employed by the an- 
cient priests of Peru to light the tire for sacrifices. It is 
one of those pious customs hy which men are shown that 
they revere the memory of their remotest ancestors. 

An instrument somewhat n^sembling that used by the 
Hindu Brahmins is employed at the present day amon<r 
the Esquimaux and the inhabitants of tlu^ Aleutian Isk^ 
(tig. 69.) It consists of a stick of whicli one end is 
supported by a piece of wood fixed between the teeth, and 



Fig, 00 . EheciMArx i.KarriNG a vuik means of 

THE TnoN<; IHUEL. 


the other rests in a little hollow made in another piece of 
dry wood ; it is put in motion by means of a thong twisted 
twice round the upright stick, and which the two hands 
draw alternately to the right and to the left. Slight 
modifications introduced into the construction of the fire 
drill, and the ingenuity of different tribes, have produced 
various instruments destined to tlie same purpose. Such, 
for instjinee, are the how drill, moved hy means of a bow, 
which resembles the modem drill; and the jmvip drill, 
employed both for the production of fire, and for boring 
holes in wood, stone, or metal (figs. 70 and 71.) 

0 
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Among other metlKuls of obtaining fire, or at 
sparks, we may mention in passing, the striking ot two 
Hints against each other, or of one Hint against a piece of 
steel or iron pyrites ; the sliock of two pieet's of Itanilioo, 
a means employed in China ; the compression of air in a 
wooden or ivory tube, a Malay process, i.'tc. &c. 

The dried parenchyma of the touchwood tree, the 
frayed bark of the cedar,* dried leaves, cliarred vegtdahle 
fibre, &e., are the combustible materials usually employed 
for the reception of the spark obtained by percussion. 



Does there exist, has there ever existed, a pt'ople to 
whom the use of fire, or of the manner of producing it, 
was completely unknown? A comsiderable number of 
authors incline to this opinion. It has bc<m said, for 
instance, that the inhabitants of Tasmania acquainted 
with fire and make use of it, but that they are ignorant 
of the means of producing it. Hence it i.s the special 

' The bark of the cedar ravelled and dried is, aocordinR to Taul 
Kane, the substance employed by the Chinooks of the rivfjr Columbia 
to catch ihe^sparks produced by means of a round stick turned by both 
hands in a hdktpv made in the middle of a plank of cedar wood. 


FABLED ORIGIN OF FIRE. 


195 


pro\n[nce of thoir wives to bear torches, burning night and 
day, which serve to guide the steps of the tribe through 
the bush. Should the torch go out, a journey sometimes 
of considerable length is undertaken in order to rekindle 
it at the tire of another tribe. Each family nearly always 
carries a cone of the banksia, whose slow combustion, like 
that of the touchwood, is calculated to fulfil the desired 
purpose. 

A further proof that the Australians themselves are 
not so ignorant of tlie use of fire as certain authors 
imagine or assert, is found in a legend relating to its 
origin. We borrow the account of this fable from Wilson, 
who, in his work upon Prehistoric Man, has devoted a 
most interesting chapter to the question now before us : — 
long, long time ago, a little bandicoot, a small 
.sharp-nosed animal, not unlike the guinea-pig, was the 
Ufie owner of a firebrand, which he cherished with the 
^rgreatest jealousy. So selfish was he in the use of his 
(prize, that he obstinately refused to share it with the other 
! animals. So they held a general council, when it was 
/decided that the fire must be obtained from the bandicoot 
I either by force or strategy. The hawk and pigeon were 
I deputed to carry out this resolution ; and after vainly 
i trying to induce the fire-owner to share its blessings with 
ihivS neighbours, the pigeon, seizing as he thought an 
! unguarded moment, made a dash to obtain the prize. The 
' bandicoot stiw that affairs had come to a crisis, and, in 
desperation, threw the fire towards the river, there to 
quench it for ever. But, fortunately for the black man, 
the sharp-eyed hawk was hovering near, and seeing the 
fire falling into the water, with a stroke of his wing he 
knocked the brand far over the stream into the long dry 
grass of the opposite bank, which immediately ignited, 
and the flames spread over the face of the country. The 
black man then felt the fire, and said it was good.’ 

Was prehistoric man in possession of fire ? According 
to the Abbe Bourgeois, man was acquainted with the 
use of fire from the meiocene epoch. This assertion is 
founded upon his discovery in the sand beds near Orleans 
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of a stony fragment of an artifioial comipnsife intermixed 
with carbon, and lying among bones of the mastodoit and 
dinotkerium. It is further supported by the cracked 
flints found by the same savant in the neighbourhood of 
Thenay, not far from the shores of the lake of Beaut‘e. 
These flints bear, it seems, unmistakeable traces of tht‘ 
action of fire, but this may have been the cfieet of light- 
ning. If it were not so, where are the aslies and the 
cinders which would natumlly accompany these flints if 
they had really been exposed to the action of the fire of 
a hearth? Where is the hearth itself ? The li^Tpothesis 
of the Abbe Bourgeois may be correct, but, in my opinion 
at least, it is anything but proved. 

But if the existence of tire as early as the meioc(‘m^ 
epoch is open to doubt, it cannot be denied that the use 
of this element was Icnown to the earli('st quaternary 
man. Numerous hearths, ashes, cinch ‘rs, bones partly or 
entirely carbonised, fragments of rude pottery blackened 
by smoke, &c., have been found in caves belonging to thci 
age of the cave bear, the reindeer, and of polishcMl stone, 
and they thereby show that the inhabitants of these 
caverns were accustomed to cook their food, and thus to 
render digestion easier and more complete. 

With fire prehistoric man burnt the bodies of the dead, 
hollowed his canoes, and preserved from a too rapid dectiy 
the stakes which formed the platform on which he built 
his lake dwellings. ^ Not only did the inhabitant of the 
caves and lake dwellings know how to cook his food and 
warm his dwelling, but he was also acquainted with several 
methods of lighting it at night. A piece of charred resin- 
ous wcDod, which was probably used for this purpose, was 
found in Lake, Fimon. In the same way that tlie mo(h*rn 
Esquimaux Tights his snow hut by means of lamps ft*d 
with the oil of the seal or the whale, the Danes of the 
kitchen middens employed a wick of moss, one end of 
which was buried in the stomach of a great penguin {ulcci 
impennis), which is laden with fat. ’ 

In the age of the lake dwellings, silex or quartz and 
iron pyrites were used to procure fire by striking one of 
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these two substances against the other ; this fact is at 
tested by discoveries made in the Swiss lakes at Meiien, 
Mooseedorf, Wangen, and Eobenhausen of pieces of tinder 
from the bark of the touchwood tree. ^Moreover, i\DL 
Kd. T^artet and Christy hold that the circular or quad- 
rangular blocks of granite with a hollow in the middle, 
which they fanul in the bone caves of Perigord, were used 
as a means of pruioiring lire by making a wooden stick 
revolve rapitily in the central cavity after the manner of 
the priests of Prahmiu 

\Ve an* lirinly convinced, we repeat once more, that fire 
was very (‘arly known to man, since it is almost impossible 
to conceive liow he can have existed without it. Hence 
‘ who can imagine the joy, the delight, the radiant exulta- 
tion of that man among our unknown ancestors who first 
pn*sented in triumph to the astonished eyes of the be- 
wildered tribe the smoking staff* from which he had suc- 
cee(h*d in producing a flame?’ (Albert Reville, ^ Eovue 
des Deux M<nKles,’ 1862.) 

, Fire. presidi*(l at the birth of nearly every art, or 
quickt‘nc*d its progress. Tlui working in metals, archi- 
tecture, ki‘ramie, art, agrietdture, navigation, commerce, 
industry, are all carried on by means oi its life-giving 
tlame. " It has playml and still plays an important part in 
the religious (‘twemonit‘s and funereal rites of all peoples, 
savage or civilist*cL Ihit on the other hand, as though 
fate Wdained that evil must always accompany good, fire 
destnn-s more rapidly than it creates by forging those 
terrible engines, tliose instruments of death, by whose 
means the tiow<*r of nations is laid low on the battle-field. 

. I5utlet us forget thti ills it catises,and remember only 
its benefits. These have bet*n enumerated by Wilson in 
an eloqmmt pagiq which will serve as an apt and natural 
conclusion to this chapter on the history of fire : — 

‘ The iron ore lay a dark, unsightly, and inert mass ; 
and abaigsidc of it/ in contemporaneous strata, the fir^' 
I'leat of c*enturi(\s, buried in forgotten eras of geologies.* 
time, had been compacted into vegetable coal. And 
fire was accomplish its triumphs, and make the g 
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levels and grand river-courses of the New World the 
scenes of a revolution unequalled since time itself was 
bom. Coal and iron are we^lded togeth(*r. Tim new 
forgers of the thunderbolts toil in the roaring forges of 
Birmingham, Glasgow, ‘Wolverhampton, and Woolwich. 
Watt, Arkwright, Brunei, Stephenson, arc the Tubal- 
Cains and Wayland Smiths of our modern age. The 
Atlantic is bridged by their ocean steamers ; ami, where 
the genius of Europe’s solitary believer in a Far West 
guided the caravels of Spain through the dread mysteries 
of the ocean to another world, the merchant navit's of 
the nations speed, defiant of wind and waves, proptdled 
by new powers that slumbered, abiding their waking time, 
in that tiny spark lit by the forest-Prometkeus. Ttmded 
by this willing slave, mechanical skill plies unwearied its 
great task. The work of old centuries is outsped in single 
years. Everywhere, and in all shapes, the new dcA’elop- 
ments of this primitive element of science startle us with 
their novel and eshaustless powers, Northwartl, south- 
ward, and far into the wilds on the western horizon of 
civilisation, run the new iron highways, rush the iron 
horses, snorting and shrieking as they hastt^n onward to 
the Pacific, and pant till, with the 0(‘eun steamships of 
commerce, they shall engirdle the world,’ 

II. POOD AND COOKING. 

Exposed to the hardships of an inclenumt climate, es- 
pecially at the epoch of the great extension of the glaciers 
which at one time covered all our mountains, a prey to all 
the privations of a rude and precarious life, forced to de- 
fend himself against wild beasts, often of gigantic sizt^ 
which surrounded him on all sides, the first preoccupation 
of quaternary man was to provide himself with food and 
clothing by means of fishing and hunting, and to manu- 
facture weapons and tools to assure his existence, and that 
of his family. 

Frugivorous by instinct, ^ that is by reason of the con- 

Sucli is the opinion held by Flonrcns, SchaafiEbansen, and Milne- 
iron rds, and it is also our own, 
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formation of his digestive organs and his dental system, 
in which respect he is nearly allied to the apes, which are 
nearly all fruit-eating animals in their natural state,^ man 
soon became omnivorous from necessity, and his stomach 
readily adapted itself to every kind of food. Now, how- 
ever, our delicacy revolts at the idea that the Austra- 
lians think nothing more delicious than to gorge them- 
selves with huge morsels of putrefying whalers flesh. We 
can hardly believe, and yet it is true, that the Esquimaux 
drink the oil of the seal and the cachalot, that the Chinese 
take pleasure in eating dogs, cats, rats, toads, the larvos and 
chrysalides of silkworms, Lastly, we are ready to rise 
in revolt when philanthropists, exempt from prejudice, 
propose to estabhsh in our large towns slaughter-houses 
where horseflesh should be sold cheap, to the great advan- 
tage of public alimentation. 

The Gauls and Franks were certainly more reasonable 
(and less dainty than we are in this respect. Without 
i going back so far into the past, we are told that not only 
^ the flesh of the horse but even that of the beaver appeared 
' in the tenth and the beginning of the eleventh centuries 
on the table of the monks of Saint Gall. It is not sur- 
prising that the flesh of the noblest of mammalia was used 
as food by the men of Aurignac and Solutre, to mention 
only two examples among many. The flesh of the bear, 
the mammoth, and the rhinoceros figure also with honour 
in the bill of fare of our earliest ancestors. 

The urus, the aurochs, bos primigenius^ cervus mega- 
ceros^ the reindeer, and at a later period the wild goat, 
the sheep, the wild boar, and the pig served them as daily 
food. They did not disdain to eat the flesh of the dog, 
nor even of the fox, in spite of its disgusting smell. On 
the other hand, like the followers of Zoroaster, the ancient 
Scandinavians, the Britons of Csesar, the Jews, Russians, 

* Savage tells us the chimpanzees reared in captivity refuse meat at 
first, but soon take to it. I myself saw in a travelling menagerie a 
macaco which had become almost exclusively carnivorous. However, 
there is nothing more astonishing in this fact than that captive eagles 
will eat bread, pigeons meat, rabbits coagulated blood, and that Icelaudici 
cows feed upon (fried salt fish. 
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find Jjapps, actuated probably by motives of superstition, 
abstained from the tiesh of hare, iSueh at least is the 
opinion of M. Ed. Lartt‘l.' 

We now know with certainty that marrow was at this 
same epoch a much prized dainty, as it is at tlu‘ prt^sent 
day among the hlsquimaux, thi^ UreenlaiuU‘rs, and the 
Lapps. In this fact lies the explanati<ni of the fragmtmtary 
condition of the bones of animals aiui even of the human 
species, which occur in the bone caves, the tumuli, the 
kitchen middens, &e. Yai'ious spei‘i<'s of acjuatie and 
land birds; in Denmark tlu^ blackcock, which has long ht^en 
extinct in that country; the wild swan, the great penguin, 
now restricted to Greenland, tish (hta-rings, dabs, &<*.), 
several molluscs, especially oystt*rs in abundance, mussels, 
queens, whelks, and snails, were also cousidonible items in 
the diet of quaternary man. Lastly, the milk of tln^ docks, 
and cheese were added, especially among the inhabitants 
of the lake cities, to tlie diet ohtaine<l from the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms. 

At first the flesh of animals was eatcm raw, but once 
possessed of fire man could cook his food and tlms render 
it easier of digestion, and evtm make ns<‘ of a numbt‘r of 
animal and vegetable substances unsuitcd for food unless 
cooked. Besides, everywhere and at a ver}’* (‘arly dat(^ 
primitive man was forced to obtw tht‘ laws of custom and 
of climate, and to content himself with such nourishment 
as nature provided for him ; tlms we know of lutos-eating, 
fish-eating, earth-eating tribes. Often even In^ was c>bligt*(i 
to destroy his fellow-men and feed npim tludr (quivering 
flesh, a custom which still prevails among the aborigines 
t.'f New Zealand, Australia, &c. 

^ In one of the cavc's of Thaynj^on, that of Kcssorloch, near SchafT- 
iiausen, besides a quantity of the bi»nes of the reindeer an<l of other 
animals, a number of tliosc of the Iiaro were found {Lepns timidity, 
Linnifius). Now the bones of this animal are so rare in the ossiferous 
caves explored by M. Ed. Lariet, that the eminent, paljeontolo^fst had 
been led to believe that the early inhabitant s of Kurope fil>st<'iined, 
either out of superstition or from an invincible r<ipnp;nanee, from (‘atiny 
the hesh of this rodent. The discovery made in the cave of Kessurloch 
throws a doubt upon this theory, 
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The dwellers in caves, the Danes of the kitchen mid- 
dens, and even the inhabitants of the earliest lake cities 
of the age of the mammoth and the cave bear, were not 
ac’quainted with any of the cereals nor with the mode of 
cultivating them. 

But Eobenhaustm and ^Yangen have furnished not only 
the cereals of which a list has been already given, but also 
*a number of spcciincus of the bread which was made from 
them. This bread, which was baked between two red-hot 
stones, is found in the form of little circular cakes, four or 
five inches in diameter by an iindi or an inch and a quarter 
thick. A whole cake made from the seeds of the garden 
poppy, reduced to a cinder, has also been found. . The 
bread of the lake cities was unleavened, and often contains 
grains entire or liardly bruised by the handmill in which 
they were ground or rather crushed, exactly as in the days 
of Odysseus, king of Ithaca, when unhappy female slaves 
, crushed the wheat destined for the f<jod of the chaste 
Penelope and her hfty suitors. A complete handmill of the 
neolithic age was shown at the Paris Exhibition of 1867. 
We reproduce here a specimen from the same period (fig. 
72) as rudimentary as possible. It is in the form of a 
trough, and still contains the cylindrical pestle destined to 
crush the grain. Lastly, M. Devals discovered some acorns 
mixtHl witlx chestnuts in the dwellings of the troglodytes 
of Nouh?t, near Montauban. 

I\L Ed. Dupont had suggested that some small tribes 
among the primitive populations of Belgium lived ex- 
cdusively upon moles and shrewmice, or at least thatthevse 
animals formed their principal diet. But Steenstrup 
has proved that the immense quantity of the bones of 
these rodents found in cert^iin caves of Belgium are the 
remains of the food of nocturnal birds of prey, notably of 
the barn owl fitmmea)} 

Lund was the first to observe similar phenomena in 


^ See in tiio Videmhihelhjp MeddeleUer fra den natnrh. Forenwg i 
KJohenhavn, 1872, Steenstrup’s paper, entitled, ‘ On the nnirks npon the 
binics eontnined in the pelh*ts rejected by birds of prey, and on the im- 
portance of these marks to geolo^jy and archieology.’ 
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several Brazilian caves, and he had also attributed ihem to 
their true cause, that is, the residue of their food thrown 
up in the form of pellets by birds of prey. 

It is probable, not to say certain, that the use of soa 
salt as a seasoning was very early known amongst primitive 
races. This custom is moreover founded upon a law of 
nature so imperious, that even animals, at least domestii^ 
cattle, cannot be completely deprived of it with impunity: 
The use of salt, on the other hand, favours their growtli, 
renders the secretion of milk more copious, the miik itself 



Fi©. 72. Neolithic mill, ih the foem of a thouch, founl with i ts 
FESTLE AT Ty-Mawr (Holyheah). (After Evans,) 

more nourishing, the flesh better and easier of digestion, 
and the wool of the sheep finer and more fleecy. Htja salt 
appears to be also necessary to man. In countries "where 
it is rare, it is used instead of coin as a medium of ex- 
change. Among the Gallas and the savages of the Gold 
Coast, Liebig asserts that one and even two slaves won' 
given in exchange for a handful of salt. 

Primitive man was thus enabled to obtain this season- 
“S' by barter, as he obtained Mediterranean and ocean 
shells for the adornment of his headdress, his person, or 
his clothing. It appears that the ancient inhabitants of 
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Penmark procured this substance by burning the Zostera 
marina^ which abounds upon the coasts of the Baltic, and 
sprinkling sea water upon the ashes. 

MM. Lartet and Christy found in the caves of Pcudgord 
a kind of spatula or spoon, made of reindeer horn, with a 
conical handle elegantly carved, and widened and hollowed 
at the other end for the purpose of extracting the marrow 
from bones (fig. 73). There is but a i^tep from this in- 
strument to the use of spoons properly so called. As far 
as 1 know, however, none of the latter have ever been 
discovered in the bone caves of the stone ages.^ 

We Inive already said that frequently meat and other 
aliments were eat en without having been previously cooked, 
but often also they w'cre roasted upon red-hot coals. The 
numerous hearths found in the eaves and the half-charred 



FiG. 73. Makhow srooN ok tiik cavks ok Peiugord. (After Ed. Lartet 
and Christy.) 


bones bear witncvss to the foct. But it is an open question 
whether or no mankind during the ages previous to Wui 
invention of pottery knew how to obtain boiling water for 
culinary purposes. 

Before coming into contact with Europeans the in- 
habitants of Tahiti had no conception of boiling water, or 
of water in the condition of steam. If we may rely upon 
the accounts of the most trustworthy travellers, among 
others, Cook and Kotzebue, who all attest that the means 
used by us for obtaining boiling waiter are now or were 

1 TIic iiiliabicants of the island of Timor make spoons out of frag- 
ments of the shell of a species of nautilus (the /lautUvs 2 >(>^np(livs of 
Linnanis). I have in my po.ssession one of these spoons brought from 
New Caledonia, and which is simply a division of the polythalamous 
shell of this animal. I luive also in niy collection a valve of the 
vujfilm perforated near the hinge to allow of the 

passage of a string made from vegetable fibre. The New Caledonians 
are said to carry this shell suspended from the girdle, and to use it as a 
plate. 
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until lately unknown to a numluT of in all parts of 

the globe, we have good grounds for returning a. iH‘gative 
answer to the above question. iIort‘ovoi% tho <*onipl{^te 
absence of earthenware vessels throngliout tli«‘ (earlier 
stone period seems to eonfinn this opinion. It is avtawt^i, 
however, that many savage tribes, and even sonn^ in a fairly 
advanced state of eivilisatioiu proeunnl boiling wat(‘r by 
dropping red-hot stones into water coutaint^J in vessels of 
potstone, wood, bark, or leather. 

The flints blackened by the action of fire foniifl beside 
the hearths in the bone cavers have perha|')s sorvt'd this 
purpose. Everything tends to show that, this eustoin was 
commonly practised before the invention of (‘lay pottery. 
The art of boiling water in (iarthenwart‘ vi‘ssels e.vposi^d 
directly to the action of tii’c is a rt‘al advanot' on the 
employment of red-liot stones for this purpose.* The 
discovery of pottery necessarily put an end to this most 
inconvenient process. 

Before the discovery of the use of metals, knives were 

’ The process known as * stone-boilinjq^/ which consists in obtaining 
boiling water by means of .stones <lir(‘ctly in tlic tin* and then 

dropped in the water, is still in u.se in our own day among a few tribes 
which Tylor describes in his interesting chapter, {'ntitled ‘ Fire, Cook- 
ing, and Vessels.’ iSce Ii*rsrarr^/V8 ifito the I^hehj ItUtonj of ^Mankvuij 
3rd edition, p. 263. We will mention on his auU’iority 

1. North American tribe, the Assiuiboinos, *■ stone boilers’ who merely 
dig a hole in the ground, tak<i a piece of the animal's raw liitbt, and 
press it down with their hands close to the sides of tie* hoh\ which 
thus becomes a sort of pot or basin. This they till with wati‘r, and 
they make a number of stones red hot in a tire cloiu* by. Th<^ meat is 
put into the water, and the stones dn>ppcd in till t ho meat is boiled. 

2. The Snake Indians, those of the tribe (.»f Slaves, J)og-rihs, vVc., 
still make, or lately made, tlieir pots of roots plaited or ratiair twinetl 
so closely that they will hold water, boiling their food in them with 
hot stones. 

.3. The Ostyaks of Siberia employ for the .same purpose veaseks of 
bark sewn together, and the pracUce ha.s bcion observed of using the 
paunch of the slaughtered beast, as a vc^ssel for co()king the blood over 
the tire, which recalls a similar method used by t.bfi ancitmt Soyths 
when other more convenient ve^seds failed thiun. The Ksfjuimaux, the 
Kamtschatkans, the Australians, the New Jitjalandcrs, several Polynesian 
tribes, and, in Europe, the Irish of the seventeenth century, and even 
the modern Finns, may also be ranked among the ‘stone boilers,’ that 
is among those tribes which are in the habit of boiling their w^ater by 
means of red-hot stones. 
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merely splinters of flint, of which a remarkable sphejmen. 
was shown in the Paris Exhibition of 1867, the ktiifeiofl- 
Pauilhac (Gers), about a foot long by three inches wide. 

As regards the mode of eating, the incisors of the 
primitive inhabitants of Switzerland, Aquitaine, Belgium, 
and Denmark prove that these people chewed their food in 
a manner completely different to ours. Their incisors, in- 
stead of being shaped like a chisel, present a flat surface 
like the molars. The explanation of this peculiarity is 
perhaps to be found in the fact that roots and coarse 
bread formed the staple diet of primitive man in the 
neolithic age. 

In the action of mastication the two jaws were placed 
one above the other in such a way that the incisors of the 
upper and lower jaws corresponded exactly and did not 
cross. It appears that the ancient Egyptians ate in this 
manner, as the modern Esquimaux and the Greenlanders 
still do. 

The primitive European races shared an advantage still 
p/.>ssessed by savage American tribes in that their teeth 
were sometimes worn away even to the root without de- 
caying. At least this has been observed to be the case 
in a great number of human jawbones discovered in the 
caves of France and Belgium. However, there are many 
exceptions to this rule. 

We must devote a few lines to the subject of fermented 
drinks. The dogwood berries found in the lake of Fimon, 
near Vardse, by M. Lioy led this naturalist to believe that 
this fruit may have been employed in the manufacture oi 
some fermented liquor. M. Gabriel de Mortillet supposes 
that raspberries and blackberries may have served the same 
purpose. If it is true that grapes have been discovered in 
the terremares of Parmesan, the vine, and consequently 
wine, were known to us at a far earlier date than the time 
of the patriarch Noah. The fruit of the blackthorn may 
have been used to make a kind of sour wine similar to that 
still drunk in Lorraine. We know that the taste of man 
for fermented liquors dates from the remotest ages. 

* The divine drink of the Hindus, called soma^ was ob- 
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taiuedby extracting the sap of the Sarcostemma viminaUj 
or the Asclepias acida. The Greeks had their ambrosia^ 
the Scandinavians their adhrceir^ the Celtiberians their 
hydromely the Germans their cervoise (the beer of modern 
times). Lastly, the nomadic Tartar tribes drink the 
kowmisy an intoxicating liquor extracted from mare’s 
milk. The Indian tribes of South America have^ the 
chicha^ a species of beer made from maize. The inhabi- 
tants of the isles of Tonga, or of the Friendly Isles, 
delight in the kava^ the sap of a kind of pepper {Piper 
methysticu'm), mixed with the saliva of those who prepare 
it. And we ourselves, the most civilised of nations, we 
burn our stomachs by introducing into them those liquors 
which at once inflame and stupefy our brains, and which 
bear the names of absinthe and brandy, more aptly termed 
by the peasants of Languedoc, aigue arden^ or burning 
water, and by the Eed firewater. 

III. OLOTHI3Sra. 

In hot countries the need of clothing yields to the 
desire of ornament: in cold climates, on the other 
hand, tliis need is real and imperious. Certain modern 
savage tribes go completely naked ; the chiefs alone wear 
a scrap of matting, or a belt coloured with bright and 
varied hues. Others, such as the inhabitants of the Mar- 
quesas Isles, content themselves with tattooing the body ; 
others again, the Andaman islanders, cover themselves 
with a coating of mud ; others, like the Hottentots, make 
belts and boots out of the uncleaned intestines of the ox 
and the sheep. The Lapps, the Samoyeds, and the Es- 
quimaux of to-day are wrapped in thick furs. This must 
have been the dress of the early inhabitants of Europe 
during the glacial period. The dwellers in caves, and 
even the inhabitants of the lake cities, used the skins of 
wild beasts, or the wool of sheep and goats, as a protection 
from cold, for the builders of the lake dwellings espe- 
cially had certainly learnt the art of domesticating these 
animals. 

The skins were fastened by pins or by buttons of baked* 
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clay or bone, and sewn, at least in the reindeer age, by 
needles, whose workmanship is truly marvellous when we 
remember that they were manufactured solely with flint 
knives and drills. Tendons split into filaments more or 
less fine, or thread made from the fibres^ of flax or from 
the bark of trees, were employed in sewing. Fragments 
of coarse tissues found at Wangen and Robenhausen pro- 
bably formed part of some garment. 

Among the articles found in the above-mentioned 
places was a piece of leather perfectly preserved, which 
proves that the primitive inhabitants of Eastern Switzer- 
land were acquainted with the first principles of tanning. 
But their mode of preparing the skins, and the ingredients 
they used in tanning, are iinknown to us, nor are we likely 
at present to be better informed on the subject. 

We are bound to say, in praise of the good sense of our 
ancestresses of the caves and lake dwellings, that nowhere 
lias any trace been found of the stays adopted by the 
civilised woman of modern times, which interfere with 
and prevent the free play of the most important organs in 
the body ; and of which the young Roman girls already 
endeavoured to justify the use by the end they desired to 
attain, that is, the slender grace of reeds. 

IV. OBISTAMElfTS AND JEWELS. 

Theophile Gautier says somewhere : ^ The ideal tor- 
ments even the rudest natures. The savage who tattoos 
his body, or plasters it with red or blue paint, who passes 
a fishbone through his nostrils, is acting in obedience to 
a confused sense of beauty. He seeks something beyond 
what actually is ; guided by an obscure notion of art, he 
endeavours to perfect his type. The taste for ornament 
distinguishes man from the brute more clearly than any 
other peculiarity ; no dog ever thought of putting rings 
into his ears, while the stupid Papuans, who eat clay and 
earthworms, manufacture these ornaments from shells 
and coloured berries.’ From the stone age onwards, and 
more especially from the age of polished stone, the list of 
ornaments is almost complete, so natural to man is the 
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t-aste for adornment, still more so perhiqis to woman, to 
whom coquetry often lends a further charm. Hut to lie 
just, it must be owned that many men are women in this 
respect, as our modern dandies sutliciently show ; also the 
ornaments of feathens, coral, shells, glass, stone, wood, 
and bone worn by savage tribes, ami even by self-styled 
civilised nations. 

In the caves, the dolmens, and the tumuli, and in the 
lake dwellings of the ante-metallic period, we tiud neck- 



Figs. 74, 75. Jet heads EorxD ix two Yoiuvsnnu-; uAituows. 
(After £van.s.) 


laces made from the teeth of the dog, the wolf, Ihe 
c'hamois, the reindeer, and even of the ox and the horse. 
Others made of discs of the shell of the queen (Gcmlitcm 
edule),'^ of various kinds of sea shells (naticciy qjprcua^ litto- 
riiia^ &C-), some of which belong to species still living at the 
time when they were perforated for the passage of the cord 
on which they were strung. Others, sxich as those found 

^ It is a fact worthy of note that the practice of making? necklaces of 
discs of the cardium was continued without interruption from the 
palaiolithic age down to the age of bronze, and perhaps even later. In 
our day the savage tribes of New Caledonia make themselves bracehns 
with perforated discs, arranged in several rows, taken from the thick 
shell of various salt-water mollusvO, 


EARLY TRINKETS. 


200 


in Perigord, had long been more or less fossilised, but 
^vere still very solid, and had been carried from the shell 
deposits of Toaraine to the districts wIktc they now lie 
{(^jpTLva pijrimiy pactit)iculus ; gly aimer is, area). But 
the finest necklaces are made of jet alone, or of jet and 
ivory (tigs. 74 and 75). 

Lastly, the Cosciaospora globuJcms, cut into discs 
in every respect similar to those found in the ruins of 
Khorsabad in Ninevcdi, entered also into the manu- 
facture of nocklaca's. The terehratidie and the ammonites 
of th(i secondary beds have been also used as ornaments. 
Amber, jet, aillais,^ flint, slate, marble, hardened clay, 
bone, wood, &cn, were adopted to make pendants both be- 
fore and after the discovery of bronze. Bracelets, rings, 
bangles,^ and buttons, of varied and graceful forms ancl 
different materials, pins and hair pins almost exactly 
similar to those now used, pendants of elegant shapes, and 
lastly, combs made of y(‘w-wood, complete the list of orna- 
ments. It is extremelj^ probable, if not certain, that 
flint arrow heads of very delicate workmanship, which 
MM. Cazalis and Cartailhac dug out of the dolmens of the 
departments of Gard and Aveyron, were only used as 
amulets or oimaments. 

As to tlje shells of living or fossil species, they were 
employed not only in thti manufacture of necklaces, brace- 
lets, and rings, but also to adorn bands for the head, oj- 
even the clothes themselves, as we saw was the case among 
the cave-dwellers of Mentone and Laugerie Basse. 

If space allowed us to speak of the various ornaments 
in use in Europe during the ages of bronze and ix'on, wo 
should find that they offer the most varied forms, tht‘ 
most graceful types, and possess the most perfect finisli 
and delicacy. At the last Prehistoric Congress hold nt 
Bidogna we were filled with surprise and admiration by 
the rich collection of the Chevalier Aria. Modern art 

‘ A kind of li^rht ^rrceu turquoise found occasionally in the dolmens 
of Morbihan, and even in those of Trovence. 

- Modern art luus been inspired from some of these models, as a 
glance at the windows of the jewellers of to-day will sufficiently show. 

F 



210 


PRIMITIVE rlVILIi^ATJON. 


^voul(l doul>tless find in it more than <nio mtxiol worths* of 
imitation: as also amoni!^ the ornaments <*xeavated fnnn 
the lakes of Switzerland, Italy, Savoy, and even fnan those 
of Gamboged 

^ In a recently published paper, ' L'ap' dc hi pkrre polie d du 
tmmzs aik Camhodtji\ I>r. Nnuiet lias represent lhI atneni^' the stone 
ornaments, lar^^e riiigs with wide tlat whieh were u«<‘d as hraeelets. 
These rings both in 8haj)e and meiusurenients, resemble thost* d<'scribt‘d 
by Dr. Marchant which weni found in sinking a wa*U near Dijon. Tiic 
same remark applies to several sntaller rings usi'd as braeelets or ear- 
rings by the primitive inhabifants of (hunlwg(\ Still smaller rings 
w'ere often used with sea sludls to make ornaments for the ears, belts, 
aud necklaces. 
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CHAPTER IL 
INDUSTRY. 

I. MBTHOBS EMPLOYED TN THE MAHHEACTUKE 
OE STOHE IMPLEMENTS. 

Thk instincts common to all humanity necessarily produce 
a similarity of results -when men are subjected to the 
same needs and placed in the same circumstances. We 
must therefore have recourse to the methods actually 
employed by modern savages in the production of their 
tools, in order to form a correct idea of the manner in 
which primitive man was aceustomed to carve flints or 
other stones.^ We give the account of the process em- 
ployed by the Red Indians of California in the manufacture 
of their stone arrow heads as observed by an eye-witness 
M. Cabot, and quoted by Sir Charles LyelL 

Seated on the ground and holding a stone amdl on his 
knees, the workman begins by brealdng in two a pebble 
obsidian by a blow with his agate chisel. Then with a 
second blow he detaches from one of the halves a fragment 
about an inch in thickness. Holding this splinter on the 
anvil between the thumb and first finger of the left hand, 
he strikes a series of blows, each of which breaks off smaller 
and smaller fragments until the weapon is reduced to the 

^ Although flint in its natural condition is extremely hard, it some- 
times, if it lies long enough in a permeable soil, undergoes so great a 
change as to permit of its being cut with a steel knife. This change in 
the hardness of certain flints is due, according to M. Muller, of Foictiers, 
to their chemical composition. They contain two kinds of silica, 
one white and insoluble by water, the other transparent like horn, and 
easily dissolved. This latter naturally disappears in consequence of the 
intiltration of water, and the white silica persists in a much divided 
state, and the molecules which enter into its composition are separate 
with ease. — Evans. 

IP 2 



212 


PRIMITIVE CIVILISxlTION. 


desired form. Such is the skill of the workniim 
about an hour is sufficient for the luamifacture of art 
obsidian arrow-head. 

According to Captain Belcher, the modern Ksipuniaux 
employ a process different to that described above, hut 
which leads to the same result. It seenns that strong ami 
well-directed pressure apjdied to the stone is sufficitmt. to 
detach splinters from it and give it the desiianl shaptn 
It appears from the account of the historian Tonpumuida, 
that the ancient Aztecs employed a similar proet‘ss. 
Mr. Evans tells us that the Mexican Indiaut^, in orclt^r to 
make their obsidian razors, wliich are nearly as sharp as 
our steel ones, lix a piece of the above-mentioned rock 
between their feet, and press it forcibly b}’ means of a 
hard wooden stake applied against the chest, and thus 
break from it fragments suited to their purpose. 

On the other hand, M. Courtes, member of the French 
Scientific Commission of Mexico, and M. Chahot, maintain 
that the Aztecs, in making their obsidian razors, begin by 
shaping the rock near the quarry whcne(i it was tak<m. 
Then after having given to it the form of a prism tt‘rmi- 
nated at one extremity by a blunt point, at the other a 
fiat surface, the workman takes this prism in the hfft hand, 
and pressing it against some resisting surface, striktvs it 
at first with light blows, gradually increasing them in force 
until at last he obtains spliut(irs as sharp as razors, and 
destined to serve the same purpose. 

For the rest, there is nothing to show that both me- 
thods, pressure and percussion, were not empliwed by the 
Aztecs, and even by the European workmen of the" <‘ar- 
liest stone age. Everything, however, leads tis to believe 
that it was principally by means of the hammer that 
the artificers of Abbeville, Perigord, and places 

fashioned their rude instruments. It is certain that by 
striking a nucleus of flint with a pebble, splinters similar 
to those found in the diluvium may be obtained with a 
little skill. Moreover, by means of a piece of elk's horn, 
or of hard wood fastened to a stick, Mr. Evans has 
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succeeded in carving these vsplinters, just as the North 
American Indians shape their Hint arrow heads. 

The instrument employed at the present day by the 
Esquimaux in tlu^ manufacture of flint weapons has received 
th(‘ namt^ of arw^r-tfaL'er. It consists of a piece of rein- 
deer horn, dovcdaik^l into a handle of wood or fossil ivory, 
and kept in place by means of leathern thongs or plaited 
ttmdons (ligs. 7() and 77), still fresh when they are bound 
on, that as"” they shrink in process of drying the fastening 
may be rendered the more secure.^ 

‘r quote this description, although I must confess to 
being unable to form from it a very clear idea of the 




Figs, 70, 77. KsQCiMAfx arhow-plakkr fiiALF NATrtiAL siz:f>), in tuk 
coGiiF.c 'TioN GK Mu. OiiuisTV. l^uclv luid Iroiit vi<^^vs. (Alter Ev 


exact manner in wdiieh the Esquimaux workman arrived at 
the desired result. 1 might say the same of most of the 
accounts given by travellers who have made a longer or 
shorter stay among the half-civilised or savage tribes 

' Tlie bench on which the arrow licads arc made is said to consist 
of a of wood, in wliich a spoon-shaped cavit,y is cut ; over this the 
flake of chert is placed, and then, by iinissing the ‘ arrow-flakor gently 
along the margin vertically, tirs* on one side and tlien on the other, ns 
one would set a saw, all ornate fragments are splintered oti-,unni tue 
ohjoct thus properly outlined presents the spear or arrow ncan. form, 
with two cutting serrated sides. — Evans, The Anci-etit btoiw Tmj)levw7itSf 
Weapons^ a>nd Ornaments of Great B^niain, p. 35, 1872. 
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whose mamiers and cnstoms they describe. Hence a 
want of precision in our ideas ; hence that uncertainty to 
which Mr. Evans himselt honestly owns, although he lias 
made a special study of the subject which now occupies 
our attention. If in spite of persoiuil experience he is 
still in doubt as to many of the processes employed by 
tribes who are still in an almost savage condition, how 
much greater is the didiculty both to him and to us when 
we endeavour to form an accurate idea of the manner in 
which primitive man carved, sawed, and perforated flints 
or any other hard stone. 

How, for instance, did the ancient inhabitants of Den- 
mark obtain the beautiful and delicately-worked daggers 
which excite the admiration of those who have had the good 
fortune to see them in the rich museum of Copenhagen ? 
How did the workmen of these primitive ages detoch 
from the flint nucleus, solely with the aid of a stone 
hammer, the long knives of Pauilhac, or the daggers of 
the cave of Duruthy ? Above all, how were they enabled 
to perforate, unaided by iron or bronze, the stone axes 
and hammers of which the hole for the handle is a 
hitherto almost unexplained enigma. We shall endeavour 
to give the clue presently. 

As to the polish, it is easy to understand and by no 
means diflScult of execution. A slab or fixed grindstone 
of more or less close-grained sandstone, water, and coarse 
sand, were all that was needed for this operation. These 
polishing stones always present grooves or circular hollows 
in which could be polished the convex surface of axes 
or gouges, and sometimes also rounded protuberances, 
which were doubtless used for the concave surface of the 
latter. 

The flint saw, whose action was quickened and ren- 
dered more energetic by some mechanical process hitherto 
little known to us, detached pieces of rock used for the 
manufacture of hammers or axes. Sand moistened with 
water was often used to render the operation more rapid. 
But the comparatively small size and fragility of the saws 
which have come down to us, render it difficult to under- 
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id: and their real efficacy. We pass on to consider the 
boring of flint and bone. 

The holes destined to receive the handle of the stone 
hammers and axes, those perforated in the ivory discs, in 
wands of office made of reindeer horn, in bone needles, 
in teeth and shells for necklaces, and even in the skulls 
of the dead and living subject, naturally excise enquiry 
into the means employed by man to pierce them when 
he was still unprovided with any implements but those 
of flint. 

This problem has been more than once propounded, 
but has not hitherto been satisfactorily resolved, as I pro- 
pose to show by the following details. 

The perforation of the eyes in bone needles presents 
no serious difficulty, Mons. Ed. Lartet succeeding in 
piercing with a flint drill, found in one of the caves of 
Terigord, a hole exactly resembling those of the bone 
needles of the reindeer age. By the same process, 
rendered easier by the addition of a little water, Mr. 
hi vans obtained round and regular holes in stag’s horn and 
\vood. 

By boring alternately the tw^'o opposite surfaces of 
an axe of hard stone, such as diorite, jade, serpentine, 
with a drill to which a turn of the wrist imparts a 
circular movement, two conical holes may be obtained 
of which the apices meet. This form frequently occurs 
upon the polished axes, but two cylindrical plugs, still 
adhering to the bottom of the hole and surrounded by a 
circular groove, are not uncommonly observed on the 
axes of which the perforation remains unfinished. It is 
difficult to explain the presence of these plugs without 
supposing the use of a metal point or tube moved round 
them in a circle. In this case the axes in question were 
necessarily pierced during the age of bronze, and do not 
enter into the scope of this work. They would, however, 
belong to the list of instruments of the neolithic age, 
if, as Dr. Keller and Mr. Evans maintain and have 
proved, the same result is obtainable by giving a circular 
motion to a fragment of cow’s horn or a piece of elder 
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wood, and sprinkling at intervals tLe stone wkich it is 
desired to perforate with tine sand and water. 

However, Mr. Evans owns that in his experiments 
with the stick of elder wood he has seen the sand accumu- 
late in the hollow of the stem aud scratch the summit of 
the central plug. We cannot therefore be said to have 
yet arrived at a completely satisfactory explanation of the 
central plug or nut often found upon those polished axes 
of which the boring has never been oompleted- 

A fact which surprises even tl\e most superficial olv 
server is the almost perfect resemblance presented by the 
various types of stone weapons and tools, whatever be the 
locality in which they occur, and to whatever period of 
the stone age they belong. Moreover, these weapons and 
tools, of such widely different epochs and districts, offer th<i 
closest analogies with those of certain modern nations, such 
as the Esquimaux, the Australians, the New Zealanders, 
the New Caledonians, &c., which still remain in a savage 
condition not far removed from that of our ancestors. 
This is an evident proof that, impelled by the same needs, 
guided by the same instincts, surrounded by the same 
circumstances, man acts in the same manner in all times 
and in every place, and employs very similar methods. 

A glance, however cursory, at the products of the in- 
dustry of the stone age, is sufficient to discover a marked 
progress from the bcginningof this period to its termination. 
In the earliest periods flints and other hard rocks were ex- 
clusively employed in the manufacture of weapons of war, 
hunting implements, and tools ; the axes were never pierced 
for the introduction of a handle. During the reindeer age 
the various articles show more care in the workmanship, 
but the axes still remain unperforated ; bone especially is 
skilfully wrought, and bears the marks of a further pro- 
gress. The arts of design are born, and from the very 
first betray a firmness of hand which excites our wonder 
and even our admiration. With the neolithic period 
polish begins ; the work in stone and wood becomes ever 
more perfect. The hole which is still rare in the axes of 
this epoch occurs frequently in those of the age of bronze, 
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whose graceful shapes resemble those of iron axes, to which 
they long served as models. Industrial progress is still 
more apparent in the iron age. Here we arrive at the 
threshold of history, but the natmre and purpose of this 
work forbid us to cross it. ^ However imperfect they may 
appear when compared with the great works of modern 
artists, we must not despise the first attempts of our 
fathers. If they had not made them, or if they had not 
persevered in their efforts, w’e should have neither our 
towns, nor our palaces, nor the works of art which we 
admire therein. He who struck one pebble against 
another to give it a regular form, gave the first blow of 
the chisel which made the Minerva and the friezes of the 
Parthenon.’ (Boucher de Perthes.) 

II, RELIGIOUS AND SUPERSTITIOUS USES OP THE 
FLINTS. 

Styled KBpavvia^ ceraunice or lightning stones, by 
Greek and Roman antiquity, and still known under similar 
names to various modern peoples, the carved flints are 
called in Picardy langue d’Qoa or cats’ tongues, on account 
of a real or supposed resemblance between the flints and 
the tongue of that animal. 

. In certain provinces of Italy (the Abruzzi) they are 
called saette^ arrows, or lingue di San Paolo, tongues of 
St. Paul, and the peasants regard them with such venera- 
tion, that when they happen to find one they fall on their 
knees before it and touch it with the tongue. Some 
families hand down these miraculous stones from father to 
son as a precious legacy, and mothers hang them on their 
children’s necks with medals of saints and madonnas, 
gifted with yet greater virtue than the stones from 
heaven.^ 

Aldrovarde gives to the flint arrow-heads the name of 
glossojpetra, from their resemblance to a human tongue. 
Pliny believed that they fell from heaven during the 
eclipses of the moon, and he says that ‘ sorcerers believe 
that they are of great service to those who pay court to 
* Cappellini, X’eta dalla j^ieira nelU valle della Vibrata. 
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fair ladies.’ ^ The Japanese call them sometimes eases of 
the foXy that animal being to them the symbol of the evil 
spirit, or else axes of Tengii^ the guardian of heaven. 
Arrows of the Elfs or Erles (in Gaelic sciat liee) is another 
name for these flint weapons, recalling the labours of the 
Scotch elves and the German gnomes, whose king inspired 
Goethe with one of his best known ballads (Erlenkonig). 
Lastly, the 'purgatory hammers are, according to a legend 
still popular at the end of the last century, the very ham- 
mers used by the dead for knocking at the gates of 
Purgatory. 

In our own day, and not only in Italy but also in the 
heart of our most civilised provinces, the flint axes and 
arrow-heads are considered as a sure protection against 
lightning, also against epidemics and cattle disease. 

The tongues of sheep bells are made from them, and 
amulets which are highly prized. They are built into the 
walls, placed on the threshold of stables, in children’s 
cradles, in the beds of women in travail, &c. &c. All the ar- 
guments in the world would not shake the belief of a Breton 
peasant, that the moensourars^ or lightning stones, when 
thrown into a well, purify the water, or that boiled in the 
drink of diseased sheep they render the cure infallible. 
In Cornwall they are a sovereign remedy for rheumatism, 
elsewhere for ophthalmia, pain in the side, hernia, scurf of 
the head, &c. Ground to powder and swallowed in that 
form, they render the believer invulnerable, so deeply is 
superstition implanted in the human heart, and so hard it 
is to extirpate it. 

And these superstitions are of the greatest antiquity. 
The Hebrews of the time of Moses, and probably also 
their remotest ancestors, are said to have employed them 
in the ceremony of circumcision, and often even to 
slaughter the animatls destined for food. We know the 
absurd and abominable use which the priests of Cybele 
made on their own persons of the religiosa silex^ sacred 
to the goddess. Anfong the Greeks and Eomans, the 
stone arrow-heads sonietimes adorned the diadems of their 
^ lib. xxxvii, cap. x. 
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gods. Jupiter himself was worshipped under the form of 
a stone and the name of Jupiter Lapis. In the Capitol 
he was represented holding in his hand a flint, the symbol 
of the lightning {Lapis Oapitolioius). M. de Longperrier 
informs us that Jupiter Labrandeus and Bacchus were 
worshipped in the form of an axe, ttSXskv^. On the coins 
struck at Cyprus, the Venus of Paphos herself is repre- 
sented by the figure of a stone in the form of a cone. 
Sacred stones, intended to be used in the sacrifices, were 
religiously preserved in the temple of Jupiter Feretrius, 
and the feciales carried them to strike the victims 
solemnly offered up to ratify the treaties concluded be- 
tween the conqxierors and the conquered. A similar 
custom is still practised, according to Klemm, on the 
West Coast of Africa, when the god Gimawond, splitting 
the clouds with a trumpet sound, deigns once a year to 
visit the temple consecrated to him. The ox which is 
offered up to him is killed with a blow from a sharp 
stone and not with a metal knife. Even at the time 
of the conquest of Mexico, that is when they w^ere at the 
height of their civilisation, the priests of that country 
disembowelled the victim immolated to their fierce divini- 
ties with sharp fragments of obsidian. 

M. Em. Cartailhac cites the account of Olaus Magnus 
of the custom practised by the ancient Goths at marriage 
ceremonies. They used to strike flint and steel together 
over the heads of the bride and bridegroom to symbolise 
the manner in which the life which lies hidden in the two 
sexes is manifested and multiplied by love, just as the 
latent fire of flint is produced by percussion. 

The Catholic Church herself, at least in certain coun- 
tries which are faithful to ancient customs, has recourse 
to flint and steel to kindle a new fire on Easter Eve. 
‘ Ignis de lapide excutitur et cum eo accenduntur car- 
bonesy are the words of the liturgy. 

The Japanese preserve the carved flints religiously in 
their temples, and regard them as the primitive weapons 
of the kumis^ unbodied spirits who were the earliest in* 
habitants of the country. 
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These stones figure also in the funeral ceremonies of 
many nations. The Egyptians employed them to dis- 
embowel the dead previous to embalming the body. 
They are found in the ancient Peruvian tombs, in those 
of the Mississippi Valley,^ and also in the sepulchres of 
Egypt and Etruria. They occur likewise in the burial 
caves of prehi;>toric ages, in the dolmens, the tumuli, and 
even in the tombs belonging to a more recent epoch. 
They are sometimes found alone, sometimes in company 
with metal objects, and with other ofierings to the dead 
w-hose remains are enclosed in the tomb. 

Lastly, the practice of opening the bodies of the chiefs 
with an obsidian knife prevailed among the Guanchos of 
the Canary Isles, as among the Egyptians. 

In antiquity and in the middle ages, the formation of 
flint axes, knives, and arrow heads was generally attributed 
to thunder. Towards the middle of the seventh century 
an equally irrational theory was propounded. Some authors 
declared that the supposed ceraunicG were iron instruments 
turned to stone by the lapse of time ; but, says Boethius, 
the fable that these are lightning darts is so firmly 
established and accredited by so many people, that he 
who would gainsay this opinion would be looked upon as a 
madman.’ ^ 

Such was, and such is still, the opinion generally pre- 
vailing. Formed by lightning in the midst of the clouds, 
the lapides fulminis fall ready made upon the earth, in 
which they bury themselves more or less profoundly 
from the force of their fall — six feet say the peasants of 
Aveyron, sixteen ells according to those of Calabria. But 
every year they rise a foot or an ell towards the surface, 
especially when it thunders, and appear at last above 
ground, usually after about seven years, according to 
some, at the end of eighteen years, neither more nor less, 

^ M. Francois Lenormant found in two of the Cyclades, Milo and 
Santorin, and Mr. Ross in the very early tombs of Amorgos and 
Anaph6, some fragments of obsidian which bear the most striking 
resemblance to those of Mexico. 

* Quoted by 'Em. Cartailhac, VAge de la Pierre dans les souvenirs 
et Us mijjorstitions pojpiiUm'es, p. H, 
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according to others. Then these cuogni di truoniy or 
coins of the thunder, are religiously collected and pre- 
served as a precious talisman against lightning. If when 
they are suspended over the hearth by means of a blue 
thread, the latter does not catch fire, it is a sure proof 
that they possess this preservative power in an extra- 
ordinary degree. 

We refer to the paper of M. Em. Cartailhac those of 
our readers who desire to become acquainted with the 
curious theories by which the learned contemporaries of 
Boethius of Bort sought to explain the formation of the 
ceraunicB in the bosom of the clouds. 

It was towards the end of the sixteenth century that 
correct theories as to the nature of the so-called thunder- 
bolts were propounded by Mercati, who considered them 
to be the weapons of a primitive people to whom the use 
of bronze and iron was completely unknown.^ A little 
later (1734) Mahudel declared himself an adherent of this 
belief. William Dugdale, in his ^ History of Warwickshire,’ 
and Bishop Lyttleton in his ^ Observations upon the Stone 
Axes,’ also owned to opinions similar to those of Mercati. 

A few axes of polished stone, bearing Greek or Runic 
inscriptions, were evidently worn as amulets by warriors, 
who, in order to ensure their victory, hung them round 
their necks during the battle. Arrow heads, mounted in 
gold or silver, figure also as amulets in the richest neck- 
laces of ancient Etruria. M. Cartailhac has given illus- 
trations of some magnificent specimens in his recent work 
on ‘ The Age of Stone ’ (see figs. 31, 32, 33). 

Finally we may remark that the numerous flints found 
under the circumstances and in the places we have men- 
tioned prove that the age of stone has been universal, and 
nearly everywhere prehistoidc. They also bear witness to 
that instinctive tendency which leads every people to 
revere the memory of its ancestors, to render some kind 
of worship to the articles they have employed, to attribute 

* The Emperor Augustus had at least suspected the original use of 
the hint weapons, for be st\le3 aTniaherouvi the supposed cerauniw 
which he found in the bcne-caves of Capri. t 
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to them a divine origin and a number of marvellous quali- 
ties, and even sometimes to look upon them as gods. 

This feeling, in itself as praiseworthy as it is natural, 
engenders superstition, which, according to Tylor, ^ is only 
the continuation of old customs in the midst of a new and 
completely modified condition of society, the persistence 
of ancient religious practices long after those practices 
have disappeared from the ordinary acts of life.’ ^ 

III. WEAPONS OP WTAB AND OP THE CHASE. 

When we compare the arms of primitive man with the 
formidable engines of destruction which the demon of war 
has latterly invented, we are tempted to smile at the sight 
of these stone axes, these arrow heads of flint or bone, in 
appearance so little terrible ; or rather we are saddened at 
seeing in some sort the verification of the infamous saying, 
‘ Romo homini inf ensue nasoitur." What energy, trouble, 
and weariness, what money, thought, and blood, does he 
willingly spend in destruction, who can create nothing ! 

The passions of hatred, ambition, and revenge were the 
original causes of war ; hunger, perhaps even the satanic 
pleasure of killing, gave rise to hunting. Our first offen- 
sive or defensive weapons were the bow, the arrow, the 
javelin, the lance, the sUng,the hunting-knife, the dagger, 
the club, and the battle-axe. 

The bow has existed in all times and among all peoples.^ 
A branch of flexible wood, a string made of tendons, vege- 
table fibre, or a leathern thong, are the only materials 
necessary to its manufacture. A fragment of hard stone 
sharpened to a point, a pointed bone, the bone or tooth of 
a fish, forms the essential part of an arrow, which is com- 

‘ Tylor, Early History of Mankind^ p. 221. 

, 2 At least tliis is the general opinion. But Evans and some other 
’writers maintain that the use of the bow is unknown to completely 
savage peoples, such as the Australians and the Maoris, and that this 
weapon seems to belong to a fairly advanced stage of civilisation. But 
be adds that the use of the bow in Europe dates from an extremely 
remote epoch, since flint and bone arrow heads arc very common from 
the beginning ot the reindeer age. Remains of yew-bows have been 
found in tbedake city of C.airvaux, wbicb belongs to the neolithic age. 
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pleted by a sbaft of wood, cane, or reed. Tlie lance, the 
javelin, and the sling, the knife, the dagger, and the club, 
are equally simple in character ; all these weapons were 
first manufactured from hard stone 
or bone. 

Flint is the stone most com- 
monly employed in the countries 
where it abounds ; but where it 
is rare or completely absent man 
has supplied its place by similar 
substances suitable to his pur- 
pose. Thus the primitive in- 
habitants of the isle of Elba 
employed for the manufacture of 
their missile weapons, instead of 
flint, which is wanting in their 
country, common quartz, jasper, 
hyalin quartz, diorite, carnelian, 
eurite, hard chalk, and serpen- 
tine, which they found ready to 
hand. Theyborrowed from France, 
from Naples, atid perhaps from 
.Sardinia, the fire-bearing silica, 
and various kinds of chalcedonian 
silica, and of jasper, and even the 
black obsidian, which is very com- 
mon in Sardinia, as M. Marmora 
has shown. Other tribes employed 
hornblende, jade, and its varieties, 
porphyry, black basalt, &c. 

Starting from the mere splin- 
tered fragment (fig. 78), the flint 
weapons have received the most 
\aried forms. Hence, as regards Fk;. 78 . Danish srMNTKHKT> 
the arrow heads, for instance, the (After Lubbock.) 

numerous (perhaps too numerous) 

types into which they are divided by men of science 
Thus they distinguish those which have the form of ar 
almond, of a laurel or olive leaf (fig. 79); others are triun- 
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Figs. 7i), 80, 81. Iiusir aruow heads. (After Lubbock.) 


barbs (figs. 80 and 81) ; others have only the wings with- 
out the peduncle (fig. 84). Some arrows are delicately 
carved, with serrated edges, and the workmanship is so 





Fi<i. 82. PriEHiKTOKTc Fro. Modkun Fm. 84. Akkow 

FLINT ARHOW HEAD. FLINT AKKOW HEAD. WITH WIN(3S AND WITH- 

(France.) (Tierra del Fiie.i^o.) out rkdunclk. 


perfect that it is diflScnlt to understand how they were made 
without the aid of metal tools. These graceful arrow heads 
belong principally to the neolithic age, and they are found 
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for the most part in the dolmens and burial caves, in com- 
pany with beautifully wrought lance heads and javelins. 

This grace of form and finished workmanship, and the 
considerable time which it must have taken to make them, 
give rise to the supposition that they had another use than 
that of projectiles, which are usually destined to serve but 
once. Were they not rather trinkets, amulets, ornaments, 
anything in fact but weapons for hunting or fighting ? 

The dimensions of some of those found by Raffaelli 



Fig. 85. Axe of the St. 
Aciieul type, carved on 

BOTH SIDES. 



Fid. 86. Lance head op 
THE MoUSTIER type. 


Foresi in the caves of Elba, and which were only seven lines 
long by four wide, confirm any doubts that may arise 
respecting the real use to which these tiny arrow heads 
were put. For the rest we know that flints cut into the 
form of axes and projectile weapons figure later on in 
popular superstitions and religious rites, and that they 
even adorned the diadems of kings. 

Other lance and arrow heads, such as those of Solutre 

Q 
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(fig. 18), much larger than the preceding, are ahso dis- 
tinguished by their elegance of form and finish of 
workmanship, which is the more remarkable that they 
succeed immediately to the comparatively coarse work in 
a completely different style, of which the hints of 
Acheul and Moustier have left numerous types (figs. 85 
and 86). 

In a few peat mosses only of Switzerland and Ireland 



Figs. 87, 88. Akkow 
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FOUND IN A PF-AT 
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some flint arrow heads have been found still attached to 
the shaft (figs. 87 and 88). Examination shows that these 
had been inserted by their peduncle into the stem, and 
were fixed there by tendons or string steeped in bitumen. 
As this same bitumen is also found on some arrow heads of 
the lake dwellings of Switzerland (fig. 91 ), we may conclude 
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that these also were fastened to the shaft after the manner 
adopted in the more recent epoch of the peat mosses. 


A 



Fig. 92. Flint lance 
HEAD. (After Lub- 
bock.) 



Fig. 93. Flint 
DAGGER. (After 
Lubbock.) 



Fig. 94, Flint dagger 

WITH BEOIvKN I^OINT. 


It seems probable that the heads of the lances and 
javelins were attached to the shaft in the same manner, 

Q 2 
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•and a glance at the methods employed by modern savages 
to fasten the handles of their missiles renders it almost 
certain (see fig. 89). 

The purpose the arrows with a transverse edge were 
intended to serve has been disputed. Some suppose that 
they were employed for shooting at birds, so as to kill 
them with a shock, and avoid staining the plumage with 
their blood. But a proof that they were also used in war 
is furnished by the presence of one of these arrows in a 



Fig. 95. Woodkn hakpoon, barred on one side. (Alter Croca.) 


human vertebra, taken by M. de Baye from a cave belong- 
ing to the neolithic age. 

We need only say a word or two about the flint dag- 
gers, which in size and shape are so similar to the lances 
(figs. 92, 93, 94), and to the larger knives, that they have 
often been confounded with them. In the reindeer age the 
bone daggers were very carefully wrought and ornamented 
with carvings, of which we shall presently give a detailed 
description. In the neolithic age, and even a little 
earlier, this weapon was still further improved. Towards 



Fig. 9(5. Barbed bone arrow. (Franco, after Lubbock.) 


the end of this period the flint carving attained a degree 
of finish which we could hardly equal in our day with all 
our metal implements. Among the most remarkable of 
these daggers we may mention that found by M. Louis 
I/artet in the cave of Sordes, which oifers a striking 
resemblance to a fine Egyptian dagger with a wooden 
handle in the Haig collection of the British Museum, 

The reindeer hunters made long harpoons and barbed 
arrows (fig. 95), in the barbs of which a little channel was 
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sometimes hollowed, destined it is s apposed to hold the 
venom to poison the wound (figs. 96 and 97). It is worthy 
of note that the barbed arrows were only employed for 


killing the reindeer or other large animals ; 
little bone arrows in the form of a pointed 
cone, and without barbs, sufficed for the 
destruction of birds and the smaller mam- 
malia (see fig. 98). The dagger gave the 
death blow to the dying animal. Lastly, 
the hunting marker and the whistle for 
giving orders or for rallying the troop, 
completed the equipment of the hunter 
of the stone age. 

The maces or clubs were made of 
angular stones, dove-tailed into wooden 
handles or bound to them by leathern 
thongs. Clubs made entirely of wood and 
in a fair state of preservation have been 
found under water. One was found at 
Glasgow in a primitive canoe. The battle 
axe was made like the hatchet in ordinary 
use, which often did duty for the former. 
The method, or rather methods, of fasten- 
ing the head to the handle were the same 
for both. 

Great doubt still prevails as to the use 
of some bone implements of the reindeer 
age which MM. Christy and Lartet have re- 
presented in their ^Eeliquise Aquitanicse,’ 
and which they style sceptres or wands of 
office (figs* 99 and 100). These instru- 
ments were perhaps only trophies of the 
chase, like the carved horns of the urns 
among the Germans of the time of Caesar. 
But a comparison of these supposed tro- 
phies or marks of distinction with the pack-^ 
a-mogan (fig. 101), the club of the Cana- 



dian Indians, inclines us to believe that they were 
weapons of the chase or of war. Like the sceptres of 
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Perigord, the pack-a-mogan or pogamogan of the Indians 
of the Mackenzie Eiver is made of reindeer horn, from 
which all but the first branch has been previously re- 
moved. 

Pigorini has recently suggested that tlie supposed 
wands of office are allied to the pieces of stag’s horn which 



h ' m . JjS. Unbaubed auuow of kein'oeku iioitx. (After Broca.) 


the modem Sardinians use in the manufacture of the hinges 
of their harness (fig. 102). But a careful perusal of his 
descri 2 )tion and of the arguments he brings forward in 
support of his opinion, has hitherto failed to convince me. 
Among projectile weapons we must also reckon the stones 
for slinging which were employed in the chase and in 



Fig. 99. Wand op office, with a single hole. (Reduced to one-tliird 
of its size.) 

war from the earliest stone period down to the beginning 
of the iron age. Often confounded with the sinkers of 
fishing nets, the sling stones were in all epochs merely 
pebbles more or less polished and waterworn by rivers or 
torrents. It is the general opinion, however, that flint 
pebbles rudely carved into somewhat the form of a burning 
glass, found in the Danish kitchen middens, in England, 
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luG. lOU. Wand of office with four holes. 



Eio. 101. The pogamooan of the EsQniMACX (reduced to ono-fourtli its 
natural size.) (After Broca.) 



Fig. 102. Sardinian stag’s horn hinge. (After Pig;orini). 

■&!S'rSr/'£Sri5?S52' 
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Scotland^ and elsewhere, were also stones for slinging.’ 
With regard to the slings themselves, they were probably 
made of a long and narrow leathern thong, or consisted, 
like those of the New Zealanders and New Caledonians, 
of a plaited cord made of bark fibre and wider in the 
middle than at the ends ; or, finally, they were simply a 
stick split at one end, or bored with a hole for the recep- 
tion of the stone, like those which children play with. 
Our conjectures regarding the existence of slings during 
the neolithic age, and perhaps in the earlier stone period, 
are founded upon a discovery which relates to a more recent 
epoch. A sling, or rather the pocket of a sling, beauti- 
fully plaited, and knitted on to the portion of the hempen 
cord which still remained attached to it, was found at 
Cortaillod, in Switzerland ; and although it probably dates 
from the age of bronze, and perhaps even from a yet 
more recent period, we feel called upon to notice it here 
as one of the most curious discoveries which have been 
made in the lakes of ancient Helvetia. 

Neither must we leave unmentioned the fire balls 
found in the Swiss lakes. These consisted of a mixture of 
coal and clay, which, after being made red hot in the fire, 
were thrown at the dwellings of the enemy. In this 
manner the Norrii are said to have set fire to Caesar’s 
camp ; and it is thus that, long before his time, a number 
of lake cities were several times destroyed. 

It is difficult to understand how, with weapons ap- 
parently so ineffectual, the still savage inhabitants of Scan- 
dinavia, Belgium, France, and Italy were enabled to hold 
their own against the elephant and rhinoceros, not to 
speak of the cave bear and lion. However, we learn from 
Herodotus that the Ethiopians of Xerxes’ army destroyed 
elephants, and in modern times Bruce asserts that the 
Schangallas bring down the rhinoceros with weapons as 
slight as those of primitive tribes. Besides, these tribes 

' In onr day, however, the slinging stones are poHshed with the 
greatest care by the barbarous tribes of New Zealand, New Caledonia, 
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probably had recourse in their adventurous chase to snares 
or pits covered with branches, similar to those described 
by Caesar, into which they drove the hunted animals, and 
then despatched them with blows from a club, or by 
setting tire to the branches. The hunting markers and 



counting sticks, of which we give illustrations (tigs, 103 
and l04), deserve a passing mention. 

TV, FISHING IMPLEMENTS. 

Primitive man was either hunter or fisher, and often 
both at once. As hunger and the need of means of defence 
had inspired him with the idea of the bow, the arrow, the 
lance, the axe, and the sling, so they led him to the inven- 
tion of fish-hooks, harpoons, and lastly nets. For in 



Fig. 104. Counting stick. (After Broca.) 


certain of the Swiss lake dwellings of Switzerland, notably 
at Wangen, on the Lake of Constance, nets made with 
considerable skill have been found, with clay weights to 
sink them in the water, and even wooden floats-, In the 
Swiss lakes also osier baskets are frequently foimd, and 
fish-hooks and harpoons of flint, bone, or shell, are still 
more common ; others which might have been manufac- 
tured by the modern inhabitants of the Kurile Islands 
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or of Greenland (%. 105), have been dLseovei'ed in various 
parts of Scandinavia, France, and Italy. 

From the earliest times these tishing implements were 
admirably suited to the purpose for wliich they were in- 
ttmded — that is to say, they were furnished like those 
of modern times with barbs destiiu^d to retain the hook 
in the palate of the fish. Sven Nilsson has ilgured some 
hint sinkers, with a single or double circular groove, very 
finely polished. Q The Primitive Inhabitants of Scandi- 
navia,^ Plate IL, tigs. 31-35). 

The harpoon is as useful in fishing as the hook ; often 
even it is used in hunting birds and amphibious mamma- 
lia, to impede them at least in their flight, if the vigor- 
ous blow which buries the weapon in their flesh fails to 



FiCr. 105. lOyH-iiooiv OF tiik youTiiioiiN Sear. (After Lubbock.) 


strike a vital part. The bone harpoons of the troglodytes 
of Vezere are always furnished laterally with a single row 
of teeth or curved barbs, which distinguishes them from 
the barbed bone arrows with a double row of lateral teeth, 
and with which they were for a long time confounded 
(tig. 96). The end of a cord was fastened to the harpoon 
round a small protuberance made at the base for that 
purpose, so that the harpooner could detain it after the 
throw. ^ 

* The bone harpoons of the inhabitants of the Kurile Islands closely 
resemble those of the troglodytes of Dordogne. The liead is sometimes 
moveable, sometimes fixed, and they are provided vrith a wooden shaft 
in which a hole is pierced for the passage of a leathern thong or of a 
cord attached at one end to the shaft, at the other to the point which 
separates itself naturally when the animal is struck. Lastly, a bladder 
fastened to the free end of the cord and floating on the surface of the 
water indicates the direction taken by the animal in its flight. 
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The caves situated on the hanks of the Vez^re contain 
an immense quantity of the bones of the salmon, a clear 
proof that the inhabitants of the caves hooked, or rather 
harpooned, this fish in the river near their dwellings and 
in the other streams of Perigord. There is no sufficient 
proof that they were acquainted with the use of the net. 

V. TOOLS. 

Tools are the supplementary organs of man, the instru- 
ments necessary to the development of his genius, or wffiat 
is nearly equivalent, his artistic and industrial instincts. 
For without tools man would be reduced to inaction and 
condemned to a perpetual infancy. With their aid he be- 
comes capable of all things. With his teeth and nails 
man would try in vain to cut down a tree with the rapidity 
and skill of the beaver. But what animal can cut wood 
as easily and as cleanly as man once possessed of the saw ? 
What animal, without excepting the woodpecker or the 
teredo, could drill a hole so perfectly circular as that 
which we can bore with the auger or the gimlet ? And 
so man early sought to multiply his means of action, and 
provide his hands, his eyes, Ms ears, with supplementary 
organs invented by the workings of his intelligence. 
Hence arose tools and all those marvellous instruments 
known to-day under the names of telescopes, microscopes, 
telephones, phonographs, &c. &c. 

Time was when man was ignorant of the art of 
polishing one stone by means of another. His tools were 
then rude and few in number ; he already possessed, how- 
ever, the most indispensable implements — the knife, the 
axe, the hammer, the chisel, the saw (fig. 33), the gouge, 
the scraper or grater, and the hone. The polishing stone 
is of far more recent date. 

From the reindeer age, and even earlier, he knew how 
to make drills of wood and bone (figs. 106 and 107), awls 
for punching holes in leather, and needles and pins of 
bone. To this list may be added pickaxes, handles and 
sockets of axes, and lastly, hammers of stag’s horn. 

As soon as he knew how to polish his hammers and 
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axes, man conceived the idea of drilling a hole for the 
handle ; but this idea %vas of late birth, and during the 
whole of the neolithic age it was seldom put in practice. 
On the other hand, the boring of stone became common 
in the age of bronze, the habitual use of the metal drill 
rendering the operation easier. 

We will begin by describing those tools in most con- 



Fig. lOG, Stone drill from the Danish kitchen middens. (After 
Lubbock.) 

stant use, the striker and the polishing stone, the former 
during both the stone periods, the latter during the neo- 
lithic and following ages. 

The striker was formed of a very hard stone, quartz or 
granite, never of gneiss or flint. As a rule, these tools 
are more or less circular in outline, and more or less 
flattened on their lateral surfaces, slightly hollowed 



Fig. 107. Bone drill from Scotland. (After Lubbock.) 

to give a firmer hold to the fingers. Upon their blunt 
edge, traces of the blows to which they have been sub- 
jected may be distinctly seen. The circumference of 
others, sometimes perforated laterally, is grooved. Nilsson 
believes this channel to have been intended for the pas- 
sage of a cord by which the stone was suspended from the 
belt, so that it might be always at hand for the hunter or 
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workman to put a new edge to his weapons or tools. The 
hole observed npon certain of these strikers, which are not 
grooved, probably served the same purpose. Lastly, mere 
hard flat pebbles, easily held between the fingers, may 
have been used as strikers. 

All archaeologists will not allow that the use which we 
with Nilsson have attributed to these stones is proved 
beyond dispute. Troy on believes that these disc-shaped 
stones were employed in a game similar to the chungke of 
the American Indians, which consists in setting the siones 
rolling and in running after them, throwing poles adorned 
with ribands, on one of which the stone’s course is arrested. 
The position of the disc upon the riband determines 
the victory or defeat of the player. Mr. Evans on his 
side affirms that prehistoric peoples principally employed 
the hammer in the manufacture of their instruments of 
war, of the chase, of fishing, or of daily work. But with- 
out gainsaying the very early use of the hammer, what 
prevents us from admitting at the same time that of the 
striker, inscribed so to speak on the implement itself? 
Cei tain archaeologists, however, have considered the discs 
in question as weaver’s shuttles, as weights for fishing 
nets, pulleys, and even maces ; various uses for which they 
may doubtless have been occasionally employed. 

Towards the period of the formation of the great rub- 
bish heaps on the shores of the Baltic, known as kitchen 
middens, the primitive inhabitants of Europe conceived 
the idea of polishing their weapons and tools, and of 
sharpening their edge by means of a stone similar to those 
which we now employ for grinding our metal tools (sand- 
stone, quartz, flinty schist, &c.) 

The form of these stones is usually an oblong poly- 
hedron, narrowed towards the middle and broader at the 
extremities. One surface — concave, convex, or flat — is 
usually furrowed into grooves which indicate the wear oc- 
casioned by the continual friction of a small instrument 
such as the gouge or chisel. The larger polishing stones, 
those whose considerable weight prevented their transport, 
or at any rate rendered it difficult, remain in the place 
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they originally occupied. Such is the noiched stone of 
Chauvigny, which still bears the marks of twenty-five 
notches or grooves clearly indicating the purpose it served. 
Such again is the poHshing stone found at Cerilly, in the 
department of the Yonne, whose surface presents eleven 
grooves as distinctly marked as those of the notched stone. 
The edge of the hatchets, knivCwS, chisels, &c., was applied 
to these grooves, and constant friction, productHl by a con- 
tinual backward and forward motion, gave to the instru- 
ment the desired graining and polish. Other polishers, 
smaller and easily portable, were often ornamented with 
scolloped edges, and perforated for suspension. These 
latter bear the most perfect resemblance to those em- 
ployed by the Greenland women to sharpen and polish their 



Fig. 108. Esquimaux knife, with handle. (Af< or Lubbock.) 


bone needles. Others, lastly, are similar to those used 
in the present day for sharpening our scythes and sickles. 

The knife is certainly one of the most ancient tools. 
We could, if necessary, enter into the fulh^st details re- 
specting the form and dimensions of this implement, 
whose nature and use w^ere so long misunderstood, though 
they figured from the earliest historic ages in the reli- 
gious ceremonies of the Hebrews, the Egyptians, the 
(ireeks, the Eomans, and perhaps even of the Scandi- 
navians. 

The form of the flint knives is very various; some- 
times the cutting edge was straight (fig. 108) ; sometimes, 
but much more seldom, it was curved (fig. 109). Some 
had a round or prismatic stone handle, a continuation of the 
blade itself; others were provided with a wooden handle, 
to which “Gxe blade was probably attached by means of a 
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black cement, similar to that used, as we have seen, by 
the savages of Scandinavia for their arrows, lances, and 
javelins, and to that still in use among the New Zealanders. 
The blade of some of these knives was no longer or wider 
than that of a penknife; sometimes, again, it was of 
considerable length, like a hunting-knife. MM. Noulet 
and Bischoff have described two of the latter, the one in 
the ^ Memoires de 1’ Academic des Sciences, Inscriptions, et 
Belles Lettres de Toulouse ; ’ the other in the ^ Kevue de 
Gascogne,^ edited by the Abbe Caneto (August 25, 1865). 
The blade of the first of these knives, found at Venerque, 
in the department of Haute-Garonne, by Professor Noulet, 
is imperfect ; and it nevertheless measures six inches long 
by two wide. That of the knife of fire-bearing flint, dis- 



Fio. 109. Carved preiuhtoric stone knife. 


covered at Pauilliac, in the department of Gers, by M. 
Bischoff, was longer still. Unfortunately it was broken 
into three pieces ; but the fragments fit perfectly, and all 
three together measure fourteen inches long. The two speci- 
mens, the finest known, have the form of a much flattened 
triangular prism; one surface is slightly concave, the 
other has two oblique faces, separated by another central 
one which becomes gradually narrower and finally dis- 
appears as it approaches the upper or rounded extremity 
of the knife. 

It is difficult to understand how these great pieces of 
flint were shaped merely by the aid of a stone striker. 
The thing was nevertheless possible, and we have 
the proof of it under our eves. Moreover, Mr. Evans 
affirms and proves ijpso facto that it is possible to carve 
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flint with another pebble as well as with the most solid 
steel hammer. 

Polished or not, employed in war, in hunting, and in 
the ordinary uses of daily life, the axes of the stone age 
take various forms, of which several closely resemble our 
modern hatchets. The earliest in date have usually the 
form of a wedge or ihuch flattened pear, with slightly 
convex surfaces ; the edge is wide and equally sloped on 



Fiu, 110. Kfav ;?:faland stonk axk Fig. 111. Polisiikd stonk axk 
(After Lubbock.) feom tiii«: Swiss lakes. 


both sides, the summit is narrower and sometimes ends 
in a point. Those of Saint Acheul, in the department of 
the Somme, present a well-known type. 

The axes are very varied in size. Some of them, 
beautifully polished, which were found in Sweden and 
Denmark, are thirteen inches long by an average width 
of thirty-five or thirty-six inches, and a thickness of 
fourteen or sixteen inches. Those of France and Swit- 
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zerlandj are generally not so large. M. Bisclioff, however, 
has lately called attention to one of old green jade, 
which he found in the valley of the Gers, nearly ten 
inches in length. The inhabitants of New Zealand and 
of New Caledonia make similar axes of this jade, which 
is very hard, and will take so fine a polish and so 
sharp an edge that we were ourselves able to cut great 
notches with it in a log of hard oak. These wedge- 
shaped axes have different kinds of handles. Sometimes, 
like those of several modem savage tribes, they were 
inserted in a notch or groove made in the shorter end of 
a naturally-bent piece of wood, and were kept in place 
either by crossed thongs or by a cord wound several times 
round the upper part of the axe and handle. Sometimes 
the whole was rendered more soM by bitumen, and occa- 
sionally a single stick, pierced, forked or split, served for 
the handle. In his work entitled ^ De V Homme Ante- 
diluvien et de ses OEuvreSy M. Boucher de Perthes has 
represented several different kinds of handles used for 
the unpolished axes. Mr. Evans has also given some 
curious illustrations of those of the polished axes. We 
must say a word or two respecting the manner in which 
the inhabitants of our caves of the reindeer age, and those 
of the lake cities of Switzerland, commonly attached their 
axes to the handles. 

After having separated a piece of reindeer or stag’s 
horn with the flint saw, they hollowed a groove in this 
fragment, into which they introduced the upper end of 
the axe. The piece of horn which served as a socket or 
protecting sheath was itself fixed in a hole made in the 
larger end of a club-shaped piece of wood. A sort of 
ledge or shoulder on the under side of the socket pre- 
vented the axe from being driven back into the handle 
so as to split it. In other cases they contented them- 
selves with inserting the polished axe directly in the hole 
of the key-shaped handle, keeping it in place by means 
of cords and a suitable glue (fig. 112). Another method 
consisted in placing the axe in a socket of stag’s horn 
pierced transversely by a hole, into which a wooden handle 

K 
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was fitted. Sometimes a stem of ha^el with its root 
attached, and forming a right angle with the former, was 
chosen for the purpose. The i*oot was split and the axe 
introduced into it and fixed by means of cords and bitu- 
men (figs. 118 and 114).^ 

It is wortliy of remark that these various methods of 
attaching the axe to the handle arti still employed by the 
savages of New Caledonia, of the Fiji Isles, and of various 
parts of America. 

Some of these handles, of ash, hazel, or fir wood, have 
been preserved. Such, for instance, is that of a hatchet 



Fio. 112. Axe, -vvitii stao’s-itokn handle, Lake city of Cok<ji«k. 
(After de Mortillet.) 


found at Eobenhausen, of which M. Keller has given an 
illustration ; that of an axe found in county Monaghan, 
and preserved in the Museum of the Eoyal Academy of 
Ireland ; the hatchet of Solway Moss, now in the British 
hluseum, and several more. Unfortunately, these handles, 
as soon as they are taken out of the water of the lakes, 
or froin the damp earth, lose their form and split or break 
in drying, so that their preservation in the glass cases of 
our museums is a matter of considerable difficulty 

^ See Evans, The Aiicieyit Stone JmjyUments^ Weajwns, and* Orna- 
mmUof Great IMtain, p. 1-45, figs. 100 and 101, 

* In order to preserve the handles of axes or hammers, or other 
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As we have already said, perforated axes (figs. 115 and 
116) are rather rare in the neolithic period, but very 



Fio. 113 . Axe, with handle Fig. 114 . Polished stone axe, 
(Tahiti). (After Lubbock.) with handle ( Solway Moss), 

(After Evans). 


wooden art ides extracted from the mud of the lakes or from the peat 
mosses, M. Englehardt has employed a process which appears to have 
been successful. His method consists in plunging or even boiling the 
articles in a strong solution of alum, and allowing them to dry slowly, 
and they then preserve their original form. 

It 2 
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common in the age of bronze. A few of the latter, single 
or double edged, axe very elegant forms, resembling those 





Figs. 115, 116. Pbiwokatjeu, pobishbd, boublk-bdobd axe (Yorkskirk.) 
(After Evans.) 

of our uxetal axes,^ It is sufficient to notice here, in 

See EvanSj 57^ Andicnt Stone ImpXenients, Wea/pons^ omd Ofnd' 
menu of Great Britain^ tigs. 91, 93, 94, 95, 98, and 100. 
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passing, those which are generally known as the Amazon 
axes, of which the narrower side, hollowed into a double 
crescent, was perforated for the reception of the handle, 
and of which the two extremities were terminated in a 
doubly-sloped and nearly half-circular edge. We need 
also only mention the hammer axes (fig. 117), of which 
the name sufficiently indicates the form and purpose. 

Axes of smaller size, and especially those made from 
rocks foreign to the district where they are found, were 
merely inserted perpendicularly in the piece of stag’s horn 
which served as a handle, and are rather knives than axes 
properly so called. Others, without a handle, were held in 
the hand like a cold chisel, and were marked by a circular 
groove that they might be grasped more easily and firmly. 



Fig. 117. Dioiute iguimku axe. (After Evans.) 

Hitherto we have only spoken of axes for war or for 
useful purposes ; the edge of all of these is parallel to the 
handle. There are others of which the edge is perpen- 
dicular to the shaft ; these are the chip axes, whose form 
and general use recall the adzes of our carpenters. Other 
somewhat massive tools, of which one surface is markedly 
convex, the other slightly concave and the edge rounded, 
are considered to be primitive hoes employed in agricul- 
ture. Among the implements with a transverse edge we 
may also mention the supposed throwing axes, which 
appear to be nothing but wedges with slender handles, 
which were held in the left hand and struck with blows 
from the mallet (Nilsson). 
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We need likewise only mention — 

1. Stone chisels, with or without handles, similar in 
every respect to those in use lunong the inhabitants of 

Tahiti and blew Zealand. . . , , , 

2. Gouges or chisels, with a semicircular edge and 
more or less wide, intended for hollowing wood, similar to 



Figs. 118, 119. B^unt scraper. (After Lubbock.) 


those still employed by the North American Indians to 
hollow the tree trunks for their canoes. 

3. The scrapers and smoothers in flint or bone for 
removing the hair from skins or to smooth leather (figs. 
118 and 119), very similar to those employed for like 
purposes by the Gi*eenlanders and the Esquimaux (figs. 
120 and 121), 


SCEAPEHS AND SAWS. 


247 


4. The drills with a transverse edge like that of a 
chisel, a species of auger in basalt, diorite or serpentine, 
rarely in flint, since this rock would be too liable to break 
in the operation of drilling, 

5. Lastly, I shall mention, to prevent mistakes in date, 
those polished tools transformed into other I'ough hewn 
tools ; for example, a polished axe changed into a chisel, 
a knife become a saw or a lance head. For we shall not 
know in what epoch to class these ambiguous tools if the 
metamorphosis which they have undergone is overlooked. 



Figs. 120 , 121 . Esquimaux sciiAPictt, seen in front and in profile. 
(After EvaUvS.) 


6. Among the most useful tools we must not forget to 
mention the hand saw, so often used in the manufacture of 
bone implements. This flint saw, usually very small, was 
inserted, we have said, in a handle of stag’s horn longitu- 
dinally grooved, in which it was retained by a viscous 
substance resembling cobbler’s wax. It must have been 
often broken, and yet it must have cost infinite skill and 
patience to obtain those fine teeth which we admire on 
the specimens in the museums of Switzerland, St. Grermaiu- 
en-Laye, Toulouse, Montaubani &c. (See above, fig. 33), 
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Like many other stone implements, the saws ha ve been 
found in considerable numbers in certain caves of the 
reindeer age ; in that of Bruniquel, for instance, and more 
rarely in other caves of Dordogne. They occur in the burial 
places of the neolithic age in France, in the dolmens of 
Poitou, but they are generally rare in the latter, and in 
those of Grreat Britain and Ireland. 

Among the instruments in domestic use during the 
age of polished stone, we must reckon the mortars for 
bruising grains, and especially cereals. The primitive 
mortars are very similar to those of modern times. They 



Fig. 122 . Stone mortar ani> i‘k.stlk, vovsty at Ty-Mawr (Holyhead). 

(After Evans.) 

are made of hard rock, such as granite, diorite, gneiss, and 
their upper surface is more or less hollow. The pestle 
was also of stone, spherical or oval in form, or else club 
shaped. Shallow depressions were made in the spherical 
pestles to render them more easily grasped. If the age 
of several of these mortars is sometimes doubtful, this is 
not the case with regard to the hand mills found in the 
Swiss lakes ; they belong incontestably to the most ancient 
lake dwellings. We have said that they were used for 
grinding the corli which served to make the circular loaves 
or cakes found at Pobenhausen. The grain which was in- 
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tended for tHs purpose was sometimes previously boiled, 
probably iu order to facilitate the operation of crushing it. 

VI. wEAviura and sewing. 

After food comes clothing ; hence spinning and weaving 
are of the most remote antiquity (figs. 123, 124). Wooden 
spindles and tissues of linen and bark have been found in 
the Swiss lake dwellings. Perforated discs of stone or 
clay, used as spindle weights, are extremely common (fig. 
125). One of them was still attached to the spindle at the 



Fig. 123. Piece op tissue found at Robenhausen. (After Lufbbock.) 


time it was discovered. Linen thread or bark fibre was 
used to sew the garments of woven stuffs or of skins in 
which the inhabitants of the lake cities clothed themselves. 
Those of the caves used a thread made from split tendons, 
perhaps even strings of gut. There is no doubt that the 
art of sewing was very early known, since needles have 
been found in the caves of France and Great Britain, as 
well as in the Swiss lakes, belonging to the archseolithic 
or reindeer age.^ Some of the latter, pointed at both 

^ Bone needles occnr in nearly all the caves of Dordogne, at Massat 
(department of Ari^ge), at Lourdes (Hautes-Pyr4n6es), at Veyrier, at 
the foot of Mount Sal^ve, as well as in various districts of Switzerland, 
and even in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem, the latter bearing an 
exact resemblance to those of our stations of the *eindeer age. 
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ends, -were perforated in the middle where the needle is 
thickest, similar in this respect to some bronze needles 
which were doubtless copied exactly from the former. 
Other bone needles have the eye pierced at the larger end. 
A few of these found at Bruniquet are so fine, that they 



Fi(}. 1*24 . Weaveu’s shuttle op 

TIIK AGE OK X'OLiailED STONE. 
(After Lubbock.) 



Fio. 125. Spindle weight in uki> 

SANDSTONE, FOUND AT HoLY- 

xiKAD. (After Evans.) 


must have been employed in more delicate work than the 
sewing of skins. 

The bone needles of Perigord (figs- 126 and 127) are 
remarkable for the delicacy and finish displayed in their 
workmanship. In both respects they are superior to those 



Figs. 126, 127. Bone needles from the caves op Perigord. 
(After Broca.) 


of the ancient Gauls, and to the ivory needles of the 
modem Esquimaux, and still more so to those of the 
Kamtskatchans, which are merely fish bones. In any case 
that which is especially admirable in the bone needles of 
Tjanguedoc and Perigord, is the skill with which the boring 
of the eyes with a flint drill was accomplished ; but with 
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^skill and patience M. Ed. Lartet perfectly succeeded in 
this operation.^ Like the hand-mills and spindles, the 
needles indicate occupations already essentially domestic— 
the chimney corner, a special part for the woman to till, 
family life, and consequently an established polity already 
in the path of civilization. 

Fish-hooks, awls, bone pins for fastening the dress or 
the hair, or even for ornament, are also of frequent occur- 
rence in the caves and among the earliest lake dwellings. 
These are certainly very unpretending implements, like 
the needles which accompany them, and' of whose useful- 
ness long habit has rendered us unobservant. But we 
shall better understand their importance when we consider 
the essential part they played in primitive societies, and 
that which they still hold in our modern industry. Ee- 
member the millions of hands which are employed in their 
manufacture and use, and how the needles with which she 
had provided herself to distribute on occasion protected 
the renowned and courageous traveller, Ida Pfeiffer, from 
the cannibals of the Malay Archipelago. 

^ See in the Ueliquice AquitaniccB the interesting- details which 
MM. Ed. Lartet and Cnristy have given respecting the making of these 
needles. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AGRICULTUBB, 

I. PBIMITIVB AG-RICXJX.TirRE. 

If we belonged to that happy time when the lively imagi- 
nation of men took delight in poetical symbols, we 
might represent civilization under the form of a strong, 
fair woman, bearing in one hand an ear of corn, in the 
other a book, the ear providing man with food for main- 
taining and strengthening the body, the book furnishing 
him with intellectual and moral nourishment which com- 
pletes and ennobles his nature, ever hungering for know- 
ledge and progress. 

Not without reason, then, were Ceres and Triptolemus, 
the reputed inventors of the plough and of agriculture, 
ranked with Orpheus and Amphion as the first instructors 
of the human race. 

When we think of the many and various blessings 
which result firom the tillage of the fields, we e^isily under- 
stand how the ancient Scythians believed, as Herodotus 
avers, in the divine origin of the plough. Among the 
primitive inhabitants of Germany the belief was current 
that the ploughshare fell from heaven, and a temple was 
raised on the spot where it touched the earth. An old 
and simple German legend tells us how the daughter of a 
giant, filled with wonder at the strange sight of a man 
engaged in ploughing his field, bore away in one of the 
folds of her dress the pigmy labourer, his plough, and his 
oxen. The father of the girl was angry with her, and 
bade her put the earth worm where she had found it, 
foreseeing that the race of giants must soon die out before 
the efforts of maffs intelligence. 
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The period of the giants, a race of nomadic shepherds, 
preceded that of the dwarfs — ^that is, those who practised 
agricnltnre and worked in metals. 

The former represent brute force and savage instincts; 
these belong to the stone age. The dwarfs, on the other 
hand, their adversaries according to the Grermanic legend, 
are the living symbol of the strife between mind and 
matter, the earliest pioneers of civilization ; they belong 
to the age of bronze. I need not name the divine la- 
bourer of the Chinese, amongst whom agriculture is held 
in such high honour that the Emperor himself traces each 
year the first furrow. 

There is no tradition, no written history, to tell us at 
what epoch men began to till the land. Like the child 
who retains no remembrance of his earliest years, nations 
have lost the memory of the successive stages through 
which they passed before casting off the swaddling clothes 
of ignorance and barbarism. None of them can tell us the 
origin of the simplest form of plough, still less the name 
of its inventor. But where history is silent mythology 
raises her gentle voice, and infuses into the naind of man 
those poetic fictions which have come down to us through 
the ages in place of truth. 

In the fulness of time science was bom ; she penetrates 
into the virgin forest of the New World, which is perhaps 
the most ancient, and finds there, among the gigantic 
ruins of TJxmal or of Palenque, monuments which recall 
to mind Egypt and its gloomy splendours. She questions 
the tumuli of the Ohio, the dolmens of Brittany, the long 
barrows of Scotland, and the ashes of the dead make 
answer. She searches the cave dwellings of primitive 
man, she sounds the lakes at the bottom of which he 
built his early habitations, and she reconstructs from the 
often mutilated remains which she finds therein a whole 
world, with its character, its customs, its arts, industry, 
and agriculture. 

In order to discover the first distinct traces of the 
culture of the fields, we must go back to the time of the 
builders of the lake cities of the neolithic age. Neither 
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the dwellers in tte caves of the period of the bear 
01 of the reindeerj, nor the constructors of the Danish 
kitchen middens, knew anything of agriculture. In Swit- 
zerland, on the other hand, and perhaps in Italy, most 
of our cereals were already in cultivation before the 
age of bronze, maize always excepted. Several bushels 
of barley and wheat were found at Wangen ; and Eoben- 
hausen has also furnished ears of the same grains, car- 
bonised at the time of the burning of the lake cities, a 
circumstance to which they owe their preservation. A 
fact which is especially calculated to excite wonder is that 
at this remote epoch several varieties of barley and wheat 
already existed. Thus Professor Heer has distinguished 
the Triticum vulgare^ T. dicoccum and T. monococcum. 
He recognised also the Hordmm distichum^ or double- 
ranked barley, which is, however, rarer in Switzerland 
than the Hordmm heocastichum^ a variety which is com- 
mon in the ancient tombs of Grreece and Egypt. Among 
the cereals we must likewise reckon two species of millet, 
Setaria italica and Panicum miliaceuum, which are still 
used for food in some countries. 

Among leguminous plants we find peas, lentils, and 
the little March bean, Faba vulgaris celtica. The fruit of 
the wild and cultivated apple trees, pears, plums, sloes, 
cherries, strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, hazel 
nuts, beech nuts, acorns, &c., preserved > in rude hand- 
turned vessels, formed part of the vegetable food of the 
earliest inhabitants of Switzerland. We may add to the 
list the fruit of a species of plum of the Scotch and 
marsh firs, of the service tree, of the water chestnut, and 
even of the yellow water lily. 

It has been remarked that the apples and pears were 
cut in quarters to allow of their being more easily dried. 
We have not mentioned the walnut in our list of edible 
fruits : it is probable that this tree was already no longer 
indigenous in Europe, as it was during the epoch of the 
great mammalia, but had disappeared with the thuya and 
the liquidambar. 

We must not conclude this chapter on agriculture and 
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its px'odiicts without saying a few words about the textile 
plants. 

Hemp was unknown, but flax was cultivated by the 
inhabitants of the lake dwellings. The seed has been 
found in abundance, and also the nets and woven or 
plaited tissues manufactured from it- The weaver's loom 
and shuttle, the spinner’s spindle and accessories, such as 
weights to stretch the thread, &c., already existed. Ropes 
and cordage were made from twisted linen thread and 
bark fibre ; straw and osiers were used, the former for 
plaiting, the latter for making baskets and bird-nets for 
fishing. Agricultural implements, as may be supposed, 
were of the simplest, resembhng those in use among 
some of the islanders of Polynesia. 

MM. Boucher de Perthes, Garrigon, and Filhol have 
suggested that stags’ antlers, deprived of all their branches 
but one, the lower jawbone of Ursus spelceus, branches of 
trees forming a more or less open angle, &c., might have 
served as pickaxes and hoes at a time when the yet 
virgin soil must have been extremely fertile without the 
need of deep ploughing. 

It is certain that several savage and even cannibal 
tribes still employ for tilling the soil tools quite as primi- 
tive as those used by the earliest inhabitants of Central 
Europe. The ribs of the whale, or billets of wood shaped 
like gouges, are used as spades. The clods raised by the 
piece of wood are broken up with a small roller. Their 
hoe is an oyster or tortoise shell firmly fixed to the end of 
a stick ; a sharp shell serves as a pruning knife. Non- 
metallic agricultural tools similar to the spade or shovel 
have not yet been found in Europe. Mr. Evans has 
only found in England some flint hoes. But in North 
America, to the south of the Illinois, and on the banks 
of the Mississippi, some carved flints of a large size and 
of unknown date were discovered, which it is surmised 
were used as spades by the primitive inhabitants. These 
implements are oval or elliptical in form, flat on one side, 
slightly convex on the other, with sharp and regularly 
toothed edges, and measuring more than a foot in length 
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by five or six inches wide and three-qnarters of an inch 
thick in the middle. Professor Eau has given illustrations 
and descriptions of similar hoes and shovels also found in 
North America (^Archaeological Collection of the United 
States’ National Museum/ by Charles Eau. Washington, 
1876. Figs. 54 and 55). 

These rude implements are far removed indeed from 
the reaping machines and steam ploughs of to-day ; but 
this is only an additional proof of the vast progress of 
humanity. 

II. THE nOMESTICATIOE* OF ANIMALS. 

When we consider the immense diflBculties which 
primitive man must have encountered in the task of sub- 
duing an animal so powerful as the wild bull, so swift as 
the horse, so fierce as the dog in its natural state, we may 
well wonder how he could tame these wild creatures, and 
not only render them useful allies and devoted servants, 
but also make them trusted friends. 

Any conclusion upon questions relating to the domes- 
tication of animals is rendered especially difficult on ac- 
count of the uncertainty under which we labour with 
regard to the traces of modifications observed upon fossil 
bones; we cannot tell whether these modifications are 
natural or due to the intervention of man, since either 
cause would produce the same effect. Great discrimina- 
tion is required to divine the real agent; and doubt, 
error, and uncertainty still reign with regard to many of 
the questions which we are about to consider. 

It has been well said that ^ animals could exist, and 
have existed, without man, whereas man could not exist 
without animals.’ 

But people are too apt to forget the innumerable diffi- 
culties which may have long interfered with the entire 
subjugation of the animals we now call domestic. Now 
that the- work is accomplished nothing seems to us more 
simple than domestication, that association between the 
beast and man, his master, and too often his tyrant. 

It is true that there is nothing voluntary in this asso- 
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ciation on tbe part of tlie animal, and as M, Bouiey says^ 
with as inucli wit as justice, the lamb did not come of it& 
own accord a submissive victim to bow its innocent head, 
like Iphigenia beneath the steel of Calchas, nor did the 
bull voluntarily submit its neck to the yoke, nor the horse 
open its mouth to receive the bit. Even now, these ser- 
vants, whom we believe to be completely enslaved to our 
will, retain their inborn instinct of independence, and it 
is only by ceaseless effort that man succeeds in rendering 
dormant in some of them that love of liberty which exists 
in all. 

But man has discovered and turned to account in most 
of the animals he has subjected to his rule an instinct 
of sociability, existing together with the love of inde- 
pendence and predisposing them to domestication. Here 
once more his intelligence created him king; his absolute 
authority was accepted in place of that of the chief natu- 
rally chosen by the herd when still possessed of liberty. 

This same intelligence enabled him to discern among 
the beasts of the forest those which would be most useful 
to him by furnishing him with flesh, milk,, muscular 
strength, soft warm fur — all the resources of their in- 
stinctive and sagacious faculties. In this respect the 
work of our earliest ancestors is so complete, that the 
lapse of many centuries has added but little to the riches 
acquired by them. 

What species of wild animal was first chosen for domes- 
tication, and at what epoch it was first tamed, is a question 
which has been often discussed, and which has nevertheless 
received hitherto no satisfactory answer. Palseontology, 
however, has lately added another argument in favour of 
the opinion of those who hold that the dog was the first 
animal subjected to the dominion of man. Professor 
Steenstrnp, of Copenhagen, has proved in a most original 
way that the dog hunted with man and shared his repasts 
at'that remote epoch when the savage inhabitants of Den- 
mark heaped up along the coast of the Baltic the enormous 
kitchen middens. 

M. Ed. Dupont, for his part, has met with the cania 

5 
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familiarhs in the paloeolitliie caves of Belgium — that is, in 
settlements still older than the kitchen middens. It is 
true that the learned director of the Natural History Mu- 
seum of Brussels does not assert as a positive fact, but 
merely supposes, that this animal was very early domesti- 
cated. For it is easy to conceive the useful and indispen- 
sable aid the dog must have afforded to man armed only 
with the axe, the mace, or the arrow of stone, with which 
to stiike the prey that he pursued in its flight or attacked 
in a hand-to-hand combat. The eminently sociable dispo- 
sition of the dog, the innumerable varieties which the 
species prCwSent, and its valuable qualities, natural or ac- 
quired, all tend to prove that it was one of the earliest 
companions of man, whom it has never since abandoned, 
whom it has everywhere followed, and of whom it consti- 
tutes the better part, if we are to believe the witty author 
of L’Esprit des Betes ’ (Townsend). 

It is also Townsend who said : ‘ The dog is the greatest 
conquest man ever made, if M. Buftbn will allow me to 
say so. The dog is the first element in human pi'ogress. 
Without' the dog man would have been condemned to 
vegetate eternally in the sw'addling clothes of savagery. 
It was the dog which effected the passage of human 
society from the savage to the patriarchal state, in making 
possible the guardianship of the flock. Without the dog 
there could be no flocks and herds ; without the flock 
there is no assured livelihood, no leg of mutton, no roast 
beef, no wool, no blanket, no time to spare ; and, conse- 
quently, no astronomical observations, no science, no in- 
dustry. It is to the dog that man owes his hours of 
leisure ’ L’Esprit des Betes,’ p. 149, Paris, 1868). 

There is a great deal of truth in this ingenious trifling. 
Once subjected to the all-powerful influence of man, aided 
by the dog, and transported by him into all climates, our 
animals, slaves at first, and at last domestic, have under- 
gone in the successive ages a series of modifications in 
outward form, size, and the proportions of their limbs, in 
their fur and skin, in their interior organs and their func- 
tions, in their instincts and intelligence. 
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The history of these wonderful and almost infinite 
varieties has been treated by a master hand in a book 
which soon became classic, and was translated into 
several languages, and in which we do not know whether 
to admire most the profound science, the accurate ob- 
servation, the great number of facts on which it is 
based, or the logic of its deductions and breadth of its 
views, though hypotheses sometimes border on rashness. 
I need hardly say that I allude to Darwin’s important 
work, ^ Animals and Plants under Domestication.’ To 
this book, crammed with facts and ideas, I refer those of 
my readers who may be desirous of knowing how far the 
power of man over animated natiure can extend, without 
prejudicing, of course, the iiximense influence he exercises 
over inorganic natiue. It is enough to mention here the 
infinite variety of breeds of dogs, horses, oxen, sheep, pigs, 
fowls, pigeons, &c., which man has created, and still 
creates, either for use or to gratify his caprice. Compare 
the Newfoundland dog with the King Charles spaniel, of 
which the breed is dying out ; the Turkish hairless dog 
with the fleecy Maltese breed; the long-limbed, sharp- 
nosed greyhound with the bow-legged bulldog with the 
short broad muzzle ; compare the Arab horse, so swift in 
its course, with the heavy, but powerful dray horse ; the 
bison of America, with its monstrous head, with our Breton 
or Alderney cow ; the ancona sheep of Massachusetts with 
the Leicester or merino breed, and say whether man is 
not also a creator. A great number of analogous exam- 
ples might be cited from our gallinaceous breeds, from our 
geese and pigeons, if I had the space or the wish to pass 
them all in review. The list would be endless if we came 
to consider the instincts acquired or lost, the fecundity 
increased or diminished, the diet completely changed, the 
acclimatisation and naturalisation of exotic species, &c. 

I know that some savants, few in number, it is true, 
still maintain, in spite of the most significant facts, that 
each one of our domestic breeds was created in its present 
form and on purpose for man, from the beginning ; and 
that it has since remained absolutely unchanged. Thi« 
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remarkable theory does not even deserve a serious reflec- 
tion - 

We may therefore conclude: flrst, that taking into 
consideration the etiects obtained by domestication, the 
power of man is immense. But however great it may be, 
he must, in order to obtain new varieties, call to his aid the 
no less powerful influence of surrounding circumstances ; 
secondly, that all domestic animals owe to a naturally 
social instinct their condition of servitude, to which they 
were reduced by accepting man as their master. 

III. OBlOrTN ANI) HOME OF OUR PRINCIPAL 
DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

We ovre to M. Pictet the important remark that in 
Switzerland as elsewhere the diluvian fauna passes gradu- 
ally into the modern. Thus the urus {Bos primvjenius) 
is associated in the leaf-impressed coal of Diirnten, in the 
canton of Zurich, with the Rhinoceros leptorkiwus and 
the Mephas antiquiis. Later it lived in company with 
the mammoth in the Ehine valley; still later with the 
reindeer and the marmozet ; lastly, at Kobenhausen, we 
find it with the aurochs, when it became the object of tlie 
at tacks of man, who finally extinguished the species. ^ At 
the time of Cmsar, the urws, the elk, the aurochs, still 
roamed through the Hercynian forest- In the course of 
the seven following centuries the two latter were exiled to 
the north. The change was doubtless brought about by 
other causes than any modification in climate; but \ve must 
look to some change in temperature to account for the lUet 
that the two species which formerly existed side by side in 
the Swiss valleys, the reindeer and the elephant, are to-day 
separated from each other by half the meridian of the 
globe.’ ^ 

^ Universal Library of Geneva, ArcMm, vol. xii. p. 299. It 
is toe tliat Africa and even America may claim tine honour of havin"' 
furnished several of our domestic specie.s. Marsii goes even further, 
and affirms that all the species reduced by man to a state of domesti- 
cal ion came originally from the New World. Carl Vogt, on the other 
hand, pronounces in favour of Africa. The question is then still open, 
but we have no doubt that future palfcontulogical discoveries will 
sooner or later throw light upon tne matter. 
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This gradual passage from the diluvian fauna to that 
of the present day shows us several important facts. In 
the first place it allows us to attribute certain specific 
types to more remote epochs than is generally admitted. 
Moreover, it authorises us to seek in these same types the 
original stocks of most if not of all of our domestic breeds. 
Now, as every genus from which the latter are descended 
exists in a fossil state, either in the tertiary beds or in the 
diluvian strata of Europe as well as in those of Asia, there 
is already a strong presumption in favour of the European 
origin of our modern breeds. 

Hence it is only natural and logical to conclude that 
the diluvian species above mentioned survived the great 
iniindation which overwhelmed a great part of Europe at 
the beginning of the fourth epoch, and produced the 
domestic animals of the period of polished stone, which 
themselves are the ancestors of our modern breeds. 

Besides, how can we reasonably attribute an Asiatic 
origin to those animals under domestication as early as 
the period of the most ancient lake dwellings, and even, 
as we shall prove, during the palmoliihic age, that is to 
say, long before the first Ai^an migrations of which 
history makes mention ? The most ancient monuments, 
moreover, bear witness to the existence at the time of 
their construction, more than sixty centuries before Christ, 
of several of our modern breeds, or at any rate of very 
similar ones. There can be no doubt of this fact when we 
see, for instance, on the Egyptian monuments hunting-dogs 
with short novse and hanging ears, and greyhminds with 
upright ears, wbich closely resemble in general build those 
employed in the chase by modern Egyptians. 

M. Saint-Hilaire himself, although an avowed partisan 
and zealous promoter of the opinion which attributes an 
Eastern origin to most of our domestic mammalia, con- 
siders the different varieties of dogs above mentioned as 
breeds already considerably modified by culture ; ^ so much 
so,’ he says, Hhat it is impossible not to fix the date of 
their domestication at a very early epoch, even compared 
with that remote period when we see them in company 
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with the Egyptian hunters.’ Aceliinatation et Domesti- 
cation des Animaux Utiles/ p. 214.) 

And what is that remote pcunod, wlnui conipai'ed with * 
that of the stone age, during whitdi we find t he dog of the 
kitchen middens in Denmark ; the horse at Solutre (rein- 
deer age); and a hound resembling our spaniel, as well as 
several oxen, bearing the unmistakalde character of a 
domesticated condition, in Switzerland ? 

Besides, if the dog, the ox, the horse, &c., were im- 
ported from Asia by the Aryan emigrants, it is hardly 
probable that they would not have been accompanied by 
the Indian elephant and the Bactrian camel ; we ought, 
therefore, to find the bones of these two specit^s mixed 
with those of the dogs, the oxen, the goats, the sheep and 
pigs which they are said to have Inmight with them. 
Now no such discovery has hitherto been made in Europe, 
and no European legend makes mention either of the 
camel or the elephant, which figure largely in Hindu 
mythology. Our domestic animals may therefore have an 
European origin, and this origin, like that of man him- 
self, is far more remote than was at first supposed. 

De Blainville tells ns in his ^ Osteographie’ that none 
of the modern wild species produced the domestic dog, 
but that its original stock is a species which existed dur- 
ing the diluvian period, and which is known to pala3onto- 
logists as canis familiaris fossilis. The remains of this 
species are found in more or less abundance in the caves 
of France, Belgium, and Germany. It is not unreason- 
able to suppose that this dog was tamed by the first in- 
habitants of onr continent, and that it passed from their 
hands into those of the builders of the lake cities and 
of the dolmens, precisely as the reindeer of the period ot 
the caves became domesticated among the Lapps. M. de 
Mortillet also admits that the canis familiaris fosailiiy 
may have been the ancestor of our domestic dog. We 
have already said that the earliest traces of the domesti- 
cation of the dog were found by Professor Steenstrnp in 
the kitchen middens, and the same savant believes that 
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this animal was domesticated in Belgium in the age of 
the mammoth. 

Having observed that all the bones of birds mixed 
with the other remains only retained their diaphysus or 
shaft, which is the hardest part, while the heads or ex- 
tremities had as a rule completely disappeared, Steen- 
striip gave similar hones to domestic dogs to gnaw : they 
only left the shaft, on wdiicli their teeth made marks pre- 
cisely similar to those obs(‘rved on the bones taken from 
the kitchen middens. H(mce Steenstrup concluded that 
the dog was already the companion of the primitive Dane 
in the chase, and the sharer of his meals. It might be 
objected, certainly, that the bones of birds which form 
part of the kitchen refuse might have been gnawed by 
wild dogs, wolves, or foxes ; but the fact is too general, 
and tallies too exactly with the experiment undertaken in 
proof of the Professoi'’s theory, to allow of our refusing to 
attach any faith to the latter. 

If this conclusion were proved to be strictly correct, 
the domestication of the dog took place at a very early 
(‘poch — at the period of the oldest lake dwellings of the 
neolithic age, and perhaps even earlier. Now in the lake 
<*ities two distinct species of dogs were found, as we have 
seen : the one intermediate in size between the watch- 
dog and the pointer ; the other, more recent than the 
preceding, resembling our sheep-dog. 

It is a remarkable fact that the dog is not mentioned 
in the earlier books of the Bible. Moses does not speak 
of it, and there is no mention of it in the book of Joshua 
or in that of Judges. ‘We may assume, therefore, that 
before the time of the kings the Hebrews did not possess 
the dog, although they must have knowm this animal in 
Egypt, where it was domc'.stic'ated long before the days 
of Abraham. The name of the dog occurs first in the Bible 
in the Second Book of Samuel, which tells us no more 
than that the expression, “ head of a dog,” was an insult 
in the time of David ; then the author of the Second 
Book of Kings mentions dogs, but only to relate that 
they devoured the body of Jezebel. It would seem that 
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the Hebrews had not learnt to appreciate the good quali- 
ties of this animal, a circumstance by no means to tlieir 
credit.’^ 

The dog is, as we have said, faiihfully represented on 
the most ancient Egyptian tonihs. It is even ligured in 
a leash and with a collar round the neck. It is therefore 
certain that the Egyptians (h)inesticateJ this aninial, and 
had obtained several bnuals distinct from the original 
stock, whatever that might be.*-^ 

We say original stock and not stocks^ for while we 
admit that all the canine breeds may hav<^ sprung from 
several different varieties, we believe that all European 
(logs are descended from the single con Is faniiUaris 
fos^^ilisy and not from any species of Eastern origin. 
Moreover, with respect to the greater number of our 
Ehiropean domestic species, unity of ancestral savage type 
is the rule, multiplicity the exception.^ 

‘ It is to be presumed,’ says M. H. Milne~Ed wards, 
‘that the domestication of each specicvS of the horse 
family took place in the country to which it is indigenous 
in a wild state, and, consequently, that the ass was tamed 
in Africa, and the horse in the regions occupit^d by the 
Aryan race.’ But he is careful to add, ‘ the horse seems 
to have been originally a native of Central Asia and of a 
})art of Europe ’ (Coviptes-rendus de Vlmtitatj Dec. 
13 , 1869 ). 

i\I. IVIilne-Edwards admits, then, that the horse had an 
European as well as an Avsiatic origin.*^ How can the 
‘ Universal Library of Geneva, vol. 35, p. 50S. 

® Accordiiif,^ to M, Toussaint the breeds re})rescnte(l on the most 
ancient monumonts of ^*<^0 a greyhound with narrow ears, a 

mastin’, a poodle, and a dop^ with hanging ears. (Bee E. Toussaint, 
Mude HUT I' Orhjinfi du Chien dtnnesiiqve.) 

® We do not understand how, after having laid down this principle, 
which appears to be tlie expression of the truth, Hieckcl could say 
almost, immediately afterwards that ‘a dom(‘stic breed is never de- 
scended from a single corresponding wild species/ {Jlntmijof Creoti&n,') 
■* We must also attribute an African origin to the horse, if it is true 
that a type with five lumbar vertcdnie exists, which Banson says is 
peculiar to Africa, while the Asiatic type has six. Finally, Mr. Marsli 
says boldly: ‘ It is now generally admitted Oiat the horse is indigenous 
in America.’ {IteTue Stiisntijique^ 1S78, p. 1,071.) 
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former be denied -when we see the horse so often repre- 
sented on reindeer iiorn, carved or engraved by the artist 
hunters of Languedoc and Perigord ? Is not the faithful 
representation not only of the reindeer, but also of the 
mammoth, the ox, the saiga, the horse, the pig, &c., proof 
positive tluit the artists had these animals under their 
eyes and almost close to their hand, since they fed upon 
their tlesh and hunted them continually ? These horses of 
the fourth epoch, at first wild, probably became domestic 
a little later, that is, part of the human society, and were 
sheltered, caia^d for, made use of by the latter as it gradu- 
ally advanced towards a condition of life less rude, less pre- 
carious, less adventurous. Is it likely that the aborigines 
of Europe, impelled by the same necessities, gifted with 
the same instincts, and guided by the same feelings as the 
peoples of Asia, waited until the precise moment of the 
invasion of tlm latter before thinking of taming an animal 
whose inttdligence, strength, grace and rapidity of motion, 
not to speak of its thick hide and delicate flesh, they must 
have known equally well how to appreciate ? 

M. Toussaint for his part believes he has discovered 
traces of the domestication of the horse at the epoch of 
Solutre (reind(?er age) ; ^ and long before Marcel de Serres 
had pointed out, in speaking of the bones of tbe same 
animal found in the caves of Bize and Lunel-Viel, modifi- 
cations which led him to the same- conclusions respecting 
an earlier epoch than that of Solutre. The cave of Lunel- 

^ In s\appnrt of his conjectures M. Toiisaaint draws attention to the 
almost complete similarity of the bones of Solutre with tl ose of the 
modern animal. The only diflercnce consists in the absence, in the im- 
mense majority of adult, specimens found in the Cros Chamier, of the 
union bet ween the metacarpal and metatarsal rudimentary or lateral 
bones (stylets), and the principal metacarpal and metatarsal bones 
(the ca7iom of veterinary surgeons). These bunes are alwa>s united in 
the equus eahalhis of to-day The great number of the bones, their 
age of four, five, or six years, the asscmblat’e in one place of all the 
parts of the skdeton, are, according to M. Toussaint, indications that 
the horses of Solutre were killed, cut up, and eaten on the same spot as 
domestic animals, and not hunted in a wild state, and carried from a 
distance, and piecemeal, as was the case in the earliest caves of ttie 
archffiolithic age. ' (Tou^saint and TAbb^ Ducrost, Du C/uml da7is ' 
station' de MutrS.) 
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Viel belongs to the epoch of the cave bear and hya?na, and 
probably that of Bixe also ; but some archaaologists attri- 
bute it to the reindeer age. 

Professor Gervais dates the domestication of the horse 
from the glacial period. Lastly, in a recent V'ork(^r)as 
Kuropaische Wildpferd und dessen Bezieb ungen zum dr> 
niesticirten Pferde ’), which we regret to say we only know 
from the brief analysis which IVL Vignier has made of it, 
Eeker propounded theories very similar to our own upon 
the origin of the domestic horse. He says that the Euro 
pean horse of the fourth epoch probably gave birth to the 
small stunted breed, with the large head, rounded forehead, 
and short neck, which is found in fossil at Solutre, and 
which is still represented by the wild hors(‘S of the Rhone 
delta, and of the steppes of Russia. But he adds that this 
primitive breed was almost entirely supplanted by an 
Asiatic breed, larger and more robust, and that our 
domestic horse is the result of the mixture of the two 
races ; this seems probable, if not ahs(.)lutely proved. 

We may add, moreover, that as M. Pictet himself 
admits, the most trustworthy anatomists recognise that 
the great majority of the fossil remains of the horse found 
ill Europe resemble so closely the bones of the Equus 
cabcilliLs of modern days, that it is almost impossible to 
distinguish them from each other. It is needless to draw 
the conclusion. This theory distances the opinion of some 
naturalists, and still more that of the Emir Abd-el-Kader, 
who maintained that Abraham was the tamer of the first 
Arab horse, from which the whole race is descended. So 
easily does national pride, joined to ignorance of fact, alter 
the history of nature ! 

I do not know on what precise documents M. Petermosi 
founds his assertion, that the Aryans were in possession 
of the horse from the year 19,350 B.c. ; what appears cer- 
tain is that it existed in China 2,350 years before our era. 

We have already mentioned that M. Milne-Edwards 
believes that the ass is of African origin, and M. F. Lenor- 
mant shares his opinion. Philology furnishes a proof in 
Bupport of this theory, as the ass has a name of Semitic 
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origin, aton (plural atnot) the slow animal, while the 
Latin name of the horse is allied to the ISanscrit agva^ the 
swift, ^ 

To the data furnished by philology we may add those 
gathered from the representations on the ancient Egyp- 
tian monuments, and from the texts of the Bible, which 
all tend to confirm the opinion that the horse and the ass 
were originally natives of totally different countries. The 
horse was first domesticated on the high grounds of Central 
Asia, and the Aryan emigrations were the principal agent 
in its diffusion over the globe ; it was tamed at a later 
date by the Semitic races, and only appeared in Egypt 
about 2,500 years before the Christian era. The ass is an 
African species, which wms probably first domesticated on 
the banks of the Nile. From Egypt it early passed into 
the hands of Semitic tribes, who afterwards introduced 
it among the Aryans of Persia and Greece, This animal, 
which finally became universally used, took a direction 
exactly contrary to that of the horse. Starting fi'om 
opposite points, they ended by meeting and by being 
almost everywhere employed together.’ {Gom^)tes-TendAhs 
deTInstihoty Feb. 7, 1870, p. 279.) 

But etymologies, however learned, are by no means 
always valuable as proofs in questions of natural history ; 
and, moreover, we should call attention to a fact concern- 
ing the ass similar to that observed with respect to the 
horse. The fossil remains of the former animal occur in 
the cave of Aurignac, in Belgium, and elsewhere. Why, 
then, may we not assume that it was domesticated by 
European man of the fourth epoch ? 

The Ox . — After a careful examination of the bones of 
the horse, the ox, the goat, the sheep, and the pig, found 
in the Belgian caves of the reindeer age, Professor Steen- 
strup thought he was justified in concluding that the 

1 From the plural atnot we have the primitive Greek form Sryoy, 
which was succeeded by tcvos, whence were derived asims, asellus^ 
adlv 4 (Gothic), asel (Old English), esil (Old High German), esel (Modern 
German), and, lastly, ipos. M. Lenormant tells us, moreover, that 
atnot is from atuna, to walk slowly. 
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animals to which these bones had belonged were com- 
pletely, or at any rate partly, domesticated. He, there- 
fore, attributed to all of them a purely European origin, 
and this also is the opinion professed by Cuvier in his 
later works. 

Besides the Uni'S which the inhabitants of the lake 
cities of the neolithic age hunted in their fore^sts, and 
which were still to be found there in the time of Ciesar, 
the lakes have preserved the remains of several bovine 
species from which Professor Kiitimeyer, well known by 
his excellent works on the ancient fauna of Helvetia, 
Owen, and Darwin believe that several ot our modern 
breeds are descended. Carl Vogt, and Cuvier also attribute 
an European origin to the ox. All our domestic breeds of 
cattle, excepting those with a hump, are descemh^d, ac- 
cording to Darwin, from three species, of which the fossil 
remains are to be found, but which no longer exist in a 
wild state ; these are ; — 

1. Bos jiriuufjemus^ domesticated in Switzerland 
from the epoch of polished stone, and resembling the 
modern Frisian breed of cattle. 

2. Bos longifrom {B, hmchyce.roSy Owen), contem- 
porary in Switzerland with the preceding, and still domes- 
tic in England during the Eoman occupation; this species 
is considered by Professor Owen to be the original stock 
from which the black cattle of Wales and the Scotch 
Highlands are descended. 

3. Lastly the (Nilsson) of Scandinavia, 

the companion of Bos longifrons in the fourth epoch, 
and afterwards reduetjd with the latter to a state of do- 
mestication.* 

The paintings of the sepulchres of Ancient Egypt 
(paintings which go back nearly to the age of polished 
stone) represent several breeds of the bovine race already 
bearing the yoke and harnessed to the plough. Some 
even figure cows without horns, whose legs have been 

^ Carl Vogt considers los fronioms and 'bos to be merely 

varieties of bos 
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tied so that they might be milked in the presence of the 
calf, which is allowed to remain beside them. 

Goat — The same arguments which are urged in favour 
of attributing an European origin to our domestic dogs, 
horses, and oxen, apply also to the various kinds of goats, 
sheep, pigs, cats, and rabbits. Eare in the caves of the 
palseolithic age, common in the lake dwellings of the neo- 
lithic period, represented in the paintings of the fourth 
Egyptian d}masty with hanging ears like those of the 
modern breed in that country, mentioned by the primi- 
tive Aryans, in Genesis, ilomer and Greek mythology 
(Amalthipa, the nurse of Zeus), the goat was domesticated 
from the earliest times. There is, therefore, no reason why 
we should not admit several primitive stocks from which, 
as in the case of the dog, the horse, and the ox, our 
modern breeds of goats are sprung. The principal appear 
to have been the wild goat of our mountains, perhaps the 
Gapra Hispaoiica, discovered by Schimper ; the wild goat 
of the inoimtains of Asia, or the paseng of the Persians ; 
lastly the Capra Falconeri^ native of India. 

Sheep . — Alore recent than the goat, the sheep is 
nevertheless found with it in the lake dwellings, but it is 
rarer than the latter in those which date from the palseo- 
lithic age. In the lake cities of the age of bronze it only 
differs from our modem sheep in the form of its horns, 
which resemble those of the Capra kircus. According to 
M. Eoger de Guimps, the sheep is not represented in the 
Egyptian paintings of the fourth dynasty, where, as we have 
seen, the hgure of the goat frequently occurs. Domesti- 
cated under the name of ovi (whence ovis, oi>) among tlie 
primitive Aryans, the sheep was well known to the Hebrews 
and to the Greeks of the time of the siege of Troy. Homer 
makes frequent mention of them. 

Opinions differ with respect to the original stock of 
our modern breeds of domestic sheep. It was long be- 
lieved, and some naturalists still hold to this theory, that 
the modern mouflon of Sardinia and Northern Africa was 
the parent stock. Professor Gervais and M. Pitzinger 
believe that our modern breeds are descended from one or 
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more diluvian species now completely extinct ; and this is 
also my opinion. 

Th e Pig. — It seems little doubtful that the many dif- 
ferent breeds of pigs are descended from several distinct 
species. Besides the wild boar, which is found in the 
caveSj and which was easily tamed, we find in the earliest 
lake dwellings : — 

1. A smaller species, known as the marsh pig 
scTofa palustris)y and which appears to be the type of the 
porcine family in the Canton of the Grisons. 

2. The large species found at Cuncise, very similar to 
our modern breed. Both species, supposing them not to 
he merely varieties of Sus scrofa ferus^ are indigenous to 
Europe. Beckoned unclean by the Egyptians, the pig 
occurs nowhere in the paintings on the tombs. I need 
hardly say that it is also regarded as unfit for food by the 
Jews, It formed, on the contrary, a considerable item in 
the diet of the Greeks and of the Gauls. The primitive 
Aryans had domesticated this animal and used its fiesh 
for food. 

According to Nathusius all the breeds of pigs may be 
reduced to two principal types, which are osteologically 
different — the Indica formerly diffused over all coun- 

tries, from the extreme east of Asia, where it still exists 
in Siam, China, and Japan, to Western Europe; to this 
type belongs the Sus scrofa palustris. The other is the 
Sus scrofa ferus^ or wild boar, whose habitat extends from 
the west of Europe eastward as far as India, and from 
which, in our own opinion, although some naturalists 
maintain the contrary, our modern domestic breed is 
sprung. We are assured, and M. de Guimps repeats, that 
when crossed these two species are extremely prolific, and 
that all the most improved English breeds are the result 
of the mixture of the two races. 

Nearly all modem naturalists are agreed in considering 
the wild boar of the forests as the source of our domestic 
breeds. M. Sanson alone maintains the contrary opinion, 
based upon the fact that the wild boar has only five lumbar 
vei tebrae, whereas the domestic pig has always, according 
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to him, six. Tho Chinese pig has only four. Can domes- 
tication, he asks, increast^ or diminish the number of 
vertebne ? ^Vhy not, since it has produced an extra toe 
uptai the feet of som<^ of our canine breeds, since it has 
complet<‘ly modifitnl the dental system of certain varieties 
of the same spe(‘i<‘s — the greyhound and bnlldog, for ex- 
ample ; sinct* it has <‘omph‘tt‘ly removed the horns from 
a tpiiti^ modern breed of cattle ; since some of our domes- 
tic sheep have two and even four pairs of horns; since, 
tinally, donn‘sti(‘ation has so completely altered the 
skeleton of some of our modern breeds of pigeons, that, 
■were they found in a wild state, they would probably be 
considered as so many distinct genera? Moreover, it is 
W(dl known that any organs in the form of a series, and 
the v(?rtt‘])rai more than any others, are subject to frequent 
numerical variations. The arguments urged by M. Sanson 
do not, theiN.dbre, seem to me to be sufficiently strong to 
change the generally n.'ceivod opinion as to tlie origin of 
the Kuropean donu‘stic pig. 

(kit . — The wild instincts of the cat prevented its early 
douujstication. Its flesh, moreover, is unpalatable and its 
us(^ inconsiderable. Hence we find it for the first time in 
Egypt, forming part of a group of bronze statuettes, which 
repVestmts three divinities, at whose feet lies a cat suckling 
its young. Now this groxip, according to M. Koger de 
(luiinps, is not earlier than 650 B.O. 

The same author says that the mummies of cats of the 
ancitnii Egyptian tombs all beloiig to species then wild in 
that I'ount ry, and of which at least two, the Fdis caligulata 
and th(‘ FeUs buhastis, retain their independence. 

It was only in the middle ages that tlie domestic cat, 
unknown to the Aryans, to Moses, to Homer, Aristotle 
and IMiiiy, was introduced into Europe. On the other 
hand, M.'Saint-Hilaire maintains that it was domesticated 
in Egypt from the earliest antiquity. Its original habitat 
was, he says, the north-east of Africa and the east of 
Asia, and all our feline breeds are descended from the 
gloved cat {Fdis maniculata) of Nubia and iVbyssinia, and 
perhaps also from an Asiatic species hitherto undetermined. 
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But why should we go so far to seek that which is 
perhaps to be found close at hand ? Why should we not 
regard the Catus ferns of the quaternary b(H'ls as the 
ancestor of the Catus ferits of our forests, and the latter 
as the stock frona which our domestic brenai is sprung? 
Since the reindeer, the contemporary of the mammoth 
and cave-bear, has come down to us without losing its 
specific- identity, why should it not be the same in the 
case of the cat and many animals of wiiich man has made 
conquest, and with whose typical n^presentants, since 
modified, his bones, or the products of his primitive in- 
dustry, are mingled ? 

Rabbit — Hare, — Among our domestic animals tliere is 
one in particular to which it is impossible to attrihut(‘ an 
Asiatic origin, namely, the rabbit, the Lepus cwuicidns of 
LinnfEUS. Unknown to Aristotle, who makes no mention 
of it, and even to Xenophon, whatever Cuvier may say, 
the rabbit was still uncommon in Greece and Italy to- 
wards the beginning of the second century before the 
Christian era. In the present geograpliical pendod it 
seems to have been first domesticated in Spain, and later 
in France ; but it soon multiplied there to such a degree, 
especially in the south, that ‘ this pernicious animal,’ says 
Strabo, extended its ravages from Spain to Marseilles. I n 
the time of Pliny the breed had become so numerous that 
the inhabitants of the Balearic Isles were constrained to 
seek military aid against the rabbits : Auxibkwi ')uilitare 
a divo Augusta petitum. 

The remains of the hare and of the rabbit are aliundant 
in the diluvian beds of France ; there is no reason, thert*- 
fore, to prevent our considering the rabbit found in a fossil 
condition in Central Europe {Lejms priscus^ Piettc) as tlie 
source of our domestic breeds. But this domestication 
took place late probably, if it is true that primitive Euro- 
pean man long rejected as unclean the flesh of Lepus 
timidus} It is certain that Ed. Lartet discovered none 

' It is well known that the Jews also considorod the flesh of the 
hare and rabbit unclean. The Romans were I’ar from shariii*^^ this 
repugnance; for Martial docs homage to the hare in the verse 

Inter quadruj)fides gloria 2)rima lepi^s. 
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of tlie bones of the hare in those of the Pyrenean caves 
which wt‘rc inhabited exclusively by man, neither have 
any betui fotmd in tlie Danish kitchen middens- In our 
own day the Dap])s and a few other European tribes still 
holti the tiesh of the hare and rabbit in abhorrence. 

— The question as to whether or no this 
animal was domesticated by quaternary man is still an 
open one. But wdio would dream of looking for its 
original home on the banks of the Oxus or of the Ganges? 
Is it not more natural to suppose that it was at least 
partly domesticated towards the end of the period which 
lieatvS its name, and in those districts where its bones are 
mnv found ? Such at least is the opinion of Virchow and 
of Fraas, who date the domestication of the reindeer in 
( birmany from about the time of the cave of La Madelaine.^ 
Oervais and Piette also admit the domestication of 
i he reindeer in the latter half of the palaeolithic age. Dr. 
IS milet seems disposed to think that from the beginning 
(»f the fourtii epoch the reindeer filled an important posi- 
tion in the life of thosti families who had made them- 
selves masters of it; but this subject, like so many others 
und(.‘r our consideration, requires renewed and more ac- 
(‘urate investigation. 

According to Kiitiinoyer the cave of Kesslerloch has 
furnished no proof that its inhabitants were in possession 
of domestic animals. The almost complete absence of 
dogs makes this supposition highly probable. However, 
the repose of the attitude of the horse, the truth of that 
of the pig in the drawings they have made of those 
animals, are an argument in favour of the contrary 
opinion. However this may be, we have under our eyes 


* M. Fraas adduces philological grounds whose strict accuracy we 
caiinot warrant in support of bis opinion. liindvieh in German, he 
»i\ys, means largo cattle. Now the root of this word is reniien^ to run, 
whence Remithiar, the swift animal par excellence. Hence he con- 
tluties that the domestication of tlie reindeer preceded that of the ox 
which replaced it, and of which the wild stock has retained the name 
of (/rocks, F>ven after the ox had begun to slmre the labour of man 
the lauds of large cattle were still known as Rindvieh, that is to say, 
reindeer herds. 

T 
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the remains of an ancient fauna uniting in a single spot 
animals now scattered over every part of the earth, and 
whose simultaneous existence, as illle. J. JMestorf justly 
remarks, was not formerly even suspected. 

Birds . — We will say nothing of the birds, reptiles, or 
fishes found in the caves, in the kitchen middens, or be- 
neath the lake dwellings, since it is agreed by all the 
authors who have written upon this subject, that no 
species of any of these three classes was domesticated by 
the primitive Europeans, or, more properly speaking, by 
the Europeans anterior to the Aryans. 

Invertebrate Animals . — There is nothing to show 
that quaternary European man turned any of these to 
account. He might perhaps have gathered the honey of 
the bee, which has been since domesticated; but it is 
clear that he knew nothing of the silkworm, cultivated 
by the Chinese, who knew how to spin its silk 2,700 years 
before our era. 

Gonclusions . — To sum up : the greater number of our 
domestic ardmals, commonly regarded as originally natives 
of Central Asia, are on the contrary of European origin. 
Their primitive stock, whether single or multiple, it 
matters little which, goes back in the case of many of 
them to a remote geological antiquity, that is to say, at 
least as far as the fourth epoch. 

^ It is very unlikely,’ says M. de Quatrefages, ‘ that 
previous to our epoch man always lived alone, without 
any of those allies in which he has trusted from all an- 
tiquity. It is not more probable that his earliest com- 
panions perished completely at the time of the last great 
upheaval, while their master alone survived it. It is 
therefore very possible that some at least of our domestic 
animals are directly descended from species contemporary 
with the first men, and have their origin consequently in 
a geological period anterior to that in which we live.’ 
{Revne des Cours Sdentifiques, Jxxly 1868.) 

It is understood, of course, that this same original 
stock may exist no longer, except in a fossil state. That 
of the dog, of the horse, of the ox, &c,, are cases in point. 
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We arc so acctistomed to look to the East for the solution 
of similar problems to those under consideration, that we 
forgot what lies near at hand, and may furnish a simpler 
(‘xplanation. We do not, ho'wever, deny that several species 
or varieties, very similar to our own domestic ones, may 
have to come io us from the East, and have formed half- 
])reecls and different varieties by mingling with the 
breeds already existing in Europe. The Eastern origin of 
certain species now domesticated among us is open to no 
manm*r of doubt. Such are, for example, the peacock, a 
native of India, the common pheasant, brought from the 
banks of the Fhasis after the expedition of the Argonauts; 
the cock perhaps, and the silkworm, cultivated in China 
for lufarly thn^e tliousand years. 

A few animals only come to us from Africa. The 
guinea fowl, the canary, and perhaps also the ferret, are 
instances. Otlu^rs, lastly, have been imported from America 
at a comparatively recent epoch. These are the guinea 
pig, the turkey, the musk duck, improperly termed the 
Harbary du(‘k, the Canada goose, and the cochineal from 
Nepal. To Europe belong, in our opinion, the dog, the 
cat, the h<n*se, the ass, the pig, the ox, the goat, the 
slK*ep, the rabbit; among birds the pigeon, the common 
fowl,^ the duck, the common goos<i, the swan, and among 
inst‘cts, the bee meUifica^ Linnseus). 

We intist not conclude this chapter without referring 
to a facit of great importance lately revealed to us by 
paheontology. I mean the discovery of the remains of 
the horse, and even of several species or varieties of the 
horse {Jiquus neor/wuH^ mqjoTy &c.) in the post-pliocene 
or quaternary beds of South Carolina, Buenos Ayres, 
Brazil, Chili, &c. Now it is well known that, previous to 
the (kmqu(‘st, horses were tinknown in America, and 
that those of tlu^ coiKjuerors inspired them with astonish- 

’ M. says lie fotmd in the cave of Gourdan, of the pahcnlitbic 

period, some bones of birds which he attributes to a variety of the 
dom^'sfic 

According; to Lund tlie horses of the Bra?nian caves are in ever}' 
r(\spect similar to our modern hontes. See Biblwt-heque Univ&j'salU of 
Geneva, Archives, vol. v. p. 37, 
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liientj not nnmiiigled with fear. In the same districts 
were found bones of dogs, pigs, oxen, and sheep, wdiich so 
closely resemble those of our modern breeds as to be mis- 
taken for the latter. Had these also an Eastern origin, or 
must we suppose, with Professor Agassiz, that they btdor.g 
to a special and completel}’' independent centre of c*reation? 
Must believe that these species, appai’cntly identical 
with ours, lived simultaneously in the (Jld and New Con- 
tinents at the beginning of the fourth epoch, but. that 
they became extinct in America without having been 
domesticated there, while the dom<‘stication of thest‘. same 
species took place in Europe and Asia, and that they here 
survived their American brethren until our o\vn day ? 
Did the latter disappear from their country long before 
the time when we transported thither our breeds of dogs, 
horses, oxen, sheep, goats, pig«, &c., which liave sinta^ 
multiplied almost to excess, and become so wonderfully 
modified? Or, finally, must we suppose, as the Abbe 
Krasseur de I'ourbourg is inclined to believe, that the 
New World civilized the Old, especially Egypt and Libya, 
transporting thither its domestic animals, its industry, its 
hieroglyphic characters, and even its religion so dt^eply 
tinged with zoomorphism and anthropomorphism? So 
profound is still the obscurity, and so impenetrable are the 
veils which still envelop these questions, all important to 
the history of humanity. 

rv. oBiaiir of oub ottetivateb plants. 

It would be a great mistake to attribtite a foreign or 
Eastern origin to all our plants at present under culti- 
vation. Indeed, one of the most eminent botanists of 
modern times, Oswald Heer, declares it to be established 
beyond all dispute, that the plants which flourish to-day 
in the canton of Zurich in a wild state arc the continu- 
ation of the diluvian flora. He holds the same opinion 
with regard to half the Alpine plants, those, that is to say, 
which grow upon the peaks of the Swiss mountoins. The 
other half belong to types besought from Scandinavia by 
the immense erratic block ■'^thhich the diluvian glaciers 
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carried from the mountains of Germany to the Alps, then 
n^cently upheaved, and as far as the Vosges and the Jura. 

As to the cultivated plants which, with those of the 
valleys and the Alpine species properly so called, foi'mthe 
three elements which constitute the modern Swiss tiora, 
the following are Ueer’s W'ords with respect to them ; — ‘The 
ancestors of many of our modern cultivated vegetables 
were originally indigenous to onr soil. The great revo- 
lutions which ovtawvhelmed their country, and changerl 
its configurat ion, drove them from it, and it was not until 
a later period that their descendants returned to it, them- 
selves unchange<L They now seem to be foreigners 
amongst us, yet they are descended from the true natives, 
which thus show what great modification plants undergo J 
Sc- NaL voL iii. 1865, p. 183.) 

We give some examples borrowed from the author of 
this remarkable wmrk on antediluvian botany. 

Our hazel is probably sprung from an allied species 
{Corjjlas Mac~Qiiarrii, Forb.) which flourished in the 
iniocene period. The Fafjii'fi deiicalionis (Unger), very 
common in Switzerland during the same epoch, but still 
Tin known in Denmark and even in Normandy during the 
age of stone, is considered to be the primitive type of our 
nioclern beech. A plantain tree hardly to be distinguished 
from that of America ; a species of Cyprus, and the liquid- 
ami jar also grew formerly in the Helvetian forests. A 
w’alnut closely resembling ours, wdiich disappeared from 
Switzerland after the formation of the tertiary miocene 
strata, was preserved in Persia and on the mountains of 
Asia by means of an allied species. At a later period it 
was reintroduced, first into Greece, then at Eome, in the 
time of the kings, and reappeared in the Alpine valleys. 

]\L Gaston de Laporta, well known by his valuable 
works on vegetable palaeontology, also reports numerous 
examples which prove the possibility of deriving from 
indigenous antediluvian types a large number of cultivated 
vegetables, which are commonly supposed to be of exotic 
and comparatively recent origin. I need only mention a 
few instances. 
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I shall not dispute the stt^ry that N<nih planted the 
vine in Judea ; but it- is ctniain that this plant is far more 
ancient than Noah, since to find its original stuck must 
go back to the oldest ttu'tiary strata. 

Our bay laurel {Kerhcm 0liutiulei\ TJnnams) dates 
through its ancestors [Ki^riuni fnmi th(^ (‘})oeh of 

the formation of the upper chalk btnls, nixd I'xdbre attain- 
ing its present form it passtil su<•ct‘^sively through thosi‘ 
of the iV. Parisiense (eocene bt‘ds of the l>asin), of 

the i\L Stirtha cense (mean eocene sandstone of the 
Warthe), of the iV. rqnnium (upp<a- eiX^tuu^ gypsum of 
Aix), of the N. Gaiidri/a)iiv7n (io\v(U' iniocetu*), of tlie 
N, Oleander ^dioceiiicuvi Provence (lower pliocene); 
all of which forms differ but little from <^ai*h otlun*. anti 
of which the last, N. Oleander pliacenicnifi) so elostJv 
resembles our modern bay laurel as to bt^ speeitit'all^'- 
confounded with it. 

Similar modifications have taken plact^ in the })ala*o€t*ne 
stock {Laurns OmaLU) of the nobh^ or poet's laund (Lu/./- 
ru8 nohilis), of which the successive stagt's, bt‘ginning 
with the most recent types, are as follows : t he L, Oa/ntf- 
riensis of the lower pliocene strata of the jMt'ximitmx, a 
species which still exists in the Canary Ish‘s; tlie X. 
prmceps of the upper miocene beds; the L. prinilfjcn lit 
of the gypsum of the upper eocene beds near Aix ; thn 
X. Decaisneana (mean eocene); lastly, the X. Omalii^ 
the earliest form (paljnocene). 

Our European ivy {Iledera helix) also dates back 
beyond the tertiary epoch to the JL primordktlis of the 
chalk beds, which, before producing our common ivy, has 
passed through the forms of Hedera. prisca of Sezanne ; 
iX Philiberti of the gypsum of Aix; XT. Kargii of 
GEnigen ; E, acutelobata of Dernbach ; XX 31ae-Quarni 
of Greenland ; E. Strozzi of Tuscany. 

We must not forget to say that many vegetable types 
which now occupy the warm or temperate regions of 
Europe are sprung from Arctic types which were distributed 
all over the continent during the whole of the miocene 
period. Several seguoia^ the liquidambars, the beech, the 
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lime, willinvs, aiders, birches, elms, maples, ashes, and 
walnuts, may be cited as examples. 

It does not enter into the plan of this book to en- 
deavour to determine the origin of all the plants now 
under cultivation, and to trace all their varieties. I have 
said enough to prove that this origin must be sought in a 
more distant time, and in a nearer place than it was 
ft )rmerly supposed, indeed than many still imagine. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

XAViaATIOy AXT) COMMERCE. 

1 . ITAViaATIOIO'. 

His breast must have btnm bound ^viih a triple circle of 
bronze, as Horace says, who first ventured to trust himself 
to the mercy of the waves on a tref* trunk liollow<Hi 
with the axe and with tire, or in a frail craft made of 
birch, bark, reeds, or tlu‘ skin <»f si‘a*eows. 

The canoe, formed of a singhi trunk, w'us tlie first iyjH' 
of the great tliree-inasted ship and of the ir« aielad. kSome- 
times pointed at both ends, sonudinu*s with sliarp hows 
and square stern,^ the oaiio(‘H were doubtless us(kI by the 
Danes of the age of stone to seek tluar food in tln^ opiui 
sea, to which practice the numin*ous mollus(*s and st‘a-Hsh 
whose remains still lie in In^aps on the shun‘s of th(i 
Baltic bear witness. The inhabitants of the eavlic^st Swiss 
lake dwellings used them for the same purpose. 

Moreover, it is impossible to doubt that the first 
attempts at navigation date from the arclhToIithic age, 
when w^e find, buried twenty or thirty yards below th<i 
beds of rivers in Scotland, England, France, and Italy, 
canoes still containing the stone axe with which tlu^ were 
hollowed, and lying beside bones of num and of tlu^ Elephm 
2yrimigenius or mammotli, with whom tlu^ were con- 
temporary. 

Some of these canoes, belonging to the age of polished 
stone, are of considerable dimensions. Su(‘li wert^, for 
example, those found at Robcnhausen, Glasgow*, >Saint- 

* In spite of their great antiquity the canoes of the Swiss lake 
dwellings resemble in every respect those of the islanders of the Pacitic. 
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\';iU'ry5 in the Valley of the Somme, 'which were no less 
than t(‘n to fifty ft^et long by two to four wide. Tln^y 
\V(‘r(* all of oak, formed of a single trunk, and shaped out- 
isi<ie and in with more or less skill. It is almost unneces- 
sary to say that they were all propelled by Oiirs and not 
]\v sails. Tlie use of the latter was long unknown to 
Kuro])(‘an man as to the inhabitants of the New World, 
always (‘xet^pting tlie ancient Peruvians. 

Sev(‘rai caiKuxs not less than twelve feet long by three 
wi<h^ have biHOt dug up in the British Isles ; they were 
fnrnisluHl at both ends with a species of handle, which 
Status to indicate that they were carried like the bark 
canoes us(‘tl by th<^ inhabitants of the shores of the 
North American lakes. 

The Plaenicians can, therefore, no longer be regarded 
as tlu^ (‘arli(‘st navigators in our seas, although they had 
toucln^l tln‘ shoi'es of Spain and settled in that country 
l^cfore the time of Homer. At a far more remote epoch 
men acquainted with at least the rudiments of navigation 
bronglit from Sardinia to Elba and the neighbouring 
Islaml of Pianosa, pieces of black obsidian rock, foreign to 
these islands, from wliich thti inhabitants made knives as 
sliarp as those of JMexico. The numerous flint implements 
found in the same islands "were brought thither from the 
country since known as France. 

It is easy to undtinstand that with such craft long 
voyagt's undertaken for trading purposes were impossible. 
But it is perhaps a mistake to suppose that the sea formed 
an impassable barrier to these early navigators. Authen- 
ticated facts, quoted by trustworthy authors — Humboldt, 
Kane, and Wilson, for example — prove that this assertion 
is too sweeping. Thus the hayah of an Eskimo fisher- 
man, w'lio was found living on the shores of Scotland, is 
preserved in the museum at Aberdeen. Other Eskimos 
of Greenland and Labrador have been more than once 
carried by ocean currents from the New to the Old World. 
Lastly, . Wilson cites the recent example of a Japanese 
iimk winch was shipwrecked in Oregon, and whose crew 
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was found captive among tin* Indians of tlie Huilstads Bay 
Territory Prehistoric Maud p, 

Nothing, therefore, is opposed to the belitd' that our 
ancestors of the stone age were a<*(|uaintiHl with a v<u'v 
simple form of navigation, dangi*rous and iu‘eessarily vmy 
limited in extent. 

Even in our own day, however, th(‘ ('lalam Indians (»f 
the vStraits of Fuea holl<AV out of ctMlar trunks with tluur 
stone axes, canoes fifty hnd long, eapa])le of t‘ontaiuing a 
<a*e\v of thirty men. With tlu*se eaiuu^s they hravt^ the 
tempests of the Paeitie, an<l venture, even to har])oou tht^ 
whale, which they prevent from diving by floats of steals’ 
skins filled with air and attaeh(‘d to tin* harpoon by long 
(*urds. Alore simple canoes made froui tht* stem of a palm 
tree are used by the Yucueari Indians in travelling with 
their children and goods. Th<y put both into the cano<‘, 
and the husband and wife swimming om^ on (utlu^r std(‘, 
they thus make between thirty and forty mih‘s a day. 
Our primitive barks may have servt‘d tin* sanu* purpose, 
and may often have been propcdled in like manner. 

The inhabitants of those vast districts iut(‘rsect(‘d by 
lakes and rivers, which extend from the (jiulf of Saint 
fjawrence to the Pacific construct light and (degant bouts 
from thin planks of cedar wood covered with hireh-bark, 
which they carry from^one lake to another just, as a Eu- 
ropean traveller sometimes carries his portmanteau from 
one railway station to another.* Lastly, w(* know tlu,‘ 
balsas or rafts, which cannot sink, of tlui ancient Peru- 
vians, constructed from beams of a light porous wood 
covered with a flooring of reeds. Tiny were provided 
with two masts supporting a large woollen or (‘ot ton sail, 

^ The namo^o;T?<iy/?is jyiven to those parts of: the inanilaiid travers^jd 
by travellers when obliged to bear on their shoulders the canoe and its 
contents. Some of these barks, which are at leiust four yards long, 
weigh barely thirty pounds. Those called raiuster canoes ar<^ longer un<l 
wider, and consequently heavier. *Tho Kgyptians of the time of 
Juvenal, and even those of our own day, launch on the Nile rafts iiiado 
or earthenware vases bound together by cords, covtu-ed witli cancs, anti 
moved along the current by oars. Arrived at their tlestinalitm, tb(*y 
break the raft and sell the vessels at the bazaar.’ (Wilson, Prehuturk 
Man^ p. 98.) 
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a tiller and a movable keel. Simpler balsas now 
us<‘ii upon the Lake of Cliiqiiito in Bolivia are merely 
ibnued of two tliiek bundles of reeds live or six yards long. 
Thtw are propelled by means of a sail also made of plaited 
r«»eds, or by oars. The canoes naturally recall to miud 
the CO rad (’s of tlu^ ancient Britons, the bayclars of the 
Ahuitian Isles, and still more the Icmjahs in which the 
Eskimos brave the winds and waves in perfect safetyd 
Jhit wliat. an immtmse distance separates the primitive 
'^eauot‘s, the coracles^ the ba.ydars^ the hayaks, and the 
balsas^ from our sailing vessels, and above all from those 
formidable ships moved by steam with a power which 
modtu'n seicuiet^ strengthens or moderates at will 1 

it, was only by a strong reinforcement of men, by 
mt‘ans of a trtdde rank of rowers, even in the time of 
Darius and Xm-xes that the galleys cut their way through 
th(‘ waves of the Hellespont^ 

‘Our ships of war,’ says M. Michel Chevalier, ‘are 
furnished with engines nominally of fourteen thousand 
horse-power; hut as their possible force, only employed 
in (‘a>se of nec(‘ssity, is five times as great, they are really 
engines of seventy thousand horse-power. As the horse 
of st<?am is twice as strong as the animal of flesh and 
l)lood, and as the engine works night and day, whereas 
the hack or the plough horse can seldom go more than 
ought hours, a steam horse does the work of six of these 
animals, which we nevertheless consider such useful and 
convenient servants. Here, then, is a machine which alone 
represents four hundred and twenty thousand horses at 
work. With the exception of the unparalleled army 
which Napoleon led across the Niemen, en route for 
Moscow in the summer of 1812, I do not think there has 
ever been in modern times a single army containing so 
great a number of horses.’ 

^ The ImijaM are harks made of a light wooden framework, covered 
on the outside with the skins of seals filled with air, strongly sewn and 
wrapped closely round the waist of the single and almost amphibious 
occupant of the })oat,. The haydars are also canoes made of a single 
skin, or of several sewn together, and they are used by the inhabitants 
of the Aleutian Islands to cross the Pacific, 
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IL COMHEBCE. 

How far the commercial relations of the primifh'e 
people of Europe extended, and what routes tlu*y folknvt‘(i, 
is a question of which the solution, like that of so many 
others, is as yet merely guessed at. How(‘vorj^ tlie 
presence of amber from the Baltic, and of white Mediter- 
ranean coral in Switzerland, Italy, and t^Lsewht‘n^; of 
carved flints in abundance in the Isle of Elba, where this 
rock does not exist in a natural state; arrows made (d’ the 
black obsidian of Sardinia, found in the same island and 
in that of Pianosa; the jade axe found at Pauilhac, in the 
department of Gers ; those of augite of Auvtu'guc found 
in Brittany; the green turquoise of Brittany diseo verted in 
several dolmens in the south of France : all tht‘se articles, 
of which the rough material is foreign to the country whert^ 
they are found, prove that from the earliest ages, inorti or 
less extended, commercial relations exiilt(‘.d among the, 
most ancient inhabitants of Europe. Indeed, the.n^ is 
nothing more natural than this exchange h{dwt^(Ui two 
neighbouring tribes. The jade axes found in many parts 
of the European continent — at Concise and Mcdhu), ex- 
ample — have even led to the belief that exchangt.^s werr^ 
made between this continent and the eastern regions of 
Asia, a trade which could only he carried on by nmans of 
long and dangerous voyages, hardly to be reconciled in 
our opinion with the infancy of navigation- 

But before admitting this hypothesis, it is as well to 
be certain that these axes come from the East, and thah 
they are made of Oriental jade. M. de Mortillet strongly 
maintains the contrary opinion. He thinks that tins sixp- 
posed Oriental jade is simply a serpentine stoxie, more or 
less impregnated with silica, and formerly rather comnum 
in the Swiss Alps and in the Apennines. The primitive 
Europeans could pass from hand to hand by means of ex- 
change and by land journeys, or at least journeys along 
the great rivers, the axes of supposed Oriental jade really 
manufactured from some indigenous quartzo-serpentine 
rock. 



"!i;rehistorio trade. 285 

.M<'>reover, fhe. researches of ]VL Ramour ' show that the 
most (iifterent matters have been classed together under the 
name of nephritus, such as agate, jasper, diorite, serpen- 
lhn\ petro-silica, and generally all hard, tenacious, and 
chaustt rock, whose* niinoralogic nature was not well known. 
Perhaps this suppostni Oriental jade comes into this 
cait^gory, M. di* Qnatrefages is among the number of 
thos(^ who think that these nephritus or jade axes, found 
in I^'raiuH* and elsewlu're, have been conveyed thither from 
Asia by means of barttw. It is not absolutely impossible 
that tliis is the cjise, but there are no valid proofs in 
stipport of an opinion as little certain as the contrary one. 

M. NicoliKHU denies in so many words the assertions 
of M. (r. de Mortillet. ITe said in 1871, speaking at the 
Pndnstoric Congn'ss of Bologna: ^ Among the polished 
implements of the Neapolitan provinces, we possess several 
made of a gre(*nish stone, known since the last studies of 
M. Damour as jachUe. This stone has not hitherto been 
found in Calabria, in the Apennines, nor in the Alps, while 
on the other haiul it aboxmds in Central Asia, and could 
tluuefore only make its way into Italy by means of a pre- 
historic trade existing between Europe and Asia.^ But 
it* nephritus is of Eastern origin and indicates a continued 
trade with the East, why did not those who brought it 
int/O Europe import also bronze and iron, then in almost 
daily use among them? Chemistry, consulted in its 
turn, furnishes also its contingent of proofs. After sub- 
jecting the axes found at Concise, Meilen, and Mooseedorf 
1o a series of analyses, and comparing the results with 
those obtained Iiy M. ^Scherer from a study of the true 
Oritmtal jade, M. de Fellenburg adopts the opinion of M. 
Desor, and says that the hypothesis of the Eastern origin 
of the Swiss stone appears to him to be nearest the truth. 
But this solution, as the author of it owns himself, remains 
a pure hypothesis, since direct and conclusive proofs are 
wanting. 

It is impossible to come to a decision among these 


* OonipUa-rendui de rinstitid, vol. Ixi., p. 337. 
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conflicting and even completely cent rad iei< >ry opinions 
M. de Mortillct’s first view appears to no' lo be the most 
plausible one. But he now owns hiinstdf, in spite of his 
former contrary assertions, whose valiu‘ ln‘ thereby singu- 
larly diminishes, that no veins of jade which might have 
served to make the axes in question have hitht*rto betui 
found in Europe. Satisfactory proofs of the idtmtity of 
the Oriental jade with that of the axt‘s found in Europe-, 
and of the absence of this stone in this <‘ontiiu‘nt, can 
alone settle the qiu'stion. should still, howevtu', have 
to dispose of the ditlie.uity of accounting for such t^Ktended 
commercial relations at a time of m‘(a‘ssarily <dementary 
navigation. The same diflicul ty does not exist with 
gard to the dissemination of tlu^ various kinds of shells 
used for adorning garments anti for personal ornament, 
which are found in the caves, tombs, and dolmtms. Tln^ 
shells bear witness to a trade far Itsss {‘xttmsive, and tht‘rt‘- 
flue possible among the primilivt^ European populations. 
Thus, O'l/prea pyrum and G. Uiridas, found at Laagtade 
Basse, indicate the existence of a tradt^ by haidor btdwtam 
the inhabitants of thti banks of t-ht^ Vc/cere and thost,^ of 
the shores of the ]M<‘ditt?rraueain in the same way that thti 
Littorina Uttorea^ picked up at (Jro-Magnon, and the shtdis 
of the f alum of Ton raine, found in otlu^r caves, art? proofs 
of commercial relations with the dwellers on the shores of 
the Atlantic. 

Lastly, the flints of (irand Pressigny, found in Btdgium, 
and the articles of green obsidian, collected in the valltw 
of Vibrata by Nicolueci, lead us to concludt? that tlu?re was 
a trade between France and the j-row Couiittries, btiiwetui 
Italy and Bohemia. But those who attribute extetuli‘ti 
commercial relations to the tribes of the stone age found 
their belief on mere conjecture contradicted by ail the 
facts. 
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THE FIXE ARm 

I. THE ABTS OF DESIGN IN THE CAVES. 

In (lieir excellent %vork upon the relics of Aquitaine 
(‘ Relkpiiin A({uiianieiu’), profane n^lics indeed, but per- 
fectly authentic, ,MM. I/artet and Christy have described 
to us the carViHi or en,iTraV(Hi articles which they collected 
from the bone cav(,\s of Pch'igordd 

Glancing at the illustrations contained in the work, 
and recalling to mind the originals collected together in 
the glass cas<‘s of tln^ Exhibition of 1867, and those whicli 
wcn^ exposed in one of the rooms of the Trocadero in 
1H78, tlu‘ obs(U'ver feels no small surprise at the compara- 
tiv(Mlt>grtai of piTfection reached by the arts of design 
among a still savage people, living in caves and ignorant 
of the list' of medals. We will look at some of these 
artich‘s, of v<‘ry doubtful value in the eyes of the vulgar, 
pricch^ss to the man of science or of taste, and, above all, 
to the true artist.'*^ 

Here is first a slab of fossil ivory found in the cave of 
I/a Madclaintj by i\OL Lartet and Christy ; upon it (fig. 
128) the antediluvian artist has engraved a picture of the 
mammoth (Mephas pTionif/enius)^ easily to be recognised 
by its wide protruding forehead, its small shaggy ears, its 

' It must not, however, be forgotten that the first attempts at 
carving and engraving in bone were found in the caves of Aurignac, 
Savigni'i, and iUassat. 

- According to M. G. de Mortiilet, a lover of antiquities offered in 
1800 to buy for a million of francs (40,000?.) the contents of the case 
conTaining the fifty-one specimens relating to the history of art in the 
reindeer age. 
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ftisks with an upward curve ; by the long hairs 
which cover its head and body, and, lastly by the heavy 
brown inane along its neck and back, and which seems to 
have resembled that of the bison. There can be no 
d<uibt that the engraver had seen the animal whose image 

reproduced. Ilis representation is even more accurate 
than that drawn after nature by a modern artist, a mere 
trailer, certainly, of the elephant found in 1806, with its 
skin, tlesh, and bones near the mouth of the Lena, on the 
t'ro^.en Oc<‘an. After comparing the two drawings repro- 
ihunnl together in the ^Bulletin of the Imperial Academy 
of St, P(‘tersburg,’ and after reading the accurate criticism 
on thi* latter by Professor Brandt, we are easily convinced 
(*f tlui superiority of the artist of the stone age over the 
<*ontemporary Kussian trader, at least as far as accuracy 
of morphological detail is concerned.^ 

To this portrait of the mammoth, produced by the ' 
graving tool of a reindeer hunter, we must add a second 
'to which, found among his father's collection, M. Louis 
l^artet. has lalidy drawn attention. The exact spot fi'om 
which this curious speexmiui was taken is unknown, but 
all evidence tmids to show that it came from Perigord. 
It represents the Elepkas engraved wi a 

hint style bv an artist who seems to have been impeded 
in his work i)y the movements of the animal before him. 
This appears to be the explanation of the several doubtful 

» In a series of papers published in German by the Imperial Academy 
of Hi. Fetershurj?, vol. x, 18Gr>, Professor Brandt has made a complete 
anti instructive study of the mammoth, and gives a picture of it (p. 116), 
which he honestly owns is somewhat idealised. The tail in the drawing 
is too long, the rnane does not extend far enough along the back, and 
the hairs are not sulHciently long, since they really hung as low as the 
knees of the animal ; lastly, this mane was not black as in the picture, 
but reddish-brown. The hair upon the head was soft to the touch, 
rt‘d<Ush-brown also, and six feet in length. Besides these long outer 
hairs the mammoth was provided with a thick, curly woollen fleece. 
All these corrections made by Brandt were suggested to him by the 
documents he collected relating to the mammoth preserved at Moscow, 
<jr to the remains of the specimen found in 1864, not near the bay of 
Tas as was at first announced, bub in the neighbourhood of the bay of 
Jtmissei. Brandt also confidently drew information from the drawing 
of the unknown artist of the Dordogne. 

U 
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lines made by the draughtsman before he eh^arly ile(*i(l<-.! 
the ontliues of his first drawing- This he S(Jon abaiidoneth 
and traeed two drawings, fairly aeeiirate this time, of tie- 
(‘olossal beast whose trunk is lowennl towards the- earth in 
llie one, curved inwards towards the body in tlu* <»tlnn‘. 
}k>tli are engraved upon the two surfae(\s of a j)ie<*(* of boin-, 
polished on both sides, and tliey n^presiuit almost tin' en- 
tire profile outline of the aniinald 

Another passably-ex(‘ciit(Ml drawing })rohably repre- 
sents the glutton, a migrated animal, whos(‘ pia^seuee in 



I’JV. FK.IIT IJKTWKKN two UKINOKI-at, KNGliAVKO A 
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tile caves of Thh-igord is a fact worthy of note. We come 
next to a sc‘histos(i rock on wdiich the draughtsman has 
r(‘presented a fight Ixdwecn two reindtw bucks (fig. 120), 
The one raises his head proudly to solicit the favour of the 
female as the prize of the victory which he has just won. 
^ This complicat(‘(l composition,’ snys M. (j. clc Mortilhd, 
‘ rendered with a true feeling of tlu* situation, is never- 

' Bee in the of 1S74 a note by M. bonis F^artet, entitled 

flrawtres Itii-ditei^ tUi Vdgtida n'nnc paralmini rt-jrrhenter iv viammoiUh tt 
le 
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t'xeruifd with extreme narvetAl Each auimal is 
tirawii as thon^^h the others did nut exist. Thus the fore 
legs of tlu^ (‘unquered deer, which should be properly 
hidden by the body of the female, are distinctly repre- 
sented not wit list antiing.’* The reindeer is the animal most 
fret|uenfly drawn <‘>r (‘arved on the weapons or ornaments 
of the hunters of Perigord. Tlie horse, in repose or gal- 
loping, is als(^ often repn‘s<nited ; but the picture is not 
always a su<‘eess. The auroehs, the wild goat, the chamois, 
the stag, the ox, the fox, the hippopotamus, and the rhi- 
not‘eros oeetir also on sevei-al sculptured bones. The sa^ga 
antt‘lup<‘, now <‘onrmed to Tartary and the Ural Mountains, 
is likewise oee:isionaIly represtmted. 

dlie Pyrenean (*a,v(*s also bring their contingent of 
mat<n*ials for the history of primitive art; that of Bruni- 
qnel, whost* inestimable riches now no longer belong to 
Kran<a‘, furnished M. Brun, the zealous director of the 
Natural History IMusiuini of Montauban, with a piece of 
reindet'f liorn fashioiuMl into the form of a wand of office, 
d'he hole for snsjxnuiing it is pi(‘rced in part of the 
<*ircumferenc(\ But whattwer may have been the purpose 
for which this imjhnnent was intended, the figure of an 
animal is repr(‘sented upon it; but xinfortunately the 
drawing, inferior in ex(‘cution to those of Perigord, is not 
sudii’iently good to enable us to be certain what mammal 
it is inten<it*d to represent. We may also mention the 
drawing of a cave-bear, easily recognised by its protruding 
forehead, whicli Dr, Garrigou observed upon a pebble 
which he found in the loyrer cave of Jfassat Bulletin of 
this Geological Soeiidy of France, 1867,’ p. 143). 

This drawing, engraved in outline like that of the 
mammoth of the Madelaine, represents an animal of a 
long (^xtinc^t spe(a(*.s. The artist of Ari^ge, who drew this 
accurate portrait, therefore saw the living animal; he was 
('ontcmporary with it, as the artist of Perigord was with 
the mammoth whose picture be has left as. 

lastly, M. Ed. Lartet observed the head of the modern 
Pyrenean bf*ar very accurately drawn upon the extremity 
of a stag’s antler, broken across at the joint where a hole 
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had been pierced in it. Firm hatched lines indicate the 
shadows; a distinct step in advaiua^ ot the prectalinLC 

tignres, which were 
merely outlined. 

Tin* cave of Dn- 
ruthy, first inhabit tnl 
in tile reindeer ut^e, 
and during its art ist ie 
ptu'iotl, was us(‘d as a 
place of burial at a 
: ^ tinn^ very near the 
^ neolithic ag^^ Mtu'e 
than thirty sk(‘lt*tons 
have been discovi‘red 
in the uppe^r and dis- 
turbed part of tht‘ 
cave. Heiunith tlu^ 
hearth which lies bel- 
low ihese graves, a 
human skull and 
bones W(‘ri^ found in 
company with carved 
and e.ngravtal tt‘t‘th 
of the lion and lK‘ar. 
One of the te(‘th 
bears on one side tin* 
image of a fish, and 
on t.hc other, ornu' 
numtal lines and u 
barl)(*d arrow. 

Hero we again 
meet with the skill, 
the methods, and 
even the d<*t4iils of 
ornament of the pri- 
mitive artists of Perigord. The engravings, oxf'cuttal by 
Basque or Bearnese artists, nevertheless bear tlieir distinc- 
tive marks, and the barbed arrows serve them for a sig- 
ntitare. Instead of being drawn xipon reindeer bones, as 
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at Aurij^-n:ir, tin* tigure.s nrti cut upon bears’ teetb. Barbed 
arrows, sv'nnnotri<‘aIly disposed, and fiunished with a 
varying iiumlH‘r of barbs, which constitute their principal 
ornament, have not, to mj knowledge, hitherto been 
(jbs(‘rv(‘d upon the iigiu*ed articles of lYnagord and the 
jVrent'osd 

"rht‘ arfi.sfs wlio engraved these drawings were bear 
Imntors, as at Aurignae, and not reindeer hunters. The 
S(‘al engravtal np<m a bear’s tooth seems to show that one 
of tht‘so artists, before settling in the neighbourhood of 
(hive, had dwelt uptni or had visited the sea-coast, for he 
laid <'orlainly s<‘t‘n seals. 

Sculpture itself has a very remote origin ; it was born 
along with tln^ arts of design proper, in the age of carved 
flint instruments ; for to fashion rude matter into an in- 
strument of daily use is as truly sculpture as the carving 
of a priei‘I<‘ss work of art. 

Svvitzm'land, as well as France, can boast of antedi- 
luvian artists, stune of whom give proofs of great skill. 
Such, for example, was the man who drew with a flint 
style upon a piece of reindeer horn the pictm*e of a rein- 
<h‘er grazing, which was certainly under his eyes (fig. 130). 
M. Hain has justly called attention to the accuracy and 
even th(^ lHildiu‘ss of this prehistoric drawing. It is 
evithmt, he says, that this was not the artist’s first attempt, 
and his work will hear comparison with that of his rivals 
of Langiunloc and PerigorcL Professor Hain, however, is 
of opinion that the head of the animal is too large and 
the ears too small. He is inclined to think that these 
two pcHUiliarities arc due to the poverty of the pasturage 
in the. districts inhabited by the animal, and, indeed, the 
theory of the learned professor of Zurich is further con- 
firmed hy the hollow belly of the poor brute, which shows 
that the cravings of its appetite were not always satis- 
fied, &c. 

This remarkable specimen found in the cave of Thayn- 

* Xx)ui8 Lartet and Chatelain Dupare, Vne sSjJultnre des anok^ri 
tToglvdijtv$ des d^^reuees^ supcrjmh d nn foyen^ contenant des delH 
\uuuL%nz as»ooi6s d des dents seidiptees de lion et d'ours. Paris, 1864. 
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gon^near Sehaff hatzsen, proves two facts; first, the certainty 
of the long-disputed exist(Uice of tht‘ rcitulcer in Switzer- 
land in prehistoric times ; secondly, the thmrishing con- 
dition of the arts of design in tlic same conntry and at 
the same epoch. liesith^s the n»pres(mtation of the rein- 
deer found in the cave of Kcssltndoch, a number of not h^ss 
successful drawings and carvings wm‘e likewise <liscoven^d 
there, proving that these 8wiss artists were p>sst\ssed of a 
talent in no way infinaor to that of tln.^ nnndeer hunters 
of Perigord and the Pyrenees. Among the ('arvings we 
will only cite a head of a horse, and a head of the ovihos 
(tig. l^l), irnpossilde. to be inistaktm, and among the en- 
gravings on boiu', tlu* horse {tig. 132), the pig, the. bt^ar, 
and the fox, whose form and attitudes are given with a 



Fig. ni* IIkao of Oviiioh mosoiiatus fju>m thk cavk of Thaynokk. 

fidelity which leaves little to bo desired J Yet the in- 
habitants of the cav<^ of Kesslerloch lived at a far earlier 
period than that in which the lake cities were built, and 
no trace of pottery or of tissues have been found among 
them. Domestic animals, including th(i dog, are also 
entirely absent. 

It is a remarkable fact that the bone caves of England 
are completely destitute of any specimens of drawing or 
carving, although fish-hooks, pins, and even ne(^dles skil- 
fully wrought in bone have been found in several of those 
of the reindeer age. The same artistic inferiority (exists 
among the Belgian troglodytes, without even excepting 
those of the cave of Chaleux, emphatically styh.‘d a little 

' See in the MatcriaviCf voLxi, 1876, p, 1 02» and the following fignres, 
40, 48, 58, 64, 66, 66, 67, and 68, of which wo here reproduce the most 
important. 
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(|uai<‘niary Punipcii. It is to them, however, that we 
u\\f‘ om* of the most aueieut sjH'eimens of the plastic art. 
I’ll is is a small wtHKhai tiyure,^ very rudely carved, a sort 



Fic. i;^2. Horse engraved in outline ut'oN reindeer horn. 
(Wand of office.) 

of rough sketch, which denotes the infancy of art, and 

* A drawing engraved upon reindeer horn, but hard to decipher, 
was found with this specimen at ?ont-i-Lesse. 
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which dates from its very earliest dawn, since the stratnni 
where it was found is one of tiu' upper laytu's t>f the 
mammoth d 

I am only aequainttH'l with one sp<*einien of Sinindina- 
vian art in prehistoric tinu\ a drawing rtq>n*st‘nt ing a doe, 
engraved with a tlint style upon a carvi?d piciu* of slag’s 
hornd 

It is yet an open question wludlun* the strange carvings 
of ships with their crews, which are to s(‘en on tlie 
rocks of Sweden an<l Norway, should he attributed io {lie 
neolithic period or k> th<^ age of bronzi‘* i\L F>ruuius, 
who has given special attention to this suhjt‘et, is of the 
former opinion, whife others, on the other haiul, deny 
them any antiquity. 



Fuieua ok ,v nakkd max uerwu x two iiokni s ttj ves* 
After Kd. Lariei aiul 


It is a sincfnlar fact that wliile these prehisferic artists 
render with delightful simplicity, and at the same time 
with perfect truth, the natural scenes rliey had hefure their 
eyes, such as a nundeer tight, or the chase of the aurochs ; 
while they represented in outline, with a skill unattaiiiahh' 
by those of us who havt; not learnt to draw, th(‘ ligure of 
the animals which lived at that remote epoch, tluw are 
embarrassed, constrained, and unskilful in their efforts to 
reproduce the human form. These primitive drawings 
resemble those of the pnft(mded ‘ Book of th(‘ ^Savage's,’ 
which really are the work of clever scholars, (h^sfiiied 
perhaps to become great nuisters at some future time. 

* The fossil fsiun3> of this stratum belongs to the transition period 
between the ages of the mammoth and reindeer. 

* Nilsson’s Mmitwc IrihMtanU »f Soandiriam^, plate xv, ti‘^s LMd 
and 259. 
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>!M, ImI. ami Christy discovered at the cave 

of La .Madciaiiic, upon a wand of office, the first repre- 
si'iitatiou nf thi; immau form, dniwn in outline between 
two hor'c.-i' Loads, and a fi.sli apparently nesirly allied to 
the eels tfig. L'Llj. Jhit in this sketch the face is with- 
out expression, and the limbs, althougli fairly distinct, 
remain tiniinished, (he, artist having omitted the feet and 
hands. .\n arm and hand, perhap.s tattooed, at any rate 
marked with ohlhjue zigaig lines and posses.sed only of 
four tingi'rs, the thumb being omitted, is traced upon 
hofii side.s of a .sj)ear-head found in the same place as the 
above-meniioneii drawing (‘Reliquiae Aqnitanicce,’ pi. ii. 
tig. Ht>, pi. x\’iii. fig.s. 1 and 10). It wa.s also in Laugerie 
liasse tliat .M. Klie Massenat discovered two antedi- 
luvian engravings, the one representing the head of an 
elephant, the other an aurochs hunt, in which the a,nimal 
is rejH-eseuted tleeing before a man who appears to be 
throwing darts. Ae<*ording to jM. IMa.ssenat, ‘it is the 
finest and most perfect drawing of the human form of the 
epoch of the caves that has been hitherto discovered,’ 
without evtm admitting an exception in favour of the 
tisln'rman armed with the barbed harpoon, with which 
M. Hroea mad(! us acquainted in his remarkable lecture 
at Bordeaux in 1872. 

W(f give .M. Massenat’s description of this speei- 

nmn : — » , , . • 

‘ d'he figure is nude. . . . The form of the head is 
brachvci'phalous ; the hair stiff and growing in tufts on 
the hip of the head; the chin is furnished with a very 
apparent lieard ; the neck rather long ; the upper arm 
I'omparatively .short ; the hands badly drawn ; the right 
arm thnwn backwards seems to be about to Lance the 
favelin with which it is armed, while the left is stretched 
forward as if to seize the aurochs by the tail. The che.st 
is protruding ; the belly well drawn ; the sexual parts 
large and strongly developed ; the vertebral column rather 
long and resembling in its arched form that of the ape 
when walking upright ; the thighs are well drawn, but 
the femur is very short ; the lower part of the leg and the 
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foot are reflfular and well fnrmo<i; the head is s-liirlitly 
thrown backwards, and tin' face has a iovful exnres.'.ioii 
which attracts notice at the first .dance.'' (' .Mathriauv ' 
180'}), p. 333). ^ 

Lii-stly, at Langerie Ba.s.se the .\bbc* I.andes 4 ue found 



the fragment of a scapula on which the arti.st had engraved 
in outline the body of a woman apparently in an advanced 
stage of pregnancy (fig. 134). This woman wears bracelets, 
and her throat is adorned with a necklace of large bead.s! 
un the same piece of bone may be seen the two hind legs of 
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n rpmdt^or, of whirh the rest of tlie body has disappeared 
with the piec’e l)n)ki*n off. 

Th«‘ roadrr may have seen in the glass eases of the 
galha'V di‘Vntetl to anthropology in the Exhibition some 
rude drawings f<amd hy M. Riviere on the reeks of the 
\'al d'Enl(‘r, not far from the Lake of Wonders, These 
drawings are said to bear a elose resemblance to those 
which tin* (hianchos, the aneient inhabitants of the 
Lanarv Isles, engraved upon the roeks there before tlie 
formation of the Straits of Gibraltar, when Africa was 
still united to tS])ain and to the Canary Isles, from which 
it is tud now fur distant. At this same epoch, it is 
fiu’tln*!* said, the Guanchos may have occupied, indeed 
occnpii‘d in prant of fact, tlie south-west of Europe, as 
their skulls have prt*cisely the same characteristics as 
those of (ToMagnon, and as a close resemblance exists 
betwiHui their onianuaits and those found at the last- 
named spot ; hence it is suppostal that the drawings ot 
tlie Val ddCnfer weni engraved hy the Guanchos. These 
<‘onclusions app(‘ar to me to be somewhat rashly drawn, 
esp<‘<dally if, as some archaeologists now suspect, the skulls 
of Cro-Magnon are more rc‘cent than it was originally 
belic'vecL Tin's would completely dispose of their pre- 
ten(h*d identity with the primitive inhabitants of the 
Canaries, 

iVIore axathentic and far more perfect drawings also 
figure in the collections of the Colony of the Cape of Good 
IIojx?. These drawings, representing both the men and 
animals of the country, are, at least as far as the modelling 
and attitude of the human form is concerned, far superior 
to those of the caves of Perigord, which leads us to think 
that they are of more recent date. But they are notwith- 
standing very remarkable, inasmuch as they are the 
[iroducts of the pictorial art of the Bosjesmen, one of the 
l^xwest of human races. 

We have seen that the human form, in its primitive 
nudity, is represented in outline on the reindeer hones 
(liseovered in the caves of Perigord, by the artist who 
lived in this district at a period to which it is impossible 
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to assign a date, huh which was certainly very remote. 
We ax'e now to see the saixie human haan la^pnastmted ixi 
relief by these same unknown artists, in whom we ouglit 
perhaps to recognise our first aiUH*stors. 

Antediluvian stat utiry piwstmts, in fact, our sonn^what, 
scandalised vision a specit^s of immodest Venus, found in 
Laugerie Basse by M. de Vibraye. ‘This,’ says i\I. de 
IMortillet, ‘is a tall, thin hunah' body, of which the n^pro- 
ductive members are strongly (leveloped an<l the butfo{‘ks 
extremely prominent. The lu‘ad and legs are w'anting, 
having been long since broken oif. The arms never 
existed.’ The A])bc Landesque also di.scover(‘d in Laugcwie 
Basse a small tignre, rud(‘ly carvt‘d in reiiuhaa* horn, in 
which, with the help of a little imagination, may be dis- 
tinguished a naked human being, crouching in a suppliant 
position (‘ jMateriaux, 1874,’ p. 2Tr>). 

Among other precious tn^asures, Laugerie Basse ha« 
also furnished M. de Vibraye with a mammoth’s head 
skilfully carved upon a wand of ofiice, which is unfortu- 
nately broken, and of which the lost half probably repn*- 
s('uted the body of the animal. The mammoth has also 
been represented in relief, hut very roughly, on a fragment 
of reindeer horn found at Montastruc by M. }hH‘(‘ad(‘an de 
L’Isle, to wdiom we are also iiKlebt<*d for the discovery of 
the handles of two dagger’s, on which the artist liad figured 
the reindeer from th<i horn of which these remarkabhi 
specimens were carved. In their ‘ Keli<|uiie Aquitauicas’ 
]\LM. Ed. Lartet and Christy have likewise givtm an illus- 
tration of tlie carved handle of a dagger, which nqirescmts 
a reindeer with its muzzle raised so that tlie antlers lie 
along the shoulders, while the fore fe(it, bent back under 
the belly, form the handle. The hind logs stretched out 
towards the blade connect it with the handle of tlui dagger 
(hg. 135V Although this carving is merely indicate], it 
is notwithstanding the work of an artist, proved worthy 
of the name by the skill he has shown in adapting the 
position of the animal to the necessities of his plan with- 
out rendering it forced. 

Man and mammalia have furnished the carvers or 
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dniughtsmon of the reindeer age with their most numerous 
subjects of composition. Yet they have sometimes repre- 
Hcnted birds (the blackcaxdc, tlu^ swan^ and the goose) ; 
ri'ptiles (suaki's) ; batrachiuns (tadpoles of frogs) ; and 
fish (etd, carp, barbel, and trout). It seems that, owing to 
tludr usually small size, the invertebrate animals did not 
attract the attention of the troglodyte artists, for no repre- 
s<mtution, (‘ithtT drawn or carved, has hitherto been found 
of any one. of tiuun. 

Plants <‘ven., in spilth of the size and stately appearance 
of some of tlnun, and the grace and beauty of the foliage 
and tlowiTS of others, are likewise very rarely represented 
in drawing, m^vor, as far I know, in sculpture. Three 
dowers only were shown in tlu^ Exhibition of 1867. A 



Fi(i. 135. Cauvko KKiNi>KKK-noitx iiAXDLK. (After Ed. Lartet and Christy.) 


frond of f(Tn engraved upon a staff of office, found in the 
stat ion of Mont Sal^ve by MM. Favre and Thioly, has been 
labdy added to the number. Lastly, M. Cazalis de Fon- 
douce saw at La Salpetridre, in the department of Gard, 
t lu* drawing of a pine {Abies excelsior of Linnjeiis) scratched 
with a flint style upon an antler of Oervus tay^andus. We 
may mention, by the way, that this fact, in conjunction 
with others observed by the same author, proves that man 
bunted the reindeer in Low'er Languedoc, on the borders 
of Provence, and only a few leagues from the Mediter- 
ranean. 

It wavS formerly believed that the arts of design com- 
pletely disappeared in France during the neolithic period. 
This was a mistake. In the caves- which he discovered in 
(duunpagne, and which belong to this period, M. de Baye 
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found traces of sculpture; but, far from showing anj 
progress, the art appears to be decaying. It is worthy of 
mention, nevertheless, that a riKhdy-carved figure may bo 
seen in one of the artificial caves hollowed out of the 
chalk with an axe of polish(‘d flint. The nose is of (exag- 
gerated size, the eyes arc^ indicated by two hol(‘s 
with a black substance, the face resembl(\s a bird. A 
necklace lies upon the breast of the figure, and tlic locki^t 
which hangs Wn the middle of it is paint (xl yellow, 
probably with hydrated iron diluted in water. The bi'easts, 
which are very prominent, have been modelled in an un- 
natural position by the sculptor of Champagne, evidently 
little versed in the science of anatomy. As to the r(\st of 
the body, neither the arms nor the legs are distinctly 
modelle(l. This same form, which is repeated upon the 
walls of several caves, perhaps represents a god in human 
form, a female divinity, as M. de Baye thinks. If tliis 
were the case, it would furnish a hint as to the religions 
ideas, even as to the mode of worship of these anci(*Tit 
tribes of Champagne. We shall recur to this subj(‘ct 
presently.^ 

In spite of their obvious imperfections, these drawings 
and carvings of our primitive ancestors arc, notwithstaini- 
ing, without the stiffness of those of the Egyptians of 
earlier dynasties. 

The race to which the artists of the Vezere bclongt^d 
is considered by MM. Quatrefages and Hamy to be a 
type to which they have given the name of Cro-Magnon, 
and they regard the Guanchos of the Canary Isles, and 
certain Kabyies of the Beni Masser and of the Djurjura as 
the best preserved representatives of this ancient race, 
endowed with such a remarkable gift for the arts of 
design. In France they regard the modern Basques of 
Zaraus as their descendants, as also the Parisians of the 

^ We are involuntarily struck with the resemblance between tlie 
statuettes of the Marne with the image of Minerva with the owl’s eves 
(yKdvK&TTis 'ABrjPTj') and prominent breas's, representpd on a great number 
of the earthenware vessels taken by JDr. Schliemann from the ruins of 
Troy 
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fifth <^‘nturv, and evon certain Parisian women of modern 
titnes. 

II. FAINTING AJND MUSIC, 

P!un*e is nothing to show that the men of the reindeer 
age (‘ultivatcd painting to tlie same extent as drawing, 
])roperly so called. Tluw were nevertheless acquainted 
with certain colouring matters; it appears even that they 
painted their bodies with. a mixture of grease and red 
hiematite or oxide of manganese, a custom practised later 
by the Piets of (treat Britain, and in modern times by the 
savage tribt‘S of America, by whom similar colouring 
matters arc frequently employed for this purpose. 

limmatite, or retl chalk, reduced to powder and per- 
fc<*t ly presfu-ved in a cardium shell, w^as discovered at 
ihamiqmd, by ]\L Bnm, director of the Natural History 
Museum of * Montauban, Lying beside this colouring 
matter was a hone imphuiient which may have been used 
fV»r tattooing, tin*, most favourite species of oraamentation 
amotig modern savage tribes. Pulverised hasmatite was 
also found at Montastruc by M. Peccadeau de L’Isle, in 
Dordogmj by IVIM. Lartet and Christy, in Belgium by 
M. Kd\ Dupont. Lastly, M. Cazalis de Fondouce found in 
a cave on the banka of the Garclon, that of the Salpetriere, 
belonging to the reindeer age, a sea-shell full of hiematite. 
Close to the shell lay the mortar which had been used to 
grind the colouring matter to a fine powder, and to mix 
it with grease, so as to make a pomatum destined to 
cfdour the body red, and to protect the skin against 
atmospherical influences (‘L’PIomme du Garden,’ p. 44, 
Paris, 1872). 

We hesitate to name whistles among musical instru- 
menfs, because of their piercing and usually disagreeable 
sound. But because of this very shrillness the notes of 
the whistle may have been used as a call by the hunters. 

It is certain th<at in the caves of Perigord and else- 
where several instruments have been discovered made 
from the phalanges of the reindeer, with a hole pierced in 
them, which are true whistles, and will still give forth 
more or less sound. Moreover, M. Piette has lately found, 
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in the caves of the Pyrenees, tubes made of the bones of 
birds, which once he thinks forino<l part of a flute like 
that which tradition atfributes to the god Pan, whi(‘h 
consisted of several reeils of unequal Ua^gth, bound 
gether by cortls, or slips of \V(H)d placed cross-wise. ( Itlua* 
tubes, like those of the Pyrenees found at Langtade Basse 
by the Abbe lauidesque, and at Kochebiadier, in t'hanaite, 
by M. Fermond, seem to corroborate M, Piette\s tlus)rY. 
The invention of compound flutes, if thesis really merit 
the name, dates therefore from the reimleer age, 

III. POTTERT. 

The print of a horse\s hoof in the wet earth, a pi<K‘(^ of 
clay hardened among the cinders on the ht'arlh, or nuTely 
dried in the rays of the sun, may have suggested the itlea 
of employing earth to make v(^ssels for holding \vatta*, 
fruits, or any kind of provision. This idea, liowevaa* 
natural, yet appears to have occurred to tlu‘ mitid of our 
prehistoric ancestors at a comparatively lat<‘ (q)oelu Flint 
carving had long been practised ; the wooden vt*ssel was 
probably invented ; the horns of the Bof^ prim if/eniiis or of 
the atirochs were doubtless already us(*d as drinking c\q>3 
by primitive man, when first he thought of using Wi‘t 
clay, kneadt^d by his hands, to cn'ate a n(‘W manufaeturt‘. 
This manufacture becaim^ one of the Tnost useful, and 
developed into an art whose productions, perft‘cted and 
beautified by science, furnishes models to many oth(u>% 
and rival in beauty of form, w(^alth of ornanumt, and 
brilliancy of colonr, most valued works of sculpture, 
painting, and architecttire, 

A number of natural objects may have originally taktui 
the place of pottery, and are even now us<*d in its st(*a<i. 
8uch are certain vegetable forms — cocoa-nuts, tlui s])athcs 
of palm trees, the stems of the bamboo; siieh are also the 
horns and hoofs of catt.le, tlie skulls of man, and other 
animals. The modern inhabitants of INTadagasear use tlui 
eggs of the ^pyornw maxirmts for saue(^pans. 

According to Tylor, the wooden vess(ih or tlui basket 
of cane or osier, was, properly speaking tlie first foundation 
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of the koraniie^ or potter's art. Covered either 
out with a layer of clay, for the better protection of the ' 
vet^sel or its e< ait ents, then pui'posely consumed, or burned 
by ueeulent, the destruction of the wood left intact the 
covt‘riug of clay. From this process to that of making 
vases of clay ust?d alone and hardened by fire, there is 
but one step: tlie st(^p was made, and the potter’s art was 
born. The nudhoci indicated by Tylor appears to have 
bt.am employed from time immemorial by the savages of 
America. 

Modelling: in clay, according to M. Alexandre Brong- 
niart, dates from the veiy earliest times. It was first 
applied to fruits, which in decaying left intact the clay 
moulded round tlnmi. The modern Fiji Islanders still 
ruotild their earthenware vases round fruits with a more 
or h‘ss firm rind. Undoubted traces of this process are 
found in gourd-shaped earthen vases, which still contain 
remains of tin* rind of this fruit, and which are common 
in the ancient tumuli of the Ohio river. These same 
Ann*rican toml)s contain also fragments of pottery bearing 
tin* im})riut. of bags of coarse tissue or plaited bark, in 
whi<di tlicy had been cast or moulded, and the weft of 
\vhic*h was faithfully reproduced on their outer surface. A 
baskt.T destin(*d to contain licpiids was even found in a 
Peruvian touib, and which, at the time of its discovery, 
was still capable of being employed for that purpose. 
Lastly, basket.s of plaited straw are used by the modern 
Chinocks to contain the water in which they cook, by 
iiicans of red-hot stones, the salmon which forms their 
staple food. 

day naturally attracted attention by its plasticity, 
by the ease with wiiich it retains the forms into which 
it is Tiioiilded, lending itself to any kind of ornament. 
Another precious property is the power of becoming 

* The etymology of the word kcramic is sufficiently curious to deserve 
a passing mention. The Greek word /cepas, whence hercmu% ori^nally 
meant the horns of animals used for drinking-cups; the word signifies 
not, therefore, tiie substance used in making them, but the original shape 
and nature of drinking* cups. 


X 
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almost as hard as stom^ osporially w!u‘n rxpust‘d ttf fht 
action of tins hi spite of its gn‘at plasti<‘ity, a propt^rty to 
\vhi(*h we owe the important naNnals fiinnshod hy this 
substance to the history of art and of t‘i%ulisation. TIku'c- 
fore IM. Hron^niart dot's not exairirerate whon la* says^ 
‘‘ Pottery, as it beeame luon* abundant, was the sonret^ 
of benefits in times of ohsctirify, sitnilar to those rtm- 
dered hy printing in mon^ enlightened ages/ (’onsi- 
dered fn>in that point of view which specially eoneeriis 
iis here, pottery is, at h‘ast in a gnad number of eases, 
the geogmistie equivalent of human remains ' (de* 
(dn'istol), proviih^d always that th<‘ hetls in wlueh the 
v(‘sscls oecur are aceuratidy known, ami present iio trace 
of any disturbamn^ more nrcent than the time of burial of 
the objects in question. 

Undoubted traces <if productions of the keramie art 
were discovenni at Cagliari, in >Sicny, in a p)st'-phd<K‘ene 
stratrum containing nunains of extinct animals, anrl having 
evidently formed part of th<i bottom of some ancient sea, 
although now situated lunirly 300 feet a])ove tin' levtd of 
the Mediterranean. Ifonier asserts that he diseov(*n‘d in 
the sediment of the at a great (h'pth }>el<w the 
surface of the soil, somt^ <\'mthimware and bricks, to 
which he assigns an ag<i of twtdve or thirt(H‘n <‘ent uri<‘S. 
M. Raynaud, a mining enginefm, mentions fragments ef 
pottery found in company with riv(m shells buried in a 
deposit of calcareous sand, which <jov(*rs the granit(' hills 
of the Isle of Brehat, siq)arat<Mi from tlie (‘oast of Ih'ittaTiy, 
whi(;h is also granite, hy a channel rather mon^ ihaTi 
2,000 yards in width. Now this fluviatile d(q)osit nnist 
.(‘It'arly have been formed at an epoch pnnious to the 
opening of the channel Ixd.wecm ihi) island and tlu^ main- 
land, that is, at an epoch when man had alrc^ady betray(‘d 
his esist(mce in these n^gions by {hi\ prodiuds of ktn*amie 
art- Rude pottery also occurs, but randy, in tht^ (^arli(jst 
caves; those of Nabrigas (Lozere), of Aurignac (Hatit(*- 
Garonne), of rilerm ( Aridge), of Bi/.e (Heniult), of Souvig- 
nargues (Gard), of Rochebertier (Charente), of Cbiarnpo 
and Luglio, near Vicenza- 
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'yU Kd. Dupont, lias cnllnded fragments from all the 
Delgian stations, ^vhieh he has examined the greatest 
ean*. -M, Konjon discovered rongh-hewn flints and some 
alim>st sha{>ol(‘>s potttTj in the yellow sediment of the 
Koine, innir Ch»)isy-le-Koi, a di^posit which he believes to 
ht' anttu'ior to the age of polished stone (^Congress of 
l^oltigna,* IKTD p. 83). Veiw rude earthenware has also 
htMUi found in the <‘ave of Hohefels, near Ulm, with a 
(plant ity of liunes of the reindeer, bear, and mammoth. 
Lastly, the Abbe Kp^mo considers that the fragments of 
p(»ttery which he found in the neighbourhood of the 
most amnont Nuraghi, belong to the archasolithic age. 
(K(‘e p. Dut doubts have been thrown upon the 

eontmnporamu’ty of some of these keramic productions 
with tin* bon(*s of t‘xtinet. animals in the midst of which 
tlaw wen* dis(*ov(*recl.^ Pottery becomes somewhat less 
ran* in tin* rein(lei‘r age; it is common in the neolithic 
peritHh 

.M.M. Dartailhac and de Fondouce have even asserted 
that all the poft(‘ry found in the caves and in a number 
of dolmens b<*longa exclusively to the age of polished 
stoin*. Tlaty make no exception in favour of the 
curious fragmmits found in the cave of Nabrigas, of 
whosi* great age* iVlM- Ed. Lartet and Christy had so 
littlimlouht that the latter had casts made of them for 
tlu* English niuseums.''^ M. de Quatrefages agrees with 
us in rej<*ctiiig the opinion of MM. Cartailhac and 

’ Aiaou;^ oth(‘rs by MM. de IMortillet and Cartailhac, who do not 
hcHev<! that pt»tt<-ry <‘xisted in the paheolithic age. M. Hamy is 
a partisan of the contrary opinion, which \vc are also inclined to 
shart*. Last ly, M. Flunost i’otuid in the camp of Chassey, in the depart- 
ni(‘nt of Sa*.iu-ot -Loire, a fragment of rude pottery, of which the inner 
lininir. blatik m c dour and almo.st friable, contains particles of silica 
wliioU Horvo to bind it. The author of this discovery thinks he has 
reason to attribute tiiis potlciry to the earliest stone age. 

’•* A H|U‘cimon of this casting has been placed in the Natural History 
M useuin of Toulouse. The original, in my possession, forms the bottom 
of a tiut-botn)mcd vessel, irregularly circular, evidently liand-made, as 
the print of the tinuers which moulded the clay and ornamented the 
outor fiurfact'S with deep parallel furrows, is clearly distinguishable both 
outside and in. This fragment was found in an ossiferous sediment 
containing a quantity of hones of the Ursus sjjelcsus, 

X 2 
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do Fondouee, esp<‘cially with n^gnrd to tho pndiistorie 
pottery of Belgium, notably that of thc‘ tnxf da fronfaL 
^ It would,’ he says, placing tht» agt‘ of polisluni stono 
far too early to attribute it to an epocli when the chamois, 
the wild goat, and the saiga antelope lived in Ihdgium 



West Kkxjiet. (After Lut)b()ck.) 

with the Norway rat and the ptarmigan. This is perhaps 
a subject for consideration ; but t& presence of these 
species in the neighbourhood of Dinant is to us a proof 
that we are still in the fourth epoch ’ (De Quatrefages’ 
^ L’Esp^ce Humaine,’ p. 253, Paris, 1877). 
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xmM' ancient ve.^sels, ne«irly always reduced to 
mer<‘ fragments, and even those of a more recent epoch, 
are nuule of eoars(‘ clay mixed with sand, with carbonate 
ef litne, quartz, or mica,^ imperfectly baked with fire or 
sun-drit‘d, hut not thrinvn on the wheel, an invention of 
coinparutivtdy recent date. Yet these vases are often 
( Icgant in shape, of which the reader may readily assure 
himself by glancing at the vessels discovered more or 
h‘.ss intact in etudain tumuli, and in the earliest lake 
dwt'llings of Switzerland and Italy. (See above, figs. 52 
and 53.) 

Thtware ornamented in the simplest and most uniform 
way, with designs in relief or depressions made with the 
nail or the t<»p of the finger, with pieces of wood, pointed 
bones, or siring pressed more or less deeply into the soft 
<‘lay. On the more recent vessels these are in the form 
of straight or zigzag lines, dots, or parallel lines, squares, 
triangh^s, or rarely circles (figi^^. 136, 137, 138, 139). 
Tlu‘se combixuitions recall to mind the figures carved or 
engraved by the modern Kabyles on the blade or wooden 
sheath of their yataghans. Ornaments of twisted clay 
applied with the hand, occasionally handles, and some- 
times, near the brim, knobs pierced with holes for the 
passag(‘ of a suspending siring, never a spout ; such are 
the distinguishing features of the pottery of prehistoric 
time. 

Neither plants nor animals are ever represented on 
any of the vessels found in France, to whatever epoch 
tlicy may bcilong.^ This absence of ornament is one of 
the characteristics of primitive pottery. Yet from the 
r('indeer age — that is to sa}^ the epoch of the dawn of 
keramic art — the arts of design were already sufiSiciently 

' MM. G-. do l\Iortillct and Ed. Dupont assert that the pottery of 
the neolithic ago only contains carbonate of lime mixed with the clay; 
while in those of the archseolithic age sand, mica, and carbonate of lime 
are all found. I do not know that large pieces of mica have hitherto 
b ‘cn fuumi in European pottery, as in American earthenware of the 
cnoch of the mound builders. t i. 

2 The stem and veins of a leaf are figured upon a vase found at 
\Vang(‘n, in Switzerland. 
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developed; we see the proof in the drawiii^i^'s and carvingn 
executed on bone, ivory, and stone hy the artists oi' Lan- 
guedoc and Perigord. This pnasents a new pro])h‘m to 
be I'esolved ; unfortunately all the elements inn'essary to 
its solution are not yet fortheoiuing. 

It is worthy of note that the instin(‘t of imitation, so 
little developed among the primitiva^ Kuropt^au potteias 
is on the contrary very strong among the various p(‘oph‘s 
of the New World. Tlunr earliest vessels art‘ a moni or 
less faithful reproduction of tlie form of tht^ fruits (that 
of the gourd is of most common oceiirn‘iiet‘), and of tln‘ 
animals of the country (see p. Ido). The modmai poittay 
of certain American tribes Inis I'ctainecl the same character 
in spite of contact with Europ(‘ans. 

A great similarity is obstwved in the pott(uy of the 
archiBolithic and neolithic ages. This likeness is sound inn ‘s 
so great as to occasion a real difficulty in dt^ciding to whi(‘h 
epoch any given vessel should be attributed. II(‘n(‘e tlu^ 
numerous errors wdiich have In^eu made on this point, 
and which are still of daily oceurx*ence. It cannot In^ 
denied, however, that vases with a curved bott<nu are more 
ancient than liat-bottomed ones. The latt.er mark a real 
progress in keramic art. Others, still more xannmt, termi- 
nate in a point, and require, in ordiT to maintain an 
upright position, a clay ring or support which is fre- 
quently found with them. But this conical form is propter 
to the age of bronze, and therefore docs not conceim us 
here. 

The potter’s wheel, known in China from all time, is 
clearly represented on the w'all paintings of Thebes and 
on the walls of the tomb of Beni-Assan, of which tln^ date 
is nineteen or twenty centuries before Christ. But it was 
only generally employed in Europe at a much later date. 

An observation which applies to almost all the products 
of primitive industry has been made upon the subject of 
pottery; it is that the vessels resemble each other the 
more closely among all peoples in proportion as tlie degree 
of civilisation attained has been less advanced. They 
differ, on the other hand, more and more widely in forin, 
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Dnianunitaiitm, and ihnAi of workmanslnp, as soon as the 
arti.stic and intellectual culture of these same peoples at- 
tains a su|H*rior stagi^ of development, and the individual 
gnaiiiLs of t‘ach <)f thenn released from the fetters of in- 
r4iiu‘tive imitation, can freely follow its peculiar bent. 

The most ancient pottery, like that of our own day, 
was employed for the most various purposes. Drinking 
eups, cooking vessels of cylindrical or very expanded 
shapes, otl\‘ring a large surfa(‘e to the action of the heat, 
ju'ovision vessels, amphone, vessels for draining the whey 
from t'heesf*, almost identical with those now employed for 
the stime jmrpose in the south of France; lamps, some- 
times taken fur vessels for containing cream ; funeral urns 
(*veu— “Uotldng is wanting to the pottery of those remote 
tinu^s if it 1 h‘ not the foolish luxury and the wasteful use- 
lessness of these days. It is even rare to see prehistoric 
potttuw covia'ed with any species of glaze, even with that 
blaek glaze obtained so easily from graphite and sea salt. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

LANGUAGE AND WRITING. 

I. THE OBIGIM* OF SPEECH. 

Had primitive man an articulate language or no ? Had 
he at least the power of creating k ? It is, in my opinion, 
an error to assert lhat primitive man was destitute of 
speech, as Russell Wallace maintaims {PUlieca>iihropits 
alaltos), and as certain Darwinists still think.' Language 
must have appeared on earth simultaneously with man,’ 
as M. Emile Buniouf admirably says, '^and it was not ])rtv 
ceded by a long silence ; for the cans<‘ which prodnc(*d 
this silence would have prevented it from being broktm, 
and nothing short of a miracle could have pnt an end to 
it.’ Now, as we have more than once said, we pnt no faith 
in such miracles ; but we believe in the admirable law’s 
wdrich modern science has revealed to us, and which preside 
at the birth and organisation of languages as at tliose of 
societies. We believe that languages themselves are 
organisms which have their life in embryo, their infancy, 
their ripe age, their changes, their distant and repeated 
migrations, their decadence and death. "We are firmly 
convinced that speech is a natural attribute of our intel- 
lectual being, a faculty inherent in our nature, a necessity 
at once psychological and physiological. We speak, not 

' From the fact that microcephalotas huinan being's do not speah, 
Carl Vogt concludes that they present an instance of atavism, a return 
towards the Simian stock whence the entire human race is sprung. 
Microcephaly is an abnormal phenomenon wliich may l>e rudely ex- 
plained by the theory of arrested development, without the necessity of 
seeking to account for it by atavism, still less by a return to the 
supposed Simio-human type. 
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rnprely l^oeauso we possess all the organs adapted to the 
emission of articulate soundsj but still more, and princi- 
] Killy, because %ve feel the need of speaking. We see a 
proof of this in the child who talks to her dolls, the boy to 
his tin soldiers in battle array, the mother to her new-born 
child. Tlie m^etl of communication with our fellow- 
crcKitnres is so important an element in the origin of 
hmgnage, that the child brought up in complete solitude 
rt^mains dumb. The sava^^e of Aveyron was an instance of 
this fact. 

We. speak as the nightingale sings in the spring, as 
the horse neighs, with this difference, that their language 
is puntly instinctive, and can be transmitted by physio- 
logical heredity, while ours is partly the product of instinct, 
but still mor(‘ that of our intelligence, and is only trans- 
mit [(hI by the teaching imparted by one generation to the 
ncxt.^ In a word, as Sir John Lubbock justly observes, 
‘ r^anguages are human in the sense that they are the work 
of man ; divine in the sense that man in creating them 
madi^ use of a faculty with which Providence had endowed 
liim.’ Another profound and essential difference is that 
the natural language of animals is only understood, with 
few c.ve(‘ptions, by the single species to which they belong. 

e, on our part, are possessed of universal languages — 
music, painting, sculpture, for instance. Besides, our lan- 
guages are almost infinite in variety and complexity (the 
Bastjue and American tongues, &c.2), six hundred dialects 


^ The Icnrnofl works of Darwin, Taino, Pere?., &c., tend to show that 
the orip:in and dovolopment of language should be studied in the child 
an<l not in th(it adult nian. 

- Carl Vogt’s theory is well known. It explains the differences in 
languages by the forms of the skull, and consequently of the brain 
Abstract terms, the fruit of a great reflective power, belong to 
those raetKS with an upright forehead, which indicates a considerable 
d(.‘volopmcnt in the anterior cerebral lobes. The idioms of races with 
a roundiid occiput, which indicates a great development of the cer- 
violc, an organ which regulates the movements, are distinguished by 
thio'r variety of intonation and richness in concrete terms. The idea 
of tlie learned Swiss naturalist is certainly original; its truth remains 
to be proved, and I, for my part, much doubt whether the Grefjk 
language has a greater variety of intonation than the Hottentot. The 
cervicle has been endowed by physiologists with so many attributes 
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are n^ekoned in Europe alone, ninn^ than 1,200 in Anieriea 
(WiL;on), and w<^ are far from being at‘(}uaiiit(‘d \vhli all 
the idioms of Asia, Africa, and l\)lyiu‘sia, LasUy, th<‘ 
saiiK? langtiage uiuh‘rgoes infinite naulifu^ations ai^eording 
to time and place, Phe song of the Thracian night ingah‘s, 
although vsoinewhat improved, says the hgnmd, by tin* iyn* 
of Orpheus, was probably similar in every n^speet to that 
of the nightingalt‘ of our thi(‘k(ds. Tlu.^ langiiagi^ of 
IMarot, on the other lumd, is not that of Konsard, still less 
that of Lamartine, 

Besides crit‘s, modulations of the voice (song %vithout 
articulate words), gestures, motions, and aitituiLs (d’ tln^ 
body, prosopose (movemmit- of the faeial muscles), wluhL 
express our emotions, our (h'sirt\s, our passioius, our id(‘as, 
we have in addition to thes<‘ forms of laxpression, which 
we possess in common witli animals, tlu‘ laugh, (‘xpressive 
of joy,^ the unspoken yet moving languagt^. of ilu* fine 
arts, music, painting, wsculpture, and architi^cture. 
speak by means of stone, inarbhs bronze, colours, nmsieal 
sounds; of hieroglyphics, writing, ribbons (the 
of Peru), flowers, cyphers, alg<ibraical signs, and evtui by 
means of electric wires, which biMr our thoughts in au 
instant of time across the solitude of the desm't and vast 
expanse of the ocean. Lat.ely wc havii learnt to do yet 
more ; we can send our words to a distance, no longiw 
by representing them to the sight by alphabetic or other 
conventional signs, but with all the intonations of the. 
voice, its variations, tenderness, and whis])erings. Yer 
further, a new wonder of science enables us to reprodncii 
at will, not only the sounds of our own voice, but also 
those of the voice of others. What anthropomorphic ape 
ever conceived the idea of such inventions ? 

While recognising that articulate language is a spe- 
cial faculty of man, Darwin believes it not impossible 

that it seems hardly necessary to give it yet anotlier which is anything 
but proved. 

' If a Simian ancestor has really transmitted to its the germ of th(^ 
faculties which we now possess, how could he endow us with tliat which 
he had not himself — the laugh, articulate language, the gift for the 
fine arts, &:c. ? 



ANCIENT LANGUAGES. 


S15 


tliat it may have been transmitted to him by a Simian 
ancestor. But he gives very insufficient proof in sup- 
port of so bold an assertion. SAionkeys/ he says, ^cer- 
tainly understand much of wliat is said" to them by man, 
and as in a natural condition they are able to Titter cries 
to warn tbeir companions of danger, it does not appear 
to me iiUTedibk^ that some more sagacious ape may have 
conceived the idtn of imitating the howling of a wild 
beast in order t<'> warn his tellows of the species of danger 
wliieli tlin^aleiU'd them. A fact of this kind would indi- 
cate the first st(‘p towards the formation of a language’ 
('Descent of Man,’ p. 59). This is all very well, "but 
what lias beeonu^ of this ancestor, onr clever precursor^ 
and why dot^s no anthropomorphic ape of our own day 
still mak(i use of an articulate language^ 


II. SUPPOSED CHAEACTEBISTICS OP PBIMITIVE 
TONGUES. 

Hebrew is no longer believed to be the most ancient of 
buman languages. Sanskrit itself has been dethroned by 
the ^Zend Avcsta,’ the sacred book of the Magi. As 
regards Europe, the tongues of the Finns and the Basques 
long enjoyed great favour in the eyes of the most learned 
philologists as the primitive European languages. Hum- 
boldt even asserted that Basque was strictly speaking the 
only European tongue, that which has undergone the 
h‘ast modification, and has retained the most of its original 
structure, a clear proof in his eyes of the great antiquity 
of the Iberian people by whom it is spoken. The opinion 
of the famous German philosopher has been widely 
adopted. Whitney himself considers the Basque language 
as ^ the sole surviving relic and witness of an aboriginal 
western European population, dispossessed by the intru- 
sive Indo-European tribes. It stands entirely alone, no 
kindred having yet been found for it in any part of the 
world Life and Growth of Language,’ p. 212). 

Now M. Blade has shown that the Basques were not 
an Iberian people, since this word is a purely geographical 
and not ethnological term, applicable only to that part of 
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the population of the t^panii^h petiins^ula which lunLscUIed 
ou the banks of the Ihtrtifior Khro, Mur(*ov**r, M. l^^lade 
has proved that, contrary to tin* assiwtions of Humboldt^ 
the Basque tongue has chaugetl siina* tie* fiftecaith rvn- 
tury to such a dcgn*e that it is iiiipi»ssiblo ti> (‘Xplain the 
text of that time, Nhuv this text is the i-arlieht littu'ary 
monument of that languagt*, wliich is doul)iless far more 
ancient, hut, nevertheless, r<‘cent enough, sinee it is iUily 
known beyond the Pyrema's from the twelfth c<mtury, 
and ou this side from the thirteeiitln 

M- Jh-oca, howev(*r, agret*s with Huitiboldf in con- 
sidering Basque to be the only truly indigenous Kurojjeati 
language; and he believes it to be the most amaent of all 
those now spoken in otu* eoutiinmt. The Finnish huigtiage, 
allied to the Basque in the opinion of sonu* philologists, 
has in his opinion no analogy with it, unless it. he in the 
well-known nt‘gative cinn*a(‘ter of lH*ing an tiuinlieeted 
tongue. Whatever may have been said to tin* <’ont rary, 
Basque offers also no analogy with tlu*. Anieriwan diahn'ts, 
nor with the Berber of Isorthern Africa. M, Broca (Con- 
siders the Basque languag(* to 1h* an IluTian idi<an 
formerly spoken with (iiah*(‘ts of tlu* sarm* family in 
Aquitaine, in the whole of the SjKUiish ptminsula, and 
(‘vmi throughout western Europe. Tin* intxaHhmtion cd' 
the Aryan tongues of Asia with the pcoph^ who sju^kt^ 
them caus(‘d th(*se llxerian dialt*cts to disapp<*ur in su(*c(*s- 
sion; the Basque alone persist<‘d, and henct*. it still forms 
an isohitcd spot in the midst of t'm^, domain occtqued iti 
Europe by Aryan or Turanian languagf‘s of an unduubttally 
Asiatic origin. 

M. Virchow, on the other hand, is disposed to concluih*, 
from the likeness he sees bctw(Hin the skulls of tin*, 
(iuanchos of the Canary Isl(*s and those of the modern 
IkisqucSj that the latter and their language bcdong to tint 
race proper to those ancient islands of which the Fanari<‘s 
are the last remains. But besides the fact that identity 
of language cannot be logically concluded from the sirni- 
liarity of the skulls, and conversely, the Prussian savant 
himself observes that the time is not ripe for a well estab- 
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llslu‘d dryision among so many conflicting opinions. The 
prubh^m is ytd to be resolved, and I fear that the solution 
may be long dt‘ferred. 

With regard to the question whether there has been 
at any tinu*, either in Europe, or in the other quarters of 
the Old Worhl, a single parent language whence all others 
are dtodviai, wt‘ have no hesitation in returning a negative 
an.-'Wer with MM. Burnouf, Henan, and Whitney. ‘No 
laet, scientifleally analysed, proves that all languages are 
derived ihuu a singh.^ stock; hundreds of facts indicate 
that certain ('cntres of languages, proI)ably in considerable 
innnb(‘r, were formed in Asia, in Europe, and elsewhere, 
fnan which raniifu‘d the languages and dialects of later 
times.’ Ikirnuuf, t>chleicher, and Miilier hold the same 
(opinion. 

Indeed, it is easy to conceive that, even before the 
formation of onr most distinctly characterised modern 
rac<‘S, migrations took place in different directions and 
owing to tlie eliangod conditions of life, that new races 
anti new idioms arose of which the more and more marked 
divi‘rgenc<.‘s produced that variety of languages which 
justly excites our wonder at the present day, and is one 
<»f tlu^ tinest privileges of humanity. Here, however, we 
must notice the remarkable fact that there is not always 
ugret‘m<»nt between the linguistic type and the ethnic 
character of the race to wdiich it belongs. Thus the 
BerlHTS, for instance, who undoubtedly belong to the 
( ’aucasian race, nevertheless speak a Semitic tongue, Arab, 
which, as is well known, it is impossible to connect with 
any of tlie Indo-European idioms. The Esthonians and 
the Lettons ^ speak an Aryan language, and are never- 
theless, according to M. de Quatrefages, of Finnish origin. 
The Iro(}uois, the Dacotas, and the Algonquins appear to 
belong to the same race, yet their languages have nothing 

^ Letton appears to be the earliest Indo -Germanic languagre spoken 
’in Europe. It resembles Sanskrit, the sacred language of ancient India, 
more ck^sely than any other European idiom. It was therefore the 
pnx, cursor of the Greek, Latin, Eleltic, German, and even Slav languages, 
which latter, nevertheless, oilers a number of analogies with the tongue 
of the Vedas. 
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in common, at least as far as tlieir vm’ubularj is ccai- 
ct'nnnL^ 

But if identity of lan^^tia^i^e has net always a 
ethnic value, it is not tln^ satue with tlie irrcdcnhUitjf^ 
that is, tin' iinpossihility of tracing tlunu all ha<*k a 
single eonunon source. This quality setuns the most <'on- 
vincing proof of the niultipludty of thf‘ eeutrt'S of languagt*. 
Mo OIK', for instance, would dn*am <d' d(Tiving (1iiiu*se 
from Htdirew or from Sanskrit; tln*s<* tongues havt* no- 
thing in common. Then' existed thendure not oms hut 
several primitive languagt's, the work of man t»hedient 
to one of the most irnpt'rious kuvs<jf his nature~the need 
of communication with Ids telhav-imm. 

It is easy to understand tin' impossibility of reviv ing 
tlna'r grammar or vocal)uIary, since tln^y an* all long sine(^ 
<*xtinct. But it is a generally n'cc'ived opinion that all 
languages were originally inonosyllabie, as (Tinese n'lnains 
to this day. The monosyllabie languag«*s wt*re siH*ct‘eiled 
by tlie agglutinativ(', which an*, charaiderist'd by the 
simple juxtaposition of th<‘ often nunu'rous eh'unmts 
whicdi form their words tspiivah'nt to a wlnde stadenci' ; 
thence the names atfffhdi Ntt-- 

five, by wliieh tlnw an' variously known. The grc'at 
majority of the Ameni*an idioms h(‘long to this class, tla* 
Oloml being an exta'ption. Lastly, w(^ hav(* tbt* in{ie<*t(‘d 
or classic languages. 8neb arc! tin* tlnvt? su(*(*essivi' 
stages of language before it attains its <*omj)leti) develop- 
ment.- 

‘ This is a ]irmcifile upon which Whitney in.^ists, wl <*n he says Unit 
‘the inconj|)t‘t(!nco of the scicaicc of ]anf^u;)t*'o (o pass any dVcisivit 
judgment iis lo the unity or divm'slty of tiu* human ra<*<‘ appears to 
be completely and irrevocably d«mioii,strato<l g and again, ‘Wholly dis- 
cordant languages arc spoken by pco])l(^s wlitun tho ethnologist would 
not sep'iraie in race from one anoth(‘r, and ndaded languages ant spoken 
by men of apparently didbn^nt race/ (Wliitney, IJfi and Grtmih of 
Lanijuage, ]). 222.) 

“ Tlu^ classilicatinn of languagc.s Into monosyllabic, ngglntinativisand 
inflected, has liitherto enjoyed a great ropufution ; but, Whitney, who 
is so great an authority on the subject, considers this olnssiticai ion ns in- 
accurate and unpatural. ‘Tlie three degrees lie in a cuTlain line of 
progress, but, avS in all such cases, pass into one another. To lay any 
stress upon this as a basis of classilication is like making the character 
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e have already saitl, and we camior- repeat it too 
ofteiu that man ereatt‘.s the words of tin’: idiom he speaKs, 
in virtu<‘ of tlu‘ iiu'ossant activity of his mind, of the 
necessity of a mov word to express a new idea, and of the 
faculty he pnssf\<ses of reasoning, of adapting bis means 
to his ends, and then^by attaining tbem. lint language 
as a wbob^ is not, of <*ourse, the work of an individual, 
often almost- an uncousidous though a v<duntary agent ; 
it is tin* e{)l]eetive work of the entire society by wlnan 
this languagtMS employed as an instrument. ^Ve make 
words as W(‘ mak('. tools, at the (leinand of our needs or 
our eonvenienee ; the idea prcc(‘(les the word, just as the 
<*onca‘plion of the tool preceded its manufacture. ‘ It is 
as impossible to doubt that the idea precedes the word 
as that the (diild I'xists before it is named, althongli the 
evidtm<*e is less palpable ’ (Whitney). Nothing is more 
tnu*, and it is diffieult to understand bow the contrary 
theory was ev(‘r maintjdn(‘d. 

Without pretending in the smallest d(\gree to furnish 
the solution the enigma which still puzzles the wisdom 
of our most. h‘arm*d linguists, we may, with some show 
of reason, iniagim*. ([uaternary man <*xpressing liis feelings 
!>y cries resfunhling interjections, his most vivid percep- 
t i< >ns by {uionuda )p(eia. 1 lis vocabulary was poor in words, ^ 
and almost (‘iitindy destitute of alistract terms; but his 

<tf tilt* luiir er tlic colour of the skm the hassi.s of class it icaHon in pliysical 
(‘il.nolo^w, or the number of stamens or the combination of leaves in 
botany. (Whitney, JM'v and (rroirth of lMncfuaf}(\ p. 227.) 

’ nm‘ ni our most Uistinjruished Orienialists, M. do Duinast, of the 
InM it ute, says : * The oId(‘r and more primit ive a l;ui^ma,L>'e is, whether 
Mivaci* <»r no matters little, the richer and more beautifal it is with 
intri'Sie wealth and beauty.’— Quoted by Fee, in his Fldh^ophlvul 
Studios on iho Instinct and 1 ntoUifjcnce of Animals, p. 131. This 
assertion does not tally with the numerous exami>les of very imperfect 
lani^ua.ti'i^s of modern savag<is cited by sir John Lubbock. Chinese 
itself, the mr>st umJianf^eabhi and the earliest crystallised of all known 
ton^nies, is far from Ix'inj^- remarkable for the richness of its vocabulary, 
or of granmuitical forms. The lanj;uaire of the Uosjosman, of the 
Uotocudos, and of the Australian is far more iinjierfcct still. Captain 
Pairfcon sa>'S even that certain Indian tribes of North America, the 
Arapahoes for instance, have so poor a vocabulery that they cannot talk 
to each other in the dark, since they are then de])rived of the resource of 
gesture language, whicli is indispensable to eke out their scanty words. 
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spoeoh was in nu^tapliors, wiili iina«^t\s, and 

reiiecting like a inirmr <»r a faithful the lively 

emotions of his soul in the inuist of a still virgin nature. 
A profuse (‘inploynient of gt‘Sture a<‘eom[)aniod tin* yei 
imperfect expression of thought anti failing, Ihit. if we 
can attain to a more or less (‘xaet itl«‘a of the t‘arly proeesst^s 
of speech, we have hitlnnio, uidortunai ely, no means of 
ascertaining what was the laugtiagti or languagt^s long 
since extinct of our first anct^stors ; so tnn* is the saying 
that the human mind is to itself an eternal and ytd- ever- 
new problem. 

We may mention, howevt/r, with a certain })ridt‘, that 
the paheontology of language, joined to (‘omparative 
])hilohigy, has already led sueli mt*n as da{‘oh Cirinim, 
Max iiiiller, Schlegel, t:><'lileieher, Pictet, M'hitn(*y5 Ilove- 
iaeque, Burnouf, &e., to very ctirious diseov{*ru*s, and 
the future has probalily nuniy tuiexpt*et(‘d rt'velations in 
store for ns. We need not, tlu^ndbiaq iiiftu-pret too litt'- 
rally the discouraging words of M. Paro : ^ question of 
origin cannot be treated by experiment ; wi* can advancf* 
nolliing on these great subjects which can thus Vi‘rili<*d.'^ 
However this may be, man never was, in my o]>inion, this 
Pithecanthropus alahis portrait Haeckel has drawn 

as if he had seen and known him, whose singular and 
completely hypothetical genealogy he has even givtm, 
from the mere mass of living pr(.)t(>plasm to the man 
endowed with speech and a civilisation analogous to that 
of the Australians and Papuans, whose origin is attributed 
to the beginning of the diluvian period by the Prussian 
savant. 

III. OBIGIIT OF WHITING. 

Man is born a draught vsman or a sculptor, just as he is 
born a poet or a musician. An instinct of imitation leads 
him to reproduce the forms of the surrounding objects, 
and is strongly developed even in the child. The rude 
figures which he traces on the walls, on the sand, or on 
paper, as soon as he can hold a pen or a pencil, bear 


* Caro, C&mptes-rendus de V Academic des Sciences Morales, 1SG8. 
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wittioss fo tbir; inborn iinpulsp, common to all mankind, 
ll'tho <ira\viiigvS inftmded by the savage tribes of Isorth 
America to repn^stmi imm, animals, and plants, be com- 
pared with our own productions when we were seven or 
eight yt‘ars old, shall be struck by the resemblance, so 
great that even men of a certain erudition have been 
deceivtai by it. 

Every om‘ loiows the story of the famous ^ Book of the 
Ravages,’ whieh tht‘ Abbe i)onu*nech, who had passf^d 
st‘Verai years among tlie red-skins, regarded as the 
auihentit‘ work of the latter, as a record of great import- 
ance to the seieiiee of etlniology, whereas it is now proved 
that this sup])os(‘d M>t>ok of tlie Savages ’is nothing but a 
lot of rude tigures drawn by the unskilled liand of the sun 
of a ( lerman set tlm*. 

This lilouiess, among all the productions of the first 
(dYorts of tlie human mind, has been already noticed with 
n*gard to the Hint wt^apons and tools collected from the 
most widely se}>arated districts. It is no less astonishing 
wIk'U wti erune to study the writing of savage peoples, and 
evtui of those who hav<^ attaiiunl to some degree of civili- 
sation. All of them, in inventing the graphic art, have 
aimetl at giving substance to their thought, have en- 
deavoured to materialise it, and if possible to perpetuate 
it; all liave thereby wished to supply the want of absent 
words, and even to paint them to the siglit for the present, 
and still more for future time. From identity of purpose 
naturally arose identity of means, and writing, multiplied 
by the genius of Gutenberg, has become one of the most 
powerful instruments of progress and civilisatioud 

At first ideographic md entirely pictorial, as it still 
rt^mains among several Indian tribes of North America, 
writing became pltonetic^ then sgllahic^ and lastly alpha- 
betical^ which is the apogee of KScriptural progress. But 
ulpliahctical characters themselves, those of which Cadmus 
the Phconician is the traditional inventor, had a distinctly 

* Bacon compares wriiinj^ to a ship wliich crosses the vast ocean of 
time, and nuikes all ,rges shave in the liglits,ttie wisdom, and inventions 
of past times. 

Y 
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pictorial origin. Aleph, and heth, whielr are joined to 
make the word alphabet, had, the one, the form of an ox’s 
head, the other, that of a tent or house; gimel, the 
gamma of the Greeks, represented a camel, daleth or 
delta a door.' 

The first form of picture writing is merely the re- 
presentation of the living creatures or inanimate objects, 
a tree, a stream, a lion. This is picture-WTiting proper, 
of which we here reproduce two specimens. The one is a 
contemporary Indian petition (fig. 140); the other an 
Indian love song, for which we are indebted to School- 



Fig. 141. Example of picture writing. — Love song. 

1. The lover stanclinff. 2. T]io same seated, playiug on the magic drum. 3. The lover 
shut into a secrot hut by his magic art. 4. The pair holding hands. 5. The woman 
represented in an island. 6. She lies aslet'p, her lover addresses her, and his magic 
power tenches lier heart. 7. His heart. 8. Represents her maidenhood. A line cor- 
responds to each figure except the last. Here is the translation : my artistic talent 
makes 1110 a god ; listen to the sound of my voice, of my song, it is indeed my voice ; 
I hide my head when seated near her ; I can make her blush since I hear all she says 
of me ; were she in a far distant isle I could reach, her by swimming, even if she 
were in another hemisphere. I speak to your heart. 


craft (fig. 141). This species of writing is naturally 
followed by pure symbolism, which consists in expressing 
abstract ideas by figures which suggest them in the mind 
of another — a bird signifying rapidity ; a fox, cunning ; a 
serpent holding its tail in its mouth, eternity; a sceptre, 
power. From this to phonetic writing there is but a 
step, but it is a long one. Here the image or symbol be- 

^ In astronomy we still use hieroglyphics to indicate the signs of 
the zodiac : r =the Ram, « =the Bull, n =the Twins, / =the Archer, 
:r5s=the Scales, w; = Aquarius. Horizontal undulating lines are the 
sign which represents water in the Egyptian hieroglj phics. 
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(oines a sotimL Tlu« the which is really only a 

transition by the ideographic and phoin^tic forms. 

The savages of America furnish a mimbt'r of examples 
of these ditierent kinds of wrifiiig, and Tyh'^r cites some 
very striking ones in his ‘ Early History of 31ankin<L’ The 
development of writing was arrested in (Tuna at the 
syllabic form ; it has not reaehed the alphab(‘tieah The 
charaet(irs, considerably modified by time and the use of 
the pencil, of which this writing is composed, are divided 
into two classes : (1) the ])honefic^ whieh givi; the sound ; 
(2) the dde>nnbiaiii% which indicate the sense. Thus 
the sign doo}\ accoinpanied l>y the determinative eai\ 
means to Uden. The stime sign do(n\ joined to the deter- 
minative heart, expresses the word S(>rroN\ Tlu^ Chimise 
characters, which arc purely syllabic, may be ustnl with 
equal facility in Cochin China, Ja}>an, and the juminsula 
of Corea, and to eitcli it is possible to attach words which 
(‘xpress the same idea, but which arc mutually unintel- 
ligible to the people who <‘mploy them. Arab and Eoman 
figures giv<^ an idea of this kind of writing; they niS(‘ml)le 
it inasmuch as the notions they rt'prnscmt are the same 
throughout the eivilis(^d ■world, but the word by which 
they are ex})ressed varies with the nationality. The sigms 
X and 10, for instainje, represent everywhere the numlxT 
which we call tem, but the enunciation of this numlxT 
difters sensibly in diflerent coimtricis : Bsfca (Gre(‘k), deceni 
(Latin), zelin (German), died (Italian), dkt (French). 

The hieroglyphic writing of the Egyptians is much 
more learned but less complicated than that of tlu^ A7h{‘c.s, 
as is proved by a comparison of the tabh^is of Palen(|nc 
with the inscriptions at Koset.ta or on the Ghelisks. The 
(diaracters employed in the ^Mexican inscript ii)ns app(‘ar 
to have been formed of an assemblage of portions of 
symbols originally used in their intiygrity. The people 
who made use of this writing appear to have been in- 
spired with the polysynthetic principle, tlic distinctive 
character of the American tongues, agglutination, com- 
pound or 6i4n,c/i-words as the Americans say. Hut it 
is doubtful if the hieroglyphs of l^alenque, of which the 
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signification is as yet nnknown, ever had a phonetic value 
like those of the Egyptians and of the Chinese.^ 

It will be seen that hieroglyphic writing in general 
use among peoples widely st‘parated by time and space, 
tln^ Egyptians, Chinese, and American Indians, has every- 
where an (‘sseiitially pictorial character. Ko remains of 
writing have np to the present time been found in the 
])laees wlua’c the bones of quaternary man are found 
burietl. Dr. Garrigmu nevertheless says that he ob- 
served a s])ccies of hieroglyphic signs on several frag- 
ments of reindeer horn, which he collected in the caves 

Ea, Vaclic and of Massat, in Ariege. The author of this 
discovery is ptn'haps too ready to see in these the first 
traces of writing in our hands. It is also extremely doubt- 
fid whether tlie signs traced upon the slabs of sandstone 
found at Chalcaix, mentioned by Professor van Beneden, 
shotdd be regardc'd as graphic characters. Admitting that 
in the two above-mentioned cases we are really dealing 
with hieroglyphs, what is their signification? It may 
p(‘rliaps be found at some future time. ^When Grote- 
fend, the first to undertake to decipher the signs found 
upon the Assyrian monuments, began his task, it was un- 
is mnvn whether they really constituted a written character, 
of if they were merely ornaments; not a word of the 
language to wdiich they presumably belonged was known ; 
we were ignorant from what epoch they dated. Neither 
was it known whether the alphabet was phonetic, syllabic, 
or hieroglyphic. Now at the present day we are acquainted 
wit.h the cuneiform inscriptions of Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes, 
Artaxerxes I., &c. \Ve are provided with translations, 
grammars, and dictionaries of them.’ (F. Garrigou, 
‘ r/Age du Eenne dans la Grotte de la Vache, pres- de 
Tarascon [Ariege],’ p. 5.) 

* A few exainples are however cited, which tend to prove that, at 
tlie time of the conquest, the Mexicans were in process of giving a 
phonetic value to their hieroglypl^s. The name of ItzU-coatl, for 
instance, the fourth king of Mexico, is represented by a serpent {ooatl\ 
from the spine of which obsidian knives {itzli) protrude ; whence Itzli- 
coatl, like our (See Tylor, Early Ki&tory of Mankind, and Evans, 

lUi'ue Scientifi^ue, 1873, p. 657.) 
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An'ha^nlntvv luis tint said ilslast wnnl rtti thn snbjnct of 
rt'conls of pn^historii* Aoi’unlin;^' ti> ( i ntt«x writ 

was unknown in the time of Homer and H(‘si(Ml (8;>()-77t) 
lao,) *unv the exeavations ma<h' at ^i4‘n‘at expense b)’' 
F(*liliemann on the site of amaent Tmy have broutrht- to 
liifht an earthenware vt‘ssel, made witlmut tht‘ help of the 
piatterV wheel, and hearing an inseription probably in 
Trojan charaeters. Hom(*r sang of tin* fall of Troy about 
sevt'U hundred years after tht‘ taking of the tt»wn. We 
must therefore eonelmha in spite of (trottAs assertion to the 
(‘ontrary, that writing (‘xisttnl in Illyria long before Homer. 
We must not forg<‘t, howtwei% that Sir J»dm Evans, a most 
etaupcdtmt authority, afiirms that writing was miknown in 
the age of stone, and that no well-established fact has yet 
been discovered in support of the contrary opinion. 
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CHAPTEE VIL 
JRBLIGIOK 

I. REIilGlOCrS IDEAS OP PRIMITIVE MAH. 

r Mt'ST begin by declaring, to avoid any misunder- 
standing, that I leave entirely on one side all revealed 
rtdigion, Eevealed religion commands our faith and sub- 
i ligates our reason ; science requires freedom of search 
aiui a])peals to facts. Now positive facts, in all that con- 
cerns the r(‘ligious ideas and ceremonies of our earliest 
ancestors, are as yet very few in number, so few indeed 
tlrat there is not, to my knowledge, a single one from 
which any certain conclusion can be drawn. We are 
therefore reduced to induction and analogy, and both of 
these means of proof are often deceptive. Yet it cannot 
be deiut‘d that (iod has always revealed himself to man in 
his works, and whatever Statius may say, the gods are not 
nuuady the creation of fear. The mind has an equal 
share with the heart in the conception of a divine 
lh»ing, of a Supreme Cause ; but this idea was of slow pro- 
gressive development in primitive man, advancing almost 
Imperceptibly by an instinctive and spontaneous move- 
niiuit. ^JuvSt as the knowledge of our ego and of the 
exterior world was not acquired spontaneously, without 
effort, reflection, or expeidence, so the idea of the existence 
of God, at first embryonic, so to speak, has need, in order 
to attain its complete development, of slow and successive 
efforts of the human mind which has conceived it. Here 
we have not, as yet, direct intuition ; there is only slow 
and painful labour, which, from induction to induction, 
reflection to reflection, leads us at length to this supreme 
affirmation: God is.’ (Compayre.) 
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vidual survives only in his descendants. If he performs 
any superstitious ceremony, if he sacrifices birds, it is 
only to seek in their convulsive motions prognostications 
relating to the ordinary interests of life ; but no essentially 
religious idea is connected with the practice, invented by 
the imagination of a magician, and maintained by blind 
tradition. Livingstone affirms that ^ among the Beehuanas 
and all Central African tribes there is a total absence of 
worship, idols, and of all religious ideas.’ ^ Still more 
recently Sir Massinger Bradley spoke of an Australian 
tribe which lived on the shores of the lake in a district 
situated in 35° lat. south, and 139° 30' east long. Their 
language is monosyllabic, ^ consisting,’ he says, ^ of cries 
more or less resembling those of animals. . . . They have 
no superstitions of any kind, and have not the least notion 
of a future life.^ 

Lastly, we are informed by the scientific commission 
of Mexico that the Indians in the neighbourhood of 
Santiago, whose physical character resembles that of the 
Chinese and the Mongols, had no religious ideas before the 
coming of the Conquerors. ^ Many writers who are author- 
ities on this matter,’ says Sir John Lubbock, ^ are of opinion 
that no people is destitute of some sort of religion. This 
theory, however, does not agree with the statements of 
many trustworthy observers. Sailors, merchants, and 
philosophers, Catholic priests and Protestant missionaries, 
in ancient and modern times, and in every quarter of the 
globe, concur in affirming that there are races without 
any species of rehgion. Their testimony has the more 
weight that in many cases this fact has greatly surprised 
the observer, and was in complete opposition to all his 
preconceived ideas. On the other hand, it must be owned 
that travellers have denied the existence of a religion, 
because the creed it professed was entirely contrary to our 
own. The question as to the universal existence of re- 
ligion among men is after all, in great measure, a matter 
of definition. If to constitute a rehgion a mere feeling 

' Report of the Anthropological Society of Paris, p. 227, 1864, 

* Rome Scientifigue, Nov. 15, 1873, p, 473. 
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of fear, the single idea in man that there are very likely 
beings more powerful than himself, be sufficient, it may, 
I think, be admitted that the entire human race is in 
possession of religion.’ 

Professor Broca, on his part, in a paper remarkable for 
its good sound sense and scientific loyalty, agi’ees with 
several of the most distinguished members of the Anthro- 
pological Society of Paris in declaring that he has no doubt 
whatever ^ that there are among the inferior races peoples 
without worship, dogma, metaphysical ideas, or collective 
belief, and consequently without religion.’ ^ It is needless 
to say that after such an assertion, M. Broca, far from con- 
sidering the religious instinct as universal and inseparable 
from human nature, sees in it where it exists merely one 
form of submission to a higher authority, an effect of 
the teaching received in childhood, but not an original 
characteristic faculty. 

This opinion found, as we have said, a number of 
adherents in the Anthropological Society of Paris. M. de 
Quatrefages continues nevertheless to believe that the 
religious instinct is one of the original and essential 
characteristics of humanity, and he reckons in the list 
of theistic and even religious people, the Australians, 
the Melanesians, the Hottentots, the Kaffirs, the Be- 
chuanas, the Yebous, the Mincopies, in fine, all the races 
among whom the authors we have quoted deny the exist- 
ence of all religious ideas. (^The Human Pace,’ page 
349.) 

If we accept the Abbe Lamennais’ definition of religion, 
as the ^ assemblage of all the necessary laws of creation,’ 
it is evident that, under this acceptation, religion is only 
accessible to philosophers who have long studied these 
law's ; but if we accept this other definition of the same 
author, Hhe union of man with God and of man with 
man,’ it is not less evident that religion may be under- 
stood, felt, and practised as well by the savage as by men 
who have attained to an advanced state of civilisation. 


' Meport of the Anthroj^ologioal Society of Paris, 1866, p. 53. 
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In order to be proptTly (pialidetl to distniss the 
question at. issue, AL de Quatndag(*s wistdy ret‘ununeuds 
u thorough and close sltuly of tlie iiift‘rior r<*ligiuns ; for 
in all of them the obsex'ver will ii-iul in a state uf embryo, 
so to speak, the two following general f*)nnula.s width, in 
fact, sum up all the doctrines aiul all tla* d(\ginas of tin* 
great religions which are now spread ovtu* tlu‘ stn*fat‘(‘ of 
the globe (Hrahminisin, Budtlhisni, Jndaistn, MalH)met- 
unism, Christianity): — 

1. Belief in beings superior to man, with power over 
his destiny for gt^od or for evil. 

2. Belief in an after life, a. future btwond (he grave. 

^ Evtiry people, every man who belit‘V(‘H iti tlu\s<‘ two 
things ivS rtdigious, and obstuwation is evta* inen‘asing the 
number of proofs of the universality of this charaeterd 
(^The Human Eace,’ p. 3;)G.) 

M. Emile Biirnouf,t)U his part,jtistly points out that if 
man, however savage we may eonsidtu' him, Miad not east 
a tlioughtful glance at Nataire, who brings him his joy anil 
his sorrow, if he had not thought that lu‘ perctdvtHl iu law 
invisible and sovereign forct‘s, ha would not. havt^ <‘on« 
ceived the idea of condensing iu some sort the powers 
tlie universe in a piece of wood, a stone, in some rennuns 
of a coarse tissue.’ This is feticUism, it will be objected. 
It is so, I readily confess, but fethddsm is precisely tin* 
lowest and most rudimentary natural expression of ndigit m ; 
it is the worship of tribes belonging to tlui l<uvt‘st dt‘gr<‘(» 
of rhe social scale. From fetichism to the worshiji of 
idols made in the image of man, to the worship of man 
himself, there is but a step. There is a manifest, tmidimey 
to anthropomorphism in all the religions which are 
rightly styled inferior. It even recurs more or h‘ss ob- 
viously, or more or less disguised in the great, rntuhun 
religions. Suffice it to mention here the (irand I^aina, 
the object of worship of a whole people, for wt‘ need n<»t 
name all the heroes and gods of Olympus, ho liko in 
many respects to the most ordinary mortals. Thtjre is a 
foundation of truth in the jest that if God made man in 
his own image, it must be owned that man does as much 
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by bim. Jehoyah. himself is frequently represented in 
Eoman Catholic churches under the form of a venerable 
and majestic old man. According to Lubbock, the Tartars 
of the Altai Mountains picture God also as a white-bearded 
old man, but at the same time they dress him in the uni- 
form of a Eussian officer of dragoons. Origin of Civilisa- 
tion,’ p. 227.) 

Led astray by the fear or horror inspired by certain 
animals, by the services which others render him, or 
by the erroneous ideas he has conceived respecting them, 
man has often rendered them 'a religious homage. This 
animal worship, so extensive in India and in ancient 
9.pis, anubis, the sacred ibis), has left 
traces, in a completely symbolic form it is true, even in 
Christianity itself (the Paschal Lamb, the White Dove, 
symbol of the Holy Ghost) : so true it is that man is one 
in spite of apparent diversities. 

If man is morally or^e, if the entire human race is now 
in sympathy with respect to certain ideas, certain feel- 
ings, certain tendencies which recur equally in every part 
of the globe, it is exceedingly probable that from the 
earliest quaternary times, and therefore all the more in 
the following age, we shall be able to find traces of a 
collective belief in superior beings, good or evil, and in a 
future life. From the natural impulse to be rendered 
acceptable to the one, to endeavour to withdraw from the 
hurtful power of the other, arise prayer, adoration, wor- 
ship, sacrifice, offerings, and superstitious practices of every 
kind. But as soon as the idea of a God is clearly con- 
ceived, the great monotheistical religions follow as surely 
as the conclusion follows the premisses. In all, the funda- 
mental principle, that is the dogma, is at bottom the 
same ; the ceremony, the form of worship, the religious 
paraphernalia, the outer and accessory forms alone vary 
(Judaism, Mahometanism, Christianity). 

II. WOBSHIP AUD amulets. 

We will now enter into some details more especially 
relating to prehistoric man. M. Piette found in the cave 
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of Gourdaii (reindeer age) a species of amulet worthy of 
serious consideration. This is a disc pierced with a hole 
in the centre, from the circumference of which start 
diverging lines. The author of this discovery observed 
the same sign engraved three times upon a wand of office, 
and he considers it to be the image of the Sun God, 
worshipped, as he thinks, by the troglod3d:es of the 
Pyi'enees. This interpretation seems plausible, but it 
needs more numerous and more decisive proofs to be 
universally adopted. 

The crescents of the Swuss lake dwellings, which wore 
at first regarded as religious symbols indicating the worship 
of the moon, appear to have been merely rests for the 
head during sleep, or destined perhaps to preserve the 
construction of an elaborate head-dress. The inhabitants 
of the Fiji Isles still use wooden pillars for a similar pui- 
pose, and also to render the occiput round and protrud- 
ing. M. de Quatrefages is inclined to regard a mammoth 
bone found by M. Ed. Dupont in the hole of Cluileux, in 
Belgium, as a species of fetich worshipped by the inhabit- 
ants of the district. The mammoth had at that epoch 
been long extinct, and it is probable that they mistook 
one of its bones for that of a giant, and were thereby led 
to worship it. 

However this may be, the wearing of amulets, a custom 
which became almost universal at the end of the reindeer 
age, and during the whole of the neolithic period, shows 
at least the existence of superstitions very similar to 
those which still reign in our country districts, and even 
in the heart of our so-called civilised towns : the tradi- 
tions of old times handed down to us, which perpetuate 
the memory of one of the earliest stages in the life of 
humanity. 

In his interesting work upon the Nuraghi of Sardinia, 
the Abbe Spano regards the monoliths (a species of 
menhir or stela) which are placed in front of the dwel- 
lings, as representing the sijin, the creator and life-giver 
of all being, otherwise the Baal or Melarth of the Sidon- 
lans. Some of these monoliths, smaller than the preced- 
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sDg, and carved with the representation of two breasts 
towards the summit, are probably figures of Astarte, the 
moon, the inseparable companion of Baal, who, by the 
humidity which she diffuses over the whole earth, encour- 
ages the increase of all living creatures (fig. 57). If we 
were to believe the Abbe Spano, this worship of Baal 
and of Astarte was imported into Sardinia by the first 
emigrants from the plains of Sennaar, According to the 
Sardinian peasants, on the other hand, these monoliths are 
human beings, who left the true religion to worship the 
sun and moon, and whom (rod punished by changing 
them to stone after having deprived them of their feet 
and liands. Probably neither peasant nor savant is right, 
since the men of the archaeolithic and even of the neolithic 
age are far anterior to the Chaldean emigrations. 

If, as M. de Baye supposes, the female figures rudely 
carved upon the chalk walls of the artificial caves of the 
jMarne really represent a divinity, we must conclude that 
the inhabitants of Champagne practised likewise, in the 
later stone epoch, the rites of a religion akin to fetichism 
or anthropomorphism. 

Cranial Amulets^ and the Immortality of the Soul . — • 
We have already given from M. Broca’s description an 
account of the processes employed in trepanning the 
skuQs of infants and of adults in the neolithic age. 
This operation was sometimes practised upon the living 
subject, especially upon children and young people (sur- 
gical trepanning^), and sometimes upon the dead body 
before burial (posthumous trepanning). 

In all time, and even in modern days, superstition, 
the faithful companion of ignorance, has been allied to 
medicine and surgery. In every epoch certain nervous 
diseases, such as convulsions, delirium, epilepsy, and 
madness, have been considered either as sacred, or as the 
indication of the possession of body and soul by demons 

* M. Broca remarks that the term ‘surgical trepanning ’ is not strictly 
corpect, sioco tbe hole mafle in the bone of the skull was not obtai3ied 
by means of a p'dntecl instrument moved in a circle, but by merely 
foraping the surface with a shanD Hint biado 
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or other evil spirits. Hence the idea naturally arose of 
opening a door through which to expel them. Hence aho 
the mystic origin of trepanning practised upon the living 
subject. 

And as convulsions and epilepsy (a supposed sacred 
disease) are commoner in children than adults, we find 
a large number of perforated or trepanned skulls among 
young people. The subject himself was considered to be 
beloved of the gods if he survived the operation, and was 



Fig. 1412. Skull trlpaishked during life and after death, taken from 

ONE OF the dolmens CALLED ClBOURNIOH, OR ToMBS OF THE POULACRES. 
Presented to tlie Anthropological Institute of Paris by M. Prunieres. 

A Healed edge of the surgical trepanning. B a, a n, Edtres cut or sawn after death. 
This same skull is shown on page 354, seen f com above. 

cured of the disease. The bones of his skull were reputed 
to possess wonderful therapeutic properties ; they counter- 
acted witchcraft, and preserved from disease. This was 
more than enough to cause our neolithic ancestors to pro- 
cure the trepanned fragments wliich were the object of 
their veneratiou, and to wear them as amulets and precious 
talismans. 
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After the death, of persons who had while living under- 
gone surgical trepanning, a sort of posthumous trepanning 
was practised upon them, which consisted in taking from 
the skull circular pieces and fragments of various forms, 
taking care always to preserve on one of the edges of each 
piece of hone a part of the cicatrised edge of the original 
opening (fig. 142). That was in some sort the authentic 
signature, the trade-mark of the coveted talisman, which 
was thereby rendered so precious to the fortunate posses- 
sor. The healed edge does in fact exist upon nearly all 



Fig. 143. Cranial amulet, with Fig. 144. Irregular cranial amulet, 

GROOVE FOR PASSING A CORD. WITH A HOLE IN THE MIDDLE FOE 

Taken from the dolmen called the passage op a cord. Collection 

Cave of the Fairies, in Lozfere. of M. Prunik’es. (Natural size). 

Collection of M. Pruniferes. 

(Natural size). 


the posthumous amulets : which proves beyond a doubt 
that the subject trepanned while living had long sur- 
vived the operation. This edge is smooth ; but it is dis- 
tinguished from the remaining edges of the amulet, in 
that the newly-formed bony substance covers the cells of 
the diploe, whereas the cells are visible in the other parts 
from the very effect of the polishing (figs. 143, 144). 

The discs with polished edges were, it appears, fancy 
amulets, and are much rarer than the unpolished ones. 

z 
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Both, were, however, cut from the bone of the skull with 
a flint knife or saw, at the celebration of the funeral. 

We have said that the most skilfully wrought discs, 
those which were of most value, were found in skulls from 
which a great part of the outer bone had been removed 
by posthumous trepanning. They had evidently been 
purposely placed there. But M. Broca naturally askts 
what end these intra-cranial amulets were intended to 
serve. ^Were they a symbol, a representation of the 
great portion of the skull removed by the operation of 
trepanning ? It is hardly likely, since any fragment of a 
skull might have been employed for this purpose ; and 
the precious amulet would not have been so lightly 
sacrificed. The intra-cranial amulet meant much more 
than that. It was a viatimm, a talisman which the 
deceased carried away with him into another life to bring 
him luck, and to protect him from the influence of the evil 
spirits who had tormented his childhood. But, even if we 
admit the first hypothesis, it none the less indicates the 
belief that a new life awaited the dead ; for otherwise there 
would have been no motive whatever for the ceremony of 
restitution. The study of prehistoric trepanning and the 
attendant ceremonies prove, therefore, incontrovertibly, 
that the men of the neolithic age believed in a future 
life, in which the dead retained their individuality. It 
is, I think, the earliest epoch to which we can attribute 
this belief.’ 

We remark, finally, that prehistoric trepanning was 
practised in the land afterwards known as France during 
the whole of the neolithic age. Undoubted traces of the 
same custom are also found in the dolmens of Africa, and 
even, although it is true with a different purpose, in 
Mexico, Peru, and the Mounds of Michigan. 

Worship of the Dead , — We come now to consider the 
signification of those female figures with pointed nose 
and prominent breasts, found in the artificial caves of 
Champagne, and which recall to a certain extent the 
figures of Minerva, with the owl’s face, fXavKobiris ^Adijvrj, 
which unknown artists have modelled on the great clay 
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vases dag up from the ruins of ancient Troy by Dr. 
Schliemann.^ 

How are we to interpret these facts ? What correla- 
tion exists among them ? 

If it be true, as Herbert Spencer supposes, that the 
worship of ancestors and of the dead is the first origin of 
all religions, the burial caves of the Marne, and of a great 

^ According to M. Em. Burnouf and Schliemann himself, the vases 
in question represent the goddess Minerva, and testify to her primitive 
'worship in Greece. With regard to the mastikas, 'which nearly always 
accompany them, they are, in the opinion of the authors we have just 
cited, true religious symbols, similar, but far anterior to the cross of 
the Christians. On the other hand, the Abb6 Brasseur de Bourbourg 
tells us that the Mexican Indians adored the cross long before the con- 
quest, and invoked its aid in praying for rain after a long drought. 
According to Wilson, the Maltese cross often adorns the antique pottery 
of Peru, and it is also found in the carvings of Mitla and Palenqu§, a 
circumstance which has given rise to the most extravagant deductions 
and the most absurd explanations on the part of archaeologists, who, 
not wishing to go back earlier than the time of Christ, regard the 
crosses figured upon non-Christian monuments as a religious symbol 
formed by the reunion of four Greek gammas ( 7 ). Now we know at 
the present day beyond all doubt that these supposed gammas are 
nothing but the swastika of the Brahmans of India, that is, the 
representation of the wooden instrument of the same name employed 
with the prmnantlidi or fire-stick, to produce the sacred fire, agni. This 
sign is figured in the Ramayana on the prow of King Kama’s ship, who 
certainly knew no Greek ; and it appears also on a number of Buddhist 
monuments. Lastly, we know that the followers of Vishnu make this 
sign upon their forehead, as did the Christians of the early Church. 
M. Gabriel de Mortillet has proved that the sign of the cross, used as a 
sacred emblem, preceded by a thousand years the introduction of 
Christianity into Gaul. It may be seen on the pottery found at Aix, in 
Savoy, on more than half the vases taken from the terrama/)'i of Emilia 
(age of bronze), lastly, upon all the tombs of the cemeteries of Golascua, 
near Laeo Maggiore, and of Villanova, near Bologna (age of iron). The 
cross then occurs everywhere, as M. Em. Burnouf justly observes; but 
is he right in adding solely in the Aryan race ? The earrings of ^ Mitla 
and Palenqu6, the black earthenware of Peru, mentioned above, justify 
our doubting this assertion. But, it is now established by undoubted 
proofs that the sign of the cross was known and employed as a religious 
symbol long before the birth of Christ. With regard to the meaning 
of the sign resembling a St. Andrew’s cross, which MM. Lartet and 
Christy observed upon an arrow head of reindeer-horn {JRel, Aqwt 
pi. X. fig. 6) found hy them in one of the bone caves of P6rigord, we 
shall not try to see therein the sign of the cross dating from the age of 
mammoth and cave-bear, and many will be inclined to imitate our 
re3er\'e. 
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many other places, the dolmens and monoliths of Sar- 
dinia would have an important bearing upon the question. 
Nothing prevents us from considering, indeed everything 
leads us to regard, these monolithic monuments as the 
expressimx of a religious idea, a worship of the dead, 
based upon the notion, more or less distinct, or more or 
h^ss vague, of a future life. What, moreover, could he 
the meaning of these weapons, these provision vessels, 
these funeral urns, found in the gigantic tombs in the 
burial caves and grottos, if not an affectionate respect 
for the dead, the idea still completely material and rude 
(ff a future life, similar in most respects to the present, 
and subject to the same necessities ? 

The famous cave of Auiagnac (Haute-Garonne) seemed 
to have furnished an invincible proof in favour of the 
exisi.ence of ladigious ideas and practices, and of a wor- 
ship of the dead at an epoch as early as the cave bear. 
At sight of the human bones found buried therein, people 
talked of funeral ceremonies and feasts, of well-defined 
religious beliefs in times far anterior to all history and all 
tradition. The only mistake was one of date, for the 
most recent researches of MM. Cartailhac and Trutat 
have proved that all these practices must be attributed 
only to the neolithic age. 

Dr. Noulet arrived at the same result in exploring with 
tlie care and wisdom which characterise him the burial 
place of the ilerm, reputed to be much more ancient than 
it really is. On the other hand, the human bodies lying 
al}ove the ancient hearths of Solutre prove that, as early 
as the reindeer age, the tribe which had settled in this 
district near Macon rendered funeral honours to their 
(lead, and that they possessed notions of a future life 
nearly similar to those which are revealed to us in the 
age of polished stone- 

From the above facts and considerations, it results 
that we possess but very few proofs and positive facts 
testifying in favour of the existence of religion among our 
ancestors previous to the neolithic age. But if it be true 
that, as Lamennais says, every being tends towards God, 
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tends to unite itself to him as far as its nature allows; if 
religion itself is but this union realised by heart and 
mindj if the idea of a future life is only a spontaneous 
aspiration after the Infinite^ primitive man himself can- 
not have been exempted from this impulse of all human 
nature. 

III. CAN-NIB ALISM AND HUMAN SACBIBICE. 

It is extremely probable that the primitive peoples oi 
Europe were addicted to cannibalismj though we have 
hitherto no certain proi)f of the fact. Yet, when we con- 
sider that this barbarous custom is still widely diffused in 
Polynesia, in Kew Zealand, in Australia, in the islands 
of Sunda and Sumatra, in Central and Southern Africa, 
and among some of the tribes of Hindostan and of Ame- 
rica ; \vhen Strabo and Pliny assirre us that in their time 
the Germans and Kelts w^ere cannibals ; lastly, when 
C'cesar says that the Yascons were still anthropophagous, 
we should have no reason to be surprised if later re- 
searches placed it beyond a doubt that quaternary Euro- 
pean man resembled the Yascons in this respect. 

Even now there are indications which seem to con- 
firm this hideous resemblance. In certain caves human 
bones have been discovered, more or less charred or split 
like those of animals, probably for the purpose of extract- 
ing the marrow, which was considered as a great delicacy. 
Some of these bones are marked with scratches, rare, but 
quite visible at their spongy extremities, and even the 
print of teeth, which certain palaeontologists believe to be 
human. 

At the station of Saint Marc (reindeer age), near Aix, 
in Provence, M. Marion found among the remains upon 
the hearths some calcined human bones, broken a.nd 
split to allow of the extraction of the marrow. He un- 
hesitatingly concludes from this fact that the tribes of 
the archa^olithic age occasionally fed upon human flesh. 
It is worthy of note that all these carbonised bones split 
lengthways belong to young people, and that the station 
of Aix shows no sign of having been used as a place of 
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burial. 5L Capellini also says that he has recently found 
traces of cannibalism in Italy. 

Observations similar to the preceding had already 
been made in Scotland upon the bones of women and 
children, by Hichaiai Owen ; in Belgium, by Spring; and 
those two mvanfs had suspected them to be proofs of the 
practice of cannibalism. M, Worsae likewise believes in 
the existence of anthropophagy and human sacrifice 
among the ancient inhabitants of Denmark. 

It is, nevertheless, possible that the scratches or marks 
in question arc merely the work of certain rodents — mice 
and rats for inshince. It is to these animals that Dr. 
Nmilet attributes very similar marks observed upon three 
portions of a htanaii humerus taken by him from a 
s(‘pulcUre, dating from the age of polished stone, and 
wrongly attributed, it seems, to the epoch of the cave bear 
(cave of the Herm)d 

Whether wc adopt this opinion or no, it is not un- 
reasonable to imagine that tlie hunger of the first inhabi- 
tants of Etiropean sSoil was not always satisfied, and that 
their savage passions led them to feed, at least accident- 
ally and locally, upon the flesh of their fellow-creatures, 
d'hc same causes produce everywhere the same effects. 
SI. Scliaff’hausen, therefore, does not hesitate to say, ‘ We 
are no longer avStonished at the description of a people 
addicted to cannibal practices- We find among all peoples 
the tra<;es of this primitive barbarism : it is in some sort 
a necessity to which they -were all at one time subject.’ ^ 

Carl Vogt is even more explicit upon this important 
point. ^ There is not,’ he says, ^ a single race, a people of 
importance, or any important geographical group of men, 
among whom cannibalism and human sacrifice did not 
formerly exist. Black, brown, yellow, and white-skinned 
races, woolly-haired and smooth-haired men ; Europeans, 


^ Soc in the Mv^novyrs do VAoadbnie das iSoimoes^ Insoriptims et Belles 
Lettres do Toulouse^ 1874, Dr. Noulet's work entitled, litude sur la 
Caverm de V partivulihremeyit av, ^oint do v%e deVdge des restes 
h amain s qui on out retirh. 

i B&yrae Bciontifiqxf>o^ 1873» p. 1064. 
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Asiatics^ Africans, Americans, AiistralianSj and Polynesians, 
Semites iind Hamites, ail without exception have sacrificed 
and devoured their fellows ; and, where historical docu- 
ments and wi'itings are wanting, the broken and gnawed 
hones bear witness to the fact.’ ^ 

Far from subscribing to the paradox of Eousseau, that 
all things are perfect when they leave the hands of Nature, 
hi. H. Bouley ^ sees in primitive cannibalism the proof of 
a couvsiderable imperfection. ^Man,’ says he, ^when he 
left the hands of Nature,’ to quote Eousseau, ^was not 
absolutely scrupulous in his strife for existence, and if he 
fed upon the flesh of the brutes he procured by the chase, 
a morsel of that of his fellows was not revolting to him. 
Hunger was his justification ; but, if this means of nom'ish- 
ment may be explained, and even excused by the necessity 
of the time when it was commonly practised, it should not 
be invoked as a very convincing proof of the perfection of 
primitive humanity. On the contrary, a great progress 
was soon realised, and humanity made a step towards a 
better state of things, when the conquest of domestic 
animals assured to man his subsistence for the morrow. 
This point of view magnifies considerably the services for 
which w'e are indebted to our inferior brethren, as Saint- 
Frangois de Sales calls them, who saved man from himself, 
that is from the fury of his unsatisfied appetite, which 
drove him to prey upon his fellows.’ 

In truth, as soon as man begins to cultivate the land, 
as soon as he is in possession of domestic animals, it is 
\^ery rare that he does not renounce the practice of feed- 
ing upon human flesh, supposing that he had formerly 
been accustomed to do so. The natives of the Society 
Islands are an instance in point, for their admirable cli- 
mate and luxuriant vegetation favoured the transformation 
wonderfully ; as also are a number of wandering and savage 
tribes in the New World, who have left a condition of 
extreme barbarism, and are now attached to the soil — 
thanks to those who gave to them, with words of peace, 

* Prehutorio Congress of Bologna, 1871, p, 328 

2 Rmm Soientifigue, 1876, p. 31. 
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the first domestic animalsjand the first notions of agricul- 
ture. These tribes, formerly cannibal, have gradually 
become more civilised ; the life of their neighbours has 
become sacred, as it should be, to all the membei’s of 
that great family which is called humanity. 

The legends of the fabulous times of Greece and Eg}^)t 
are not myths created at will by the fertile imagination of 
these ancient peoples. Ceres and Triptolemus, by the in- 
vention of the plough, really gave birth to civilisation. 

lJut, unfortunately, hunger is not the only motive which 
h?a(ls or has led certain peoples to the practice of canni- 
balism, and has even induced them to make it a national 
institution. The abuse of absolute pow’er, vengeance, 
superstition, and prejudice claim also a large share in 
this barbarotis custom, a crime of high treason against 
humanity. Thus, for example, in the Viti Islands, in 
an admirable climate, among a people cultivating the 
yam, skilled in weaving and the making of earthenware 
vessels, cannibalism was, in 1854, a national institution 
at ]\Ibau, the capital of the island and the residence, of 
the King Cakombau; human Hesh was publicly sold; 
the vesstds and ovens in which it was cooked were 
never cold ; and there were slaughter-houses in different 
parts of the island, where human victims were daily 
sacrificed, and in greater numbers at the celebration 
of certain solemnities. Messrs. Seaman and Pritchard, 
eye-witnesses of the scene, give a graphic account of the 
massacre of hundreds of prisoners and criminals, in honour 
of the king’s son, who, having arrived at the age of man- 
hood, was about to put on the dress of the maro. 

^ The corpses were piled together in an enormous heap, 
on the top of which a living slave was thrown. The 
initiated yonth, naked until that day (for only the men 
wear a rag of clothing), separated himself from the com- 
panions of his childhood, climbed up the frightful scaffold 
of corpses, and, standing upon the breast of the living 
slave, he waved a sword and mace, while the priests invoked 
upon him the protection of the genii, and prayed them 
to ifiake him conqueror in every battle. The assembled 
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crowd was accuwstomed to mingle their applause with these 
horrible imprecations. Then two uncles of the prince 
mounted in their turn the heap of victims : it was their 
office to gird him with the maro^ a belt of tajpa, a texture 
worn in the country, white as snow, and only six or eight 
inches in width, but two hundred yards in length, so that 
he was completely enveloped in it.’ 

Quite recently (June 1878), one of the best informed 
superior officers in the French navy, M. Henri Jouan, who 
has long resided in Oceania, addressed the Linnsean Society 
of Normandy upon this subject. We regret the impossi- 
bility of reproducing the whole of this interesting paper 
which he has been kind enough to communicate to us, 
and which brings new proofs in confirmation of the theories 
which we have already made known in the Revive Scien- 
tifique of Sept. 1877. As an eye-witness of the facts, 
M. Henri Jouan speaks with undoubted authority. Now 
it results from his ohservaLions that all the peoples of 
Oceania formerly practised, or still practise, cannibalism 
to a degree wffiich tends to diminish, and even to dis- 
appear, at the present day, but which reveals a sort of 
primitive and unconscious instinct, which even now at 
times amounts to ferocity. Nothing, not even the horrible 
tortures inflicted by the savage tribes of America upon 
their captives, can equal the refinement of cruelty to 
which the unhappy victims of the vengeance, prejudice, or 
superstition of the Maoris of New Zealand or the natives 
of the Fiji Isles are exposed. 

We mentioned just now the ceremony of the marOy 
and the bloody sacrifices which accompany it ; but it is 
impossible to form an idea of the brutal despotism and 
cold-blooded cruelty of the Fijian chiefs in certain cir- 
cumstances, the horrible details of which are told us by 
the sailor Jackson, of the English navy. Can it be believed 
that living men were used as rollers to facilitate the 
launching of a large and heavy canoe? These wretches 
were wrapped in plantain stems which made them look 
like round beams of wood, and their thickness was so 
calculated that they might he slowly crushed during 
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the operation. 'Another time,’ says JL Jonan, 'in 
building the house of a chief, living slaves were thrown 
btmeath each of the pillars; they were suppovsed to snp- 
jMU't the roof of the houses over the head of the chief,’ 
What, w*heu compared wdth these horrors, is the rape of 
w(vnum and children intended to be merely killed and 
eaten upon the occasion of some national /(Sife or any other 
event of iniportance ? 

The intluence of cannibal customs and the prejudices 
attendant on them is so great, that in 1861, during the 
war made upon the English by the Maoris to recover 
tlieir independence, the barbarous inhabitants of the south 
of New Zealand tore out and devoured the hearts of English 
soldiers killed in battle, imagining that they would thereby 
inherit the courage of their enemies, whose superiority 
in every rCvSpeet they fully recognised. Yet M. Jouan adds, 
fiYun whom we also borrow this characteristic detail, these 
same IMaoris were Christians, ardent Protestants, who, 
stune short time previously, had bitterly complained that 
the English had broken the Sabbath in attacking them by 
surprise one Sunday in service-time. 

Besides those already mentioned there is yet another 
cause for that craving for human flesh which is often 
overpowering. Once formed, this taste, depraved in the 
(‘ivilised state, but partly natural and almost universal, it 
seems, in the savage or halfLbai'barous state, may some- 
times b<icome really irresistible. In nearly the whole of 
i )ceaiua t he wars are nearly always undertaken merely for 
the avowed and premeditated purpose of feasting upon 
the flesh of tlie vanquished. 

In the Marquesas Isles women and children alone 
figure in the feast of the cannibals. And why? Because 
the flesh is more tender and delicate than that of men. 
The latter, according to a goxbrmet well qualified to judge 
(a chief of the tribe of the Naikis of Noukahiva), is even 
much inferior to pork. The New Caledonians find the 
flesh of white men bad and terribly salt; neither do they 
value that of the tribes who dwell upon the coast, because 
it has a very disagreeable taste of bad fish. A number 
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of observations made by INI. Jouan upon the tribes of 
Oceania whom he has been able to study at leisure and at 
first hand, lead him to conclude by analogy and induction 
that our prehistoric ancestors practised, like them, canni- 
balism and human sacrifice. 

Even in our own day the sacrifice of human victims is 
carried out upon a large scale in Dahomey, and the king 
himself does not scruple to stain his royal hands with the 
blood of his subjects, or of prisoners taken in his wars 
with hostile tribes. Is it possible to carry to greater length 
the abuse of absolute authority, cold-blooded cruelty, or 
contempt for human life ? 

Among savage tribes, to kill an enemy, or to expose 
him to horrible torture, and then to devour his quiver- 
ing flesh, is an almost universal custom ; to offer him to 
the gods is a homage which they claim, a most efficacious 
means for obtaining their favour or appeasing their wrath. 
It is also the surest method of inoculating the donor with 
the courage, strength, and aU the moral and intellectual 
qualities of the victim ; in a word, of assimilating his soul, 
as the Maoris of New Zealand believe. This is precisely 
the explanation of the cannibal practices and bloody sacri- 
fices which still obtain in modern days, not only among the 
barbarous Polynesians, but also among nations who have 
long emerged from a state of barbarism, and who are, 
moreover, in daily contact with the advanced civilisation 
of the English in India, or of the French in the Marquesas 
Isles, and even in Algeria.^ 

Voltaire had good reason for his surprise at the wide 
diffusion of the atrocious customs found even among tribes 
remarkable for their refined and hospitable manners. How 
is it, he said, that men so widely separated should^ be 
unanimous in such a horrible practice ? Must we believe 

1 A quite recent event (1873), the assassination of Captain Hart 
and his wife, who were both eaten by the inhabitants of the Marquesas 
Isles leaves no doubt of the persistence of certain practices which have 
almost become hereditary instincts. We still remember with horror 
the cannibalism which only a few years ago was revealed to us by our 
tribunals in Algeria. 



S48 PEmiTITE CIVILISATION. 

» 

that it is not so absolutely contrary to human natui'e as it 
appears ? However painftil this avowal may be, it must 
be confessed, in face of the proofs furnished by paheonto' 
logy, tliai the horrible custom alluded to by A^oltaire was 
formerly, and still remains, more widely spread than he 
b</UeveiL We I'ead in the Journal Savants (August 
1867), in a remarkable j^aper by jSL Saint-Hilaire upon 
human sacrifice in India, an account of the Khonds 
settled among the mountains of Orissa, one of the most 
fertile districts of the peninsula, a people who cultivate 
the soil and gather in rich haiwests, and who yet cut to 
pieces, as it were with delight, their menaJis, and dis- 
tribute pieces of the Hesh among the assembly, and ofter 
to I5era, goddess of the earth, human hecatombs, un- 
equalhal except by those of the ancient Mexicans^ 

* What, then,’ exclaims M. Baint-Hilaire — ^ what are 
these rac(\s where horrors so great and so enduring are 
lK)ssible ? What especially are these Khonds, among whom 
human beings are slatiglitered more lightly and in greater 
numbers than ainmals in Greek and Roman paganism ? 
Here even the word hecatomb, strictly used, is insuf- 
ticimit ; it does not express the wdiole truth. In pagan 
antiquity, the hundred oxen were rarely sacrificed; in 
Orissa several hundreds of human beings are slaughtered 
at once in several villages united for this single purpose, 
while on all other occasions they are ever at odds. The 
Roman people in their holidays j)ut to death, to satisfy 
the thirst for such bloody spectacles, thousands of gladia- 
tors ill a single day ; occasionally even they offered human 
sacrifice. Other peo])les, indeed most peoples, formerly 
disgraced themselves by such crimes. The Spanish In- 
quisition burnt thousands at the stake as late as the 
eighteenth eentiny. But where shall we find such 

^ Tho number of bumun victims sacrificed to the gods amounted 
annually t,o more than 20,000 in the single town of Mexico. Human 
sacrifice appears to have been i>ractisocl by the mound builders of the 
Ohio and the Mississippi, with respect to whom there is still so much 
uncertainty. Wilson tells us that upon one of their altars, covered 
with spangles of silvered mica, some carbonised human bones were 
fenmd in sutlicient numbers to form together a complete skeleton. 
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vast sacrifices organised for a purpose so selfisli and so 
absurd? Where, above all, shall we find these crimes 
committed in cold blood in modem times, and by tribes 
in contact with our civilisation ? Cannibals are more ex- 
cusable, since they at least can plead the pangs of hunger 
and the near approach of death, only to be avoided by 
these bloody repasts. In what grade of humanity must 
we place the Khonds ? who could be ranked below them ? 
Can there be anything more mournful, more unheard of 
among the surprises which the history of humanity has 
in store for us ? These are problems for the philosophy 
of history. What is man, considered in this sink of filth 
and blood ? ’ 

Thanks to the energy and courage of Major Campbell 
and Lieut. Macpherson, the fierce inhabitants of the 
mountains of Orissa have at length been induced, not 
without extreme difficulty, to renounce their bloody sacri- 
fices. But the deep root which this custom had taken 
from long habit, and the strength it had gained from 
superstition, are proved by the almost naive complaints 
which they made to the English ambassadors, and the re- 
sponsibility which they laid upon the new masters, should 
the displeasure of the goddess Bera lead her to withdraw 
from the tribes of Khondistan the protection she had 
until then accorded them. These complaints show how 
readily the human conscience is quieted and perverted by 
the persuasive voices of superstition and ignorance. In 
presence of these facts, unfortunately but too well authen- 
ticated, and of the half-charred bones of women and 
children found at Chauvaux in Belgium, at Sourdes 
Arbas, Bruniquel, and elsewhere, of the human bones 
split in the same way as those of animals, is it unreason- 
able to admit that the tribes who dwelt in Europe in the 
stone age were sometimes at least cannibals, and that 
they sacrificed human victims on the tombs of their chiefs 
or of their gods ? 
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IV. TSAITSPOBMATIOISr OS’ HTTMABT SACKII’ICE INTO 
MODEBII BELIGIOTTS JDOGMA. 

We must unt conclude our remarks ujion cannibalism 
and human sacrifice without mentioning the theories put 
forward apon this subject at the Prehistoric Congress 
of Bologna by one of the most famous representatives of 
modern sdtmee. M, Carl Vogt starts, it is true, from the 
doubtful principle that all religion is the daughter of fear 
and ignorance, and consists in the adoration of the un- 
known; this unknown, that is God himself, being nothing 
but a superlative of which the positive is man. He con- 
sidtTs cannibalism and human sacritice, which is its 
logical conseqTience, to be a universal fact, a necessary 
phase in the development of civilisation ; nay, far more, 
the indication of a comparatively advanced stage in this 
civilisation. 

Cannibalism, he says, unknown to our prehistoric an- 
cestors of the age of the mammoth and reindeer, becomes 
frequent towards the end of the neolithic period. From 
that time forward we everywhere find incontestable proofs 
of it, and also of human sacrifice, tlien at least as common 
as it was lattu among the more civilised nations (Jews, 
Kgyi)tians, Greeks, Romans, Gauls, &c.), and in our own 
day among tribes wdio still 'remain in a barbarous 
state, Ikiti wdiat were the causes and the purpose of 
these atrocious customs? Fruit-eating by nature, like 
tiie anthropomorphic apes, and even insectivorous like 
the inferior Quadrumana, man only became omnivorous 
at a comparatively advanced stage in his development. 
Still less was he originally cannibal. Hunger, the desire 
of vengeance, superstition above all, are the real sources 
of this custom. The cannibal savage imagines that the 
human body and soul form an inseparable whole after, as 
well as during, life. Every part of the body of man, and 
even of animals, has its proper function and special 
qualities. Thus the heart is the seat of courage and war- 
like valour. In the eye reside wisdom and perspicacity,^ 

' Queen Poraari!*, before holding the sceptre, bore the name of Alinaia, 
or J^ye'Catcr, 
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as manliness in the reproductive organs, and life in the 
blood. The flesh of the stag gives agility, that of the 
bison extraordinary strength. These inherent qualities 
of certain organs may then pass into the body and mind 
of him who feeds upon them, who absorbs and incorporates 
them. Moreover, by devouring the object of his revenge, 
by eating the enemy killed in the battle-field, the con- 
queror assimilates completely the body and soul of the 
conquered. 

The right of feeding upon human flesh thus naturally 
became the privilege of the bravest of the conquerors, of 
the chief of the tribe. Now, as among savages the gods 
are merely the highest chiefs, they came gradually and 
logically to offering the divinity, whatever he may be, 
all that they believed most proper to win his favour or 
appease his wrath. Hence ai*ose human sacrifices, the 
immolation of virgins, slaves, children, prisoners of war ; 
and as the idea of expiation is often allied to that of 
sacrifice, the chosen victim must be the more perfect; 
and the more precious, the greater the fault to be ex- 
piated. 

Little by little the religious idea becomes purer, and 
from real the sacrifice becomes merely symbolic. Such 
is, for instance, the Sacrament of the Christians, whose 
parallel M. Vogt and Prof. Fritz, of Marbourg, find in 
certain sacrifices in use among the ancient Mexicans 
at the feast of their god Huitzilipochtli. The words of 
Jesus himself are, ^ He who eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood lives in me, and I in him.’ ^ We see,’ says M. 
C. Vogt, Hhese words are entirely based upon the idea, 
which is still in favour among the Jews, that the life is 
in the blood, and that by absorbing the flesh and blood of 
any one the life of the person passes into the feeder. 
We must then absolutely feed upon the flesh and blood of 
the Son of Man, that his innocence may pass into us, 
and our sin into him. But this is but one view of the 
Sacrament.’ We leave our readers to judge of these 
theories ; though we doubt whether many will agree with 
them, especially Catholic theologians. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TUB BORTEAIT OF QUATBRXART MAN, 

We share the opinion of AIM. de Quatrefages, Ed. Lartet, 
&c., that mim of the dilnviuiUj of the valleys, or of the 
ossifei'ous caves is prehistoric, but not primitive man. In 
spite of the numerous fancy sketches which have been 
made of him, primitive man, in the true sense of the 
words, remains hitherto absolutely unknown to us. As 
to the carver of the axes of Saint Acheul and the knives 
of Aurignac, the records concerning him are still unfor- 
tunately very incomplete. A few skulls more or less 
broken and crushed, a few bones more or less perfect, 
are the only data upon which, in the present state of 
science, we can found a description worthy of any con- 
fidence whatever. 

Physical Type , — -We are a little better informed with 
regal’d to the anatomical character of man of the rein- 
deer and neolithic ages; but many important data are 
still wanting, and many errors have been committed, even 
by those who are best informed- Thus it was at first 
asserted that the dwellers in caves were of short, or, at 
most, of medium stature ; that they were brachycepbalous, 
and that their low and retreating foreheads were furnished 
with prominent overhanging brows ; that their face was 
markedly prognathous and almost deprived of chin, &c. 
But it is quite possible that all these characters were in- 
dividual, mere varieties of an unknown specific type. It 
appears to he now proved, as we have mentioned before, that 
the doliehocephalous type preceded the brachycepbalous, 
or at least predominated at first — if, however, it is allow- 
able or prudent to draw conclusions from such insufficient 
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data. For tlie rest, tlie skull of the Olmo may be advan- 
tageously compared with those of Eguisheim and Nean- 
derthal, with which it is nearly contemporary. ‘It is a 
f ne skull,’ says Vogt himself. Still finer were the skulls 
of the reindeer hunters of Perigord (fig. 148), who were 
of great height, athletic, with a strongly-built skeleton, 
with pillared femurs, platycnemic tibias, channelled fibulas 
(iig. 145, 146, 147) and humerus, of which the olecra- 
niaii cavity is often perforated; anatomical peculiarities 





Figs. 145, 14C, 147.— c. Flattenrd tibia of an old man of Cro-Magnon 
D. Femur of the same, seen In profi.e. e. Fibula of the same. 


which recur both before and after the reindeer age, until 
towards the end of the neolithic period, and even in our own 
days. With regard to the colour of the hair, while Haeckel 
says it was black and woolly, M. de Quatrefages believes 
he has good reason for thinking it was red, and that the 
skin, instead of being black or browm, as the German author 
supposes, was very similar in colour to that of the present 
Mongol races. But how is it possible, in the absence of 
the hair and skin, to judge of the shade of complexion, so 
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varia!>Ie, moreover, in one and the same race? The Hindu 
women, who undoubtedly belong to tlie so-called wlnte 
race, are hrown-skinmnL How can we ttdl, having never 
seen them, that, the transverst' section of iiie hairs of so- 
called primitive man was round or elliptical, their colour 
nnl or black ? 

Man<}iers aud CuHto)iis . — The above details prove that 
Kiiropc^an man formerly, and for a considerable period. 




Pk;. 118 . — bkuU ol’aii old man of Cro*Magnou. 

dwelt in caves, or even in mere sheltered places among the 
ro{'ks, sn(‘h as la Aludelaine, Krnnhiuel, and Cro-Magnon* 
'’lliis was his miserable home ; here he took his meals, and 
all()wed the n^mains of his food, uninviting to our fas- 
tidious palates, to collect. The flesh of the manxinoth, 
of the great cave bear, of the amphibious rliinoceros, of 
the horse, the aurochs, the reindeez\ tlxe fox, and, doubtless, 
also wild fruits and roots, formed his staple diet* Usually 
the tl<\sh of the animals wUvS eaten raw; but fire had long 
be(m known, and even pottery had been invented, and was 
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used for culinary purposes, flunting was his principal 
occupation. Armed with the stone axe, or mace, with 
the flint-headed lance, javelin, or aiTOw, he boldly attacked 
the animals, often of colossal size, which then peopled our 
lands, and of which many have long since disappeared. 
He clothed himself in their skins, which he had early 
learnt to smooth \vith the scraper, to soften and prepare 
with fat or marrow, and later by means of a stone polisher. 
During the reindeer age the booty obtained by fishing with 
a barbed harpoon (for the net was not then invented) 
added its contingent to his daily food. The shooting of 
birds was likewise no longer neglected- The bones and 
teeth of the reindeer and of contemporary animals were 
used in the manufacture of ■weapons and tools of every 
kind, and even articles of luxury and ornament- The arts 
of design were born ; and the reindeer hunters of Perigord 
and the bear hunters of the Pyrenees employed their 
leisure hours, now become less rare, in carving their 
weapons, and in drawing or engraving on wood, bone, and 
ivory the figures of the animals they had before their eyes, 
and even their own image. 

However, the horrors of war already raged among 
them; might oppressed right and crushed the weak. We 
see the proof in the serious wounds observed upon the 
weapons of the Danish -warriors of the age of stone, and, 
perhaps, even upon the skulls of defenceless women. 
(Skull of Cro-Magnon-) 

We gather from several indications that in certain 
cases, at least, they practised cannibalism. Some authors 
maintain that this custom, and that of human sacrifice, 
were -widely spread among the troglodytes of the stone age. 
Others, on the contrary, endeavour to absolve our ances- 
tors from the crime of which the proofs appear to us in 
many eases overwhelming. 

The bone needle was invented, and the curious speci- 
mens found in the caves of Dordogne, of England, and 
of Belgium, prove that, from this remote epoch, the 
women, and probably the men also, knew how to sew the 
clothing they wore. Tendons split into fine filaments, 

A A 2 
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bark fibre, and later textile plants furnished the sewing 
thread. 

All these customs, cannibalism and human sacrifice 
excepted, i*esemble those of the Eskimos, of the Green- 
landers, and especially of the Siberian Tshouktschis, who, 
hardly a century ago, still dwelt in caves, whose entrance 
they closed with reindeer skins, ignoring the use of metals, 
and employing sharp stones, bone fish-hooks, pikes armed 
with pointed bones, and utensils of wood or leather^ The 
women used the split tendons of quadrupeds and needles 
of fish-bone to sew their clothing of skins. We have seen 
that the troglodytes of Perigord eniployeA delicate per- 
forated bone needles for the same pmpose. The family 
and the society were also organised among the latter, even 
in the reindeer age. If we accept the explanation given 
by Edward Lartet, of the ornamented and perforated 
instruments which he calls wands of ojS£ee, and if we 
consider with him that the number of holes indicates the 
various degrees of authority, there were akeady chiefs and 
subjects. 

After having sheltered the living, the caves became 
the last resting-place of the dead. With them were 
buried the weapons, the ornaments, the articles of every 
kind which they had used during their life on eaidh, and 
wluVli they were to employ in that other life of which 
even the dweller in the caves seems to have had a vague 
presentiment. For the rest, he had a barely rudimentary 
notion of the divinity, a rude fetichism, some absurd 
superstitions; but no religion woidhy of the name, no 
idiom, of which any remains, however mutilated, have 
come down to us. 

With regard to the trog]odyt(is who, during the age of 
polislied stone, dwelt in the Pyrenean caves of Allege, 
they undoubtedly had attained to a degree of civilisation 
far more advanced than that at which the inhabitants 
of the caves, of the age of the mammoth and reindeer, 
came to a stand. 

* See the interesting details upon this subject given by M, L. Lartet 
in his paper upon XIne Seimlture des Aniniaux Troglodytes des Pyrenees. 
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Tlieir stone tools and weapons are polished with great 
care, but work in bone had made no great progress ; it 
may even be said to have retrograded, since we no longer 
lind those engravt‘d drawings, those carvings whose com- 
parative p(‘rfeciion is a subject for surprise in the second 
half of the reindeer age. Pottery exists, but the wheel is 
not yet invented. Like the inhabitants of the Swiss lake 
dwellings, with whom they were contemporary, the trog- 
lodytes of Ai'i^ge had domesticated the dog, the pig, 
the ox, the goat, and the sheep. These ruminants not 
only funiisln^d them with meat, but also an abundance 
of milk, and probably also butter and milk. 

A favourite food was the Helix nemoralis, of which 
the shells are found in heaps at Niaux, Bedeillac, and 
elsewhere. Shooting with the bow and arrow procm^ed 
them abundance of game (the wild goat and blackcock) ; 
nuts, sloes, and wild cherries were part of their diet, with 
strawberries, raspberries, and chestnuts. They drank 
nothing but pure spring water from cups of ox or aurochs 
horn, or the hollow antlers of the stag. 

Like their predecessors of the epoch of the bear and 
reindeer, they clothed themselves in the skins of animals 
killed in the chase, or kept in a domestic condition. 
Weights for stretching the weaver’s loom, and spindles 
found at Ussat and at Niaux, seem to show that the arts 
of weaving and spinning were not unknown to them. In 
brief, their simple customs offer a close resemblance to 
those of the earliest lake dwellers. 

No cereals or %vheaten bread have been found among 
them. Nevertheless, MM. Garrigou and Filhol are in- 
clined to think that they knew something of agriculture, 
since they have discovered millstones of granite, syenite, 
and other hard rocks ; but they had nothing but stone 
bocs or picks of stag’s bom for ploughing the soil. MM. 
Garrigou and Filhol avow com^dete ignorance with regard 
to the burial rites and religious ceremonies of the pre- 
historic tribes of the Tarascon valley. 

The man who has left incontestable traces of his 
existence in the most ancient quaternary beds (and a 
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fortiori in tkose of the reindeer ago), although inferior in 
many rot^pects to the man of our own day, nevertheless 
n^seinbled him in all essential points. In spite of his 
savage manners, and the barbarity of some of his customs 
(cNiinubalism and human sacrifice), he was man in all 
vStuises of the word — anatomically, intellectually, and 
morally^ 
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i(U‘as of, 329 

Aiiimals, domestication of, 250; 
invert obrat e, non-domestica- 
lion of, 274; geological anti- 
quity of, 274; origin of do- 
mestic, 275 ; drawings of, 291 ; 
re.ligious homage to, 333 
Anthropomorphism, 332 
Antiquity of human race, proofs 


of, 182 

Arani, Ai-yan religious symbols, 


190 


Arcadians, the boasted antiquity 
of, 181 

Arii'gfi, human chronology in 
valley of, 60 
Arrow-flakers, 213 
Arrow heads, stone, Red Indians* 
mode of making, 211 ; 'as a 
})rotection against lightning, 
218 ; Irish, 224 

Arts of design in caves, 287 ; list 
of, 301 ; to whom they belong, 
302 


Ass, origin of the, 266 
Aurignac, burial cave of, 134 ; 

worship of dead in, 340 
Australian legend of origin of 
tire, 195 

Australians, their persistent use 
of stone tools, 23 
Au vernier, burial cave of, 117 
Axes, stone, 24 0 ; perforat ed, 243 ; 
hammer, 245 ; chip, 245 ; 
throwing, 245 

Aymard, his discoveries at La 
Denise, 175 

Aztecs, their method of making 
obsidian razors, 212 


T> ARROWS, description of 
the, 148 

Basque tongue, age and use of 
. the, 316 

Baume-dos-Morts, burial cave of, 
139 


Beverages of primitive man, 205' 
Bible and science, Lenormant on, 
185 

Biblical chronology, non-exist- 
ence of, 3, 185 

Birds, recently extinct, 73; non- 
domestication of primitive, 274 
Bize, the cave of, human remains 
in, 48 ; the date of, 49 ; cited 
in support of great antiquity 
of man, 49 

Bolivia, chulpas of, 165 
Bone caves, description of the. 
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63 ; the %\arious coni cuts of 
the, 56; snppositicnis as to 
how they were tilletl, r>r> ; 
acoid<‘ntal dist urbances in, 57 ; 
ap:e of llic, oii; divided into 
iive groups, 55 ; iidiabitunts 
of, 71 ; iiKuninalia of Frene.h, 

7 5 ; hones of wounded animals 
in, 78 ; entire liuman skeletons 
In, 81 ; arts of design in, 287 
Boucher de IkTtlu's, his re- 
xearches as to the iiints, 35 ; 
niditferenee roiu'erning his 
works, It); his discovery of 
the jawbone, 42 

Bourgeois, Abbe, discovery of 
carved llints by, 177 ; on meio- 
cene man, 180 ; on early use 
of lire, 11)6 

• Brahmins, their mode of kindling 
the sacred tins 11)2 
B»rasseur de Bourbourg, AbVul, 
on antiquity of Xew World, 
180 

Bread, earliest use of, 201 
Bridgman, Laura, 328 
Brixham, cave of, commission to 
explore the, 52; refuse heaps 
ill, 104 

Broca, prelilstoric chronology by, 
28 ; division of quaternary 
epoch by, 58 

Bronze agt;, 22 ; duration of, 25 ; 

and the Banish peat mosses, 1)3 
Buckland, Dr., opinion of, that 
man was not contemporary 
with extinct species, 62 
Buffon’s theory of llinte, 35 
Burgh of Moussa, 128 
Burial, various modes of, 130; 
grounds, ago of the, 136; 
caves, 134; contents of, 140; 
errors as to age of, 142 


pALtJMET pipes, 172 

Cannibalism, primitive, 200, 
341; causes of, 343; in the 
Viti Islands, 344 ; Voltaire on, 
348 ; theories of, 360 ; and 
religious dogma, 351 


BBS 

Canoes, primitive, 2S0 
Cat, origin of, 271 
Catliolic Church, recognition of 
science by, 4, 185 ; and ancient 
customs as to llints, 211) 

Cave of th(^ Fairies, successive 
ages in, 50 

Caves. AVv.f Bone Coee^ 

Oavillon, entire skeleton found 
in cave of, 83 

eWauivUe^ superstitious uses of, 
217 

Cereals, primitive cultivation 
of, 254 

Chinese writing, 324 
Chisels, stone, 245 
Christ ol, M. de, his researches in 
the bone caves at Ganl, 40 
Chronology, and the Bible, 3, 
185; of the epochs, 15, 30 
Chulpus of Peru and Bolivia, 
155 ; formation of, 1G5 
Clothing, manufacture of, 205, 
240 

Coal, leaf-marked, 05 ; plants 
found in, 05; animals found 
in, 07 

Colcmriug matter, hiematitc as, 
303 

Commerce, primitive, 284 
Conyers, early discovery of stone 
weapons by, 42 

Cookery of quaternary man, 108 
Corpse, various positions of the, 
132 

Counting sticks, 233 
Cranial amulets, 336 
Crannoges, lake dwellings re- 
semble Irish, 124 
Oremation practised, 131 
Cromlechs, 160 


TVAGGERS, flint, 228 

Danish, -peat mosses, 91; 
shell mounds, 08 
Darwin and domestication of 
animals, 259 

Deity, tirst conception of a, 320 
Desnovers, discovery of bones 
by, 176 



IKBEX. 


361 


X>IL 

Dihiviun or qiiaternary rocks, 
composilion of the, 11; dc- 
})osits in, 16; chronological 
table of, 16 ; fauna of, 71 ; man 
cont(‘niporary with extinct 
specicH of, IB 4 
Diluvium of the valleys, 14 
Dist\'iscs, sacred, 355 
Divinity, ideas of, 329 
Dog, early domest ication of, 257 ; 
original stock of, 262 ; biblical 
mention of, 263 

Dolmens, position of corpse in, 
133, 151 ; other names ror, 
145 ; varieties of, 147 ; position 
of the, 150 ; contents of, 152 ; 
builders of the, 164 
Domestic animals, origin and 
home of, 260 
Drift, composition of, 14 
Drills, tire, 191; thong, 193; 
bow, 194; pump, JU4; stone, 
236 ; bone, 236 ; transverse- 
edged, 247 

Dupont, classiticalion of bone 
caves by, 59 

Dnruthy, burial cave of, 29, 138; 
contents of, 139 


■pi ARTH, geologists’ opinion of 
original condition of the, 9 ; 
successive phases of life on 
the, 10 

Egyptian, monuments, antiquity 
of man proved by, 30 ; art, 31 
England, tauna of caves of, 76 
Engraving,'prehistoric, 293 
Esquimaux implements, 213 
Evans, on carved implements, 213 


XnABRE, Abb$, and primitive 
man, 186 

Eauna, quaternary, 71 ; resembles 
modern, 75; of the French 
caves, 76 ; of the English caves, 
76; of the cave of Kessler- 
loch, 78 ; of Swiss lake dwell- 
ings, 119 
Fetichism, 332 


HAM 

Fiji Islanders, modem pottery 
of, 305 

Fire, origin of the use of, 188; 
Promethean fable of, 189 ; 
methods of obtaining, 191 ; 
balls, 232; Australian legend 
of origin of, 195 

Fishes, non-domestication of, 274 
Fish-hooks, 234 
Fishing nets, 233 
Flints, Butfon’s theory of, 35 ; 
religious uses of, 217 ; various 
names given to, 6, 217 ; super- 
stitions as to, 218; of Abbe- 
ville, ridicules and conjectures 
concerning the, 37 
Flora of Swiss lake dwellings, 120 
Flutes of reindeer age, 304 
Food of prehistoric man, 19S; 

modes of cooking, 203 
Fort of Staigue, 129 
Fossil, meaning of the word as 
applied to man, 16 ; as applied 
to other organised beings, 17 ; 
bones, chemical composition 
of, 89 

France, fauna of caves of, 76 
Frere, John, discovery of Hint 
tools by, 42 

Fruits, primitive edible, 254 

^AREIGOU, classification of 
bone caves by, 63 
Gaudry, opinion of, as to man in 
meiocene epoch, 179 
Gautier, on ornaments and 
jewels, 207 

Gavr’ Innis, burial vault of, 14S 
Giant tombs of Sardinia, 159 
Glacial period, formation of, 12; 
erratic phenomena in, 13; man 
contemporary with, 98 
Goat, early domestication of, 269 
Gouges, 246 

Greek and Roman reverence for 
stone arrow heads, 218 

H ematite, eaxiy use of, sos 
Hammer, early use of the, 
237 
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}T;un\% clfiysitication of bone 
caves by, 05 

Kandmiils of ncoUthin age, 201 ; 

of Swiss lakes, 248 
Harpoons, wooden, 228; bone, 
284 

Ht'cr, plants bmncl by, in ptsat 
hogs, 1)7 ; list of ilora in Swiss 
lakes by, 120; and origin of 
<‘ultivat<‘d plants, 277 
Hi'-roglyphic writing, 825 
His, lake dwellers classitiod bv, 

ns 

Hohefels, cave of, 02 
Horsts origin of the, 264 ; donies- 
tication of, 2(55; discovery of 
remains of, 275 

Human, race, antiquity of, in 
America, 162; proofs of an- 
tiquity, 182 ; remains, {‘arliest 
dise-overy of, 48 ; sktde.tons 
found in caves, 81 ; in volcano 
of La Dent.sts 175; sacrilices, 
modern, 5H4, 847 
Hunting markers, 283 


TMMOBTALITr of the soul, 
885 

Implements, method in making 
211 ; restonblance of, 
of various ages, 216; hunting, 
226 ; fishing, 288 ; agricultural, 
255 

Indian mode of making stone 
arrow heads, 211 

Irish, hogs, remains found in, 
1)4 ; tinkers, their recent use of 
stone tools, 24; arrow heads, 
224 

Iron age, 22 ; duration of, 25 ; 
epocii of the beech belongs to, 
23 

Isle of Boses, 125 


J-AWBONEofMoulin-Qaignon, 

dowels, use of, 207 

July, his tirst endeavour to claim 


l'he 

man as oontemporary with the 
cave bears, 50 


ENT’8 cavern, 52; inhabited 
at diircrcnt; epochs, 6 1 
K(‘raniio, etymology of word, 805 
K<‘Shlt‘rIof,h, fauna of the (\'ivcM)f, 
7S; early carvings found in, 
21)4 

Kluinds, tht', and human sacri- 
tiees, 848 

Kitchen middens, skulls of stags 
in, 80; composition of, 1>8 ; 
zo( logical value of, 1)6; the 
age of the, lOl ; axe of the, 
102; ret' use heaps of other 
pans of the world, 104 
Knives, hint, 288 


T A Dciiiso, human remains in 
volcano of, 175 

Lak(^ dwtilUngs, of Switzerland, 
105; <‘untents of, 106; con- 
struction of the, 107; motive 
of building, K)8; age of the, 
108; inhabitants of the, 110, 
117; of otlu^r countries, 115; 
fauna of, 111); flora of, 120; 
description of ancient, 122 ; 
modern constructions similar 
to, 128 

La IMarnc, burial caves of, 141 
Lance-heads, 225 
Languagci, Vogt’s theory of, 818; 
ancient, 815 ; centres of, 817 ; 
vStages of, 818 ; grow^th of, 811) 
Lartet. and biblical chronology, 
4 ; t-h(^ value of his works on 
bone (‘av<*s, 52 ; palscontologic 
chrontdogy of l»oue caves, 56 ; 
on cave of Aurignac, 185 ; on 
antiquity of man, 187 ; on 
tiesh of hari‘. as food, 200 
I^a VaclKs age of cave of, 60 
Lenormant on the Bible and 
science, 184 

L’Herm, burial cave of, 135 ; 
comparatively recent date of, 
144 ; religious use of, 340 
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Lon" Hole, Glamori^anshire, dis- 
coveries in the cave of, 52 
Lourdes, cave of, age of the, GO 
Lyell, division by, of the tertiary 
period, 9 ; convinced of man 
being contemporary with ex- 
tinct animals, 50 


TV/TALTESB cross, the, 3S9 

Maoctho and his lists, 30 
Mammalia of the quaternary 
epoch, 71 

]\Iarccl de Serres, his essays on 
the bone caves, 51 
Iklariette, his exhibition of 
Egyptian excavations, 31 
Jklaro, ceremony of the, 341 
IVIas'd’xVzil, age of cave of, 60 
IVhassenat, description of an eaidy 
engraving l>y, 297 
Mazoyer, imposition of, IS I 
Moioceno, flints, 177 ; man, Abbe 
Bourgeois on, 186 
Menhirs, description of, 145 ; 

whore found, 146 
Mentone, skeletons found at, 83 
]\lineralogic chronology of pre- 
historic ages, 26 
Monoliths, position of the, 161 
Mortars, stone, 248 
Mortillet, chronology of the pre- 
historic ages by, 26 ; classifi- 
cation of cave implements by, 
63; dolmen builders disputed 
by, 157; opinion as to flints 
of Thenay by, 178 
Mc>ulin-Q.uignon, discovery of 
the jawbone at, 42 ; decision 
of congress at, respecting the 
axes and jawbone, 44 ; dis- 
covery of more human bones 
at, 45 

Mounds, 166; purposes of, 167; 
dimensions of, 167 ; contents 
of, 168; symbolical, 168; 
funeral, 169; sacrificial, 170; 
builders of uncertain, 173 
Music, prehistoric, 303 
Myth and the original inhabit- 
ants of the earth, 19 


Myth and modern facts, agree- 
ment of, 19 


IVTAVTGATION, earliest at- 
tempts at, 280 ; ancient 
and modern, 283 
Necklaces, 208 
Needles, primitive, 250 
Neolithic age, haudmills of, 201 
New, CaledoniaiLS, use of iron 
implements by, 23; World, 
age of the, 163 ; Abbe Bras- 
scur de Bourbourg on, 186 
Nilvsson and fishing implements, 
234 


Noulet, Br., and the cave of 
n-Ierm, 135, 142 
Nuraghi of Sardinia, 125; con- 
tents of, 127 ; builders of the, 
128 ; religious uses of, 334, 


^BNAMENTR and jewels, 207 
^ Osseous breccia, compo- 
sition of, 15 

Ossiferous sediment, implements 
found in, 77 

Ox, European origin of the, 268 


P AINTING and men of rein- 
deer age, 303 

Paljcolithic and neolithic ages, 
question as to interval be- 
tween, 29 

Paris, peat mosses near, 95 
Peat, preserving property of, 
114 ; mosses, the Danish, 91 ; 
remains found in, 93; beads 
and earrings found in, 94 ; of 
the Somme, 94 ; near Paris, 
95 ; of Switzerland, 96 
Peoples, primitive customs of 
modern, 23 

Perforation, methods of, 216 
Peru, chulpas of, 165 
Picardy, conclusion as to dints 
of, 40 
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Pictoe wtiting, 323 
Pig, origin of, 270 
Pipes, stone, found in mounds, 
171; Ciilumet, 172; portniit, 
172 

Plants found in ancient peat 
hogs, OG ; origin of cultivated, 
27G 

Plough, divine origin of the, 252 
Plutonic rocks, 10 
Polishing stones, 214, 237 
Potter’s wheel, datcj of the, 310 
l^ottery, manufacture of, 304; 
of American tiombs, 305 ; frag- 
ments of, 30G ; age of, 307 ; 
ornamentation of, 303; vari- 
eties of, 311 

Pramantbd, description of the, 
183 

Pre-Adamites, traces of, 18G 
PrometiiouK, origin of the name, 
483 

Purgatory hammers, 218 


QUATERNAEY epoch, pre- 
historic chronology of, 28 ; 
division of by Bn;ca, 08 ; lire 
known in, 130 ; food of man 
of, 200; anatomy of man of, 
352 ; manners and customs 
of man of, 354 

Quaternary rocks. See Biluvian 
Quatrefages and domestication 
of animals, 274 ; on religious 
ideas of humanity, 331 


TDABBIT 
^ 272; 
272 


and hare, origin of, 
considered unclean, 


Razors, Aztec mode of making 
obsidian, 212 

Reindeer, domestiosdiqn of, 273 ; 
an early inhs^ptajit of Switzer-, 
laud, 204 i 

Religious ideas of primitive man, 
327 ; of Andaman Islanders, 
323 ; in other pturis of rhe 
world, 330 


Reptiles, not domesticated in 
primitive ages, 274 
Rigollot, Dr., and the Saint- 
Acheul dints, 4 1 

Rocks, determination of relative 
age of, 10 


OAXNT-JEAN-D’ALOAS, burial 
^ cave of, 133 
Baint Brest, striated bones of 
elephant of, 17G 
Salt, uses and value of, 202 
Sardinia, giant tombs of, 153 ; 

description of the, 1(50 
Saws, Hint, 214; hand, 247 
Scandinavian art, prehistoric, 
23G 

Scheuchzer, fraud of, 181 
Schmerling, Dr., his explorat ions 
of the caves of Belgium, 50 
Scrapers, 246 

Sculpture, early origin of, 233 
Secondary epoch, birds and mam- 
malia rare in beds of, 10 
Sepulture, various modes of, 130 
Sesi, 128 

Sewing, early knowledge of, 249 
Sheep, origin of, 2G3 
Shell mouxids, the Danish, 38 
Skeletons, human, only speci- 
mens found of, 82 
Skulls, trepanned human, 87 ; 

of quaternary man, 353 
Slinging stones, 230 
Sologno, age of the caves of, 60 
Solutre, burial cave of, 136 ; mode 
of sepulture in, 137 
Somme, peat mosses of the, 94 
Soul, immortality of the, 338 
Speecli, origin of, 312 
Spoon.s, 203 

St const rup, study of Danish peat 
nKJsses by, 91 

Stone age, the first si age of civil- 
isation, 20; animals of the, 
21 ; duration of, 22, 25 ; termi- 
nation ot, 33 ; pines contempo- 
rary with, 94 ; implements 
in Swiss lakes, 111 
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STO 

Stone and meial, their simul- 
taneous use, 24 
Sfcone-boiling, process of, 204 
Stone, implements, methods in 
making, 211; of any age the 
same, " 2 LG ; huming, 229 ; 
tools, unetpial advance of man 
in abandonment of, 23 
Stones, superstitions respecting, 
217 ; slinging, 230; polishing, 
237 

Strikers, 236 

S vvastika, tire-creating apparatus, 
190 ; as religious symbols, 339 
Swiss lake dwellings. Sec LaJw 
Dwellings 


WRI 

Trepanned skulls, 86; methoc' 
of, 87 ; veneration for, 336 , 
period of the, 338 
Trepanning, surgical, 335 
Tylor and invention of fire, 191 ; 
on stone-boilers, 204 


“'^AL d’Enfer, drawings found 
^ in the, 299 
Talleys, diluvium of the, 14 
YGzi^re, race of the artists of, 302 
Tibraye, Marquis de, observa- 
tions of, in bone caves, 60 
Tine, antiquity of the, 278 
Titi Islands, cannibalism in, 344 
Toltatre and cannibalism, 348 


T ALAYOTI, 128 

Tasmanians, ignorance of 
origin of lire of, 1 04 
Teeth of primitive man, 205 
Tertiary period, division of, by 
liyell, 9 ; man, problem of, 179 
Thayngen, cave of, G2 ; engraved 
horn found in, 293 
T'konay, meiocene fiinls of, 177 
Thrace and Switzerland, analogy 
of lake dwellings of, 121 
Tools, 236 

Toulouse once a lake city, 116 
Tournal of Narbonne, discovery 
of human remains by, 48 
Townsend on domestication of 
a.og,J^ 


T^ANDS of office, 230; en- 
^ ^ gravings on, 295 
Weapons of war, 222 
Weaving and sewing, 249 
Whistles, primitive, 303 
Wilson, benefits of fixe enume- 
rated by, 197 

Witchcraft, bones of skull a 
counteract for, 336 
Worship of religious symbols, 
334 ; of the dead, 338 
Wounded animals, bones of, in 
caves, 78 ; human bones, 85 
Writing, origin of, 320 ; picture, 
323 ; Chinese, 324 ; hiero- 
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